
Cotton End Parish Council 
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Minutes of the Meeting of Cotton End Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 12th 

March 2020 at the Baptist Church Hall, Cotton End. 

 

Present: Councillors A Merel, H Butcher, A Murray, L Seymour, A Simpson, and A 

Stimson. 

Also present Linda Carter (Clerk) 

  

19/168  APOLOGIES 

Apologies from Cllr West were received and approved. 

19/169 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Stimson made a declaration, in relation to the Grant Application, as 

Treasurer of the Village Hall Committee. 

19/170 PUBLIC SESSION 

No issues or questions. 

19/171 BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 

 The Borough Councillor was not present, but had provided a report for 

Councillors in relation to the verges on High Street and Bunkers Drive and the 

various Highways issues that had been reported by the Council. 

19/172 MINUTES 

Members received and approved the minutes of the meeting held on 13th 

February 2020. 

19/173  FINANCE AND RELATED MATTERS 

Members approved payments as follows: 

A Muskett        £102.42 

Cotton End Baptist Church (Room Hire)    £110.00 

HMRC          £52.60 

March Salary – Parish Clerk     £210.65 

Bedford Borough – Election Fees        £39.71 

 £515.38 

Members also AGREED to pay the invoice from Edwards Surfacing for lining of 

the Village Hall car park, once the work had been completed and checked, to 

enable the costs to be met from the current year’s budget. 

19/174  INSURANCE 

Members considered the quotations received from the Council’s current 

insurer, Came & Co and also from BHIB for cover from 1st April 2020. 
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Members RESOLVED to accept the quotation from BHIB for insurance for 

three years commencing April 2020 which included a subscription to the 

Parish Online mapping service. 

19/175  PLAY AREAS 

Member considered a number of matters relating to the play areas. 
 

1. Replacement seats for chair plane. 
The Clerk reported that the order was being processed but it was 
likely that payment would be required before delivery could be 
arranged. 

2. Set Aside Area. 
Cllr Butcher had collected the trees and would keep them until the 
area was ready. The rotavating had been completed and the weed 
spraying would be arranged for three to four weeks’ time. 

3. There was an issue with dog walkers not cleaning up after their 
animals and it was suggested that signage and information in the 
newsletter may help. 

19/176  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

APPLICATION  PROPOSAL LOCATION COMMENTS 

20/00264/FUL  
Single storey front, side 
and rear extension 

1 Meeting Close, 
Cotton End.  

No Objection 

20/00319/FUL  

Ground floor side and 
rear wraparound 
extension 

31 Wood Lane, 
Cotton End. 

No Objection 

  

19/177  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

 The information from the questionnaires would eb collated by Cllr West 
ready for presentation at the Annual Village Meeting.  

19/178 GRANT APPLICATION  

The Village Hall Management Committee had applied for a grant of £250 
towards the costs of an event to celebrate May Day. 

RESOLVED: To approve the grant of £250.00 for the event at the Village Hall. 

19/179 BUS SHELTERS 

 A query had been raised regarding the ownership of the brick bus shelter on 
High Street.  Cllr Gallagher had been able to confirm that it was in the 
ownership of the Parish Council. 

 Councillors noted the response but agreed that no further action was 
currently required. 

19/180 PARKING AND VERGES 

 Cllr Gallagher had made some suggestions in relation to the issue of the 
verges on High Street.  Members felt that not allowing the residents who 

http://www.parish-council.com/cottonend


 

www.parish-council.com/cottonend 
 

lived opposite to install dropped kerbs was contributing to the parking issue, 
and that installing yellow lines would penalise them further. 

 With regard to Bunkers Drive, it was felt that the only solution would be for 
all of the verges to be replaced with ‘grasscrete’.  The costs involved were 
beyond the Parish Council but may be achievable if Cllr Gallagher was able to 
commit from her ward fund.  It was suggested that a consultation with 
residents should be carried before any further action was taken. 

19/181 STREETLIGHTING 

 The Clerk reported that, so far, she had been unable to set up the account for 
the unmetered supply as UK Power Networks had failed to issue the 
appropriate certificate. E-on had been helpful, and it was hope that the issue 
would eb resolved soon. 

19/182 SHOCOTT SPRING FOOTPATH 

 No further information on progress with designation had been received.  Cllr 
Stimson had again made contact with the officer concerned, but it was 
AGREED that the Clerk would write to request a report on progress made and 
copy Cllr Gallagher in to the correspondence. 

19/183 ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING 

 Members discussed arrangements for the first Annual Village Meeting on 
Wednesday 18th March 2020 at the Village Hall, and the notes that Cllr 
Seymour had circulated regarding a presentation on the work of the Parish 
Council.  Cllr Merel shared the draft presentation that he had prepared. 

 The Residents Group would give a short presentation regarding the 
Neighbourhood Plan, and the indicative results from the questionnaire. 

19/184 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

 A letter had been received from Richard Fuller MP, addressed to the 

Chairman, inviting him to meet.  He also offered to show a group of residents 

round the Houses of Parliament if we would like to arrange a visit.  It was 

suggested that this be discussed with residents at the Annual Village Meeting. 

 The Clerk had finally received the complaints form from Open Reach in 

relation to the damaged street lamp (previous copies had been sent to the 

resident who reported the issue to the council). She would complete and 

return the form. 

19/185 MATTERS FOR INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION 

 Cllr Merel suggested a group photograph as the ‘first’ councillors. 

 Cllr Stimson asked if the Clerk could check the ‘Bulky Waste Collection’ dates 

and let her know so that the dates could be published in the village 

newsletter. 

 

 The meeting closed at 8.54pm 

http://www.parish-council.com/cottonend

