
 

 

From Councillor Colin Noble, County Councillor for Row Heath 

Visit suffolk.gov. 

s 

Visit suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus for health advice, service changes, business 

support and schools’ guidance.  
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March 2022 Row Heath 

Parish Councils Report 

Thank you for reading my monthly Parish report. 

 

Whilst the weather is rather changeable at the moment, we are slowly leaving winter 

behind us, and Spring is in the air. And despite all the Covid restriction have finished 

Its still important to keep doing the basics. ended its still important to be considerate 

of other people and we should all be mindful that we all have a collective 

responsibility to each other. So please follow these basic guidelines: 

 

• Get fully vaccinated and have your booster  

• Wash your hands regularly with soap and water 

• Always wear a face-covering in crowded areas 

• Ventilate indoor spaces 

• Get tested regularly and stay at home if you feel unwell. 

 

We know that not everyone can follow all the guidance, such as those who can’t 

wear face coverings, but that’s ok. It all helps.  

 

Since my last Parish Report, the war in Ukraine continues and the news and pictures 

make for grime watching. In the skies above our communities the war is brought 

home as those brave USAF and our own Armed Forces personnel who live in our 

communities are flying into eastern Europe as a part of NATO’s resolve. Over the 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/
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past few years, I think we had all hoped that the need for NATO was a thing of the 

past sadly not. Now more than ever our security is a collective security. 

 

Over the next few pages, I report some of what’s been happening and info I hope 

you find useful. 

 

Take Care, 

 

Colin. 

 

Over 98.5% of pupils receive a place at one of their preferred Secondary 

Schools on National Offer Day 

It was announced on March 1st that 98.51% of pupils received a place at one of their 
Preferred Secondary Schools in Suffolk on National Offer Day. 

This year, Suffolk County Council (SCC) received 7768 applications from parents 
indicating at which secondary school they would prefer their child to be educated 
from September 2022. 
 
7339 pupils received offers for their first preference school and 7652 pupils received 
an offer for one of their three preferred schools. 
 
Families who applied online are able to log on to the Admissions Portal from today to 
see their child’s offer. They will also receive an email to confirm this offer. Letters will 
be sent to parents who made a paper application by second class post today (1 
March). 

If a family does not receive a place at their preferred school, their child’s name will 
automatically be added to the waiting list for that school. Parents will also be advised 
on how to log an appeal should they wish to do so. 
 
Starting secondary school is a big step in a child’s education and the more we can 
do to make the transition to a new school smoother for them, the better. 

 

Once school places have been confirmed, parents need to consider how their child 
will get to and from school. If their child is eligible for SCC funded school travel they 
will receive an email by the end of March 2022 with details of how to opt-in. 

For further information on secondary school admissions please 
visit www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/schools/school-places/
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Suffolk County Council’s leaving care service receives high praise from Ofsted 

On March 3rd, Suffolk County Council’s leaving care service received high praise 
from Ofsted after a recent visit. 

Ofsted inspectors assessed the local authority’s arrangement for care leavers as part 
of a focused visit to the service. The visit follows on from the Outstanding rating 
received by SCC’s Children’s Services department in 2019. The services for children 
in care and care leavers was the only area at the time to be rated ‘Good’ and 
therefore was an area of priority for the council. 

At the recent visit inspectors concluded that care leavers are successfully helped to 
transition to independence and reach their full potential. The service was seen to 
have a culture that is “determined, ambitious and creative” with practitioners who 
build trusting relationships with care leavers. Practitioners were seen accessing a 
wide range of specialist expertise to provide services to care leavers that are 
individualised and responsive. 

Inspectors also said that “Many care leavers achieve well, exceeding their own 
expectations. All are valued and their achievements are celebrated. Persistent efforts 
are made to reach out to those who are difficult to engage.” 

The full report can be found here: https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50178373 

 

Help to reduce the environmental impact of your home 

“Low Impact Living in Suffolk” is a new campaign making it easier for Suffolk 
residents to improve the energy efficiency and lower energy use of their homes. 

