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Worplesdon Parish Council 

 

Minutes of the General Purposes and Finance Committee meeting held Thursday 10 December 2015 at 

8.25 pm in the Conference Room, Worplesdon Memorial Hall 
 

574-2015 - Present:  Chairman Dr P Cragg, Mr D Bird, Mr N Bryan, Mrs J Messinger, Mr N Mitchell, Mrs S Morgan, 

and Mrs J Panton. 

 

The Clerk to the Council, Mrs G White, was also present.   

 

In Mr Venables absence Dr Cragg chaired the meeting. 

 

575-2015 - To accept apologies and reason for Absence in accordance with the LGA 1972, Sch12, para 40 

 

Apologies and reason for absence were received from Mr G Adam and Mr C Venables.  Apologies accepted. 

 

Mrs S Morgan substituted for Mr G Adam. 

 

576-2015 - Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in accordance with The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable 

Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012. (SI 2012 No. 1464) 

 

No declarations were made. 

 

577-2015 - Declaration of Non-pecuniary interests in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct 

 

No declarations were made. 

 

578-2015 - Invoices for payment  

 

It was proposed Mr N Bryan, seconded Mrs J Panton and unanimously RESOLVED that payments to the value of 

£22,855.14 be approved. 

 

Payment date: 10.12.15 
                                                                       

Date of  Payment             

invoice: type: Payee:   Details:    Net VAT GROSS Budget heading 

             

23.11.2015 800070 Wellers Hedleys Solicitors  Ongoing legal fees - Harry's Meadow  144.00 28.80 172.80 Harry's Meadow 

22.10.15 800071 Dr P Cragg   Nibbles for full council meeting (Mayor present)     

     & flowers    40.47 0.00 40.47 Chairman's Allowance 

30.11.2015 800072 Land Skills and Training 

Ass'ments 

Felling pack for training course  10.00 2.00 12.00 Training 

8.12.2015 800073 Mulberry & Co   Internal audit 1st visit Dec 2015  186.90 37.38 224.28 Audit fees 

27.11.2015 800074 Thomson Ecology  Letter report - White House pond  510.00 102.00 612.00 Pond maintenance 

23.11.2015 800075 Viking   Stationery    75.96 15.19 91.15 Est. Chgs. 

     VOID        

30.11.2015 800077 Gavin Jones Ltd  Grass cutting, Holly Lane & Worp Rd veg removal 3,239.20 647.84 3,887.04 Grass cutting/Localism 

N/A 800078 WPCC   Grant towards the upkeep of St Mary's churchyard 2,500.00 0.00 2,500.00 St Mary's Churchyard 
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N/A 800079 Cancer Research  Donation - Re Xmas lights Perry Hill Green  200.00 0.00 200.00 Xmas light P Hill Green 

N/A 800080 Surrey Wildlife Trust Ltd  Donation - Roost boxes for Chitty's Common £200.00 £0.00 £200.00 Env. improvements 

9.12.2015 800081 T & S Tree Surgeons  Tree surgery    200.00 40.00 240.00 Tree surgery 

20.11.2015 800082 Viking   Printer    169.96 33.99 203.95 Est chgs. 

N/A Online Guildford Borough Council  1st instalment - Harry's Meadow  8,281.62 0.00 8,281.62 Harry's Meadow 

N/A Online   Salary/exps    283.40 0.00  Staff costs 

N/A Online Staff costs   Salary/exps    2,258.44 0.00 4,523.83 Staff costs 

N/A Online    PAYE/NIC    1,116.65 0.00  Staff costs 

N/A Online   Ee's & Er's conts   865.34 0.00  Staff costs 

10.12.2015 Online Blue Sky   Groundsman    1,666.00 0.00 1,666.00 Groundsman 

             

Total         21,947.94 907.20 22,855.14  

 

 

579-2015 - Land Management Report  

 

The Assistant Clerk had prepared the following report for members’ consideration.  A copy of the report had been 

emailed to all members in advance of the meeting. 

 

For the General Purposes Council Meeting of 10 December 2015 

 

Completion of works:  

 

• Repair to the cracks in all play area surfaces - further quotation to be sought. 

• The fencing around Fairlands play area has been replaced. Contractors were recalled to ensure that the 

fencing was suitably secure. 

• The deadwood and overhanging branch by Fairlands play area have been removed. 

• The Christmas lights in the trees on Perry Hill have been mended, checked and turned on. 

• SMP has fitted a secondary safety mechanism to prevent collapse of the basket swing at Worplesdon. 

• The height barriers have been fitted at both entrances to Harry’s Meadow. 

