
 'City Steam Mills (Corn)' is depicted and annotated on the first and second editions fo the Ordnance 

Survey 25in map of 1890 and 1900; on the third edition of about 1920 the site is annotated 'Snowdon 

Mills (Flour)'. The mill is believed to have been established in 1870 as a steam-powered mill, initially 

using rollers in conjunction with conventional millstones and later operating as a roller mill. 

 

The founder of the business was Alderman Thomas Lewis, who commenced it in a very humble way in 

1830. Previous to starting in the milling trade, Mr. Lewis had considerable interest in a distributive 

business which he built up in the district. The first milling venture of this intrepid man of commerce was 

a little mill in Anglesey; Pentre Barn and Cadnant Mills soon followed, and worked in conjunction with 

one near Bethesda,  and later the steam flour mill in Dean Street, Bangor, was started in 1870. 

IF a line is drawn southwards from Rhyl to Montgomery and then West to Barmouth, the angle formed 

embraces almost the whole of North Wales. Besides a small roller flour mill on the island of Anglesey, 

there was only one other mill in that part of the Principality at Bangor. Its name was the Snowdon Flake 

Flour Mills. There was a spacious wharf and steamship berth for vessels of 300 tons in the same 

ownership. This was quite near and is a material factor in the success which Messrs Lewis & Co attained 

because by this means the cost of landing goods from steamers was much below that on the public 

wharves.  



 

In addition. the firm carried on a large meal trade, the Mills being fitted with a good provender plant for 

the purpose. A fair business in grain, seeds, cakes and other feeding stuffs was done and all the 

conditions affecting the Mills seem to attract local trade. Periodically this machinery has been renewed 

and increased so that it can turn out something like 9 sacks of flour per hour besides 300 tons of meal 

per week. Owned by Messrs Thos. Lewis and Co., a firm of very high repute in the district. 



 

The power of the Mill was its heart; therefore mention is first made of the steam engine which was a 

modern one by Messrs Pollitt & Wigzell Ltd. of Sowerby Bridge. It was of the compound tandem type, 

being fitted with the latest contrivances for securing economy. The water was pumped from the River 

Adda which runs close by the premises. 

The first 3 breakings of the wheat were treated by Robinsons cyclo-pneumatic seperators which divide 

the broken stock, first according to its gravity and then according to its size and ahape.  



 

Alderman Thomas Lewis confessed that he named his Mills and their top quality flour after the snow on 

the summit of Snowdon, because a flake of snow on that mountain is the acme of purity and this is the 

standard which he and his sons always endeavoured to maintain. 

There were two large buildings for warehousing purposes, one for flour mill products and the other for 

general goods. Other features are the foreman's office, sack cleaning and storing rooms joinery with 

circular saw and lathe, engineering shopsmithy for repair work and shoeing horses, stabling for 19 

animals and shedding for 5 wagons. 



 

 

By 1912, however, the “top quality” which Milling praises has not saved the Mill from Receivership–THE 



LONDON GAZETTE, 2 MAY, 1913. North Wales. CITY OF BANGOR. TO BE SOLD, pursuant to an Order of 

the High Court of Justice, made in an action in the matter of the SNOWDON FLAKE FLOUR MILLS Ltd., 

 

 


