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Worplesdon Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the General Purposes and Finance Committee meeting held                                                    

Thursday 9 June 2016 at 7.30pm in the Conference Room, Worplesdon Memorial Hall 
 

314-2016 - Present:  Chairman of the General Purposes and Finance Committee Mr C Venables, Mr G Adam,             

Dr P Cragg, Mrs J Messinger, Mr N Mitchell, Mrs S Morgan and Mrs L Wright. 

 

The Clerk to the Council, Mrs G White, was also present.   

 

315-2016 - Election of the Chairman of the General Purposes and Finance Committee for the municipal year 

2016/2017 

 

It was proposed Dr P Cragg, seconded Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that Mr C Venables be elected 

Chairman of the General Purposes and Finance Committee for the year 2016/17. 

 

316-2016 - To accept apologies and reason for Absence in accordance with the LGA 1972, Sch12, para 40. 

 

Apologies and reason for absence were received from Mr S Knight and Mr D Bird.  Apologies accepted. 

 

317-2016 - Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests by Councillors in accordance with The Relevant 

Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012. (SI 2012 No. 1464) 

 

No declarations were made. 

 

318-2016 - Declaration of Non-pecuniary interests in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct 

 

Mr C Venables and Mrs J Messinger declared they are Worplesdon Memorial Trustees. 

 

319-2016 - Invoices for payment  

 

There were no invoices for payment. 

 

320-2016 - Land Management Report  

 

The Assistant Clerk had prepared the following report for members’ consideration.  A copy of the report had been 

emailed to all members in advance of the meeting. 

 

• Submersible pump – A resident of Jacobs Well has placed a submersible pump in the ordinary watercourse 

for the purpose of extracting water.  They had also erected grilles over the watercourse both of which could 

cause problems with flooding.  Mr Trevena had met Miss Parkin from Surrey County Council onsite.  The 

County Council has since asked the resident to remove the pump – the grilles having been removed at the 

time of the site meeting. 

• Chambers still have the contract for sponsoring the two flower borders at the Jacobs Well junction.  The 

Borough Council has been asked to ensure the flower beds are properly maintained throughout the duration 

of the sponsorship agreement. 
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Work agreed with Contractors: 

 

• Thompson Ecological has provided a Precautionary Method of Works Method Statement for White 

House pond. The Clerk has applied to the Environment Agency for a spraying licence. The contractor that 

carries out the spraying work requires the following licence:  NPTC PA6AW/152.  Neither Steve Gunner 

nor Mr Trevena have a licence for spraying in or near water.  The Clerk has therefore approached Ian 

Gunner for a quotation and has advised John Gunner of the need for the additional qualification. 

 

This item is to be on the agenda for the next full council meeting. 

 

Localism Grant 2016/17 - Cut back the brambles between Pitch Place Green and Tangley Nursery. 

 

Quotes required for: 

 

• Replace missing posts at Pitch Place Green. The Clerk to obtain a quote to replace all of the posts. 

• There is some rust on the Fairlands Village sign. This sign is on a thin flimsy post. The Clerk to obtain a quote 

to renovate the sign. 

• A possible new project of putting land drains in the wet parts of Wood Street village green.  

• The Clerk to order three new benches for Wood Street Green, Pitch Place Green and the third possibly for 

the Aldershot Road.  It was proposed Mr N Mitchell, seconded Dr P Cragg and unanimously RESOLVED that 

the bench on the Aldershot Road (on the pathway that leads to Sandpit Heath) be removed and not 

replaced.  Mrs Morgan advised that this bench had been installed by a local resident over 30 years ago.  

• The Clerk to obtain a quote for another rope basket for the Devil’s Island. 

• The Clerk to obtain a quote for grass cutting for the next three years. 

• The Clerk to obtain a quote for repainting the may pole on Wood Street Village green. 

• The Clerk to obtain a quote for new backing on three notice boards (Fairlands, Wood Street Green and post 

office). 

 

Outstanding works: 

 

• The Clerk to send a letter to a Jacobs Well resident who planted willow near the brook, causing willow roots 

to cause damage to the concrete structure of the brook. 

