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Worplesdon Parish Council 

 

Minutes of the full council meeting held 27 October 2016 in the Small Hall, 

Worplesdon Memorial Hall, Perry Hill, Worplesdon at 7.30pm 

 

540-2016 – Present:  There were present Chairman Dr P Cragg, Mr G Adam, Mr D Bird, Mr N Bryan (arrived 7.35pm),     

Mr R Clark (arrived 7.45pm ), Mrs J Messinger (arrived 7.33pm), Mr N Mitchell, Mrs S Morgan, Mr D Slaymaker,      

Miss H Unwin-Golding (arrived 8.23pm), Mr C Venables Mrs J Wray and Mrs L Wright. 

 

Cllr D Elms (arrived 7.57pm), Mrs J Ashton and the Clerk to the Council were also present. 

  

541-2016 - To accept apologies and reason for Absence in accordance with the LGA 1972, Sch12, para 40. 

 

Apologies and reason for absence had been received from Mrs E Nagle.  Apologies and reason for absence accepted. 

 

Apologies had also been received from Cllr R McShee and Cllr K Witham. 

 

542-2016 - Public participation 

 

Mrs Ashton addressed the Parish Council regarding her continued concerns about the various planning applications 

relating to St Mary’s Garden. 

 

Dr Cragg thanked Mrs Ashton for addressing the Council and advised that her comments would be taken into 

account by the councillors when the planning applications are considered.  It should be noted that the Parish Council 

can only comment in terms of material planning considerations and not supposition. 

 

543-2016 - Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) by Councillors in accordance with The Relevant 

Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012. (SI 2012 No. 1464) 

 

No declarations were made. 

 

544-2016 - To receive and consider written requests for new DPI dispensations 

 

No requests were received. 

 

545-2016 - Declaration of non-pecuniary interests in accordance with the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct 

 

Dr Cragg stated that he has become a member of the Jacobs Well Social Club. 

  

546-2016 - Amendments to the Register of Interests  

 

No declarations were made. 

 

547-2016 - Declaration of Gifts or hospitality over £25 

 

No declarations were made. 
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548-2016 - Minutes of the previous meetings 

 

It was proposed Mr C Venables, seconded Mr D Slaymaker and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the full 

council meeting held 8 September 2016 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

It was proposed Mrs L Wright, seconded Mr N Bryan and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning 

Committee meeting held 22 September 2016 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr C Venables and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the General 

Purposes and Finance Committee meeting held 22 September 2016 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a 

true record. 

 

It was proposed Mr N Bryan, seconded Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning 

Committee meeting held 13 October 2016 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

It was proposed Mr N Mitchell, seconded Mrs J Messinger and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the 

General Purposes and Finance Committee meeting held 13 October 2016 be approved and signed by the Chairman 

as a true record. 

 

549-2016 - Invoices for payment  

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr N Bryan and unanimously RESOLVED that payments to the value of     

£10,883.02 be approved and signed off. 

 

                                                                             List for approval 27.10.2016 
Date of  Payment  

          
invoice: type: Payee: 

  

Details: 

   

Net     VAT     GROSS 

Budget 

heading 

 N/A 800145 CPRE 

  

Membership 

   

36.00     0.00                    36.00      Est. chgs. 

N/A 
800146 Worplesdon PCC 

 

Donation towards the upkeep of St Mary's 

Churchyard   2500.00 0.00 2500.00 E’mental impr. 

10.10.2016 800147 

Royal British Legion Poppy 

Appeal 

Poppy wreath for JW war memorial 

Armistice Day 

    

    20.00 0.00 20.00 Chairman's Allow. 

N/A 800148 
Kent Surrey and Sussex Air 

Ambulance Donation 2016/17 

  

 150.00     0.00 150.00 Donation 

 
N/A 800149 Citizens Advice Bureau Donation 2016/17 

  

70.00     0.00 70.00 Donation 

 
N/A 800150 Crimestoppers 

 

Donation 2016/17 

  

40.00     0.00 40.00 Donation 

 
13.10.2016 DD RISC IT 

  

External backup 

  

30.89 6.18 37.07 Est. chgs. 

 
20.10.16 Online SSALC Ltd 

  

SALC AGM Conference - 20.10.2016 20.00 4.00 24.00 Training 

 
N/A Online Open Spaces Society Membership 

  

45.00 0.00 45.00 Est. chgs. 

 
21.10.2016 Online Greenbarnes Ltd 

 

3 x self-healing pinboards 

 

271.45 54.29 325.74 Est. chgs. 

 

13.10.2016 Online Glasdon UK Ltd 

 

2 x phoenix seat & fixings 

 

913.68 182.73 1096.41 

C’current Functions  

G Aid 

N/A Online 
 

 

Salary/exps 

   

0.00 

 

Staff costs 

N/A Online Staff costs 

 

Salary/exps 

  

4418.38 0.00 4418.38 Staff costs 

N/A Online 

   

PAYE/NIC 

    

0.00 

 

Staff costs 

N/A Online 

 

Pension conts Ee's and Er's 

  

0.00 

 

Staff costs 

24.10.2016 Online 

The Play Inspection 

Company Annual Playground Inspections 312.50 62.50 375.00 Playground repairs 

25.10.2016 Online Blue Sky 

  

Groundsman & materials 

 

1745.42 0.00 1745.42 Groundsman 

              
Total 

        

10573.32 309.70 10883.02 

  

             



Approved by the full council - 24 November 2016 

 

235 

 

 

550-2016 - Borough Councillor’s report  

 

Cllr McShee had nothing to report. 

 

551-2016 - County Councillor’s report 

 

Cllr Witham had provided the following written report, which was read to the meeting: 

 

1.  Concerns about Fly Tipping 

 

I have discussed this issue previously with WPC, following the introduction of additional charges from early 

September at the Slyfield Community Recycling Centre (CRC) and across Surrey, for some non-household items such 

as building materials and tyres, and the concern that this may lead to an increase in illegal fly tipping, particularly in 

the areas nearest to CRCs. 