• Mr Trevena has cleaned the glass bus shelters.  The sticky tape on the bus shelter near the Worplesdon 

Memorial Hall is proving difficult to remove.  Mr Trevena to source alternative products for removing 

sellotape. 

• The owners of the field beside the old Perry Hill School have strimmed down the Himalayan Balsam, as 

requested.  The owner of the adjacent field also needs to be contacted and asked to deal with Himalayan 

Balsam in their field. 

• Mr Venables has obtained his chain saw cross cutting licence. 

 

Work agreed with Contractors: 

 

• The bus shelter in Jacobs Well near Douglas Close temporarily has no glass. The quote for replacement glass 

has been accepted, and the work will be done in the next 4-6 weeks. The second bus shelter near the play 

area will be fitted with perforated steel glazing, which is being provided free of charge.  Mr Trevena to fit the 

new perforated steel panes. 

• Work in progress with Norris and Gardiner: remove and re-plant the bushes beside the Fairlands shops, 

remove tree and branches on the Holly Lane cycle track, clear vegetation beside the path between School 

Lane and the donkey field. 

• Refurbishment of Perry Hill Green Village sign – the sign has been removed by the Blacksmith. 

 

 

 



Approved by the full council – 14 January 2016 

 

244 

 

 

Outstanding works: 

 

• De-silting the White House pond cannot be done until end of November.  The full council decision is not to 

de-silt the pond, but for John Gunner to spray the pond (Quote requested) and for a licence to be applied for 

by either SWT or Thompson Ecological. 

• Quote required for the purchase of a sign with contact numbers for the Worplesdon teen area, and 

additionally for the Fairlands play area (sign removed with old fencing).  

 

Additional works required: 

 

• The recently repaired surface to the Wood Street Village car park entrance is already damaged and unlikely 

to last the winter.   This is due to the topography of the car park and the nature of the stop/start usage 

during school drop off and collection times.  A quotation had been obtained from T. J. Hunt (Contracting) Ltd 

the removal of 28sqm of the existing surface to be replaced with a more durable surface.  Total cost £2,150 

& VAT.  As this wear and tear currently represents a health and safety issue it was proposed Mr D Bird, 

seconded Mrs S Morgan and unanimously RESOLVED that the repairs be approved.  Work to be carried out 

21 and 22 December 2015.  Power to spend: Road Traffic Regulation Act1984, s.57(1)(b) 

The Clerk was requested to write to the Head teacher of Wood Street Infant School asking parents to take 

care when using the car park. 

• The Jacobs Well Village sign needs to be renovated.  (Rust and peeling paint) – Mr Trevena to be asked to 

carry out the work as soon as practicable. 

 

It was proposed Mr D Bird, seconded Mrs S Morgan and unanimously RESOLVED that the Land Management Report 

be approved. 

 

580-2015 - Health and Safety Inspection Report  

 

The Groundsman had undertaken his weekly and monthly inspections as a result of which the Assistant Clerk had 

prepared the following report a copy of which had been issued via email to all members in advance of the meeting. 

 

Report prepared for meeting on 12 December 2015 

 

Weekly Reports 

 

Jacobs Well, Worplesdon and Fairlands play areas and the Husson Breeze and car park at Wood Street were checked 

on – 16.11.15, 23.11.15, 30.11.15 and 07.12.15.The only items of note were: 

 

Mr Trevena has: 

 

• Emptied bins, picked up litter (including one drug packet from Fairlands), cleared drainage grilles, put some 

top soil under the benches at Worplesdon 

• The worn surface at the entrance to the Wood Street car park continually needs the stones put back in place. 

This continuing problem has been raised with the Clerk who is seeking a solution. 

• The bearings on the flat and cradle swings at Fairlands have been greased. 

• There is some moss on the play area surfaces at Fairlands and Jacobs Well. Mr Trevena needs suitable 

weather conditions (light wind and dry weather) to be able to spray these surfaces. 

 

Monthly Health and Safety report 

 

No monthly checks have been carried out on the structures and areas of Perry Hill/ Pitch Place, Wood Street Village, 

Jacobs Well and Fairlands in the past 4 weeks (it is due this week). 
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Jobs completed from previous report 

Mr Trevena has: 

 

• Cleaned the glass in all bus shelters. 

 

Jobs outstanding from previous reports 

 

• Cracks in the concrete around the tennis courts need to be repaired. 

• Mr Trevena will strip the old cradle seats down and retain the flat seats for future use. 

• Mr Trevena has the replacement top rail to fit onto the new cradle seat on the swing at Fairlands. 

• Replace missing posts at Pitch Place Green. 