• Mr Trevena will help Jacobs Well residents to paint the height barrier into the recreation ground.  

• The commercial dog walking use of Harry's Meadow is turning it into a dog toilet. A “Please pick up after 

your dog” notice to go up. 

• A ‘No Ball Games’ notice to go up in the Fairlands play area. 

• The Clerk has contacted the contractor who mended the wet pour as some patches need further work. The 

Clerk to chase this up. 

 

It was proposed Mr N Mitchell, seconded Dr P Cragg and unanimously RESOLVED that the report be approved and 

accepted. 

 

321-2016 - Health and Safety Inspection Report  

 

The Groundsman had undertaken his weekly and monthly inspections as a result of which the Assistant Clerk had 

prepared the following report a copy of which had been issued via email to all members in advance of the meeting. 

 

Weekly Reports 

 

Jacobs Well, Worplesdon and Fairlands play areas and the Husson Breeze and car park at Wood Street were checked 

on – 09-10.05.16, 17-18.05.16, 23-24.05.16, 31.05.16 and 06.06.16.  
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Mr Trevena has: 

 

• Emptied bins, picked up litter, removed drug packets (Wood Street triangle and Worplesdon play area) and 

cleared drainage grilles every week. 

• Trimmed the grass and weeded around the Memorial in Jacobs Well. 

• Cleared rubbish left by travellers in Wood Street.  

• Raised the sign near the BMX equipment, Worplesdon Memorial Ground. 

• Removed sharp edges from one of the picnic benches in the Worplesdon Memorial Grounds which was 

scorched when someone lit a bar-b-que on it. 

• The bolts used to affix the sign at the Fairlands play area protrude slightly, so Mr Trevena will fix on cap nuts. 

 

Monthly Health and Safety report 

 

A monthly check has been carried out on the structures and areas of Perry Hill/ Pitch Place, Wood Street Village, 

Jacobs Well and Fairlands on 6.05.16. Items of note: 

 

• The village sign at Fairlands continues to have a slight wobble. 

• There are still cracks in the concrete base of the may pole. This has been reported to Wood Street Village 

Association who are responsible for this, but the Clerk will remind them. 

• Two benches (WSV green and Aldershot Road) are in poor condition. The WS green bench is due to be 

replaced. The Aldershot Road bench is to be removed. 

  

Jobs completed from previous report 

 

Mr Trevena: 

 

• Has treated, with wood preservative, the post on which the Perry Hill sign at Rickford stands. 

• Is in the process of clearing a number of thistles growing in the newly planted shrub beds near the shops at 

Fairlands. 

• Has ground off the net fixings from the basketball hoop. 

• The replacement of the roof panels on the right hand tower in the Jacobs Well play area is no longer 

required as a new play area will replace old equipment. 

• Vehicular damage caused to the bank beside Coombe Lane near Rosendene – the earth has been pushed 

back into place. 

 

Jobs outstanding from previous reports 

 

• Cracks in the concrete around the tennis courts need to be repaired. Mr Trevena is removing the overlaying 

turf which is revealing more cracks. This will be raised at the forthcoming meeting with the Tennis Club. 

• WSV - A bench and bus shelter beside the pond need treating with wood preservative. 

• There is some moss on the Tennis courts which will need treating in the Autumn. 

• Mr Trevena to renovate the Jacobs Well Village sign.  (Rust and peeling paint)  

• Mr Trevena has started to fill and seed the ruts in Wood Street Village Green.  This work is ongoing. 

• Mr Trevena will source safety carabiners to replace the carabiners on two of the existing swings.  

• Mr Trevena will cut off the epicormics growth from around the willow trees on Wood Street Village Green. 

This work falls within two years of the last planning application for tree work. 

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Dr P Cragg and unanimously RESOLVED that the report be approved and 

accepted. 
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322-2016 - Use of social media to enhance the Parish Council’s profile  

 

Following discussion it was proposed Mr C Venables, seconded Mrs L Wright and unanimously RESOLVED that: 

 

• The Parish Council trial the use of The App Office’s app for a one year period to be reviewed after 5 months. 

