ABERFELDY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Aberfeldy Town Hall.
Tuesday 2nd June 2026 at 7.00pm 
MINUTES
Present
Victor Clements (Chair), Lorraine Reed (Vice0 Chair), Elaine Fraser Murdoch (Secretary). Jean Duff (Treasurer),Val Ferguson, Rob Stubbs, Susan Craik

In attendance: Provost McDade, Cllr John Duff, 4 X Aberfeldy Development Trust (ADT) trustees plus advisors John Forbes and Ian Will, and five members of the public.
Apologies
Nancy Warren

Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of previous meeting were taken as read, proposed by RS and seconded by EFM.

Matters Arising
Given the planning items on the agenda, discussion about resilience insurance and community action plan/ communications would be postponed to the August meeting.
The realignment of the road at the caravan park/ distillery would hopefully be starting in August. 

We were encouraging people to use the square. ASBA held a 365 day a year trading licence, so people can set up stalls and market test products and suchlike. No permission as such is required, but all are encouraged to inform ASBA if they are doing this.

There was no sign of Rabbie coming back yet.

Crime Prevention and Community Safety
There had been a serious break-in to a house on Duntaylor. All reminded that such incidents can occur and to be aware that people who might do things like this were around.
There was a discussion about speeding cars on Dunkeld St. The CC had done a lot of work in recent years in trying to slow down traffic in the town with some success. The road safety group was now in abeyance, but VC would see if that structure could be resurrected again.
Housing/Planning

Corran Reile

At the previous meeting in May, the CC had unanimously objected to this application due to access through Appin Place, contamination and flooding issues, none of which had been addressed within the planning application. The objection had led to tensions between ACC and ADT, and for this reason, Cllr Duff had been asked to chair this agenda item. Additional information had been placed on the planning portal in relation to contamination and flooding, and the CC had been given an extended deadline to make an additional submission should they wish to do so.

Prior to this meeting, Cllr Duff had circulated an extensive list of queries about the  application to ADT, which they provided answers to at the meeting through their two advisors present.

In summary:

1 There was now information on the planning portal to inform the flooding situation. The CC had mixed views on whether this would be effective or not.

2 Likewise, the contamination report had been very useful, although it was not yet clear as to what and how any mitigation works would be implemented, and that this would constitute a risk for ADT.

3 ADT explained why they felt that access through Appin Place was the only viable proposition, and that the contractor would have to put together a traffic management plan to deal with this. The CC view was that this was a very weak arrangement.

On discussion the CC decided to maintain its unanimous objection to the application, and VC would co-ordinate a letter for forwarding to the PKC planning portal.

Dun Aluinn

This was also a live planning application for 16 X high spec houses on a site that already had planning permission for 39 X houses, and which the CC had previously supported.

However, in terms of this application, the CC members present voted unanimously 7-0 to object to this application on grounds that:
1 There would be a net reduction of 23 housing units, which is not the direction of travel we wish to encourage in Aberfeldy,

2 The site layout would close off any open for accessing the Kenmore Rd directly for residents in the wider area, creating a complex and busy cul-de-sac where road access would be a problem, both for residents and construction traffic.

3 There were additional questions relating to flooding potential, radon on the site and the potential danger created by a wild swimming area.

Specifically, should consent be awarded, the CC wanted to see a situation where construction traffic could only access the site from the Kenmore road, and not up through Alma Avenue and Duntaylor, and that an arrangement should be arrived at with neighbouring developer so that construction of 52 affordable homes would be accommodated by taking access through this area.

Former RBS building in square

A planning application had been submitted to convert the ground floor of the former RBS building in the square in to two residential flats. The application had been rejected by planners on the basis that not enough effort had been made to demonstrate that a commercial use for the premises was no longer viable.

On discussion, the CC voted 6-1 that PKC planners had made the right decision to reject the application, and that further efforts should be made to advertise the property for a commercial business tenant.

Urlar woodland creation project

There was a significant proposal to develop up to 2000 acres of woodland on the moorland at Urlar, above the town, which would represent a very significant change to land use in the area above the town.

The agents, Savills, are organizing a drop- in event in the town hall on Wed 17th June, 1.30- 7.30 pm.
Focus Topics:
Aberfeldy twinning discussion
Provost McDade led a discussion on twinning possibilities for Aberfeldy. There was a strong consensus that options in Europe or possibly in Ireland would be best as they were easier to access. There could potentially be a musical (Ireland) or possibly a Black Watch connection to give a genuine association with Aberfeldy that people might recognize and appreciate. Options in France, Poland or Germany were most popular with other towns wanting to be twinned.

VF to make contact with the Black Watch to see if they had any suggestions. EFM suggested La Paradis in France, which had a military connection as well. Aberfeldy had a very strong Polish connection, with Polish troops staying at Taymouth Castle during WW2.

Griffin Community Benefit Panel 

Micro grants
There was one application to be discussed after the meeting.
Main Fund

There had been a drop in consultation evening organized by SSE, which had not been very well attended, and an online discussion which had been very useful. SSE were thinking about what would happen beyond the period of the current community benefit fund, and that was very positive and useful to hear. SSE are doing this consultation at present to help them direct their focus on what projects and themes should be supported locally.
Reports       
Chair
No additional reports.

Secretary
No additional reports.

Treasurer
We currently had £224.22 of resilience money, £2044.26 of defibrillator money, £516.61 of micro-grant money and £550.05 of administration grant money.
Cllr Reports

There were no issues arising not reported at previous May meeting.
AOCB
There was a complaint arising about vapes in the new shopin the square, and how prominent they were on display.
The results of the latest school inspection would be known shortly, with an information evening to discuss.

LR would circulate a planning application link for access road in to potential new area of housing on Borlick Farm.
Date of Next Meeting     Tues 4th August 2026