 

The latest figures show that the amount of fly-tipping collected by district and borough councils in Surrey saw a 

significant drop in September compared to last year.  Five hundred tonnes were dealt with in September 2015 

compared with 283 tonnes last month – a fall of more than 200 tonnes. While this is encouraging SCC is continuing 

to monitor to see if this is a long-term trend. But these are total Surrey figures, not Guildford-specific and SCC is 

working on a new system to track fly tipping by month, this is likely to be available early in 2017.  So if there is 

problem we will know, and I will press SCC for additional action locally, if needed. 

 

I also wanted to take this opportunity to update WPC on SCC work to tackle illegal fly-tipping through an awareness 

campaign to help deliver a county-wide prevention strategy via bus advertising, poster advertising in key locations 

and a film (funded by the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner). This is to highlight the consequences of fly-

tipping, and ask residents, businesses and help landowners to prevent it – for example by checking if traders are 

registered waste carriers. It would help if WPC could continue help to promote the campaign to residents. For more 

information please visit www. recycleforsurrey.org.uk/flytipping. 

 

Also, from November there will be new Partnership and Intelligence Officer for fly-tipping, funded by the Surrey 

Waste Partnership, to help deliver the prevention strategy, including 

 

·        Co-ordinating and developing the Surrey enforcement network 

·        Running an intelligence database to help district and boroughs bring offenders to justice 

·        Liaising with stakeholders like landowners and the Environment Agency 

·        Identifying opportunities for collaboration with other organisations, and securing external funding for further    

         work. 

 

Dr Cragg asked all members to keep a record of fly-tipping incident within the parish as a cross reference. 

 

552-2016 - Planning Applications for consideration 

 

Planning Application No: 16/P/02022 - Worplesdon Place Hotel, Perry Hill, Worplesdon, Guildford, GU3 3RY - 

Erection of a children's play area in the amenity ground of the Worplesdon Place Pub. (Retrospective Application) 

 

RESOLVED: Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No: 16/P/02025 - Land at, Rudge Cottage, Perry Hill, Worplesdon, Guildford, GU3 3RE - 

Proposed erection of a detached two storey dwelling with integral garage. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council submit the following objection: 
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Worplesdon Parish Council objects in the strongest possible terms to planning application no. 16/P/02025 on the 

following grounds:  

 

1. Paragraph 86 of the NPPF states that villages which provide an important contribution to the open character of 

the Green Belt should not be inset from the Green Belt. It has been proposed within the Submission Local Plan policy 

P2 that Worplesdon village is not to be inset due its open nature and the important role this historic village, which is 

mentioned in the Domesday Book, offers to the openness of the Green Belt at this location.  

 

2. In the Proposed Submission Local Plan policy P2 states: “Limited infilling within the identified settlement 

boundaries of the following villages: Albury, Compton, East Clandon, East Horsley (south), Gomshall, Holmbury St 

Mary, Peaslake, Pirbright, Puttenham, Shere, West Clandon and Worplesdon." St Mary’s Garden is situated in the 

Conservation Area of Worplesdon and is OUTSIDE the settlement area.  

 

3. The proposed development, being a large two storey five bedroom house with integral garage, would by virtue of 

its scale, bulk and mass and proximity to Rudge Cottage and Lavender Cottage result in a detrimental impact on the 

openness of the Green Belt. No very special circumstances have been demonstrated to outweigh the harm to the 

Green Belt by virtue of its inappropriateness or the harm caused to the openness. The proposed development would 

therefore fail to comply with saved policy RE2 of the Guildford Borough Local Plan 2003 and the NPPF 2012. The 

NPPF at paragraph 89 sets out that a local planning authority should regard the construction of new dwellings within 

the Green Belt as inappropriate development with the exception of limited infilling or brownfield sites unless very 

special circumstances and/or certain exceptions apply. The erection of a 5 bedroom dwelling does NOT fall within 

the permitted exemptions. Worplesdon Parish Council is of the opinion that very special circumstances have not 

been proven in this case. Paragraph: 034 Reference ID: 3-034-20141006 of the NPPG states that unmet housing need 

(including for traveller sites) is unlikely to outweigh the harm to the Green Belt and other harm to constitute the 

“very special circumstances” justifying inappropriate development on a site within the Green Belt. The current 

proposal will have a greater impact on the openness of the Green Belt at this location contrary to paragraphs 79 and 

80 of the NPPF.  

 

4. This site has not been included in the emerging Local Plan, and in conjunction with other current proposals 

represents over-development.  

 

5. Policy RE3 of the Local Plan 2003 states that proposed development will not be permitted where it involves the 

loss of important open space. The mature garden at Rudge Cottage should be classified as important open space 

given its location within the Conservation area adjacent to St. Mary’s Church. 

 

6. This site is situated 580m metres from Whitmoor Common part of the TBHSPA/SSSI. Planning Circular 02/99 states 

that development within the 2km sensitive zone of an SPA requires an EIA. The Parish Council has significant 

concerns about the impact that an increased cat population (cats are known to hunt prey for up to 1.6km) and 

increased dog ownership together with general recreation would have on the SPA/SSSI. Dog owners in Worplesdon 

use Whitmoor Common as their preferred dog walking site due to its proximity and flat, sandy nature. Any additional 

new housing at this location is therefore likely to have a detrimental impact on the SPA/SSSI contrary to policy 118 of 

the NPPF. Worplesdon Parish Council is not satisfied that there will be no likely significant effect on the SPA and, in 

the absence of an appropriate assessment, cannot be satisfied that this proposal, either alone or in combination 

with other development, would not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the Special Protection Area and the 

relevant SSSI. This proposal is contrary to the objectives of policies NE1 and NE4 of the Guildford Borough Local Plan 

2003 (as saved by DLG Direction on 24.9.2007) and conflicts with saved policy NRM6 of the South East Plan 2009. 