• The set up costs of £200 & £25pm running costs be approved 

• Miss H Unwin-Golding to be responsible for running this project and for all ongoing administration of the 

App. 

 

Power to spend:  LGA 1972 s111  

 

323-2016 - Grounds maintenance Worplesdon Memorial Ground 

 

The Clerk advised that historically the Worplesdon Memorial Trustees used to apply to the Parish Council for a grant 

towards the cost of the hedge cutting.  A couple of years ago it was agreed that rather than applying for an annual 

grant the cutting of the hedge would be incorporated into the Parish Council’s grass cutting schedule.  A document 

dated February 2009 shows the Parish Council to be responsible for cutting the perimeter of the Memorial Ground 

and around the Tennis Courts up to 3m from the edge of the courts. 

 

Recently Mr R Welch, a Memorial Trustee and ex-parish councillor, had asked for the perimeter grass to be cut 

ahead of the scheduled cut, as a result of which the Clerk had queried the clerical efficiency of the current procedure 

and enquired why the Parish Council should be responsible for the perimeter of the Ground, as the Worplesdon 

Memorial Trustees are responsible for the day to day running and maintenance of the Memorial Ground and Hall.   

 

In the spirit of co-operation the committee members felt that it would be better for the Memorial Trustees to regain 

control over the maintenance of the Grounds and suggested that maintenance of the hedge and perimeter of the 

ground should, with respect, be returned to the Trustees. 

 

The Clerk was instructed to write to Mr Cater accordingly. 

 

324-2016 - Jazz Festival – Wood Street Village Green – Sunday 10
th

 July 2016 

 

Following discussion it was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr N Mitchell and unanimously RESOLVED that the rent 

for the Jazz Festival be set at a £10 peppercorn rent.   

 

It was agreed that the costs would need to be reviewed in readiness for next year’s Summer Show. 

 

325-2016 – Borough Council grant towards grass cutting 

 

 A BACS payment of £8,800 was received from Guildford Borough Council 1 June 2016. 

 

326-2016 - Community litter picks 

 

An online application is now available via Guildford Borough Council’s website for any organisation wishing to 

arrange a community litter pick – www.guildford.gov.uk/article/15892/Community-litter-picking  

 

327-2016 - Training events – 4
th

 July – HR training Cost £55 & VAT per delegate – New councillor training 11
th

 July – 

Cost £55 & VAT per delegate 

 

It was proposed Mrs J Messinger, seconded Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that the following costs be 

approved: 

 

• HR training – Mrs Morgan, Mr Mitchell, Dr Cragg and Mrs White to attend.  Total cost £220 & VAT 
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• New councillor training – Miss Unwin-Golding to attend.  Total cost £55 & VAT. 

 

Power to spend:  LGA 1972 s111 

 

328-2016 - Surrey Hills Challenge 25
th

 September 

 

Information received from Christine Howard Surrey Hills Society.  www.surreyhillschallenge.com. 

  

329-2016 - Terms of Reference 

 

It was proposed Dr P Cragg, seconded Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that the following documents be 

approved with a date change only: 

 

• General Purposes and Finance Committee 

• Staffing Committee 

• Traffic Committee 

• Health and Safety Committee 

 

The Terms of Reference for the Planning Committee to be approved subject to the following amendment: 

 

Delete “The Planning Committee will meet on a bi-monthly basis.”  Insert “Planning applications will be considered 

at either a Planning Committee meeting or a full council meeting – whichever meeting being the soonest after the 

application is received.” 

  

330-2016 - To review and approve the Standing Orders 

 

This item was deferred. 

 

331-2016 - To review and approve the Financial Regulations 

 

This item was deferred. 

 

332-2016 - To review all other policies and procedures of the Council 

 

This item was deferred. 

 

333-2016 - To review the Council’s insurance policy – as per the Asset Register and Insurance Schedule  

 

This item was deferred. 

 

Meeting closed 9.25pm 

 


