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Worplesdon Parish Council 

Minutes of the full council meeting held 22 June 2017 in the Small Hall, 

Worplesdon Memorial Hall, Perry Hill, Worplesdon at 7.30pm 

 

 

324-2017 – Present:   

 

Councillors: Chairman Dr P Cragg, Mr G Adam, Mr D Bird, Mr N Bryan, Mrs J Messinger, Mr N Mitchell,                        

Mrs S Morgan MBE, Mrs E Nagle, Mr D Snipp, Mrs P Snipp, Miss H Unwin-Golding, Mr C Venables, Mrs J Wray and 

Mrs L Wright. 

 

Staff:  The Clerk to the Council. 

 

Also present were: 

 

Cllr D Elms, Cllr B McShee, Cllr K Witham and a representative of “Save Newlands Corner” were all present for some 

of the meeting. 

 

325-2017- To accept apologies and reason for Absence in accordance with the LGA 1972, Sch12, para 40. 

 

Apologies and reason for absence had been received from Mr R Clark and Mr D Slaymaker.   Apologies and reason 

for absence accepted. 

 

326-2017 - Public Participation  

 

Meeting adjourned to allow the representative of the Save the Newlands Corner group to address the Parish Council. 

 

The representative raised serious concerns about the s38 application (Commons Act 2006) made by Surrey County 

Council to the Planning Inspectorate for 6 play structures to be installed at Newlands Corner which comprises part of 

the Surrey Hills AONB and is registered common land. 

 

Dr Cragg thanked the representative for addressing the Council and for raising his concerns, which would be taken 

into account by the Parish Council. 

 

Meeting reconvened. 

 

327-2017- Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) by Councillors in accordance with The Relevant 

Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012. (SI 2012 No. 1464) 

 

Mr Venables declared a DPI in planning application no: 17/P/01276 - Deepdene, Rickford.  Mr Venables left the room 

whilst this planning application was discussed. 

 

328-2017- To receive and consider written requests for new DPI dispensations 

 

No requests were received. 

 

329-2017- Declaration of non-pecuniary interests in accordance with the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct 
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Mr Venables declared a non-pecuniary interest in planning application no: 17/P/00756 Grangefield, Jacobs Well as 

this site backs on to his mother’s bungalow. 

  

330-2017- Amendments to the Register of Interests  

 

No amendments were declared. 

 

331-2017- Declaration of Gifts or hospitality over £25 

 

No declarations were made. 

 

332-2017 - Save Newlands Corner - S38 (Commons Act 2006) application for 6 artificial play structures at Newlands 

Corner - 5 new pieces and 1 replacement).  Deadline for comment 7 July 2017  

 

Following a lengthy discussion it was proposed Mrs S Morgan, seconded Mr C Venables that the Parish Council 

object to the S38 application.  

 

A vote took place - 11 FOR - Mr G Adam, Mr D Snipp and Mr N Mitchell abstained.  RESOLVED: Motion carried.   

 

Appendix 1 - Email of objection to the Planning Inspectorate. 

 

333-2017 - Surrey Wildlife Trust - Annual liaison meeting held 13 June 2017  

 

The Clerk to the Council had attended this meeting on behalf of the Parish Council and provided the following 

report:   

 

• Q: Has the restoration work required on Whitmoor Common following the forestry work earlier this year 

commenced yet?  If not, when is that programmed to take place?   

A: In terms of the forestry work the track has been repaired as and where required.  The large tree trunks 

were removed.  The brush will be left to rot down.  There was only one area that is still fairly rutted which is 

where the vehicle got bogged down.   It was requested that in future SWT needed to erect signs near the 

Jolly Farmer car park showing photos of what the area will look like when cleared and what it will look like 

within 6 months so that people are not worried unnecessarily.   SWT advised they normally do put up signs, 

but accepted that in this case there was room for improvement. 

• Q: Why SWT didn’t seek s38 consent (Commons Act 2006) from Natural England for the coffee/tea van?   

A:  SWT considers the impact on the common to be de minimis as the vehicle is taken off site every day – it 

is not a permanent structure.  They are, nonetheless, reviewing the situation. 

• Q: What action will SWT take to enforce the planning condition regarding litter on Whitmoor Common 

resulting from the coffee/tea van?   

A: The owner of the coffee/tea van takes litter very seriously.  All of his products are fully biodegradable, 

including the coffee lids.  Nonetheless, he has an obligation to litter pick the car park on a daily basis, but is 

extending this work onto the common.  There was no litter on the area of Whitmoor Common that was 

walked. 

• Q: Does SWT intend to respond to the latest iteration of the Local Plan, given the potential impact of the 

Blackwell Farm development on the hydrology of Whitmoor Common?   

A: This is something the planning team will be looking into.   