The development would also fail to meet the requirements of Regulations 61 and 62 of the Conservation of Habitats 

and Species Regulations 2010, as amended.  

 

7. The village is classed as semi-rural and, as already stated, is in close proximity to the SPA/SSSI. Paragraph 119 of 

the NPPF states that the presumption in favour of sustainable development (para 14) does not apply where 

development requiring appropriate assessment under the Birds and Habitats Directives is being considered planned 

or determined.  
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8. The Parish Council considers the proposal for a new house in the garden of Rudge Cottage is contrary to 

paragraphs 48 and 53 of the NPPF as it is proposed to utilise the current garden of Rudge Cottage. Paragraph 53 of 

the NPPF states Local planning authorities should consider the case for setting out polices to resist inappropriate 

development of residential gardens, for example where development would cause harm to the local area. This 

application is not on a brownfield site and is a case of garden grabbing.  

 

9. The DCLG Technical Consultation on Implementation of Planning Changes dated February 2016 para 4.4 refers to 

the provision of a small sites register to ensure that inappropriate development e.g. in back gardens, does not occur.  

 

10. The proposed dwelling due to its size, scale and bulk would result in over-development, which in turn would fail 

to preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the Conservation Area and would therefore have an 

adverse and overbearing impact on St. Mary’s Gardens contrary to policy G5(10) of the Local Plan 2003.  

 

11. There is a history of drainage and flooding issues in this area. There is currently only one road gulley which takes 

water from St Mary’s Church, St Mary’s Gardens and Perry Orchard. Any increase in surface water emanating from 

the proposed development would be totally unacceptable contrary to policy G1(7) of the Local Plan 2003.  

 

12. The proposed property is to be situated close to St Mary’s Church, Worplesdon. This is the only Grade 1 listed 

building within the parish. Worplesdon Parish Council is deeply concerned at the number of applications that are 

being made for new properties in this cul-de-sac. These dwellings will be a prominent feature visible immediately 

upon approaching and leaving the main entrance to this Grade 1 listed Church. Critically it will also block views of the 

church from Perry Hill itself, which is completely unacceptable in terms of the detrimental impact this will have on 

the Conservation Area and this extremely important heritage site.  

 

13. There is no ecological survey despite the known presence of bats and badgers.  

 

14. A recent press release regarding the emerging Local Plan states: Draft Local Plan will strengthen cultural, 

historical and physical wellbeing within Guildford borough.  

 

The application being made represents an opportunistic application ahead of the Local Plan.  

 

For the reasons stated above the Parish Council recommends refusal of this planning application. 

 

Planning Application No: 16/P/02028 - Land at, Church View, Perry Hill, Worplesdon, Guildford, GU3 3RE - 

Proposed erection of a five bedroom detached dwelling with a three bay detached garage. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council submit the following objection: 

 

Worplesdon Parish Council objects in the strongest possible terms to planning application no. 16/P/02028 on the 

following grounds:  

 

1. Paragraph 86 of the NPPF states that villages which provide an important contribution to the open character of 

the Green Belt should not be inset from the Green Belt. It has been proposed within the Submission Local Plan policy 

P2 that Worplesdon village is not to be inset due its open nature and the important role this historic village, which is 

mentioned in the Domesday Book, offers to the openness of the Green Belt at this location.  

 

2. In the Proposed Submission Local Plan policy P2 states: “Limited infilling within the identified settlement 

boundaries of the following villages: Albury, Compton, East Clandon, East Horsley (south), Gomshall, Holmbury St 

Mary, Peaslake, Pirbright, Puttenham, Shere, West Clandon and Worplesdon." The development site which appears 

to comprise land at Church View and St Mary’s Garden is situated in the Conservation Area of Worplesdon and is 

OUTSIDE the settlement area.  
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3. The proposed development, being a large two storey five bedroom house, would by virtue of its scale, bulk and 

mass and proximity to Church View, St Mary’s Garden and The Old Paddock result in a detrimental impact on the 

openness of the Green Belt. No very special circumstances have been demonstrated to outweigh the harm to the 

Green Belt by virtue of its inappropriateness or the harm caused to the openness. The proposed development would 

therefore fail to comply with saved policy RE2 of the Guildford Borough Local Plan 2003 and the NPPF 2012. The 

NPPF at paragraph 89 sets out that a local planning authority should regard the construction of new dwellings within 

the Green Belt as inappropriate development with the exception of limited infilling or brownfield sites unless very 

special circumstances and/or certain exceptions apply. The erection of a 5 bedroom dwelling does NOT fall within 

the permitted exemptions. Worplesdon Parish Council is of the opinion that very special circumstances have not 

been proven in this case. Paragraph: 034 Reference ID: 3-034-20141006 of the NPPG states that unmet housing need 

(including for traveller sites) is unlikely to outweigh the harm to the Green Belt and other harm to constitute the 

“very special circumstances” justifying inappropriate development on a site within the Green Belt. The current 

proposal will have a greater impact on the openness of the Green Belt at this location contrary to paragraphs 79 and 

80 of the NPPF.  

 

4. This site has not been included in the emerging Local Plan, and in conjunction with other current proposals 

represents over-development.  

 

5. Policy RE3 of the Local Plan 2003 states that proposed development will not be permitted where it involves the 

loss of important open space. The mature gardens at St Marys Garden and Church View should be classified as 

important open space given its location within the Conservation area adjacent to St. Mary’s Church.  

 

6. This site is situated approximately 500 metres from Whitmoor Common part of the TBHSPA/SSSI. Planning Circular 

02/99 states that development within the 2km sensitive zone of an SPA requires an EIA. The Parish Council has 

significant concerns about the impact that an increased cat population (cats are known to hunt prey for up to 1.6km) 

and increased dog ownership together with general recreation would have on the SPA/SSSI. Dog owners in 

Worplesdon use Whitmoor Common as their preferred dog walking site due to its proximity and flat, sandy nature. 