Our homes are responsible for generating 20% of all UK carbon emissions, primarily 
through the heating and energy they use. There are many ways to reduce these 
emissions, with Low Impact Living in Suffolk sharing steps through 
the www.greensuffolk.org website. 

Information is available to demystify the products, technology and grants that help 
reduce the impact of our homes on the environment and save money on increasing 
energy bills. 
Residents can find out their carbon footprint, look for green energy tariffs and 
compare new, more sustainable heating systems including ground and air source 
heat pumps, biomass boilers, heat recovery, hydro and wind electricity. 

Detailed information on solar panels, including buying schemes, water heating and 
electricity sits alongside up to date advice on recycling. Options for improving or 
replacing windows across properties that vary in age, materials, location, and style 
are also available. 

By launching Low Impact Living in Suffolk, we want to simplify this process and help 
homeowners by guiding them through the changes they can make to their homes 
more sustainable. 

If you visit Suffolk’s Creating The Greenest County 
website www.greensuffolk.org you will find up-to-date information on reducing your 
carbon footprint at home. All the information is in one place, and applies to a range 
of homes and budgets, to help plan your own Net Zero journey more easily. 
 

https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50178373
https://www.greensuffolk.org/
https://www.greensuffolk.org/
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Low Impact Living in Suffolk is part of Suffolk’s commitment to be a Net Zero county 
by 2030, which is being delivered through the Suffolk Climate Emergency Plan. All 
Suffolk’s local authorities have declared a climate emergency and are working 
together to meet this ambition. 

For more details on how you can plan your journey to Net Zero at home, 
visit www.greensuffolk.org. 

 

Campaign urges households to recycle glass properly  

Residents across Suffolk are being encouraged to get behind a campaign calling for 
people to recycle glass properly. 

Suffolk Waste Partnership (SWP) is launching ‘Glass – It’s Better in The Bank’, a 12-
week campaign aimed at getting people to stop putting glass in their household 
recycling bins and to use a bottle bank instead. 

Suffolk Waste Partnership comprises the county, district and borough councils 
working together to improve waste management services. 

The SWP campaign runs until 31 May and will feature in adverts on buses, at 
supermarket billboards and on a van touring part of the county, plus on social media 
and on radio. 

District and borough councils, which collect our rubbish, will be applying bin tags and 
stickers to recycling bins containing glass. 

Crews will have a prompt in the cab to remind them to be on the look-out and 
recycling bins may not be emptied if they are found to contain glass. 

There will be a dedicated web page about the campaign on the Suffolk 
Recycling webpage with a set of FAQs and an information leaflet to distribute at 
events. 

Glass is not accepted in household recycling bins as the Materials Recycling Facility 
at Great Blakenham near Ipswich, where the bins are taken for sorting, is unable to 
separate glass from other materials. 

Glass mistakenly placed in household recycling bins costs the SWP around 
£500,000 a year. It will not be recycled and can spoil other good recycling, 
especially card and paper. 

Glass represents about half of all the wrong material in household recycling bins – 
other bad eggs include black rubbish sacks, food, nappies, textiles, and cartons – 
and rejection levels are currently running at around 20%. 

 

Lifesaving fire equipment to help efforts in Ukraine  

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service has pledged its support for Ukraine by providing 
much-needed fire engines and kit for those on the frontline. 

This forms part of the ongoing National Fire Chiefs Council and Fire Aid initiative, 
which will see a convoy of donations travel to the war-torn country. 

Two surplus engines no longer in service have been donated to Ukraine by Suffolk 
Fire and Rescue Service, along with vital equipment including hoses. 

https://www.greensuffolk.org/
https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/
https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/
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Jon Lacey, Chief Fire Officer for Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service, said: 

“Like most of the world, Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service is deeply saddened by 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and will do everything in its power to help the country. 

“We are incredibly proud to support the National Fire Chiefs Council by providing two 
of our fire engines to Ukraine, both of which are fully operational and ready for use 
on arrival. 

