
 

 

                                                                                   
            WELSH ST DONATS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
                                              CYNGOR CYMUNED LLANDDWUDD 
          MINUTES OF COMMUNITY COUNCIL REMOTE MEETING ON  
                     3rd November 2020 
 
PRESENT: Councillors Emma Hall (in the Chair), Mark Hastings, Nick Craddock, Ann 
Thomas, Glyn Jenkins, Graham Duffield and County Councillor Michael Morgan.    After 
his co-option had been approved Stuart Gaskell joined the meeting as a Councillor. 
 
1. (618) PUBLIC FORUM:  The Clerk had not received any issues for this item. 
Following advice from One Voice Wales concerning public attendance at remote 
meetings, it had been agreed to continue with current practice and request residents 
write in or email issues they would like raised at meetings.  This information is on every 
agenda and in the updates on the website and notice board. 
  
2. (619) RECEIVE APOLOGIES:  Councillors Peter Castle and PCSO Richard Davies 
 
3. (620) DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS:  None 
 
4. (621) MINUTES AND AGENDA: Minutes of the meeting on 6th October 2020 and the 
agenda for this meeting were approved and signed.  
 
5. (622) POLICE REPORT: No member of SW Police was available to attend, however an 
emailed report from PCSO Richard Davies noted there had been two burglaries from a 
stable and sheds in the Welsh St Donats community area.  However, from his crime 
report it appears that in the Peterston super Ely Ward there had been an increase in 
similar shed burglaries and thefts.  Other crimes in the Ward related to breaches of covid 
regulations, business fraud and drugs, none of which were committed in our community 
area.  It was noted that the Police did not intend sending a representative to join 
meetings of Community Councils in the Vale for the foreseeable future.   
Councillor Michael Morgan felt it was important and not onerous on the police to expect 
them to provide a representative to attend remote meetings and he would take this up 
with SW Police. 
ACTION:  When reporting crime figures in the update, the Clerk should emphasise the 
need for securing outbuildings. 
 
6. (623) REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR MICHAEL MORGAN: 
M4/A48 Link Consultation (to 27.12.20):  Michael Morgan had attended a meeting 
earlier in the evening with Emma Reed, other officers from the Vale Council and 
representatives from Community Councils (Nick Craddock from Welsh St Donats 
Community Council) local to the proposed Link.  He would be providing a summary of 
the meeting but felt the meeting had been useful. 
ACTION: Clerk to put Community Council response to consultation on next agenda 
Castell Talyfan 16/00335/FUL :- Michael Morgan said he would follow this up. 
Gly Jenkins confirmed that the site was still active but the volume of traffic was slightly 
reduced. 



 

 

Glyn Jenkins also reported a possible unauthorised business on the lane to Cwm Farm.  
Michael Morgan requested further details and said he would look into it. 
The Chair thanked Michael Morgan for his report.  Michael Morgan then left the meeting. 
ACTION:  Glyn Jenkins to forward details to Michael Morgan 
 
7. (624) MATTERS ARISING: 
(1)  Castell Talyfan 16/00335/FUL:  Councillors discussed this further following 
Michael Morgan’s comments above and agreed that the Community Council should also 
follow this up. 
ACTION: The Clerk to draft a response for circulation to members. 
(2)  Fly tipping: No response had yet been received from the Vale Council after re-
sending an email regarding reporting the incidences of fly tipping. 
ACTION: Clerk to email Vale Council, cc Michael Morgan, and request a response 
(3) Hensol Forest:  
 - Damage to tracks and verges:  As agreed, Neil and Ann Thomas attended a meeting 
with Geraint Price of Natural Resources Wales and a contractor in Hensol Forest on 
3.11.20.   Encouragingly Mr Price agreed to remove uprooted trees obstructing paths, 
clear muddy tracks and ditches and generally improve the current state of footpaths 
through the Forest around Psygodlyn Mawr.  He also undertook to reinstate some ‘desire 
line’ paths to the Lake and improve the low, flooded area of path at the crossroads near 
the Village Hall.  The work would be done in phases, possible starting in the next few 
months.  Replanting trees would follow later.  It was agreed to monitor progress before 
contacting the Vale Council Footpaths Officer as was previously considered. 
(4) Elect Vice Chair:  Peter Castle was appointed as Vice Chair for 20-21 
(8) Casual Vacancy: it was agreed to move this item up the agenda.  The co-option of 
Stuart Gaskell had been previously agreed online so was it was RESOLVED to co-opt him 
as a Community Council member.  Stuart was invited to join the meeting at 8.00pm. The 
Chair welcomed him and each member of the Council at the meeting introduced 
themselves.   
ACTION: The Clerk had provided him with an acceptance of office form for signature and 
the Election Office would be informed of his details. 
(5) Defibrillator for Welsh St Donats: The Clerk had prepared a summary of 
background information collected from neighbouring Councils.  Following discussion it 
was agreed that the most suitable site for the defibrillator would be the porch of the 
Church, this location had previously been approved by the PCC.  Community funding was 
discussed and it was agreed to consider possibilities at the next meeting.    
ACTION:  For next agenda 
(6)  Pond at Welsh St Donats: The Clerk had consulted Chris Rees (Operational 
Manager NRW) for advice as to how to manage the pond.  He had prior experience from a 
former role and agreed to visit and assess the pond.  No report had been received to date. 
ACTION:  Clerk to contact Chris Rees for an update. 
The shrubs and hedges are cut back annually around the pond and it was agreed that 
Allan Williams should be asked to do this.   
After a brief discussion the contract for grass cutting 2021 was approved and the Chair 
signed the two copies of the contract. 