Any additional new housing at this location is therefore likely to have a detrimental impact on the SPA/SSSI contrary 

to policy 118 of the NPPF. Worplesdon Parish Council is not satisfied that there will be no likely significant effect on 

the SPA and, in the absence of an appropriate assessment, cannot satisfy itself that this proposal, either alone or in 

combination with other development, would not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the Special Protection 

Area and the relevant SSSI. This proposal is contrary to the objectives of policies NE1 and NE4 of the Guildford 

Borough Local Plan 2003 (as saved by DLG Direction on 24.9.2007) and conflicts with saved policy NRM6 of the South 

East Plan 2009. The development would also fail to meet the requirements of Regulations 61 and 62 of the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, as amended.  

 

7. The village is classed as semi-rural and, as already stated, is in close proximity to the SPA/SSSI. Paragraph 119 of 

the NPPF states that the presumption in favour of sustainable development (para 14) does not apply where 

development requiring appropriate assessment under the Birds and Habitats Directives is being considered planned 

or determined.  

 

8. The Parish Council considers the proposal for another new house in the gardens of St Mary’s Garden/Church View 

is contrary to paragraphs 48 and 53 of the NPPF. Paragraph 53 of the NPPF states Local planning authorities should 

consider the case for setting out polices to resist inappropriate development of residential gardens, for example 

where development would cause harm to the local area. This application is not on a brownfield site and is a case of 

garden grabbing.  

 

9. The DCLG Technical Consultation on Implementation of Planning Changes dated February 2016 para 4.4 refers to 

the provision of a small sites register to ensure that inappropriate development e.g. in back gardens, does not occur.  

 

10. The proposed dwelling due to its size, scale and bulk would result in over-development, which in turn would fail 

to preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the Conservation Area and would therefore have an 

adverse and overbearing impact on St. Mary’s Gardens contrary to policy G5(10) of the Local Plan 2003.  
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11. There is a history of drainage and flooding issues in this area. There is currently only one road gulley which takes 

water from St Mary’s Church, St Mary’s Gardens and Perry Orchard. Any increase in surface water emanating from 

the proposed development would be totally unacceptable contrary to policy G1(7) of the Local Plan 2003.  

 

12. The proposed property is to be situated close to St Mary’s Church, Worplesdon. This is the only Grade 1 listed 

building within the parish. Worplesdon Parish Council is deeply concerned at the number of applications that are 

being made for new properties in this cul-de-sac. These dwellings will be a prominent feature visible immediately 

upon approaching and leaving the main entrance to this Grade 1 listed Church. Critically it will also block views of the 

church from Perry Hill itself, which is completely unacceptable in terms of the detrimental impact this will have on 

the Conservation Area and this extremely important heritage site.  

 

13. There is no ecological survey despite the known presence of bats and badgers.  

 

14. A recent press release regarding the emerging Local Plan states: Draft Local Plan will strengthen cultural, 

historical and physical wellbeing within Guildford borough.  

 

The application being made represents an opportunistic application ahead of the Local Plan. 

 

For the reasons stated above the Parish Council recommends refusal of this planning application 

 

Planning Application No: 16/P/02029 - Land at, St Mary’s Garden, Perry Hill, Worplesdon, Guildford, GU3 3RE - 

Proposed erection of a two storey detached dwelling and two bay detached garage following demolition of existing 

outbuildings. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council submit the following objection: 

 

Worplesdon Parish Council objects in the strongest possible terms to planning application no. 16/P/02029 on the 

following grounds:  

 

1. Paragraph 86 of the NPPF states that villages which provide an important contribution to the open character of 

the Green Belt should not be inset from the Green Belt. It has been proposed within the Submission Local Plan policy 

P2 that Worplesdon village is not to be inset due its open nature and the important role this historic village, which is 

mentioned in the Domesday Book, offers to the openness of the Green Belt at this location.  

 

2. In the Proposed Submission Local Plan policy P2 states: “Limited infilling within the identified settlement 

boundaries of the following villages: Albury, Compton, East Clandon, East Horsley (south), Gomshall, Holmbury St 

Mary, Peaslake, Pirbright, Puttenham, Shere, West Clandon and Worplesdon." The development site which appears 

to comprise land at Church View and St Mary’s Garden is situated in the Conservation Area of Worplesdon and is 

OUTSIDE the settlement area.  

 

3. The proposed development, being a large two storey five bedroom house, would by virtue of its scale, bulk and 

mass and proximity to St Mary’s Garden and Rudge Cottage result in a detrimental impact on the openness of the 

Green Belt. No very special circumstances have been demonstrated to outweigh the harm to the Green Belt by 

virtue of its inappropriateness or the harm caused to the openness. The proposed development would therefore fail 

to comply with saved policy RE2 of the Guildford Borough Local Plan 2003 and the NPPF 2012. The NPPF at 

paragraph 89 sets out that a local planning authority should regard the construction of new dwellings within the 

Green Belt as inappropriate development with the exception of limited infilling or brownfield sites unless very 

special circumstances and/or certain exceptions apply. The erection of a 5 bedroom dwelling does NOT fall within 

the permitted exemptions. Worplesdon Parish Council is of the opinion that very special circumstances have not 

been proven in this case. Paragraph: 034 Reference ID: 3-034-20141006 of the NPPG states that unmet housing need 

(including for traveller sites) is unlikely to outweigh the harm to the Green Belt and other harm to constitute the 

“very special circumstances” justifying inappropriate development on a site within the Green Belt. The current 
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proposal will have a greater impact on the openness of the Green Belt at this location contrary to paragraphs 79 and 

80 of the NPPF.  

 

4. This site has not been included in the emerging Local Plan, and in conjunction with other current proposals 

represents over-development.  

