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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Cotton End Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 

14th May 2020  held on-line. 

 

Present: Councillors A Merel, M West, H Butcher, A Murray, L Seymour, A Simpson, 

and A Stimson. 

Also present Linda Carter (Clerk) 

 Cllr S Gallagher (BBC) from 8.05pm 
 

20/001  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

  Cllr Andre Merel was nominated, seconded and elected as Chairman. 

20/002  APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Cllr Marie West was nominated, seconded and elected as Vice Chairman. 

20/003  TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

  All Councillors ‘present’. 

20/004  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE 

AGENDA 

Cllr Merel advised that he was acquainted with the applicants for the 

Planning Consent and would take no part in the discussion of that item. 

20/005  PUBLIC SESSION 

Mrs Karen Watts spoke to members about a proposal for childcare at the Old 

School, which she had already outlined to Southill Estates.  Councillors 

indicated that they were happy to support the proposal. 

20/006  BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 

Cllr Gallagher reported that the Council had been meeting on-line using 

Webex which was working well.  The Community Hub had the shielding list 

supplied by the government – of which there were quite a few of the village 

residents. 

Cllr Gallagher had submitted an application to use some of her ward fund for 

grasscrete on Bunkers Drive, but a site meeting would be needed. She also 

intended to use ward funding for bulb planting and asked the Parish Council 

to identify suitable sites.  Parish Councillors raised a number of issues for her 

to investigate with the Borough Council, and thanked her for her assistance. 

20/007  MINUTES 

Members received and approved the minutes of the meeting held on 12th 

March 2020. 

20/008  STANDING ORDERS 

  Members confirmed the revised Standing Orders adopted in December 2019. 
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20/009  FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

Members confirmed the revised Financial Regulations adopted in December 

2019. 

20/010  FINANCE AND RELATED MATTERS: 

(a) Members approved the final accounts for 2019/21 showing an end of 

year balance of £10,781.59 and a VAT refund claim for £886.42. 

 

(b) Members approved payments since the previous meeting, as follows:

  

CPM Playgrounds Ltd      £156.00 

M Green Grass cutting Inv’s 63 & 65    £504.00 

HMRC          £52.60 

April Salary – Parish Clerk      £210.65 

Simpkins Garden Services      £180.00 

            £1103.25 

(c) Members approved new payments as follows: 

BATPC       £176.00 

HMRC          £52.60 

May Salary – Parish Clerk      £210.65 

M Green Inv 67       £252.00 

Complete Weed Control      £156.00 

Eon- Streetlighting          £51.53 

L Carter Expenses – ZOOM Subscription      £115.10

          £1013.88 

Members noted that the Precept payment for the first half year had been 

received from Bedford Borough Council 

20/011  PLAY AREAS 

Members were advised that the next inspections were due at the end of 

June, and that the new swing seats could be fitted at that time. 

20/012  PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

Cllr Merel had declared an interest in this matter and took no part in the discussion. 

APPLICATION  PROPOSAL LOCATION COMMENTS 

20/00803/FUL 
Two storey rear 

extension 

69 Wood Lane, 

Cotton End. 

No Objections 

 

20/013  PARISH WASTE BINS 

Cllr Stimson had raised the issue of the waste bins in the village, which 

Bedford Borough had previously confirmed were the responsibility of the 
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parish council in terms of replacement. The Clerk had contacted BBC to ask if 

replacement metal liners were available. 

20/014  OLD SCHOOL BUILDING 

A proposal regarding the educational use of the Old School had been 

discussed with Southill Estates and the Parish Councillors considered the 

proposal and AGREED to offer their support. The Clerk would write a letter. 

20/015  TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS 

Members agreed that, for the next Council year, meetings would continue to 

be held on the second Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. 

20/016 CORRESPONDENCE 

Members noted that most correspondence received had related to the 

pandemic situation. 

20/017  MATTERS FOR INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION 

BATPC had confirmed an increase to the level of government agreed tax free 

allowance for (regular)home working. Members discussed the matter and 

agreed to consider again at a future meeting. 

Cllr Merel commended the two members of the public who had been litter 

picking along the road between Shortstown and Cotton End 

Cllr Merel also raised the matter of the mirror at the Village Hall which was 

now out of alignment.  The Clerk would raise the matter with the lighting 

contractor. 

Date of next meeting – Thursday 11th June 2020. 
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