 

 

ACTION:  Clerk to request Allan Williams signs both copies of the contract and returns 
one to the Clerk and to request he cut back the overgrown hedges and shrubs around the 
pond, 
(7)  Welsh St Donats and Pendoylan Charity Trust:  a summary of the current 
situation with the Pendoylan and WSD trust was presented by Councillor Ann Thomas. It 
was agreed that further discussion would be needed between the current trustees to 
decide the future direction of the Trust and that Ann would keep the Community Council 
informed of any developments.  
 
(8). (625) HIGHWAYS AND PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY:  
Stuart Gaskell reported that the footpath between Prisk and Bryn-y-Ddafad (footpath 17) 
had been blocked for some time by maize that had been planted right up to the hedge in 
the field at the Prisk end of the path making access impossible.  The maize had recently 
been harvested leaving the path churned up and unsuitable for walking. 
ACTION: Clerk to report to the PROW Officer 
Local access to footpaths was discussed and those using the paths who have specific 
concerns should contact the Clerk or report directly to the Vale Council through 
contactonevale@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
 
At this point in the meeting we were informed by ZOOM that our connection to the 
virtual meeting would shortly cease and could not be reconnected. 
 
It was therefore quickly agreed that following the end of the meeting the Clerk should go 
through the remaining items on the agenda.  Those items that could be postponed should 
be dealt with at the next meeting on 1st December and those items that required more 
urgent attention should be approved by online consultation through email and noted at 
the next meeting. 
The meeting finished at 9.35pm  
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED BETWEEN 6.10.20 to 3.11.20 
FOR POSSIBLE ACTION: 
*received by mail 
Vale of Glamorgan Council: 
One Voice Wales:  
Guidance for Community Councils regarding members of the public joining remote 
meetings. 
General:  
Wales Audit -Future Audit Arrangements for T & CCs in Wales  
NO ACTION NEEDED:  
Vale of Glamorgan Council: 
Phase 3 Local business Fund – applications to 20.11.20 
Meet the buyer event 
Council Leaders’ statement regarding two week lockdown to 9.11.20 
CLC meeting minutes 6.10.20 
*M4/A48 Link consultation – hard copy of consultation documents passed to Nick 
Craddock 

mailto:contactonevale@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk


 

 

Michael Morgan: 
Requests Vale Council extends M4 Link consultation to allow for fire break 
One Voice Wales: 
Starleaf Conferencing offer 
Social Farms and Gardens – free webinar for lease signing 
Training sessions for November 
Workforce (two-tier system) Code of Practice monitoring – not applicable 
Remote meetings survey results 
Minutes of area meeting 12.10.20 
Coronavirus updates 
BAME Helpline Wales - details 
Free Webinar Training – participatory budgeting 2.11.21 
Helping Councils provide better access to Deaf Community 
Where next for Councils – discussion event 16.10.20 
Welsh Government: 
Electoral Reform Newsletter 
The Waste (Wales) (Misc Amendments) Regulations and explanatory memorandum 
Remembrance Day updates 
General: 
RCT LDP 
Resident of Peterston super Ely ward – copy of letter sent to Councillor Peter  

King, Vale Council Cabinet member for Neighbourhood Services and Transport 
regarding concerns over M4/A48 Link 

Aerial Photography 2020 Member Agreement  
Resident – thanks for arranging NRW meeting 
Resident of Tair Onen – raising concerns over footpaths in the Tair Onen Forest  
 areas. 
Sian Evans: confirmation that PCC approve increase in charges for mowing  
 Churchyard in 2021 
Environment Agency – appeal by NNB Genco at Hinkly Point for permit variation  
Older Peoples Commissioner for Wales – newsletter 
20’s Plenty for Us 
Advertising: Adventure Playgrounds Wales, Planning Aid Wales online training, Penarth 
TC Charity Virtual Quizz, Blachere Illuminations,  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


