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This is the report for the Council year 2011-2012. As the council was not up to full membership it continued to strive to ensure that the views, concerns and wishes of the community were acted upon and had supported each other to ensure full representation of  the Council on the Welsh St Donats Charity Trust, the Village Hall Committee, the Community Liaison Committee and One Voice Wales. The recent elections of Community and Vale Councils hopefully will return the Community Council to a full complement and that the election  has  encouraged new members. .(An article was included in the Parish Magazine to inform the residents of the Parish of this opportunity.)

Working within the community the Council continued to support the community ecologically by  maintaining  the village pond and the church grounds. The mowing contract was reviewed and renewed.  With the advice of our local ecologist Stephen Lowe the Council ensured the protection of our pond life and amphibians in their annual migration.

In this year Councillors with local and voluntary groups ensured the village pond was a visible focal point in the village.  It was my pleasure to be invited to  ‘switch on’ the Christmas tree lights and to be present at the carol service  which had attracted a good attendance and in being able to represent the Community Council  at the Remembrance Service in Cowbridge.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Councillor Tony Wilson, who has stepped down having now moved out of the parish, for his tireless contribution to Welsh St Donats Community Council and as the booking clerk and its related duties for the Community Hall.

Likewise to all Councillors who have supported me and taken on the chairmanship in my absence.  

Our financial affairs continue to be in good order and as a Council have continued to maintain our abilities to fulfil our responsibilities in the setting of the annual precept that reflected the current financial climate but did not incur a large increase.

Planning matters throughout the year were considered by the Council and the opportunity to access details via the Vale of Glamorgan Planning website enabled Councillors to be full informed of the details of Planning prior to the meetings. Highway matters continued to review the ‘potholes’ and other conditions that has affected the lanes and roads.  Recently in collaboration with Penllyn Council in establishing a proposal that would consider a pedestrian walkway on either side of the A4222.  The Local Development Plan was presented to the Council for observations and although the report  did not affect the community directly proposals connected with adjoining Community Councils may have some impact in the future which will be continually monitored. 

Vale Councillor Rhodri Traherne has continued to keep us informed of issues affecting Welsh St Donats and also the wider Vale, such as the Vale of Glamorgan Local Development Plan, and initiatives with recycling. PC Mark Goulding and PCSO Matt Smith attended Council meetings to update the council members on reported crime in the area, which was generally low.  

I have enjoyed my year as Chairman, and I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their support and especially our Clerk, Victoria Pearce for her continuous and invaluable  support and advice throughout.

Peter Castle 

Chairman  08 May 2010                  



