Welsh St Donats Community Council
Chair’s Report for the year 2016-2017
We started the year with 7 Councillors and were lucky to co-opt Emma Hall to fill the vacancy. Throughout the last year the Community Council has continued to strive to represent the interests of the whole community and our activities have included:
Managing the Environment
The Council have, where necessary, continued to contact landowners or the Vale Council to request that overgrown hedges and trees be cut back. The Vale Council have headed previous requests to delay cutting back hedgerows and verges but we have been active in identifying junctions where visibility has been reduced and therefore some trimming has been necessary.

We have also been in constant discussion with the Vale Council with regard to maintenance of the public footpaths, and this dialogue is still ongoing.
Every Council meeting Councillors provide details of any potholes observed and these are reported to the Vale Council for repair. 
Planning 
8 planning applications have been discussed in the year and the Council has commented where appropriate. In addition there have been several instances where it has been necessary to advise the Vale Council of breaches and/or concerns with implementation of planning conditions.
The dominant planning concern has been Hendrewennol Fruit Farm. The activities at the farm of been of concern to the local residents and they brought this to the notice of the Community Council. We have pursued the matter with the Vale Council and on 31st August 2016 an Enforcement Order was served to remove a building and all equipment used for leisure or recreational purposes on the site. This was not agreed by Hendrewennol Fruit Farm and a Planning Appeal was held on 10th January 2017 – decision awaited.
The decision by National Resources Wales to sell of land at Tair Onen also has occupied the Community Council with regular updates and discussions.

Community Support and Public Forum at Council Meetings
The Public Forum at the Community Council Meetings has been very active this year with members of the public raising concerns about Hendrewennol activities, increases of traffic in the lanes generally and also specifically in the lanes surrounding Hendrewennol. Serious concerns have been also raised regarding safety and the likelihood of accidents due to the increase in traffic. The community council has reported all the concerns to the Vale Council and continues to seek updates and any progress.
Projects 

The notice board at Maendy was replaced due to damage.

The pond at Welsh St Donats is becoming very overgrown but our practice of reducing the plant growth in the pond has always been overseen and agreed with an ecologist to avoid any harm or disturbance to resident creatures. This year we have run into trouble as we have lost the usual contact and replacement has proven difficult. Hopefully the situation will be resolved over the next few weeks.
Community Council Actions
During the year the council were consulted on many proposals and codes of practise. We discussed 31 key documents throughout the year that were considered relevant to Welsh St Donats Community Council and we adopted 3 documents as codes of practice and responded to another 8 documents. 
Training
During the year two Councillors attended the Council Meeting training course.
Community Council Representations
The Chair and his wife represented the Community Council at Remembrance Sunday as guests of Cowbridge Mayor.
In December I had the pleasure of switching on the Christmas Tree Lights at Welsh St. Donats Church, the tree was small but the enthusiasm from Father Edwin and the children more than compensated.
Andrew Foyle continued to represent the Council at One Voice Wales meetings; 
I represented the Council at Community Liaison meetings with Nick Craddock deputising when I was unavailable.

The Council also provides Trustees for the WSD and Pendoylan Charity Trust and Ann Thomas continues to take on that role as well as representing the Council as temporary Additional Governor at Pendoylan School. 
Bill Fawcett and I continued to represent the Community Council on the Welsh St Donats Community Hall Committee.
Finance
Our financial affairs continue to be in good order and the Council agreed to set the precept for 2016/17 at £5,000.00, the same as the previous year.
External Contributors

A standard agenda item at every meeting is to discuss law and order matters and a police representative attends the meetings. The crime reports for Welsh St Donats have been very low but have included:
· Dog dangerously out of control in Tair Onen causing minor injuries to one person. 

· Foam and plastic signs had been taken from Hendrewennol in mid June

· A forced entry into an empty cottage in Hensol 
· Incidents occurring in Heol y March at the end of October. These incidents involved damage to signage caused by a collision, a fuel truck causing an obstruction, a damaged gate and unfounded allegations made about a resident. All these have been resolved with the exception of the damaged gate

Vale of Glamorgan Councillor Rhodri Traherne attends every meeting and updates us with Vale of Glamorgan Council matters and offers the Council advice and guidance on many issues. Rhodri stood down as Vale Councillor on 4th May 2017 and his contribution and willingness to help the Welsh St Donats Community Council will be greatly missed.
 I will now take the opportunity to thank all committee contributors and in particular my fellow Councillors for their support during my year of Office as Chair, and of course my thanks to the Clerk to the Council, Vicki Pearce, who provides the perfect balance of support and guidance.

Graham Duffield        May 7th 2017
Chair, Welsh St Donats Community Council