 

5. Policy RE3 of the Local Plan 2003 states that proposed development will not be permitted where it involves the 

loss of important open space. The mature gardens at St Marys Garden should be classified as important open space 

given its location within the Conservation area adjacent to St. Mary’s Church.  

 

6. This site is situated approximately 500 metres from Whitmoor Common part of the TBHSPA/SSSI. Planning Circular 

02/99 states that development within the 2km sensitive zone of an SPA requires an EIA. The Parish Council has 

significant concerns about the impact that an increased cat population (cats are known to hunt prey for up to 1.6km) 

and increased dog ownership together with general recreation would have on the SPA/SSSI. Dog owners in 

Worplesdon use Whitmoor Common as their preferred dog walking site due to its proximity and flat, sandy nature. 

Any additional new housing at this location is therefore likely to have a detrimental impact on the SPA/SSSI contrary 

to policy 118 of the NPPF. Worplesdon Parish Council is not satisfied that there will be no likely significant effect on 

the SPA and, in the absence of an appropriate assessment, cannot satisfy itself that this proposal, either alone or in 

combination with other development, would not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the Special Protection 

Area and the relevant SSSI. This proposal is contrary to the objectives of policies NE1 and NE4 of the Guildford 

Borough Local Plan 2003 (as saved by DLG Direction on 24.9.2007) and conflicts with saved policy NRM6 of the South 

East Plan 2009. The development would also fail to meet the requirements of Regulations 61 and 62 of the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, as amended.  

 

7. The village is classed as semi-rural and, as already stated, is in close proximity to the SPA/SSSI. Paragraph 119 of 

the NPPF states that the presumption in favour of sustainable development (para 14) does not apply where 

development requiring appropriate assessment under the Birds and Habitats Directives is being considered planned 

or determined.  

 

8. The Parish Council considers the proposal for another new house in the garden of St Mary’s Garden is contrary to 

paragraphs 48 and 53 of the NPPF. Paragraph 53 of the NPPF states Local planning authorities should consider the 

case for setting out polices to resist inappropriate development of residential gardens, for example where 

development would cause harm to the local area. This application is not on a brownfield site and is a case of garden 

grabbing. 

 

9. The DCLG Technical Consultation on Implementation of Planning Changes dated February 2016 para 4.4 refers to 

the provision of a small sites register to ensure that inappropriate development e.g. in back gardens, does not occur.  

 

10. The proposed dwelling due to its size, scale and bulk would result in over-development, which in turn would fail 

to preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the Conservation Area and would therefore have an 

adverse and overbearing impact on St. Mary’s Gardens contrary to policy G5(10) of the Local Plan 2003.  

 

11. There is a history of drainage and flooding issues in this area. There is currently only one road gulley which takes 

water from St Mary’s Church, St Mary’s Gardens and Perry Orchard. Any increase in surface water emanating from 

the proposed development would be totally unacceptable contrary to policy G1(7) of the Local Plan 2003.  

 

12. The proposed property is to be situated close to St Mary’s Church, Worplesdon. This is the only Grade 1 listed 

building within the parish. Worplesdon Parish Council is deeply concerned at the number of applications that are 

being made for new properties in this cul-de-sac. These dwellings will be a prominent feature visible immediately 

upon approaching and leaving the main entrance to this Grade 1 listed Church. Critically it will also block views of the 

church from Perry Hill itself, which is completely unacceptable in terms of the detrimental impact this will have on 

the Conservation Area and this extremely important heritage site.  
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13. There is no ecological survey despite the known presence of bats and badgers.  

 

14. A recent press release regarding the emerging Local Plan states: Draft Local Plan will strengthen cultural, 

historical and physical wellbeing within Guildford borough.  

 

The application being made represents an opportunistic application ahead of the Local Plan.  

 

For the reasons stated above the Parish Council recommends refusal of this planning application. 

 

At 7.56pm the Chairman waived Standing Orders to enable Mrs Ashton to speak. 

 

Cllr Elms arrived 7.57pm. 

 

Meeting reconvened 7.58pm. 

 

Planning Application No: 15/P/00409 - Former Bonsai Centre, St Mary’s Garden, Perry Hill, Worplesdon, GU3 3RD - 

approved 13.8.2015 - Variation of condition 2 of this planning application to allow the amendment to the approved 

drawing numbers. 

 

RESOLVED:  No comment. 

 

Planning Application No: 16/P/02038 - 29 The Oval, Wood Street Village, Guildford, GU3 3DL - Proposed two storey 

rear extension following partial demolition of existing conservatory. 

 

RESOLVED:  Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No: 16/C/00006 - Consultation from British Telecommunications for removal of public phone 

kiosk - Phone Box - Liddington Hall, Liddington New Road, Worplesdon. 

 

RESOLVED:  Obtain the views of the FLGCA prior to any response being submitted by the Parish Council. 

 

Planning Application No: 16/C/00007 - Consultation from British Telecommunications for removal of public phone 

kiosk - Phone Box opposite 128 Frog Grove Lane, Guildford. 

 

RESOLVED:  Obtain the views of the WSVA prior to any response being submitted by the Parish Council. 

 

Mr Venables also advised that: 

 

• A new planning application has been submitted in respect of Russell Place Farm.  The application no: is 

16/P/02134 - Description - Change of use from agricultural land to public open space and nature reserve 

with associated fencing, access works, car park and highways access to facilitate to Suitable Alternative 

Natural Greenspace (SANG).  The documents were not currently available to view online.   

