
Cotton End Parish Council 
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Minutes of the Meeting of Cotton End Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 13th 

February 2020 at the Baptist Church Hall, Cotton End. 

 

Present: Councillors A Merel, H Butcher, A Murray, L Seymour, A Simpson, A Stimson 

and West  

Also Present Linda Carter (Clerk) 

  

19/153  APOLOGIES 

None - all Councillors present 

19/154 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations were made. 

19/155 PUBLIC SESSION 

A resident from High Road concerned about vehicles emerging on a bend, 

which is a blind spot, had approached BBC Highways about erecting a mirror 

in the opposite hedgerow.  She had spoken to the farmer who was happy for 

the mirror to be placed there but was still waiting to hear from the highways 

team. 

A resident from Bunkers Drive wanted to raise the issue of parking on the 

verges, which was damaging them.  Part of the problem was that some of the 

houses had nowhere to park, The Parish Council was aware and had raised 

the issue with the Borough Council. 

19/156 BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 

 The Borough Councillor was not present, but the Clerk was asked to invite her 

to the next meeting as a number of issues had arisen which were Borough 

Council matters. 

19/157 MINUTES 

Members received and approved the minutes of the meeting held on 13th 

February 2020. 

19/158  FINANCE AND RELATED MATTERS 

Members approved payments as follows:  

Clarkes Safety Mirrors Ltd     £138.54 

HMRC         £62.40 

February Salary – Parish Clerk    £249.45 

£450.39 

19/159  PLAY AREAS 

Member considered a number of matters relating to the play areas. 
1. Replacement seats for chair plane. 
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The Clerk had made contact with Kompan and was in the process of 
setting up an account before an order could be placed. 

2. Trees to be planted in ‘set aside area’ and treatment of the area for 
wild flower planting. 
As requested, the Clerk had obtained quotations from the Council’s 
contractors for rotavating the set aside area (£385.00) and weed 
spraying that area and the safety surfacing (£130.00). 
Councillors proposed that the two quotes be accepted. 

 
19/160  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

APPLICATION  PROPOSAL LOCATION COMMENTS 

20/00157/MAO 

Outline 
Application with 
all matters 
reserved for 
residential 
development of 
up to 20 dwelling 
houses including 
40% affordable 

Land at  
Wood Lane, 
Cotton End 
Bedfordshire 

Object – outside of 
the settlement area 
(Policy 5S), Cotton 
End (or Eastcotts) 
does not form part of 
the spatial strategy 
(Policy 4S) and the 
development does 
NOT support or 
enhance the 
community (Policy 7S)  

  

 The Clerk was asked to request an extension of the comments deadline for 

two other applications which had been received after the agenda was 

published 
 

19/161  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

 The questionnaires had been distributed to all households in the village with 
information about how to get additional copies if required. 

 It was noted that the condition of the Old School building was deteriorating, 
and responses to the question regarding possibilities for future use would be 
interesting.  Councillors had had an informative meeting with the Estates 
Manager of Southill Estates in relation to the Neighbourhood Plan and 
matters in the village. 

19/162 VILLAGE HALL  

The Village Hall Management Committee had sought quotations for white 
lining the village hall car park, but asked that the Parish Council meet the 
majority of the costs as the carpark is parish property.  The Clerk Confirmed 
that the Management Committee was not responsible for the maintenance of 
the car park. 

Members reviewed the quotation provided by the Management Committee. 

RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from Edwards Surfacing in the sum of 
£1200 + VAT to complete the marking of the Village Hall car park. 
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19/163 PARKING AND VERGES 

 Members discussed the response from Bedford Borough Council regarding 
the verges in the village, particularly on High Road and Bunkers Lane.  The 
Borough Council had no budget for verge improvements and suggested that 
the Parish Council could meet the costs if work was required.  Indicative costs 
for replacing the verges in Bunkers Drive with ‘grasscrete’ was £7,000. 

 As it was believed that the verge on High Road was damaged by contractors 
working for the Internal Drainage Board, it was AGREED that the Clerk would 
make contact with the local officer. 

19/164 SHOCOTT SPRING FOOTPATH 

 No information on progress with designation had been received.  Cllr Stimson 
would make contact with the officer concerned. 

19/165 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 Members discussed arrangements for the first Annual Village Meeting on 
Wednesday 18th March 2020 at the Village Hall, and AGREED to meet 
informally to discuss the content of a presentation by Councillors on the work 
if the Parish Council, since its formation last year. 

 The Residents Group would give a short presentation regarding the 
Neighbourhood Plan, and any indicative results from the questionnaire. 

19/166 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

 The Clerk reported that Open Reach had accepted the complaint regarding 

the light in Meeting Close and she was wating to receive the complaints form 

to complete. 

 Bedfordshire Association of Town & Parish Councils had advised that the 

membership fees for 2020/21 would be £176.00 

19/167 MATTERS FOR INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION 

 Cllr Merel outlined the various matters that he had referred to highways in 

November and the lack of action.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would make 

contact for further information. 

 Cllr Stimson had attended the BATPC training on Transparency & Audit and 

found it very useful. 

 Cllr Stimson asked if the Council would be willing to make a contribution to 

the Baptist Church for the use of the hall for its meetings. 

 RESOLVED: To pay the Baptist Church £10.00 per meeting and to request an 

invoice for 2019/20 so that payment could be made before the end of the 

financial year. 
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