ABERFELDY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Aberfeldy Town Hall.
Tuesday 1st September 2026 at 7.00pm 
MINUTES
Present
Victor Clements (Chair), Elaine Fraser Murdoch (Secretary), Jean Duff (Treasurer), Val Ferguson, Rob Stubbs, Nancy Warren, Susan Craik

In attendance: Provost McDade and three members of public

Apologies
Cllr John Duff and Lorraine Reed

Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes were taken as read, proposed by JD and seconded by EFM.

Matters Arising
Rabbie had been returned to the Birks.
Richard Deveria was present at the meeting and we thanked him for his contribution to the rota for keeping the toilet block open.

PKC had a meeting in relation to the safety of headstones. A very high proportion of headstones laid flat or marked for future attention were in Highland Perthshire. PKC were now contacting owners in advance of any action being taken, and they have also scrapped the £59 fee for transferring ownership. Waiving the fees will cost an additional £55,000. The overall scheme is costing £250,000 annually.

400 headstones have been affected in Aberfledy

Nancy Warren had attended the Climate Emergency event in the Birks Cinema on the 17th August. The message from the film was that this was an issue that needed to be taken seriously, and that no-one should be complacent about what the consequences might be.

Crime Prevention and Community Safety
No matters arising.

Focus Topics:
Aberfeldy twinning discussion
It was agreed to try and build our meeting in October around this and hopefully attract a crowd of people who might be interested in making a contribution to making it work. VC & the Provost would look to devise a poll/ questionnaire for online publication to gather in ideas. At this point, it was best not to be thinking in terms of any particular names, but on general principles, and we could then ask PKC to see what options might be available within those parameters. The issues that we might have in common or which we might wish to develop could be (1) Languages, (2) music, (3) culture more generally, (4) Business or environmental, (5) Geography, (6) History, (7) Sports, (8) Resilience planning for the future.

Moness

Consent had been given to the application for dual use for 61 former time share cottages.

Moness were taking forward their application to fell the remaining big conifer trees around their boundaries, with work likely to be taking place in early 2027 before the next nesting season.

Removing some of the trees may also reduce their buffering effect on any noise coming from the marquee. Moness were developing a planning application to retain the marquee on a permanent basis, which would include an improved sound system which diverts any noise downwards and not outwards. An application is likely to appear in due course. The marquee is now a key component in what the resort as a whole is able to offer people.

Speeding

There had been a number of replies to the survey/ questionnaire distributed on Taybridge Rd, but the basic issues are a problem elsewhere as well. The main feedback to the survey was that any measures taken had to be monitored and speeding limits enforced, but there was little appetite from either PKC or Police Scotland for doing this, and PKC already had over 900 areas under consideration at present for traffic calming measures, and one of the key priority scoring variables was the recent accident record. Proactive management was therefore extremely difficult.
VC would look to getting the pop up policeman out on Taybridge Rd again, but the insurance situation needs to be checked first.

ASBA/ Locus Breadalbane Ltd support

Both ASBA and Locus Breadalbane Ltd had recently said to the CC that they have been struggling to find new personnel to operate properly, and that this was putting undue strain on current members. The Repair Café and Feldy in Flower had raised similar concerns, and it is understood that this is an issue for other groups in the town as well. There appears to be a wider issue developing that people are happy to help with individual initiatives, but they are less inclined to volunteer for committees. Ultimately however, this affects our ability to do things in the town. In particular, a lot of the community planning actions can only work if there are groups to take them on, see below.
It was agreed to try and organize some sort of drop in event for groups in the town to let new people know what was going on, and how to get involved. VC to initiate discussions on this.

Visitor levy

PKC have just recently opened a statutory consultation in to their proposal for a vistor levy across the PKC area, which will be a flat rate of £4 plus VAT across every bed- night spent in the area for people outwith the PKC area. The basic concern is that this will impact disproportionately on smaller operators and cheaper accommodation options and become a significant proportion of what can be charged. The administration requirements are another consideration for smaller operators. The CC will forward a unanimous objection to the proposal, and everyone is encouraged to submit a response to the consultation and to encourage others to do so too.

It is noted that no economic impact assessment has been carried out to inform the proposals in advance.

Resilience/insurance etc

It is proposed that Tayside Waders are merged in to the resilience group, with the CC managing funds on their behalf, and dealing with insurance etc. VF to obtain likely quotes so that we can plan properly for what is required.

Community planning

We had been asked to report back on Action points delegated to us under the Community Action Plan, but these were difficult to achieve now that so many local groups were struggling for volunteers and this will impact on the type of community projects that we are able to bring forwards.
The issues we had been delegated were (1) Getting better use out of the square, (2) Supporting businesses around the centre of the town, (3) Review of the 2015 charrette, (4) Emergency Plan, (5) Dog fouling

Some of the stones beside the parking areas in the square were now loose, and this will require some attention.

Griffin Community Benefit Panel 

Micro grants
There were two applications to discuss after the meeting.
Main Fund

No report
Reports       
Chair
SC would check what the position was with the Wade’s Bridge group as there had been a complaint raised regarding tree growth on the bridge again. There had been little communication within the group recently.

A query about lack of signage on the Aberfeldy- Kenmore path had been forwarded on to the Upper Tay paths Group.

There had been a convention for local community council areas affected by wind turbine development in the South Perthshire area, comprising 99 turbines in total across five different development sites. Some f the older turbine sites are also being scheduled for “repowering” after their present lifespan is done. Aberfeldy CC agreed to sign a Unified Statement designed to try and pause current developments until such time as the current application system improves and local communities get a proper say in what is happening.
Secretary
No additional report

Treasurer
There was currently £224.22 in resilience funds, £4504.26 in defibrillator money, £16.61 in micro grant money, and £281.25 in administration grant money. This latter was the end of year financial position at 31st August. The AGM would be held at the November meeting.
Housing/Planning

A planning application had just been received for six container units to be placed at the back of the housing in Fishers Close. It is planned to discuss this at our October meeting when CC members will have had a chance to study what is being proposed.

Cllr Reports

The recently announced proposals to streamline NHS facilities may have very significant implications going forwards, and we should all be aware of how these proposals progress going forwards.
A new organization called ElectHer had been set up to encourage and support more women to get involved in elected politics.
AOCB
There was a request that the Fountain should be repainted, and that some initiative should be undertaken to try and stop people from throwing cigarette butts in to it.

It was also reported that the railings on the bridge over the Moness Burn  on Bridge St were loose.

The Lochs & Glens buses had also been parking at the Black Watch memorial, with groups of visitors taking photos from and gathering in groups on the bridge, causing problems for traffic. It was suggested the company be contacted to make them aware that this was causing a problem.
The garden competition had been taken over by the Healthiest Town and had received a record number of applicants this year, so that seems to have been a success.
Date of Next Meeting     Tues 6th October 2026