• Guildford Borough Council has announced that the Local Plan will be further delayed to ensure that when 

the Council does submit the Local Plan to the Planning Inspector the evidence is robust, up to date, will take 

into account any Brexit implications and the publication of the 2014-based population and household 

projections.  The council will publish an outline of the revised timetable for the Local Plan. It will also revisit 

the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA), the Employment Land Needs Assessment (ELNA) and the 

Retail and Leisure Needs Study update.  GBC will publish an outline of the revised timetable for the Local 

Plan. There will be a further targeted consultation in June/July 2017 with "substantial changes" to some of 

the strategic sites outlined. 
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553-2016 - Planning Enforcement Cases 

 

These were issued to all members via email in advance of the meeting for information. 

 

554-2016 - Public Consultation - University Technical College Guildford - Consultation deadline - 21 November 2016 

 

Whilst members, in principle, supported a University Technical College for the town there was significant concern 

about the proposed location in Park Barn due to the severe traffic congestion already experienced as a result of 

Kings College, Guildford Grove, the RSCH (Royal Surrey County Hospital), Surrey University, the Surrey Research Park, 

Tesco and the Onslow Park and Ride. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council respond as follows: 

 

Given the already significant traffic congestion in and around Park Barn as a result of Kings College, Guildford Grove, 

the RSCH (Royal Surrey County Hospital), Surrey University, the Surrey Research Park, Tesco and the Onslow Park 

and Ride a full transport assessment is a prerequisite prior to any decisions being taken by the principal authorities. 

 

Cllr Elms advised that Mike Potter CBE has tendered his resignation as Principal of the Guildford College Group. 

 

555-2016 - Co-option of a councillor for the Fairlands Ward  

 

No applications had been received. 

 

556-2016 - Co-option of a councillor for the Jacobs Well Ward 

 

No applications had been received. 

 

557-2016 - Traffic Committee 

 

Dr Cragg advised that PC M Redfern has left Surrey Police and the Casualty Reduction Officer’s post is currently 

vacant. 

 

Following discussion it was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mrs S Morgan and RESOLVED that Traffic Committee 

meetings be temporarily postponed until a new police officer has been appointed.  The effectiveness of the Traffic 

Committee depends on the County Councillor and the Casualty Reduction Officer being present. 

 

558-2016 - Parish Council representative to Stoke Hospital 

 

Regrettably, due to work and other commitments no nominations were received.   

 

The Clerk to Stoke Hospital to be informed. 

 

559-2016 - Parking restrictions in Fairlands - Complaint made by a local resident 

 

Guildford Borough Council took steps to introduce parking restrictions at the request of the Parish Council, local 

residents and Surrey Police due to ongoing parking problems being experienced around the shops and the school. 

 

Whilst some criticism has been made by a small number of residents from Fairlands, the majority of residents are 

pleased with the results. 

 

Due process and public consultation were carried out by Guildford Borough Council and the Local Area Committee.   

 

The yellow lines are now being enforced by Guildford Borough Council. 
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Cllrs Adam, Morgan and Messinger all confirmed that the situation has improved significantly since the yellow lines 

were introduced. 

 

It was therefore RESOLVED that the Parish Council to take no action in respect of the verbal complaint made to      

Mr Mitchell. 

 

560-2016 - Wood Street Village 

 

Mr Bryan advised that the fireworks event planned for Wood Street Village has been cancelled due to a lack of 

volunteers.   

  

561-2016 - Wood Street Village Green and pond - Concurrent Functions Grant Aid application 

 

Guildford Borough Council had suggested that for the purposes of assessing the impact of the proposed new land 

drains on the pond an ecological survey of the pond and Green be carried out prior to the works commencing. 

 

Following discussion it was proposed Mrs L Wright, seconded Mr N Bryan and unanimously RESOLVED that the 

Parish Council would not carry out an ecological survey as this was considered to be an unnecessary expense. 

 

562-2016 - WSVA 

 

Following discussion it was proposed Dr P Cragg, seconded Mr C Venables and RESOLVED that permission be granted 

for a Christmas tree to be placed on the Village Green IF a suitable specimen can be found.  In the absence of an 

appropriate Christmas tree permission to attach lights to the maypole will also be granted.   

 

A vote was duly taken - Mr Mitchell abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

A risk assessment to be obtained from the WSVA in due course. 

 

563-2016 - WW1 commemorations 2018 

 

Dr Cragg advised that the Worplesdon Memorial Trustees had considered the possibility of a new war memorial 

being erected in St Mary’s Churchyard.  However, in the absence of a Rector the proposal had not been taken 

forward.  Now that Rev Alex Russell has been installed it would seem an appropriate time to move forward with the 

proposal. 

 

In principle, the members were willing to consider contributing a third of the audited costs towards a new war 

memorial subject to the costs involved. 

 

Cllr Elms advised that such a request would have to go through the War Graves Commission. 

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mrs Morgan and RESOLVED that the Council establish a working party to 

consider how the Parish Council could commemorate the end of WW1.  It was agreed that Mrs Messinger would 

take the lead on this matter. 

 

Possibilities include:  

 

• The planting of a peace tree 

• Creating a new roll of honour that includes all of our war dead including George Press a soldier from Pitch 

Place whose name was missing from previous records. 

• A new bench - with specific WW1 design 
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A vote to establish a working party was taken.  Mr Venables voted against.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs Morgan, Dr Cragg, Mrs Messinger and Miss Unwin-Golding volunteered to sit on the working party. 

 

564-2016 - Replacement of the posts at Pitch Place Green 

 

A quotation had finally been obtained from a tree surgeon for large tree sections. 

 

The Clerk was instructed to obtain quotations for installing the small steel posts back filled with concrete. 

 

This item is to be on the agenda of the next appropriate council meeting. 

 

Local residents are to be informed of the Council’s decision and the reasons for that decision once that decision has 

been made. 

 

565-2016 - Fly-tipping 

 

An email had been received from Guildford Borough Council advising that they are only responsible for enforcement 

action on land for which they are directly responsible. 

 

The Clerk stated this is not clear in the County Council’s new fly-tipping strategy. 

