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                                      WORPLESDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Traffic Committee meeting held on Monday 9 November 2015 at 7.30pm                                                    

in the Conference Room, Worplesdon Memorial Hall 

 

Present: There were present Mr G Adam Chairman of the Traffic Committee, Dr P Cragg, Mr S Knight,                         

Mr N Mitchell, Mr D Slaymaker, Mr B Smith, PC M Redfern, Mr C Venables and Cllr K Witham.  

 

Mrs G White Clerk to the Council was also in attendance. 

 

Apologies:  Were received from Mrs S Morgan. 

 

Parking Issues: 

 

���� Parking Review Fairlands – Public consultation deadline 20 November 2015. 

 

The Committee had no further comments to make. 

 

���� Inconsiderate parking – Holly Lane causing an obstruction of the pavement 

 

Complaints continue to be received.  Enforcement Action has been requested. 

 

PC M Redfern advised that he continues to monitor the situation.  Unless a vehicle is completely blocking the 

pavement he will not issue a ticket. 

 

PC Chowtee did speak to the residents’ concerned but with little effect. 

 

Recommendation:  WPC to ask SCC to replace the missing wooden posts (B Assadi) 

 

���� Inconsiderate parking Worplesdon Road (opposite the Worplesdon View Care Home)  

 

WPC has written to SCC requesting the kerbs in front of the Ship Cottage and the house (formerly The Ship 

public house) be reinstated.  This request has been added to the running list for 2017/18 and will be 

considered by the Local Area Committee in due course. 

 

PC Redfern advised that he has issued advisory tickets and has spoken to the Yeomans Honda Garage, which 

does seem to have improved matters. 

 

Mr Smith advised that the Honda Garage is due to be refurbished.  Perhaps they may create additional 

parking spaces.  This wasn’t considered likely by the Committee. 

1.  Safety Scheme Requests 

���� Request for dropped kerb/safe crossing point for equestrians/pedestrians Salt Box Road (opposite 

Whitmoor Common car park) 

 

A request has been submitted to Surrey County Council (SCC)/Surrey Wildlife Trust (SWT).   The Worplesdon 

and District Bridleway Association (WDBA) had asked the cost of the project as they would consider carrying 

out the work subject to cost.  A ball park figure of £4,000 had been obtained.  S38 of the Commons Act 2006 

consent is not required as the dropped kerb would be required opposite the SPA/SSSI.  The WDBA 
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subsequently advised they could not afford this.  The request has therefore been left with SCC/SWT.  WDBA 

were advised that the cheapest way to deal keep this crossing point safe is to regularly cut back the  

brambles,  bracken, saplings etc. 

 

���� Request for the installation of a footpath from the bus shelter outside Fairlands Estate to the dropped 

kerb crossing point  

 

Cllr Witham advised that he had asked for but had not received a progress report in time for the meeting. 

 

Recommendation:  This item to be kept on future agendas. 

 

���� Goose Rye Road/Burdenshott Road – Road Safety and Usability Survey 

 

Miss Unwin-Golding participated in the meeting at this point, via mobile phone.  Miss Unwin-Golding advised 

the purpose of the survey is to find out whether or not local residents feel there are any road safety issues in 

the parish particularly in Goose Rye Road/Burdenshott Road. 

 

A lengthy discussion then ensued.   

 

The Committee acknowledged that Miss Unwin-Golding had put in a lot of hard work into creating the 

survey and was to be praised for her efforts. 

 

Recommendation/s:  In its current format the Committee would not support the survey.   If the questions 

were altered so that the survey simply gathers information without offering any solutions, given that the 

proposed solutions are unachievable, the Committee would support the survey together with actual counts 

of traffic, pedestrians and cyclists and would recommend that the Parish Council do the same. 

 

����  Installation of a puffin crossing - Aldershot Road near the entrance to Hunts Farm 

 

Cllr Witham gave the following report: 

 

This scheme is one of six which have had a feasibility study carried out.  These schemes will be considered by 

the Local Area Committee on 8 December 2015.    As the land either side of the A323 at this location is 

common land the matter has been referred to the County Council’s solicitor.  It may be that the proposal to 

install a puffin crossing is shelved and the suggestion of a pedestrian island may be reinvestigated.   