 

It was proposed Mrs J Panton, seconded Mr N Mitchell and unanimously RESOLVED that the Health and Safety 

Report be approved. 

 

581-2015 - Land Management Plans  

 

At present there are separate plans for each location for ease of viewing by local residents.  Mr Mitchell had 

suggested amalgamating the various plans into a single spreadsheet. 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk would correct the errors contained within the draft spreadsheet.  The revised document 

to be considered by the full council at the next full council meeting on 14 January 2016. 

 

582-2015 - Request received for an additional litter bin to be installed outside the Post Office, Wood Street Village 

and for barriers to be erected between the Post Office’s car parking area and the bus stop to stop motorists cutting 

the corner off and damaging the grass verges 

 

The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had, at the request of local residents, previously installed posts beside the 

Post Office car park and in Broad Street near the Gas Installation.  All of the posts have been knocked down.  In 

addition the Parish Council is not responsible for maintaining the grass verges; this responsibility lies with Surrey 

County Council.  The Borough Council is the Cleansing Authority and is currently responsible for the litter bin outside 

the shop/Post Office. 

 

Following discussion it was proposed Mrs J Messinger, seconded Mrs S Morgan and unanimously RESOLVED that the 

Parish Council ask: 

 

� Surrey County Council to install a physical barrier between the lane and the bus shelter Oak Hill to stop 

vehicles cutting the corner off behind the Parish Council’s noticeboard. 

� Guildford Borough Council to install a larger/dual purpose litter bin at this location. 

 

583-2015 - Grass cutting contract 2016/2019 

 

The Clerk advised that: 

 

� The present 3 year contract has expired at the end of this season. 

� The County Council has reviewed its current Service Agreement, which Guildford Borough Council is 

considering. 

� Currently it is not known whether the Parish Council will be permitted to continue to act as an Agent to the 

County Council.  

� Due to an administrative error Norris & Gardiner is not an approved contractor within the County Council’s 

current Service Agreement.  If the Parish Council is permitted to continue providing the grass cutting service 

it will need to select one of 7 contractors approved under the County Council’s new Service Agreement. 

� A meeting is to be arranged with Guildford Borough Council as soon as practicable. 
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This item is to be on the agenda of the next full council meeting. 

 

584-2015 - BACS payment – Concurrent Functions Grant Aid 

 

A BACS payment of £3,775.00 had been received from Guildford Borough Council being con-current functions grant 

aid towards the new fencing at the Fairlands Play Area. 

 

585-2015 - Delivery of parish newsletters 

 

Mr Knight of Barrelfield Distribution had advised that whilst the cost of delivering the newsletters was held last year 

an increase of £25 per delivery would be required for the year November 2015/16. 

 

Following discussion it was proposed Mrs J Messinger, seconded Mrs S Morgan and unanimously RESOLVED that the 

additional costs be approved. 

 

A revised Agreement to be issued to Barrelfield Distribution Ltd ASAP. 

 

Power to spend:  LGA 1972 s111. 

 

586-2015 - Public consultation being carried out by the Surrey Countryside and Rural Enterprise Forum (SCREF) – 

New Rural Strategy – Questionnaire to be completed by 4 January 2016.   

 

It was agreed that the Council would not be commenting on this public consultation. 

 

587-2015 - Skipton Building Society Account  

 

Annual interest received 31.11.2015 £504.95. 

 

588-2015 - Jacobs Well Play Area – Community Engagement Event to be held 9
th

 December 2015 – Jacobs Well 

Village Hall – 7.45pm – 9pm 

 

The Community Engagement Event had been attended by 26 residents.    

 

Voting slips were duly counted.  The HAGS SMP project received the majority vote, albeit the flat seat swings were to 

be changed to 1 x cradle seat swing and 1 x tango seat swing.   The colour of the multi-play unit is to be a soft green. 

 

The Clerk was instructed to provide a synopsis of residents’ comments for the Council’s information/consideration. 

 

This item is to be on the agenda of the next full council meeting. 

 

589-2015 - Wisley Airfield 

 

An update leaflet and letter had been received from the developers - for information only. 

 

590-2015 - Request for a grant towards new musical instruments received from the Cadence Drum and Bugle Corp  

 

The Committee considered the request.  Following discussion it was proposed Mr N Bryan, seconded Mrs J Panton 

and unanimously RESOLVED that the request be denied as a grant had previously been awarded. 

 

It was agreed that the Parish Council suggest the Cadence Drum and Bugle Corp contact The Henry Smith Charity –

details to be sent to Mr P Newman, Corps Director.  

 

Meeting closed 9.32pm 


