
Cotton End Parish Council 
 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Cotton End Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 8th August 

2019 at the Baptist Church Hall, Cotton End. 
 

Present: Councillors A Merel, H Butcher, A Stimson, L Seymour, A Simpson, and M 

West 

Also Present Linda Carter (Interim Clerk)  

Cllr Sarah Gallagher (Bedford Borough Council) 
 

19/043 APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Cllr A Murray and approved. 

19/044 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest related to business on the agenda 

19/045 PUBLIC SESSION 

There were no members of the public present at the meeting 

19/046 BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 

 Cllr Gallagher updated members on a number of issues relating to the village that 

she had raised.  The Interim Clerk expressed her thanks to Cllr Gallagher for 

speeding up the payment of the Precept for April 2019. 

19/047 MINUTES 

Members RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 10th July 2019 

19/048 FINANCE AND RELATED MATTERS 

(a) The Parish Council Bank account now has on-line banking available. 

(b) A spread sheet had been prepared showing the current spend against 

budget, excluding the payments below, which reconciled with the bank 

statement at 31/7/19. 

(c) Members APPROVED payments - as follows: 

1- Martin Green - Grass cutting (2 cuts)   £480.00 

2- CPM Playgrounds – Repairs    £408.00 

 £888.00 

19/049 PLAY AREA WEED SPRAYING 

At the last meeting Councillors considered the options available to them for spraying 

the weeds currently growing though the safety surfacing in some parts of the older 

play area.  The Interim Clerk advised that, given the location, this needed to be 

carried out by a licensed and insured contractor.  A quotation for the work had been 

received from Complete Weed Control in the sum of £90 +VAT. 
 

Councillors RESOLVED to accept the quotation and asked the Clerk to ensure that a 

Risk Assessment and Method Statement were received before work commenced. 

Councillors also discussed the issue of the ‘set aside’ area in the children’s play area 

at the Village Hall and Cllr West agreed to obtain wild flower seeds for scattering in 

the autumn.  Councillors suggested that this might be offered as a half term activity 

for children. 



 

 

19/050 PARISH WEBSITE 

In order to meet the Local Government Transparency Code, and to prepare for the 

2020 External Audit, it was vital that the Council has a website. The ’Project Involve’ 

free parish websites were no longer available, and members were asked how they 

wished to proceed.  

It was AGREED that Cllr Merel would research the options available, in terms of 

structure and cost, and bring a proposal to the next meeting. 

19/051 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

APPLICATION PROPOSAL LOCATION COMMENTS 

19/01101/FUL Removal of existing 
storage/garage 
building & horse 
stables.  
Erection of dwelling 
to rear of Bell Cottage 

8-12 Bell Lane 
Cotton End 
MK45 3AD 

 
No Objections 

19/01510/FUL Single storey front 
extension 

23 Hall Way 
Cotton End  
MK45 3AF  

 
No Objections 

   

19/052 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE   

 The Interim Clerk advised that the plans and application for designation of the 

Neighbourhood Plan Area were submitted to Bedford Borough Council on 19th July.  

The submission had been acknowledged and was being processed. 

19/053 RECRUITMENT, HMRC & PO BOX 

(a) Councillors were asked to consider the timing and process for the recruitment 

of a permanent Parish Clerk.   

RESOLVED – the Interim Clerk would draft an advert for approval by 

Councillors before advertising with BATPC and the SLCC website 

(b) The Parish Clerk is required to be an employee of the Council and it is 

therefore advisable to set up the HMRC Basic Tools service on the Parish 

Laptop in preparation for the necessary returns. 

AGREED – the Interim Clerk would research options for a laptop and 

associated software, for purchase before new clerk is in post, and bring the 

results to the next meeting. 

(c) It would also be advisable for the Parish Council to consider using the Royal 

Mail PO Box service rather than the Clerk’s home address for correspondence.  

This serves to protect the Clerk and also gives the Parish Council a permanent 

correspondence address. The cost for the service is £285 per year. 

RESOLVED – That a PO BOX address be set up for the Parish Council 

19/054 WASTE BINS 

 Cllr Stimson had reported an issue with some of the waste bins that were emptied 

by the Borough Council.  Apparently the Parish Council must meet the cost of any 

replacements and the Borough had quoted £400 for a freestanding, ballast based 

bin or £450 for one that is bolted to the ground.   

 Consideration could also be given to the purchase of an additional dog waste bin as 

the existing ones are reported to be overflowing before emptying is due. 



 

 

 Cllr Stimson reported that the contractor was now using bin liners, as required, and 

that there was no longer a problem. The dog waste bins were also being emptied on 

time and the issue of overflowing had been alleviated. 

19/055 VILLAGE SIGNS 

 At the previous meeting Councillors discussed possible improvements to the village 

signs and the Festival of Britain Sign. The interim Clerk was asked to research some 

of the options available, for further discussion. 

 It was reported that the Borough Council may only allow signs from their preferred 

contractor and the Interim Clerk was asked to get clarification before any further 

consideration. 

19/056` ANGLIA IN BLOOM 

 Councillors previously discussed entering Cotton End in the ‘Anglia in Bloom’ 

competition for 2020. The Interim Clerk had researched the competition and 

suggested that the most appropriate entry point for the village would be the ‘It’s 

Your Neighbourhood’ Competition which provides support and feedback for new 

entrants. 

 Councillors AGREED to pass the information on to the Cotton End Residents’ 

Association for further discussion. 

19/057 AWARDS FOR ALL 

 Councillors were aware of this funding stream and wanted to consider whether and 

application could support any of its proposed projects.  The scheme covers small 

grants (maximum £10,000), and could be used to support the Anglia in Bloom 

project. 

Councillors noted the information 

19/058 BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF TOWN & PARISH COUNCILS 

 The association would be holding its AGM on Thursday 17th October at 7.30pm in 

Cople Village Hall.  The Council has the opportunity to: 

(a) nominate a representative for the County Committee,  

(b) to send a representative to the  AGM and  

(c) to put forward a motion for debate at the meeting.  
 

Cllr Merel volunteered to attend the AGM on Thursday 17th October 2019 at Cople 

Village Hall. 

19/059 CONTRACT FOR STREET LIGHTING SUPPLY. 

 This had finally been sorted out, but required an address for the contract.  It was 

suggested that, should the Council agree to the suggestion at 19/052 of a PO Box 

that this would be the appropriate address. 

 AGREED  - That the Contractor be notified of PO Box Address as soon as it is in place. 

19/060 TRANSFER OF DEEDS AND DOCUMENTS FROM EASTCOTTS PARISH COUNCIL 

 There were a number of legal documents that required a transfer from the old 

Eastcotts Parish Council and which were currently being held by Shortstown Parish 

Council.  Cotton End Parish Council should be in possession of these documents but 

a fireproof box would be required for their safe storage. 

 A storage box with one hour fire resistance and a waterproof seal would cost around 

£170 plus VAT.   



 

 

 RESOLVED – To authorise the Interim Clerk to purchase a suitable storage box and 

arrange the transfer of the documents 

19/061 ALLOTMENTS 

 At the last meeting Cllr Murray asked for this to be added to the Agenda for 

consideration.  Parish Councils are traditionally the providers of allotments and, as a 

new a parish council this is matter for consideration, particularly in connection with 

the proposal for a Neighbourhood Plan. 

 AGREED – To defer this item to the next meeting 

19/062 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

 None other than invoices and planning applications already listed. 

 Noted 

 

 Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 12th September 2019 

 

The meeting closed at 9.10pm 