 

It was agreed that the Parish Council write to Surrey County Council asking them to make clear within their fly-

tipping strategy document that individual land owners are responsible for bringing about civil action with regards to 

fly-tipping on their land. 

 

Dr Cragg called a comfort break at 9.07pm.  Meeting reconvened at 9.15pm 

 

Mrs Ashton and Cllr Elms left the meeting at this point. 

 

566-2016 - Annual Playground Inspections 

 

The Annual Playground Inspections were carried out by The Play Inspection Company on 11 October 2016. 

 

The Assistant Clerk had prepared a précis of the report which was issued to members via email.   All risks were 

considered to be low. 

 

The Clerk to seek quotations for the various works as soon as practicable. 

 

Appendix 1 - Summary of the Annual Inspection Reports. 

 

567-2016 - Salt Box Road 

 

An email requesting additional verge cutting/ new rights of way and traffic lights with a narrow footway at the 

railway bridge had been submitted to John Hilder Surrey County Council, Steve Mitchell SCC and Cllr Keith Witham. 

 

The following responses had been received. 

 

• Inspector Graham Barnett, Surrey Police whom Cllr Witham had contacted - PS Adam Luck who is 

responsible for the divisional casualty reduction officer has been asked to take a view on the specific points 

and legislation raised by the Parish Council. 

• John Hilder, SCC - GBC carries out the grass cutting on behalf of SCC.  It might be worth asking them about 

the idea of creating rights of way or new tracks.  The annual task group will be meeting in November to 
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review the running list of requests for new schemes.  The request for traffic lights at the rail bridge will be 

included though it should already be on the list. 

• Steve Mitchell - It would be best to contact Surrey Wildlife Trust about this matter. 

• Cllr Witham had asked whether the Parish Council would be willing to fund some additional cuts.  The 

members did not feel it the Parish Council’s responsibility to carry out this work. 

 

568-2016 - Community Resilience - Surrey Matters Magazine 

 

Email received from the County Council stating that it is looking for good examples of Community Resilience 

measures.  As Worplesdon Parish Council is particularly strong in this area they would like to feature the work we do 

in the next issue of Surrey Matters.   

 

Worplesdon Parish Council’s current Community Resilience strengths are: 

 

• Chairman and Vice-Chairman trained in chain saw use 

• Emergency and Flood Plans 

• Flood Forum 

• Land Management carried out by members of the Parish Council, staff, Groundsman and volunteers 

• Working in partnership with Surrey Wildlife Trust - removal of Invasive weeds 

 

It was proposed Dr P Cragg, seconded Mr C Venables and RESOLVED that the Clerk respond to the email accordingly. 

 

569-2016 - Jacobs Well bonfire 

 

The Clerk had contacted Came and Company for advice.  Their advice was to obtain copies of the Public Liability 

certificates and to ensure that the land is inspected on the morning of the event.  Any defects to either be put right 

or cordoned off, as appropriate. 

 

Copies of the Public liability certificates and the firework training certificate for Mr Summers had been duly received. 

 

Charlotte Williams of Surrey Wildlife Trust had confirmed that the old board walk would be removed from Chitty’s 

Common and placed in Harry’s Meadow in the near future, but definitely in time for the bonfire.  Unfortunately, this 

procedure had been delayed as the Wildlife Trust’s main trailer had recently been stolen. 

 

Mr Clark advised that more stewards were required on the evening.  Councillors were asked to assist if at all 

possible.   

 

570-2016 - Finance    
 

a) Bank reconciliations August and September 2016  

 

The RFO had prepared the bank reconciliations for August and September 2016 in accordance with the 

Accounts and Audit Regulations, copies of which were issued to all members.   

 

It was proposed Mrs S Morgan, seconded Mr C Venables and unanimously RESOLVED that the Chairman sign 

the bank reconciliation and bank statements. 

 

Appendices 2 & 3 – Bank reconciliations August and September 2016. 

 

b) Monthly budget reports August and September 2016 

 

The RFO had prepared the monthly budget reports for August and September 2016 in accordance with the 

Accounts and Audit Regulations, copies of which were issued to all members.   
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It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED that the Chairman sign the monthly budget reports. 

 

Appendices 4 & 5 - Monthly budget reports August and September 2016. 

 

  c)   Grant request received from the Cadence Drum and Marching Corp 

 

It was proposed Mr R Clark, seconded Mrs S Morgan and RESOLVED that the grant request be turned down.  

Members did not feel there was sufficient benefit to the parish to award an annual grant to the Drum and 

Marching Corp.  Nonetheless, members recognised the considerable achievements of the Drum and 

Marching Corp who are currently ranked 6
th

 in the country and wished them every success for the future. 

 

d) Surrey ALC AGM and Conference 2016 - 

 

It was proposed Mr N Bryan, seconded Mr D Bird and RESOLVED that the cost of £20 & VAT be ratified. 

 

Power to spend:  LGA 1972 s 111. 

 

e) 2
nd

 instalment of the 2016/17 precept  

 

A BACS payment of £103,340 had been received from Guildford Borough Council.  This included a £4,712 

Local Council Tax Support Scheme grant. 

 

f) Precept 2017/2018  

 

Following discussion it was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr C Venables and RESOLVED that the General 

Purposes and Finance Committee’s recommendation for the precept not to be increased this year be 

approved and accepted.  At present the Tax Base for 2017/18 has not been announced by the Borough 

Council therefore the Band D rating could not yet be established.  It was agreed that once the Tax Base has 

been announced the Clerk will finalise the budget/precept to ensure there is no increase in the Band D 

rating.   

 

The final budget/precept to be confirmed and approved at the November full council meeting. 

 

Mr Clark voted against this proposal.  He felt that a small increase should be made. 

 

g) The App Office 

 

It was proposed Mr Adam, seconded Mr C Venables and RESOLVED that the cost of a parish logo being £200 

& VAT if applicable be approved. 

 

Mrs Wright voted against the proposal.  Motion carried. 

