ABERFELDY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Aberfeldy Town Hall.
Tuesday 7th April 2026 at 7.00pm 
MINUTES
Present
Victor Clements (Chair), Lorraine Reed (Vice Chair), Elaine Fraser Murdoch (Secretary), Jean Duff (Treasurer), Val Ferguson, Susan Craik
In attendance: Cllr John Duff, Provost McDade, Gill Steele, Adam Hobson & Sally Murray (Aberfeldy Development Trust), Nancy Warren (prospective new community councillor) and 18 members of the public.
Apologies
Rob Stubbs
New CC nomination 
Nancy Warren had been nominated as a potential new community councillor, verified by PKC. Nancy introduced herself to those present, and the community council endorsed her as a new member, with immediate effect. All welcomed Nancy to her new role.

The community council can accept two more members, and anyone interested in joining is very welcome to come forwards.
Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes were taken as read, proposed by JD and seconded by EFM.

Matters Arising
Discussion about resilience insurance postponed to May meeting.
The Taybridge Terrace toilets have now been fixed, and are due to be opened shortly.

Rob Stubbs attended the official opening of the new sports pavilion on behalf of the CC. It was a good event, and an excellent new facility for Aberfeldy which we hope people will use.

It is understood that planning work to take forward the road re-alignment at the caravan park is underway, and the job is likely to be complete by the end of July. It will be a big relief to everyone if this can be achieved.
Crime Prevention and Community Safety
Nothing to report. We did have an email from PC Andy Beattie, offering to attend meeting for any particular reason, or to discuss new community policing structure.
Focus Topics:
Taymouth/ Moness
No additional report.

Graveyard update 
No further update on potential new graveyard.

There was an extended discussion about the situation in the existing graveyard, with so many stones having been laid on the ground. This was becoming an issue in other areas, and PKC had now also suggested that they would target graveyards for rewilding projects. Between these two issues, there was potential for the graveyard to be completely transformed in a way that people would not be comfortable with.
Developments update & discussion

This was the major item on the agenda, with a significant number of residents from Appin Place concerned about the proposed housing development at the old slaughterhouse site, and several other significant and sizeable developments possible in the next few years which we needed to be aware of more generally. There was broad support in the town for more housing however/
A planning application for the development at the old slaughter house site had been submitted this week, although it will likely be early May before it can be validated. The development for 8 housing units is being taken forward by the Aberfeldy Development Trust (ADT). Everyone supports the principle of new housing like this in Aberfeldy, and there is no issue about the likely design of the houses themselves.

The issue is getting access to the site. The shortest and potentially the best way to access the site is via the old railway bridge, but the costs quoted to demolish that are extremely high, and in addition, there are multiple “ransom strips” owned by different people which have obviously been retained to try and benefit from other proposed developments at the eastern side of town.

ADT are proposing that the only realistic way of accessing the site, both for construction traffic and domestic car movements thereafter is through Appin place, but concern over that has resulted in a lot of anxiety, with 18 people attending this meeting, with all but two objecting to the plans for getting to the site.

The specific concerns are:

· People question the costs of alternative access being quoted

· There are already problems with traffic in Appin Place, with lorries and delivery vans already creating problems, on what are very narrow streets

· The streets  between nos 8-11, 24-28 and 34-37 are already effectively reduced to single lane

· Requiring cars to be moved to allow access with exacerbate parking problems, which already exist

· Construction traffic going past the playpark will create a very significant danger for young children
· The danger to young children more generally. Appin Place has a higher number of young families are anywhere else in Aberfeldy at present

· The current poor state of the road surface

· There are several blind corners which are difficult to safely negotiate

Post construction, there was also concern about having more cars on the road, with only one way in and out, exacerbating the situation which already exists.

The ADT trustees present explained their situation, and the difficulties with getting access from any other direction. They believed that the various problems being described could be mitigated, and PKC pre planning advice was that there was no safety or access problems taking the construction traffic through Appin Place. The build should only take 6 months, and they believed they could manage issues during this period.
Once the planning application has been verified, the Chair and others would have a look at what was being proposed, and speak to residents about their concerns.

The next CC meeting would be on Tuesday 5th May at 7 pm in the Town Hall,  at which point, it is likely that the planning application will then be live, and the community council can give a view.

On the wider housing issues, ADT are in discussions with PKC about getting maximum local community benefit out of the proposed new 55 unit affordable housing project at Duntaylor.

There is a much larger site designated for housing on the eastern side of town, and an additional area has also come forwards to the east of Moness as a site to be considered for housing and mixed use of the new Local Development Plan. The numbers of houses on these sites are such that this is where the real advances can be made in building affordable houses for local people, and we therefore need to pay attention to these areas, and hope that they can start to be developed soon.
It is understood that there is a significant issue with electricity supply to Aberfeldy, and that the lack of upgraded transformers and other power infrastructure means that significant additions to housing stock are being delayed.

ADT now own three properties at Fishers Way, and are looking at other options in the area as well. Having an organization that is capable of advancing opportunities in a variety of ways and locations in the area is what we want to see in Aberfeldy, and their efforts across all these areas is very much appreciated.

Griffin Community Benefit Panel 

Micro grants
There was one application to be dealt with after the meeting.
Main Fund

The endowment fund process had been put on hold while SSE consulted locally on it, with these discussions not starting until the autumn. This was very disappointing, these discussions having been taking place for 7-8 years now. A consultation could have taken place at any point during that time.
Reports       
Chair
No additional report

Secretary
EFM asked about Rabbie, who was away now for a year. John Duff agreed to ask what the current position was.

Treasurer
We currently had £224.22 of resilience money, £474.26 of defibrillator money, £1516.61 funds and £675.75 of our own administration funds.

John Duff was looking for funds to try and replace one of the existing defibrillators, with a new one also now recently installed at ABC Nursery.

Housing/Planning

There was no additional discussion beyond what was discussed above,

Cllr Reports

There were very heavy PKC cuts being considered due to budget decisions and financial constraints.

AOCB
The Post Office is not currently accepting BoS cheques, which creates a problem for people who have to pay to withdraw cash there as well.

There have also been reports of lack of cash in machines locally. If people have this problem, they should report the issue to LINK at LINK / Contact us It is important to keep track of where there is currently not enough cash in circulation.
Date of Next Meeting     Tues 5th May 2026