“Our thoughts are with all Ukrainian firefighters at this time, as they continue to 
protect their communities during the conflict despite the danger posed to their own 
lives.” 
It is anticipated that 5,000 pieces of kit will be donated by fire services from across 
the UK over coming weeks. The items will be sent to Ukraine via Poland, with the 
first convoy having left England a few days ago. 

Those wishing to lend their support to the scheme can 
visit www.justgiving.com/campaign/KeepUkraineFireFightersSafe to donate to 
Fire Aid, who have provided crucial equipment to Ukrainian firefighters since 2012.  

 

Suffolk County Council votes to condemn Putin’s invasion of Ukraine and 

pledges its support for refugees  

At a meeting of the County Council held on March 24th, councillors from across the 
political divide voted in favour of a motion condemning the war in Ukraine. 

Suffolk County Council is pledging their full backing for the Ukrainian people and 
committing to support refugees arriving in Suffolk. 
 
The cross party motion described the invasion of Ukraine as "immoral and 
reprehensible", and praised the "enduring bravery" of the Ukrainian people against 
Russian aggression. The motion also stated that the council in no way associated 
the actions of the Russian government with individuals of Russian heritage living in 
Suffolk. 
 
On the issue of refugees the council made clear its willingness to help settle 
individuals and families fleeing the conflict. Committing itself to support the people of 
Ukraine and pledged to work with District and Borough Councils along with the 
Suffolk Resilience Forum, the Voluntary Sector, Suffolk Refugee Support and MPs to 
ensure all efforts are made to welcome Displaced People coming from Ukraine to 
Suffolk. 
 
The motion went on to praise the Government's economic response to the conflict, 
but stressed the need for easier and faster routes for refugees wanting to come to 
this country. 
 

The Homes for Ukraine Scheme Homes for Ukraine – Homes for Ukraine – Local 
Sponsorship Scheme for Ukraine (campaign.gov.uk) was launched on Monday 14 
March to allow individuals, charities, community groups and businesses in the UK to 
bring Ukrainians to safety – including those with no family ties to the UK. 
  
  

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/KeepUkraineFireFightersSafe
https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/
https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/


 

© Colin Noble Row Heath Parish Newsletter                                                                                                             Page 6 of 8 

 

What we know so far about the Homes for Ukraine Scheme: 
• There will be no limit on the number of Ukrainian refugees who can come to 

the UK for up to three years 
• Refugees will be able to work, claim benefits, and access health and 

education provisions 
• The portal for host households to offer accommodation either in their own 

homes or separate properties is now live and can be accessed at Homes 
for Ukraine: register your interest - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

• Arrivals will be split into two waves, with the first being host households who 
have already linked in with Ukrainian refugees and will submit a joint 
application, and the second consisting of refugees who have been matched to 
host households by charities and community groups 

• Host households must commit to offering accommodation for a minimum of 
six months and will be entitled to claim £350 per month as a ‘thank you 
payment’ for up to one year 

• Safeguarding checks will need to be carried out on adults in the host 
households 

• Any accommodation offered will be assessed for suitability 
• Once a host household stops accommodating the refugees, there will be an 

expectation for local authorities to help the refugees find alternative 
accommodation 

  
We are still awaiting further detail on: 

• How many refugees will be coming to Suffolk or where they will be living 
• How the DBS, or enhanced DBS for any households where there will be 

children or vulnerable adults will operate 
• What the criteria is for suitable accommodation to enable Suffolk’s local 

authorities to undertake the required assessments 
We are working with partners to put necessary provisions in place for the above and 
will update you once we have more information about this. 
We are conscious of the plight of Ukrainian refugees and want to do all we can to 
ensure that their arrival into Suffolk goes as smoothly as possible. To assist with this, 
we are already considering how best to meet the refugees’ health and wellbeing 
needs, what assistance can be provided with school admissions, and how we can 
offer support to help with integration and ESOL (English for speakers of other 
languages), particularly if there are lots of people arriving in dispersed, rural 
locations. 
  
