
 

 
 

WELCOME!  
 

After restoration, the mill was officially opened in May 1998 by the Duke of Northumberland.  A 
new board of trustees has just taken over (in 2021) and we have lots of exciting plans! 
 

The Mill Race Tearoom Garden 
The high stone wall on your right forms an embankment: on the other side is 
the old Towneley Main Waggonway, where pack-horses trudged past carrying 
lead from the mines down to the Tyne. The mill ground oats and barley for 
animal feed, so this was their motorway service-station, and across the road 
was Horsecrofts where weary horses could rest from their labours. 
 
You’ll notice that we’ve recently had to have the wall rebuilt using lime 
mortar. This picture is taken from the wagonway when that section of wall 
had been dismantled for repair. 

 
The Waterwheel 
Our wheel was recovered from Guyzance Mill in 1994, and 
refurbished at City farm before being installed in our restored 
wheel pit.  The stonework for the headrace and overflow 
channel was rebuilt using stones recovered from a demolished 
railway bridge in Byker. 
 
Wildflowers 
Our garden volunteers are planting bee-friendly perennials and cottage garden species, and this 
summer we will have our own bee-hives on site. 

 
The Acomb Waterwheel, Crankshaft and 
Flywheel 
Rescued from a fire and donated to Path Head. 
 
The Willow House 
This is a lovely feature, and we regularly have 
willow-weaving workshops here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Stone Seat 

This was built by a team of trainee dry-stone-wallers 
under the guidance of tutor Donald Gun 

 
 



 
The Millpond  
Explore the bridges and islands on our millpond and see if you can 
find the Pooh-Sticks bridge.  There are plenty of lovely spots for 
those who want to sit and draw or paint, or just sit quietly soaking 
up nature and peace. 
 
Stream Crossing 
Moving on over the bridge that crosses the incoming stream to the 
pond, you can see how red the streambed is. This is from the high 
iron levels that occasionally occur if there has been heavy rain or 
frost which causes the ground and old mine workings to be 
disturbed.  
 
The Reed Bed 
The reed bed helps to clean the water by filtering out some of the 
dissolved iron and sediment that it carries. 

 
The Wind Pump 
Donated by a farmer at Gorfen Letch, the gearbox was 
substantially rebuilt by MKW Engineering at Stargate.  

 
Rutland 913 Wind Turbine 
Mounted high on a corner of the Pole Barn is our wind turbine. It 
was kindly donated by12Voltz Ltd. Of Staveley. This unit 
generates 12 volts for the site and can provide small scale 
lighting for the winter months.  

 
Savonius Wind Turbine 
This is a vertical axis turbine which will operate at very low wind 
speeds. As it does not need to turn into the wind as more 
conventional windmills do, it copes well with wind direction 
change and will work whichever direction the wind blows from.  

 
United Kingdom Turf Map 
A map of the United Kingdom, cut out of the turf with quiz numbers 
marking the locations of towns and cities, although this needs 
renovating by our volunteers!  

The Forge 

We now have a working forge in the buildings near the car-park. 
 

Heritage Bricks 
Part of the path is a collection of bricks produced by the local 
brick works, notably Cowen’s of Blaydon Burn. The clay used in 
the making of the bricks was a by-product of coal 
mining. Watch this space for a new feature coming in Summer 
2022, and make a note of Friday 9th September when it will be 
the focus of our Heritage Open Day! 
 
Path Head Mill is owned and managed by a trust (Charity 
Number 1011002) and run by volunteers.  If you’d be interested in helping, please get in touch 
or fill out a form and leave it in the red folder on the stairs.  For more information and to keep 
up to date with events and developments, leave your email address on our friends list, visit our 

website www.pathheadwatermill.org and follow us on Facebook.   THANK-YOU! 

http://www.pathheadwatermill.org/