• Q: What action will SWT take to keep the ditches on the eight commons for which they are responsible clear 

to prevent flooding of property and the local highway network?   

A: Mr Adler was aware of the work of the Flood Forum.  Their surveyors are looking into the strategic 

watercourses that cross the commons and will be considering a maintenance plan.  They would like to be 

kept fully informed of the work of the Flood Forum. 
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• Q: What impact will SCC’s decision to reduce maintenance of the existing rights of way have on users of the 

commons?  What, if anything, does SWT intend to do to ensure the rights of way over the commons are 

kept clear?   

A: SWT shared concern about the impact of the funding reduction from £400,000 to £100,000 will have on 

the rights of way.  They would like to keep the main rights of way open, with assistance from the Ramblers 

Society, WDBA etc.  SWT will have no objection to people using secateurs to cut back brambles which are 

overhanging the footpaths.  They are willing to work with voluntary groups, but would need to approve 

works that take place on the commons, particularly the use of brush cutters, chain saws, etc.  SWT will be 

seeking further clarification from SCC regarding the proposal to close off footpaths that become 

dangerous.  It may be possible for groups to work together to secure funding such as the WDBA did for the 

Summer Ride improvements. 

• Q: What action does SWT intend to take in respect of the new development at Roseberry, Chitty’s Common 

regarding the historic encroachment onto Chitty’s Common?  

A: SWT will discuss with SCC to see what, if anything, can be done about this.   

• Q: What impact has the restructure had in terms of local volunteering?  

A: Volunteer numbers did drop temporarily.  Now that the new team are starting to settle in they hope that 

volunteers will be willing to lend a hand once more.  The new team are extremely enthusiastic and want to 

see the Wildlife Trust succeed, after what has been a difficult period.  They did not deny that there will be 

some initial difficulties, but it is hoped these will be kept to a minimum. 

• Q: There is currently a Traveller incursion on Broad Street Common.  What action are you taking to evict the 

group?  

A: The Travellers have been asked to move on in accordance with approved policy.  If they fail to move on 

legal action will be taken.   

• Q: Do you have a policy re Traveller incursions?   

A: Yes, in accordance with Surrey County Council’s policy. 

• Q:  Is there anything that can be done to improve security to prevent further incursions on the site?  

A: When all the Travellers have left, security of the gate will be reviewed.   

• Q: Common land on the corner of White Hart Lane, Wood Street Village – Charlotte had promised to cut 

back the hedging to ensure that sight lines at this junction remain clear.  This did not happen.  Please can 

you ensure that this patch of common land is cut back hard after the bird nesting season on an annual 

basis?   

A: Mr Adler to investigate ownership of this parcel of land. 

• The Parish Council extended its thanks to SWT for dealing with the fallen tree on Chitty’s Common so 

quickly.   

 

334-2017 - Borough Councillor’s report  

 

Cllr McShee provided the following report: 

 

• CPRE AGM - As one of your Borough Councillors, I attended the CPRE AGM yesterday and one of the items 

on the Agenda was Guildford’s Draft Local Plan. 

 

The three strategic sites were discussed, and for Worplesdon, Blackwell Farm will have a considerable 

impact.  I would ask that you all comment on the proposed changes to the Draft Local Plan.  The closing date 

for comments is 24
th

 July. 

 

• Armed Forces Day - This Saturday is Armed Forces Day, and there will be a Freedom Parade in the High 

Street starting from the Town Bridge at 12.15, the salute will be taken at Tunsgate Arch, then onto Holy 

Trinity Church for a short service to be held outside Church.  Added security is to be provided. 

 

Cllr Elms advised that: 
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• Surrey Armed Forces Day: Historic and Vintage Military Rally and Show - This event is being held in the 

grounds of Loseley House on Sunday 26 June 2017.  Entry is free.  All donations to be made to the Army 

Benevolent Fund.   The café will be open during the Show. 

 

Dr Cragg thanked Cllr McShee and Cllr Elms for their reports. 

 

335-2017 - County Councillor’s report  

 

Cllr Witham gave the following report: 

 

1. Travellers encampment, Broad Street Common, near Gravetts  Lane 

 

As the Travellers have failed to leave, SCC is preparing the legal notice and associated documents, aiming to 

serve these by early next week.  If the Travellers still fail to move on the County Council will go to court to 

seek an eviction notice.   With regards to the mess and unhygienic conditions, these will be cleared away by 

SCC contractors once the Travellers have left. 

 

2. SCC budget reductions 

 

The County Council is currently looking to save an additional £100 million a year, in addition to the approx. 

£500 million of savings achieved in the last 6-7 years.  The same problems apply as previously reported i.e. 

the cost of Adult Social care, Children's Social services, and more new school places, which can't be avoided, 

versus "discretionary” spending. 

