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Welcome to our 2019 AGM, and apologies for my absence. 

The thirteen months since our last AGM has been a momentous period; we began the 2018/19 
session with Ms Hill as Head Teacher and located in the old school building that was not fit to house 
the children through another winter! I would like to use this short report to record some of the key 
moments in the last year and our thanks to many members of the community who have made this 
year possible.

The building
Our new school building is a remarkable achievement, a testament to the community and the 
tenacity of those involved. The improvement in the facilities has been appreciated by the children 
from day one, when Fionn opened the school with the help of Ms Hill, and by the many political 
figures who have come by in the intervening months. I would like to record my thanks to the SCSB 
Ltd board and all who made this building possible.

Staff and structure
Much of the past eighteen months has been focussed on the staffing situation within the school, 
working with Highland Council and the parent body to establish a sustainable leadership and 
management structure and ensure we have the right people in place to deliver it.

Whilst we are not yet there and the current situation has not been made permanent by Highland 
Council (while they finalise proposals across the rest of the Ardnamurchan ASG), the move to the 3-
18 model is working well and the children are benefitting from a stable and talented teaching staff 
that was far from certain at this point last year. I am grateful to Mr Miller-Craig for all he has done to 
move the school forward and to ensure that the staff have the leadership and support needed to 
keep delivering for the children. I am delighted that Mrs Patterson has stepped in to the newly 
created Principal Teacher role, thank her for all her work so far and wish her continued success for 
this session and beyond.

This year has seen a number of departures from the school; with Lorna Michie, Carol Cameron, 
Janice Mackinnon and Natalie Ronald all moving on. Thanks to all their efforts of the past year (and 
for the many years before) and we wish Lorna a very happy retirement.

There is still a pressing staffing issue facing the school, along with all schools in Highland, the 
restructuring of ASN provision. There is a consultation meeting on 4th December that I would 
encourage all parents to attend to ensure that Highland Council are fully aware of the strength of 
feeling regarding the impact of the changes. We have lobbied both local councillors and MSP and 
should continue to do so during this process.

Academic Standards
October 2018 saw the follow-up inspection visit from Education Scotland, to assess progress against 
our improvement plan. We were pleased to report that the inspectors we satisfied that the school 
had made good progress across the three improvement areas. However, they noted the uncertainty 
in the leadership structure and requested the Highland Council send a follow-up letter and report 



within 12 months of the report date (4th December 2018). As yet we have not seen the Highland 
Council letter.

Conclusion
The past year has been turbulent and has seen huge changes, my hope for the coming year would be 
that a level of stability returns and the parent council is able to turn its attention to the more normal 
tasks of supporting the staff in to deliver excellence, holding the Highland Council to account in 
supporting the school and fundraising.

I would like to thank my fellow parent council office bearers, Laura Wilson and Laura Sutherland for 
all their efforts this year, the parent council would simply not function without you both! Thank-you 
to all the parents for supporting the school with endless baking and volunteering, with such a small 
parent body it is very hard to hide! It makes such a difference when everyone is engaged and 
supportive. Finally, thanks to all the staff for their tireless efforts with the children, we are lucky to 
have such dedicated and talented people in Strontian Primary School & Nursery.