 

Recommendation:  That Cllrs Witham and McShee be asked to speak in favour of the proposal at the next 

LAC meeting and that Mrs Morgan be granted permission to address the Committee, on behalf of the Parish 

Council, seeking the Committee’s support for this much needed crossing.  The Parish Council has been trying 

to get a crossing at this location for approximately 25 years! 

 

���� Roundabout Worplesdon Road/Keens Lane/Cumberland Ave  

 

Mr Mitchell advised that residents of Sime Close have reported several near misses at this roundabout.  The 

roundabout is not obvious to drivers approaching from the Yeomans Honda Garage.  Great care is required 

at this roundabout as drivers coming from Keens Lane are not visible to motorists heading towards Guildford 

from Pitch Place.  In addition, it is very easy for drivers heading towards Pitch Place from Guildford to take 

this roundabout without slowing down; however, vehicles coming in the opposite direction are obscured by 

the chevron signs on the roundabout. 

 

Mr Mitchell had asked whether signage could be improved, rumble strips could be added or the roundabout 

could be re-positioned to improve safety. 
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PC Redfern advised that red safety surfacing has been placed around the roundabout near the Volvo garage 

in Pirbright.  This gives the illusion that the roundabout is much bigger, which has slowed traffic down at this 

location. 

 

Recommendation:  That the Parish Council write to Barham Assadi Highways Engineer asking what can be 

done to improve safety at this location. 

 

2. Speed Data Recorder  

 

���� Training session by CA Traffic 

 

A quotation had been obtained - £450 for the day.   

 

Recommendation:  That Chris Venables and Gordon Adam study the guidance provided with a view to 

providing in-house training for other members of the Parish Council.  Traffic surveys to be carried out ASAP. 

 

Should it prove difficult to follow the instructions provided, re-consider paying for a training session. 

 

���� To prioritise sites for Traffic Surveys  

 

1. Frog Grove Lane 

2. Salt Box Road 

 

PC Redfern stated that the SDR cannot be placed on telegraph poles only street lamps and street furniture 

(40mph signs etc.)   

 

Recommendation:  If there is no suitable street furniture consider asking complainants whether the SDR 

could be erected in their garden. 

 

3. Speeding  

 

���� Request for reduced speed limits Worplesdon Road (School Lane to Pitch Place & Salt Box Road)  

 

Cllr Witham advised that there are currently 44 road safety schemes being considered.  No schemes will be 

progressed until additional funding is provided. 

 

Reducing a speed limit is a costly and time consuming process.  Legally the County Council must apply for a 

Road Traffic Regulation Order to alter a speed limit and must also advertise the proposal in the local paper, 

there is also the cost of removing and replacing signage.    

 

PC Redfern advised that requests for the reduction of the speed limit from 40mph to 30mph will not 

generally be supported by Surrey Police, as there are insufficient police resources to be able to carry out 

speed enforcement.  If the County Council chooses to reduce a speed limit against Surrey Police’s advice 

enforcement will not be carried out. 

 

Cllr Witham advised that the request for the reduction of the speed limit along the Worplesdon Road from 

60mph to 40mph is on the running list, but has not been progressed. 

 

Generally speaking it is the minority of motorists who cause the problem and most of those tend to be local 

residents. 
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Action:  Cllr Witham to issue a copy of SCC’s policy on speed limits to all members of the Traffic Committee 

and the Parish Council. 

 

Post meeting note:  Cllr Witham distributed the SCC policy on speed limits. 

 

���� Request received from a resident of Frog Grove Lane for the introduction of a 30mph limit the entire 

length of Frog Grove Lane 

 

Given the above information it is unlikely that this request will be progressed. 

 

Recommendation:   That the SDR be erected ASAP to obtain evidence as to whether speeding is actually an 

issue or whether it is a perceived issue.  

