
Cotton End Parish Council 
 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Cotton End Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 11th July 

2019 at the Baptist Church Hall, Cotton End. 

 

Present: Councillors A Merel, H Butcher, A Murray, L Seymour, A Simpson, and M 

West 

Also Present Linda Carter (Interim Clerk)  

Cllr Sarah Gallagher (Bedford Borough Council) 

1 member of the Public 
 

19/029 To Receive and Approve Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr A Stimson. 
 

19/030 To Receive Declarations of Interest, under the Council’s Code of Conduct, 

related to business on the agenda. 

 No Declarations were made. 
 

19/031 Public Session 

Brenda Hands attended and asked the council to reconsider the grass cutting 
in relation to the large section of the Children’s play area currently being left 
uncut, as well as the area at the entrance to the Village Hall, which did not 
create a good impression. – The Chairman agreed to this being brought 
forward at the next meeting. 
 

Cllr Gallagher updated members on the litter pick at Shocott Spring, progress 
with the Doctor’s Surgery, a parish site visit which included Wood Lane to 
look at speeding issues and resurfacing, cutting the hedges towards Haynes, 
and the possibility of purchasing a bus shelter from her Ward Fund. 
 

19/032  MINUTES  

  Members AGREED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 13th June 

2019 and they were duly signed by the Chairman.   
 

19/033  FINANCE AND RELATED MATTERS 

(a) Members considered, and APPROVED the recommendation made by 

the former Eastcotts Parish Council with regard to the precept 

requirement for 2019-20 of £20,000 

(b) Members noted that the Parish Council Bank account was now up and 

running, but that on-line payments were not yet available. 

(c) Members approved the following payments for which invoices had 

been received: 

1- Martin Green  Grass cutting (2 cuts)   £480.00 

2- CPM Playgrounds – Inspection    £156.00 

3- Interim Clerk – Consultancy Fees April – June  £694.05 

4- Andy Muskett – Street lighting Maintenance     £60.42 

£1390.47 



 

 

19/034  PARISH WEBSITE 

The Interim Clerk told Members that the scheme offering Bedfordshire 
Parishes a free website was under review by the Borough Council.  She 
advised that Hugo Fox provided free community websites which were used 
by a number of parishes and by many of the Bedfordshire sporting clubs.  
Members agreed to look at sites provided by them, before the next meeting. 

The Interim Clerk also advised that she had set up a g-mail address for the 
incoming clerk:- clerkcottonend.pc@gmail.com. 

19/035  PLAYGROUND INSPECTIONS 

A Quarterly Operational Inspection report had been received from CPM 
Playgrounds Ltd following the accompanied inspection on 4th June 2019.   

The two items identified as High Risk had already been approved for remedial 
work, and the repairs had been completed at the time of the meeting. 

Following Cllr Merel’s inspection at was AGREED to seek quotations for weed 
spaying on the area of safety surfacing currently suffering from weed growth. 

Councillors also authorised the Interim Clerk to purchase a padlock for the 
vehicle gates. 

19/036  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

APPLICATION  PROPOSAL LOCATION COMMENTS 

19/00947/FUL 
Proposed new 
vehicular crossover 
and dropped kerb 

27 High Road 
Cotton End  
MK45 3AA 

No Objections 

19/00948/FUL 
Proposed new 
vehicular crossover 
and dropped kerb 

29 High Road 
Cotton End  
MK45 3AA 

No Objections 

  

A further application had been received after the agenda was issued and 
Councillors asked that an extension of the response time be sought to allow 
the Application to be considered at the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
 

19/037  CARDINGTON CHARITY   

 The Charity was seeking two representatives from the parish Council. 

  Councillors APPROVED Cllrs Stimson and Seymour as the parish 

representatives to the charity. 

19/038 LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSION SCHEME 

 Councillors were asked to advise if they wished to apply for the Council to 
become a member of the Local Government Pension Scheme. A resolution by 
the Council to that effect would suffice to apply for membership. All Town & 
Parish Councils within Bedfordshire are in a ‘pooled group’ for the valuation 
to determine their employer contribution. 

 Members RESOLVED to apply for membership of the scheme through 

Bedford Borough Council. 

mailto:clerkcottonend.pc@gmail.com


 

 

 

19/039 SPEEDING 

 Wood Lane - Cllr Butcher had asked that the Parish Council discusses this 

issue and determines what further action it wishes to pursue.  

 Cllr Gallagher’s report earlier in the meeting addressed this issue which she 

had raised with the Highways department. 

19/040 VILLAGE SIGNS 

 Members were interested to improve the village signs and had received a 

quotation in relation to the Festival of Britain sign (£62.00), which was 

damaged.  The Interim Clerk was asked to find further information and 

designs relating to village signs. 

19/041` ANGLIA IN BLOOM 

 Members wanted to consider entering Cotton end in the ‘Anglia in Bloom’ 

competition for 2020.  It was AGREED: 

1. That the Interim Clerk would find further information relating to 

entry criteria etc. 

2. That Members would undertake a walk around the village focusing on 

possible locations for floral displays 

3. Consideration be given to possible sources of funding to assist with 

costs. 

19/042 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

 None other than invoices and planning applications already listed. 

 

  Date of next meeting Thursday 8th August 
 

 

The Meeting closed at 8.45pm. 