 

All Local Committee (x11) budgets have been reduced - The Guildford Local Committee budget has been 

reduced from c. £700,000 last year to c. £70,000 this year, almost 90%. So traffic schemes previously agreed, 

subject to finances, will not now go ahead and last year’s unspent budget will not be carried forward.  This 

will affect the proposed pedestrian island on Aldershot Road near the entrance to Hunts Farm, unless 

alternative SCC funding can be identified, maybe through a capital budget.  I am currently awaiting details 

via the Guildford Local Committee.  

 

More reductions in Community Recycling Centres (CRCs) - 4 small CRCs are to be closed and all other CRCs to 

close 2 days a week.  A public consultation has just started.  The aim is to save £2million a year. 

 

3. Local Community Grants 

 

Whilst the budget has been reduced by 40%, there are still funds that local voluntary community groups can 

apply for.  Normally up to £500 and preference for those not funded by SCC before so please apply to me for 

details. 

 

Two grants are in the pipeline, one for the Wood Street Village Association for new marquee for the Wood 

Street Village Show the other for the Worplesdon Memorial Hall towards a kitchen refit. 

 

4. Fly-tipping Cobbett Hill Road  

  

GBC and SCC officers are working together to see what can be done to prevent fly-tipping in this location.  

Fly-tipping which takes place on private land is the responsibility of the private land owner. 

 

The resident, Cllr McShee and Cllr Elms left the meeting at 8.27pm 
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336-2017- Minutes of the previous meetings 

 

It was proposed Mr C Venables, seconded Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual 

Meeting held 25 May 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

It was proposed Mr N Mitchell, seconded Mrs J Messinger and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the 

Planning Committee meeting held 8 June 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

It was proposed Mrs J Messinger, seconded Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the General 

Purposes and Finance Committee meeting held 8 June 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true 

record. 

 

Cllr Witham left the meeting 8.33pm 

 

337-2017 - To approve the revised Standing Orders. 

 

The revised Standing Orders had been circulated to all members via email in advance of the meeting. 

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr N Bryan that the revised Standing Orders be adopted and approved. 

 

A vote took place - 13 For - Mr N Mitchell against.  RESOLVED: Motion carried. 

 

338-2017 - To review and approve the revised Financial Regulations 

 

The revised Financial Regulations had been circulated to all members via email in advance of the meeting. 

 

It was proposed Mr N Mitchell, seconded Mr D Bird and unanimously RESOLVED that the revised Financial 

Regulations be adopted and approved. 

 

339-2017 - K6 Phone Kiosks 

 

The WSVA has confirmed its members would also like to act as volunteers on behalf of the Parish Council.   

 

Liability for both phone kiosks therefore remains with the Parish Council.  The phone kiosks have been added to the 

Parish Council’s Asset Register and are therefore automatically included in the public liability section of the Parish 

Council’s insurance policy.   

 

Volunteers have commenced the restoration works on both phone kiosks.  The volunteers are purchasing the parts 

and paint required and will be reimbursed on provision of the receipts. 

 

340-2017 - WW1 commemorations 

 

 Mrs J Messinger gave the following report: 

 

• Pamphlet/booklet commemorating all those who served, but died between 1914 - 1918 - I am continuing my 

research. 

• Beacon - The company which provides staging did not respond to our enquiries - The Clerk to approach local 

scaffolding companies instead. 

• War Memorial - The Church is unable to provide any funding towards this project.  The working party 

recommends this idea be abandoned.  Agreed. 

• WW1 bench/benches & matching litter bin - A response is still awaited from the Royal Mail. 

• Centenary Roll of Honour - The calligraphy will cost £200 & postage & the cost of the vellum paper.  The 

working party recommends matching as closely as possible the existing memorial stone which is located in 
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the Main Hall, Worplesdon Memorial Hall.  I will obtain a quotation for a mount and frame in the near 

future. 

• Church Service - The Church supports this proposal.  Detailed discussions to take place nearer the time. 

 

It was proposed Miss H Unwin-Golding, seconded Mr C Venables and unanimously RESOLVED that the following 

projects be pursued:  Pamphlet/booklet, Beacon, WW1 bench and bin, Centenary Roll of Honour, Church Service.   

 

341-2017 - To review all other policies and procedures of the Council 

 

It was proposed Dr P Cragg, seconded Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that the following policies and 

procedures be updated as per the table below: 

 

Policy   Proposed changes     

Policy for admin of  1.  Amend date.     

the play areas  2.  Section  1 - para 3 - Delete "Any drug packets to be taken by the contractor to  

   Surrey Police".  Surrey police are not interested!  

   3.  Section 1 Para 5 - Delete "Assistant"   

         

Advice on commenting 1.  Amend date     

on planning applications 2.  Delete references to the Assistant Clerk (for the time being) 

Business Plan 2015 - 2019 Page 5 - previous achievements amend to read Erected "semi" permanent Xmas 

   lights      

         

Complaints Procedure  1.  Amend date.     

