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SUMMARY OF THE RESULTS 

Overview 

Up to and including Friday 20th March 2020 358 surveys were sent out to the 
individual households within the Cotton End Parish Council District. 

As a result of this survey 87 households have responded giving a response rate of 

24.3%. This response level is well above the national average for this type of paper-
based survey within the UK. 

The highest response by road/street came from households in Wood Lane (18.4%), 

closely followed by those living in High Road (17.2%). 

The lowest response levels came from those living in Bell Lane (3.4%) and The 

Crescent (2.3%). 

There were 5.7% of respondents did not provide details of their domicile. 

 

 

ROAD/STREET NAME 

 

PERCENTAGE RESPONSE 

Wood Lane 18.4% 

High Road 17.2% 

Manor Way 11.5% 

Bunkers Drive 10.3% 

Hermitage Gardens 10.3% 

Meeting Close 6.9% 

Hall Way 6.9% 

Trow Close 6.9% 

Bell Lane 3.4% 

The Crescent 2.3% 

No Address Stated 5.7% 

 

 

 

 

Section 1 – About You - Summary 
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Within the initial question related to the age of respondents 49.4% were aged 

between 40-69 with 35.6% being aged 70+ and over 72% did not consider that they 
had an illness or a recognised disability. 

In terms of the length of time people have lived within the Cotton End district, the 

largest group have lived in the area for between 21-40 years (27.6%) closely 

followed by those who have lived here for 40+ years (24.1%). 

In the multiple answers question related to the village itself, the Physical Environment 

scored the highest at 29.8% with the village Community Spirit closely behind at 

24.4%.  

Interestingly, only 6.3% of respondents recorded that the Village School was the 

reason for  living in Cotton End and this could be related to the fact that over 85% of 

respondents were 40 years old or greater and therefore would not have the need 
for a local school. 

Within the question relating to group activities within the village the highest response, 

almost 30%, recorded that they never took part in any group activities. Of those that 

did respond positively 20.7% said they took part in a weekly activity. 

 

 

Section 2 – Current Housing & Future Housing Needs - Summary 

Unsurprisingly, 100% of respondents said that they currently live in either a house, 

bungalow or flat. Only 2.3% responded by saying that they live in Private Rented 

Accommodation and only 1.1% live in Affordable Rented Accommodation, 

therefore it is fair to assume that the balance of 96.6% live in their own privately 
owned properties. 

Within the question that asked about housing needs in 10 years’ time, a large 

proportion, 57.5% responded by saying that they would need a house or a 

bungalow. 13.8% stated that they would require a home that catered for the needs 
of the older generation. This again is relevant to the response levels of the 40+ age 
groups. 

When asked about their anticipated living location in 10 years’ time, overwhelmingly 

63.5% said that they expected to remain within the Cotton End area.  

In responding to the question regarding further developments. 

Within the village on infill sites itself 63.3% agreed with only 26.6% disagreeing. 

On larger sites within the village only 12.2% agreed whilst 74.3% overwhelmingly 

disagreed. 

On sites that would enlarge the village only 7.6% agreed with this option whilst 68.4% 

disagreed. 

 

 

When asked about “What are the important considerations in design & layout of 

future housing developments.” 
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With this multiple-choice responses 21.5% stated their preference would be that all 

future developments should be in keeping with the village itself. 

20.2% requested adequate off-street parking whilst 13.8% highlighted the need for 

Communal Green Areas and Open Spaces. 

When asked about “Which of the following aspects of development would you like 

to see in Cotton End over the next 10 years.” 

Again, with this multiple response option question 29.4% said that Countryside Issues 

should be considered. 22.0% stated the need for Environmental Issues to be 

considered whilst 19.2% stated that Transport should be a consideration. Finally, 18% 

requested additional Residential Amenities should be on the list of considerations. 

 

Section 3 – Local Environmental - Summary 

Still within the multiple-choice question options, the first category considered the 

question “Which of the following would help enhance the general appearance of 

Cotton End.” 

The top three answers were 20.6% for planting more trees and shrubs, 18.6% quoted 

tidier roadside verges would enhance the village appearance and 17.5% requested 

more flowers be planted. 

The next multiple-choice question in Section 3 asked, “Which of the following green 

space areas is most important to you and why.” 

Shocott Spring overwhelmingly outscored any other option with 47.4% quoting this as 

the most important green space and unsurprisingly dog walking came out as the 

main reason why. The next closest response was the views over farmland with 20.5% 

quoting this response and again dog walking and general walking in the open air 
was the reason why respondents quoted this answer. 

When asked “How important to you are the views entering Cotton End.”               

54.7% stated that they were very important and 38.4% quoted quite important.      

This leaves only 7% of respondents who either didn’t have an opinion or felt it was 

not important at all. 

The final multiple-choice question in Section 3 asked “What factors could enhance 

the natural environment of Cotton End.”                                                                            

The need to encourage wildlife habitats came out as the top response with 26.0% 

agreeing. 16.7% stated that minimizing noise pollution would enhance the village 

and 2 identical responses of 13.5% quoted the need for an allotment or a 

community run garden. 

The final question asked, “What do you think should happen to the old Cotton End 

School site?” Only a relatively small number of overall respondents answered this 

question (42.5%) and of those that did 62.2% said it should be converted to housing 

whilst 35.1% stated that it should be converted to a business/office space.  