 

���� Request for the 50mph speed limit along Aldershot Road to be reduced to 40mph 

 

Given the above it is unlikely that this scheme will be progressed in the immediate future. 

 

Action:  PC Redfern to carry out a Traffic Survey when possible. 

 

4. Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) 

 

���� Site Risk assessment – Goose Rye Road  

 

PC Redfern advised that, unfortunately, there is no suitable position for a VAS sign in this road.   

 

���� Replacing the batteries & re-locating the signs  

 

PC Redfern advised that anyone erecting VAS signs should have undertaken suitable training.  It was 

therefore agreed that Chris Venables return the batteries to Paul Cragg and that Paul take over this 

responsibility as he has received the appropriate training.  Gordon Adam and Derek Slaymaker to assist. 

 

5. Air Quality 

 

���� Clay Lane Link Road (CLLR) – Air Quality Management Area (AQMA)  

 

The Parish Council had submitted its response to the latest public consultation, which had included a request 

for an Air Quality Management Area to be introduced to cover SARP (The Slyfield Area Regeneration 

Project), the CLLR and Salt Box Road. 

 

6. Community Speed Watch 

 

���� Training opportunities for new volunteers  

 

Mr D Slaymaker apologised that he had not progressed this matter but would endeavour to do so ASAP. 

 

7. Surrey Cycling Strategy 
 

The Parish Council would be submitting a response in the near future. 

 

Question:  Where will people be able to store their bicycles?  There are very few bicycle racks available in the 

town at present.  
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8. Traffic Committee meetings - 2016 onwards April (subject due to Easter holidays) & October 

 

To avoid the busiest time of the year it was agreed that the Traffic Committee meetings be moved forward by 

one month. 

 

9. Any other matters for noting/future action 

 

���� Jacobs Well Bonfire – Mr Slaymaker advised that there was considerable traffic congestion as a result of the 

bonfire event.  What if anything can be done to prevent traffic congestion next year? 

 

PC Redfern advised talking to the organisers of the event.  It may be possible for the organisers to request 

GBC place road cones at strategic locations/junctions to ensure the bus can still get through. 

 

���� No right turn out of Fairlands – Mr Smith advised that the situation is getting worse.   An increasing number 

of motorists are showing a complete disregard for the law and other motorists’ safety. 

Mr Adam advised that physical restrictions cannot be introduced at this location due to the utilities in the 

grass verges. 

Surrey Police does not have the resources to carry out enforcement action. 

���� Petition to improve footpaths Jacobs Well – Cllr Witham advised that the petition is being put before the 

Local Area Committee at the next meeting on 8 December 2015. 

 

���� Crossing on the Aldershot Road near the entrance to Fairlands – Cllr Witham advised that is one of the 44 

schemes which are not currently being progressed. 

 

���� Damaged VAS sign and safety barrier – Clay Lane – Cllr Witham advised that this sign is damaged beyond 

repair and will not be replaced by the County Council for cost reasons. 

Action:  Clerk to write to PC Redfern/Nigel Pond SCC asking for the damaged sign to be removed ASAP. 

���� Parking Restrictions Fairlands – Mr Smith enquired whether there is a larger map of the proposals as the A4 

map is too small to read properly.  Cllr Witham advised Mr Smith to look online as the map is easily readable 

on the County Council’s website. 

 

���� Public consultation – Town Centre Transport Package – Mr Adam advised that if Walnut Tree Close is to be 

closed off it should be at the gyratory end.  The transport assessment carried out in respect of the gyratory is 

insufficient. 

 

���� Clay Lane – Mr Slaymaker advised that utility work had been carried out in Clay Lane on Wednesday at 

10.30am.  There was no advance warning and the work had caused traffic chaos.   

 

���� Gritting lorries – Mr Venables asked why the gritting lorries had been out gritting the roads when the 

temperature had been 9
0
c.  PC Redfern suspected it was either for training or testing new equipment 

purposes. 

 

10. Date of next meeting – Monday 11
th

 April 2016 – 7.30pm.   


