Chairman’s Report
AGM 2026
This report covers the year to 31st August, so there is no mention of the various debates and arguments that took place over twinning in October just past.
The community council continues to provide an open forum at which anyone in the town can make representations, and maintaining this is our core function.

There was an election process last autumn, in which Victor Clements, Lorraine Reed, Elaine Fraser Murdoch, Jean Duff,  Rob Stubbs, Val Ferguson and Susan Craik were all returned as community councillors. Subsequent to that, in the spring of this year, we welcomed Nancy Warren to the community council as a co-opted member. Nancy has brought a very welcome eye for detail to all our proceedings, and we thank her for that. Our eight members will serve until the next election in autumn 2028. We are able to co-opt two more members, for a maximum of ten, and we always welcome people coming forward to help us.

In many ways, it has been a difficult year for the community. The way the council dealt with supposedly dangerous headstones in the graveyard was very traumatic for many people. Speeding issues have emerged again in different parts of the town. The high profile court case was difficult for Aberfeldy, but it came to a conclusion and established what happened, and we are grateful for that. That was important for the town.
Over many years, Aberfeldy Community Council have rarely, if ever, objected to a planning application, but we now find ourselves having objected to three in a row. The common thread is poor communication from developers, and with potentially bigger projects on the horizon, we would like to get back to a situation where people come to us well in advance of applications, and explain to us what they want to do, as people have done in the past.

Looking forwards there are some very big issues to address in the town. The proposed reorganization of local authorities may have massive implications for how services are delivered, and we need to be aware of that. Changes within the NHS have been mooted, and that is important too. There are some very significant options for new housing, and maximizing the value arising out of that for local people is hugely important. We have also become aware of how a wide range of organizations within the town are struggling for members, and we need to see that as a real strategic threat to community life in the town, and support people in trying to resolve this. So, we have a lot to think about in 2027 and beyond.
We have engaged in consultations about visitor levies, control of short term lets and how community greenspace can be better rewilded. Our gardening competition has been taken on by the healthiest Town, and seemingly very successfully, so we thank them for that.

As Chair, I would like to thank all our members, the councillors that have attended our meetings, the PKC staff who help us with a range of problems, members of the public who bring issues to our attention, and the many people who make a range of activities work well within the town.

Thank you all.
Victor Clements
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