
 

 

WELSH ST DONATS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
SITE MEETING : 26TH May 2021 at Pysgodlyn Mawr 
 
PRESENT: Elizabeth Felton (Natural Resources Wales), Councillors Glyn Jenkins and 
Nick Craddock and the Clerk. 
 
TO DISCUSS: the NRW Condition Assessment Report (214) THE CONDITION 
ASSESSMENT REPORT (2014) Pysgodlyn Mawr/Hensol Forest/SSSI NRW:08250372 
 
Elizabeth Felton outlined her role within NRW with regard to SSSIs in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 
 
Nick Craddock outlined reasons for WSDCC requesting a site meeting: 
- to discuss the Condition Assessment Report  
- to ascertain progress made since 2014 when the report was published and plans for 
the future. 
 
A general discussion followed about the condition of the lake and the wildlife in and 
around it. As the report stated, there are adverse issues with water quality, sediment 
and non-native species.  
 
A cited species, pillwort (a grass-like plant) is no longer in evidence. Similarly, water 
vole that were present historically no longer are in evidence. One cited species is still 
present - the Downy Emerald (dragonfly), for which conditions remain good. One area 
around the lake is classified as a fen rather than a bog and is fed by several small 
streams with clean water. Recent tracks had indicated the presence of either mink or 
possibly otter and a camera trap will establish which. 
 
The water lily that provides most surface cover on the lake is not native to Wales, but it 
is thought it is best for it to remain. 
 
The fishing club has been established for some time and the pegs from which the 
members fish have been improved by the club to prevent erosion of the banks.   
Although the report considered current fishery a potential threat to the site, it did not 
appear that NRW intended to prevent carp fishing. A large (approx. 1.8m) Wels Catfish 
(a non-native species) had been removed from the lake recently by NRW. It remains 
possible further catfish could be present. 
 
Although the report had highlighted the poor condition of the lake in all categories, 
Elizabeth was keen to emphasise its value and confirmed that it would retain SSSI 
status, due in part to the presence of the Downy Emerald which is relatively rare and 
appears to be flourishing. 
 
Elizabeth explained that rotational tree felling in the surrounding forest also allowed for 
further diversity, which gave a positive slant to the devastation experienced as a result 
of recent felling. 
 
 



 

 

By chance we were joined by two well-known local naturalists who expressed the view 
that ride management in the forest and around the lake would enhance and encourage 
diversity. 
 
NRW are preparing a draft plan for future management of the Forest.  Rotational tree 
felling for timber would continue and management of the lake and a fringe area around 
would be holistic and integrated to encourage biodiversity. 
 
Members of the Community Council thank Elizabeth Felton for attending and strongly 
supported NRW plans to keep the community aware of the significance of the lake 
through regularly updating WSDCC regarding the rollout of the SSSI management plan, 
together with informative signage for the benefit of the wider public. 
 
 
 