 

Miss Unwin-Golding was asked to issue a draft of the proposed logo for approval at the next General 

Purposes and Finance Committee meeting. 

 

Power to spend: LGA 1972 s 111 

 

h) Fairlands village sign - Quotation to renovate the sign 

 

It was proposed Mrs J Messinger, seconded Miss H Unwin-Golding and unanimously RESOLVED that the cost 

of renovating the sign be approved.  Total cost £935 & VAT.   
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Power to spend:  LGA 1972 s111 

 

i) Interim Audit for the year 2016/2017  

 

The Interim Audit was carried out on Friday 21 October by Mark Mulberry.  Cllr Adam was in attendance.  

The report had not yet been received from the Internal Auditor, albeit there were no matters of concern. 

 

This item is to be on the agenda of the next General Purposes and Finance Committee meeting. 

 

j) Localism Grant 

 

Quotation requested for various vegetation clearance works as agreed with Ian Fowler. 

 

Quotation not received in time for the meeting. 

 

k) Co-operative Bank - Current Account - Change in terms and conditions 

 

For information only. 

 

l) Additional drainage - Wood Street Village Green 

 

Three quotations had now been received: 

 

Minimum cost £11,000 & VAT - maximum cost £20,860 & VAT. 

 

The Clerk advised that the Parish Council’s bid for Concurrent Functions Grant Aid has not yet been decided.  

If the Borough Council does approve the bid funding will not be available until April 2017. 

 

The work was considered by members to be urgent; nonetheless it cannot be carried out before April 2017 if 

the Parish Council intends to claim the Concurrent Functions Grant Aid.   

 

Following discussion it was proposed Mr R Clark, seconded Mr n Bryan and RESOLVED that the Council take 

no action until the result of the bid is known. 

 

Mr Adam and Mrs Messinger abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

m)  Chitty’s Common - Emergency Grant to Surrey Wildlife Trust (SWT) 

 

Letter thanks received from SWT. 

 

n) VAT return - 1.4.2016 - 30.9.2016 

 

To be submitted to the HMRC as soon as practicable.  Total refund due £12,524.57. 

 

o) Grass cutting tender - Grass cutting contract 2017/2020 

 

The tenders were opened.    

 

The Parish Council is obliged to accept the best value quotation not necessarily the cheapest quotation.   

 

It was agreed that the tender documents be scrutinised by two councillors and the Clerk prior to a final 

decision being made, albeit members favoured the present incumbent.  
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This item is to be on the agenda of the next General Purposes and Finance Committee meeting. 

 

571-2016 - Clerk’s Report 

 

a) Proposed Changes to TAG Farnborough airspace 

 

Letter dated 12 October 2016 received from the CAA advising the CAA’s assessment of the proposal has 

been paused due to technical and operational issues.  This is intended to allow the sponsor to undertake 

further work to resolve these issues and this is not unusual in more complex airspace changes.  It would 

therefore be inappropriate to comment on the specific points raised in our letter as that could risk 

prejudicing the outcome of their assessment. 

 

A copy of the Parish Council’s letter was to be copied by the CAA to the team responsible for undertaking the 

regulatory assessment of TAG Farnborough’s proposal. 

 

b) The Mayor, Cllr G Jackson, to attend the full council meeting on 23 February 2017 

 

Members are asked to arrive by 7pm. 

 

c) Date of next Flood Forum meeting - Friday 3 February 2017 - 10.30am - Noon 

 

Venue to be confirmed. 

 

d) Armistice Day Wreath Laying Ceremony - Friday 11 November 2016 from 10.50am 

 

Junction of Clay Lane and Queenhythe Road.  All are welcome.   

 

e) Historical Information received about William Herbert Nash from a relative.  For information only.  

Information to be placed in the parish archives. 

 

f) The Worplesdon Parish Charities - Applications for limited financial support are invited by 23
rd

 November - 

Applications from any household in need who are on basic/supplementary pensions, veterans of military 

conflict, illness, disability or bereavement, younger families with children requiring additional care or 

domestic assistance - Write to The Secretary, Worplesdon Parish Charities, 59 Fairlands Road, Guildford,    

GU3 3HZ 

 

g) Tree Warden Scheme  

 

Booklet received from Surrey County Council - Members of the public are encouraged to become tree 

wardens.  Please contact Surrey County Council for information. 

 

572-2016 -  Chairman’s Report  

 

Dr Cragg gave the following report: 

 

Since my report to our last Full Council meeting (8
th

 September 2016) I  have:- 

 

1) With John Steer, clearing fallen wood, coppicing Hazel and removing branch debris from felled Ash in Nevin`s 

Copse on two separate occasions. A third brief use of chain saw to trim Leylandi overhanging turning circle 

on Jacobs Well Recreation Ground. 

2) With the Clerk, attended Normandy/Pirbright and Worplesdon Chairs and Clerks cluster meeting on 19
th

 

September. 
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3) With the Clerk and Mrs Messinger attended installation of new Rector at St. Mary`s Church. Asked to be one 

of the principal “welcomers” by Church authorities. 

4) Along with the Clerk and Vice-Chairman attended and managed a meeting with Jacobs Well bonfire 

representatives on 27
th

 September to discuss and agree protocol for running the bonfire. 

5) Attended SALC AGM as both Worplesdon Parish Council representative and SALC Director at Wotton House 

on 13
th

 October. 

6) With the Clerk and Vice Chairman signed the licence to Underlet for the Little Cricket Nursery’s continuing 

use of the cricket pavilion on Backside Common. 

7) Assisted on work party clearing brush/nettle and Bamboo growth around pond and alongside the brook on 

Jacobs Well Recreation Ground.    All the Bamboo growth has now been cut down. 
 

573-2016 - Date of next meeting full council – 24 November 2016 – Monthly meeting – 7.30pm 

 

Meeting closed 10.10pm 