 

Section 4 – Community Facilities – Summary 

The initial question in Section 4 has many sub-sections to the first set of questions and 
the responses are tabulated as follows: 
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Sub Section Satisfied Dissatisfied 
Don’t Know/ 

No Opinion 

Health & Welfare 24.7% 41.2% 34.1% 

Schools 51.2% 2.3% 46.5% 

Pre-Schools/Childcare 27.1% 4.7% 68.2% 

Indoor Sport Facilities 22.1% 29.1% 48.8% 

Outdoor Sports Facilities 42.9% 21.4% 35.7 

Facilities for U18’s 13.1% 34.5% 52.4% 

Facilities for O65’s 35.6% 20.7% 43.7% 

Facilities for Hire/Function 79.5% 1.1% 19.3% 

People with Disabilities 35.4% 13.4% 51.2% 

Allotments 4.8% 36.1% 59.0% 

Clubs & Societies 51.9% 14.8% 33.3% 

Police & Security 19.0% 45.2% 35.7% 

 

When asked in Freeform Text the question “If you think we need more businesses or 

jobs in Cotton End please suggest what is needed.” 

Of those that responded the overwhelming response was for a shop and a doctor’s 
surgery. 

Finally, in this section the questionnaire asked, “Is it important that development does 

not have a harmful impact on either Historical Buildings & Conservation.”                               

73.3% of respondents said that it was Very Important whilst 23.3% said it was Quite 

Important with only 3.5% saying that they either Don’t Know or have No Opinion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 5 – Infrastructure, Travel, Transport & Communications – Summary 

The initial question in Section 5 has multiple sub-sections to the first set of questions 
and the responses are tabulated as follows: 
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Infrastructure 

Infrastructure Good Acceptable 
Requires 

Improvement 
Sewage & Drainage 33.3% 38.3% 28.4% 

Water Supply 49.4% 42.0% 8.6% 

Mobile Phone Signal 5.0% 22.5% 72.5% 

Broadband Speed 20.8% 35.1% 44.2% 

Pavements 24.1% 367% 39.2% 

Rural Footpaths 14.8% 34.6% 50.6% 

Cycle Paths 24.7% 47.9% 27.4% 

 

When asked the question “Should future developments include Green Energy 

measures such as solar panels or heat pumps.”  

67.1% agreed with the question whilst 10.6% disagreed, leaving 22.4% either having 

No Opinion or Don’t Know. 

 

Travel & Transport – Various levels of response per method were rec’d. 

Which method of travel do you 

regularly use 

Car/Van 

95.4% 

Bus   

29.9% 

Park & 

Ride 6.9% 
Commute to/from School 4.2% 1.8% 0 

Commute to/from Station 7.8% 8.8% 0 

Travel on Business 8.4% 10.5% 0 

Take children to/from School 4.6% 0 0 

Grocery Shopping 16.7% 12.3% 0 

Other Shopping 15.8% 22.8% 42.9% 

Visit Family & Friends 15.4% 12.3% 14.3% 

Take Part in Leisure Activities 12.0% 7.0% 0 

Health Visits to Doctor/Dentist 15.0% 24.6% 42.9% 

 

Which method of travel do you 

regularly use 

Train  

5.7% 

Motorcycle 

2.3% 

Bicycle 

6.9% 
Commute to/from School 0 0 0 

Commute to/from Station 7.7% 0 0 

Travel on Business 23.1% 28.6% 0 

Take children to/from School 0 0 0 

Grocery Shopping 7.7% 0 0 

Other Shopping 15.4% 14.3% 11.1% 

Visit Family & Friends 7.7% 28.6% 33.3% 

Take Part in Leisure Activities 30.8% 0 55.6% 

Health Visits to Doctor/Dentist 7.7% 28.6% 0 

 

Which method of travel do you 

regularly use 

Walk 

34.5% 

Taxi 

6.9% 

Other 

1.1% 
Commute to/from School 9.8% 0 0 

Commute to/from Station 0 30.0% 100% 
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Travel on Business 1.6% 0 0 

Take children to/from School 16.4% 0 0 

Grocery Shopping 3.3% 10.0% 0 

Other Shopping 6.6% 0 0 

Visit Family & Friends 18.0% 10.0% 0 

Take Part in Leisure Activities 41.0% 30.0% 0 

Health Visits to Doctor/Dentist 3.3% 20.0% 0 

 

Train 

When asked “If you use the train for commuting which station do you start from?”     

All of respondents (15) quoted the Bedford Main Station as their departure point with 

no one stating Bedford St. Johns. 

 

Bus 

The question in Section 5 has multiple sub-sections and the responses are tabulated 
as follows: 

What would encourage you to use the bus more frequently Response 

Improved times 14.9% 

Better located bus stops 7.5% 

Better reliability of bus service 13.2% 

More bus shelters 8.0% 

Live travel updates 9.2% 

More convenient transport connections 4.0% 

Easier access for getting on/off buses 4.6% 

More appropriate destinations 9.8% 

Better links to employment hubs 1.1% 

More affordable fares 14.9% 

Shorter journey times 1.7% 

I don't want to use the bus service 10.9% 

 

 

 

 

Traffic Management 

This final question in Section 5 has multiple sub-sections and the responses are 
tabulated as follows: 
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With regard to recent traffic management changes, what 

improvements would you like to see? 
Response 

More Parking Provision 33.3% 

Improved Road Surfaces 19.3% 

Lower Speed Limits 9.7% 

More Speed Humps 7.4% 

Ban HGVs 17.6% 

Speed Indicators 13.1% 

 