  
Work currently underway includes: 

• A specific multi-agency task group to collaborate on support delivery 
• Comms to the public, including regularly updated information on Suffolk 

County Council’s website Supporting Afghan and Ukrainian refugees | Suffolk 
County Council  

• A dedicated email address (refugeesupport@suffolk.gov.uk) to facilitate 
information sharing with the public and community groups 

• Liaison with government and regional partners 
  
At the moment, we do not have any specific requirements for donated items here in 
Suffolk. If anyone wishes to do something practical, they could fundraise to raise 

https://www.gov.uk/register-interest-homes-ukraine
https://www.gov.uk/register-interest-homes-ukraine
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/community-and-safety/communities/community-engagement/supporting-afghan-ukrainian-refugees/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/community-and-safety/communities/community-engagement/supporting-afghan-ukrainian-refugees/
mailto:refugeesupport@suffolk.gov.uk
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contributions for charities working to support the refugee response. Details of some 
of those charities are below: 

• To help meet the needs of the Ukraine refugees, you may wish to support 
national and international charities such as The Red Cross Ukraine Crisis 
Appeal Ukraine Crisis Appeal | British Red Cross 

• Suffolk Refugee Support are our local refugee charity, you can find out about 
their response to the Ukraine situation on their website Update on Ukrainian 
refugee situation – Suffolk Refugee Support  

• Further information on how to help can be found on the Disasters emergency 
committee website DEC Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal | Disasters Emergency 
Committee 

  
  
We are grateful for your support so far, and our regular updates will include further 
information on how you and your communities can get involved, as we continue to 
work together as a county to do all we can to help those fleeing the conflict 
in Ukraine. 
  

West Suffolk Draft Local Plan 

The West Suffolk Draft Local Plan “Issues and Options” document for Public 
Consultation has now been approved by Full Council on the 29th of September 2020.  
The Local plan working group continues to review the various options currently on 
the table.  

  

Police Matters Reporting 

Suffolk Police reporting numbers have now been updated to include an additional 
service for the 101 number for Non-Emergency reports you can now also be 
reported online 
www.suffolk.police.uk/contact-us/report-something 
 

Rough Sleeping 

West Suffolk Council are taking active steps to reduce the numbers of people rough 
sleeping in the West Suffolk Area. This is a very difficult and challenging situation.  
If you see or suspect someone is rough sleeping, please report this to 
www.streetlink.org.uk or directly to the Team on 01282 7578178   

A14 

We have been advised the Highways England will be carryout major repair works to 
the A14 starting later this year, copy of Highways England has already been 
distributed to all Parish’s for their use and distribution as required.  

Highways Locality Budget 

I have a budget for minor highways works ranging from better signage to dropped 
kerbs, if there is a small highways improvement you would like to see, please let me 
know.  

https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-crisis-appeal?c_name=UK%20Solidarity%20Fund&c_source=Facebook&c_medium=Social%20Ad&c_creative=Donate%20Landing_Image_Situation%20Update%20Image_Long%20Copy&c_code=175155&adg=Men_Women_Ukraine
https://suffolkrefugee.org.uk/our-response-to-the-situation-in-ukraine/
https://suffolkrefugee.org.uk/our-response-to-the-situation-in-ukraine/
https://donation.dec.org.uk/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
https://donation.dec.org.uk/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/contact-us/report-something
http://www.streetlink.org.uk/
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Locality Budget 

I have a small budget for community projects which can often help kick start an 
initiative with some seed funding or help to buy a new piece of equipment that a 
community group need. Let me know if there are any groups or projects that could 
benefit from a grant.  
 
 
 
Cllr. Colin Noble  
Tel: 07545 423795  
Email: colin.noble@suffolk.gov.uk  
 
Website: askcolinnoble.com  
Blog: askcolinnoble/wordpress.com  
Facebook Page: Askcolinnoble  
Twitter: @askcolinnoble  
Instagram: askcolinnoble  
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