ABERFELDY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Aberfeldy Town Hall.
Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 7.00pm 
MINUTES 
Present
Victor Clements (Chair), Lorraine Reed (Vice chair), Elaine Fraser Murdoch (Secretary), Jean Duff (Treasurer), Val Ferguson, Susan Craik, Rob Stubbs & Nancy Warren.
In attendance: Provost McDade, Cllr John Duff and 14 members of public. 
Apologies
Norma Carr (Community warden).
Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes were taken as read, proposed by JD and seconded by RS. 

Matters Arising
VC and VF to liaise on resilience insurance in advance of June meeting.
The Taybridge Terrace toilets are open during the day, but closed in the evenings, co-ordinated by the street sweeper.

Planning continuing on realignment of road at distillery, hopefully to be implemented July/ August.

Crime Prevention and Community Safety
No matters arising.

Housing/Planning

The planning application for Corran Reile had now been submitted, with 14 X residents from Appin Place attending. All CC members had made a site visit in the previous few days to see the issues at hand.
Everyone was supportive of efforts to increase the availability of housing in Aberfeldy, but there were three main concerns about the current application (1) It was felt that the proposed access to the site in through Appin Place was not practical, both in the construction phase and afterwards. There was no plan to address this in the planning portal. (2) There was no contaminated land report in the application, (3) There had been no evaluation made of flood risk to the site.

Neither the developer nor their agents/ advisors were present at the meeting.

Community Council members voted unanimously by 8-0 votes to object to the application presented, largely because the issues identified had not been addressed. VC to write to Development Management with this decision.

VC, RS and NW had attended the drop-in event for the Duntaylor development of 52 affordable houses. People were largely supportive of that scheme, but access issues would be a significant consideration for people there as well. No planning application had been submitted yet. The developers had been encouraged to attend a CC meeting to outline their plans.
Focus Topics:
Taymouth/ Moness
Moness had been preparing a felling application for the remaining conifer areas, but it has been discovered that c 20 of the trees have actually been ring barked with a chainsaw. Moness were risk assessing the situation, and this has increased the urgency to remove the trees. The incident has been reported to the Police.
The community would be consulted as part of the conifer felling process.

A regular community councils Taymouth Castle meeting was scheduled for next week.

Graveyard update 
VC to contact Derek Wittman again re going to see the landowner of potential site.

Community Action Plan

This document and Aberfeldy Community Council action points were discussed at some length.

VC and VF would renew the resilience plan information, with a view to making it more publicly available through the Quair and other suitable outlets.

Housing issues around Aberfeldy were being taken forwards by the Aberfeldy Community Trust (ADT), which the community council had supported from the outset. ADT now had a high degree of specialist knowledge, and effective support from PKC, and will hopefully be in a position to develop solutions at scale in the foreseeable future.

It was felt that better childcare facilities was not a community council matter, with PKC and Scottish Government support being key to determining the amount of funding available. LR is involved in this sector in Aberfeldy, and is in a good position to bring up issues where CC input might be able to help.

While there were empty premises in the town, they tended to turn over relatively quickly, with a number of new businesses over the next year or so. There were already a large number of community owned or managed properties within the town, in addition to the community campus where a lot of community functions were supported.

On roads, it was felt that this area had received a high proportion of the PKC roads budget in recent years, and that their investment in this was very significant. This made it progressively more difficult to fund smaller projects. Everyone was encouraged to report roads and pavement problems via https://my.pkc.gov.uk/. This was a much more effective and faster mechanism for addressing problems than via community council or other channels of communications.
Dog fouling was a persistent problem, and seemed to be getting worse. There was also a problem with aggressive dogs. It was not always possible for people to challenge such behaviour because of this, and it was difficult to report because dog warden capacity was so spread out over the whole PKC area.
Finally, we wanted to encourage people to use the town square. VC to check with ASBA what permissions were in place to allow people to do this.
Griffin Community Benefit Panel 

Micro grants
There were 2 x micro grants to be considered after the meeting.
Main Fund

SSE would be conducting a consultation exercise on the fund, with an initial online presentation, and then follow up drop in sessions in Aberfeldy, Dunkeld and Kenmore. The Aberfeldy drop-in event will be on Thursday 21st <ay, 6-9 pm in the Town Hall.
Reports       
Chair
No additional report

Secretary
No additional report

Treasurer
There was currently £224.22 in resilience money, £2044.26 in defibrillator funds, £516.61 in micro grants and £670.50 of administrative funds.
Cllr Reports

During June, PKC would be deciding on proposals for (1) A visitor levy , and (2) The short term let control area. Aberfeldy CC had objected to the former, and supported the latter.
There was currently a review taking place in to library provision across the PKC area. There is no threat to the library here, but the review will look at what functions are being delivered and how that happens.
PKC will be looking at their graveyard inspection policy and reviewing in light of recent experience.

Finally, Provost McDade brought up the issue of town twinning, and the possibilities open for Aberfeldy. We would put this on our agenda for discussion in June.
AOCB
EFM would put all future planning lists on FB page.

Cllr Duff would follow up on repairs to Rabbie, to see if we can get him back to the Birks asap.

Residents at Burnside had raised the issue of tree growth along the burn with PKC. John Duff to follow up.

There was a criticism of the council spending £26,000 on football promotion for the World Cup, and whether this money would not be best doing something else. The argument for was that the money would help the wider game locally and promote participation from more people.

Date of Next Meeting     Tues 2nd June 2026