   Delete "Fax" from Clerk's contact details.   

Disciplinary Procedure No change. 

Emergency Plan  1.  Amend date.  2.  Update Thames Water and UK Power Networks contact phone  

   numbers.      

FOI   Delete contact details for Mrs Venables - update URL for WPC. 

   Class 3 - Amend "Quality Status" to "Community Engagement".  

Class 5 - Update list of policies 

General Information  Delete references to Mrs Venables.   

   WPC no longer subscribes to the Surrey County Playing Fields Association - remove from list. 

   Page 4 - update list of policies 

 

   

General Communications 

Policy 

 

1.  Delete references to the Assistant Clerk (for the time being) 

 

Grievance Procedure  No change. 

 

Land Management Plan 

Parcels 

 

1.  Amend date.  2.  Update Land Management Plan for Nevins Copse as already approved by the full 

council. 

Press and Media Protocol 1.  Amend date.     

   2.  Delete references to the Assistant Clerk (for the time being) 

Protocol for dealings by  1.  Amend date.     

Parish Council staff with  2.  Point 8 amend "taking side" to "taking sides"  

members of the public       

Policy for the retention of 

documents 

1.  Amend date - Revisit after IT working party meeting.     
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Training - Statement of 

Intent 

1.  Amend date.     

   2.  Delete references to the Assistant Clerk (for the time being) 

Year-end Procedure  1.  Amend date.     

    Points 4, 5 and 6 - add in "by Mulberry & Co"   

         

 

342-2017 - Staffing Committee meeting 

 

It was agreed that the Staffing Committee meeting be held on Monday 24 July 2017 at 2pm in the Memorial Hall.  

 

343-2017 - Public Rights of Way - Future maintenance 

 

Only one response had been received from a resident of Liddington Hall who was willing to assist with keeping the 

rights of way open. 

 

It was agreed that in light of a lack of support, the Parish Council would not seek to create a Rights of Way volunteer 

work party.   

 

344-2017 - Pitch Place Green - Traveller Incursions 

 

Mr Mitchell had prepared a spread sheet of all land for which the Parish Council is responsible, either as owner or 

lessee to assess the likelihood of Traveller Incursions. 

 

It was agreed that Mr Mitchell, Mrs Messinger and the Clerk to the Council carry out additional work to further 

assess each site in terms of their vulnerability and what could be done, if anything, to secure the site to prevent 

Traveller Incursions and what the cost implications are likely to be. 

 

This item is to be included on the agenda of the next appropriate General Purposes and Finance Committee meeting. 

 

345-2017 - Application to use the WSVA’s marquee on Sunday 16 July for a church service 

 

St Alban’s Church had submitted an Event Application seeking permission to hold a Church Service in the WSVA’s 

marquee on Wood Street Village Green on Sunday 16 July 2017. 

 

It was proposed Mrs S Morgan, seconded Mr G Adam that permission be granted. 

 

A vote took place - 13 FOR - Mrs J Messinger abstained.  RESOLVED: Motion carried. 

 

346-2017 - Licence of tennis courts to Worplesdon Parish Council 

 

This item was deferred until the next General Purposes and Finance Committee meeting. 

 

347-2017 - Terrapins - Moat House Pond, Jacobs Well 

 

Regrettably, persons unknown have placed terrapins, which are an invasive species, in Moat House pond, Jacobs 

Well.  Terrapins represent a serious risk to the local ecosystem and biodiversity.  Terrapins are known to eat bird 

eggs and baby birds, as well as insect larvae and newts etc.  The Parish Council therefore needs to find a way of 

removing the terrapins. 

 

The Clerk had asked a local pest controller whether he would be able to assist.  A reply is currently awaited. 
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348-2017 - Grass cutting  

 

A local resident had complained about sightlines being blocked by long grass growing on the common land in Oak 

Hill (opposite Wood Street Infant School).   

 

Given that the Parish Council already arranges for a 1m wide strip to be cut back along common land alongside the 

Woking Road (A320) for safety reasons, the Clerk had obtained a quotation from Gavin Jones Ltd. 

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mrs L Wright and unanimously RESOLVED that, for safety reasons, the Parish 

Council approve the cost of cutting a 1m wide strip along the edge of the common land in Oak Hill from St Alban’s 

Church at the top down to the bottom of the hill.  Total cost £351.12 pa & VAT. 

 

In addition the Clerk advised that when the grassed area around White House pond, Jacobs Well was cut the 

operative noted voles, mice, snakes and other wildlife in the area.  Cutting this area 5 times a year will therefore 

have a detrimental impact on the resident wildlife.  This issue had been raised with the JWRA, who had agreed that it 

would be appropriate to reduce the proposed frequency of cuts from 5 to 3 to provide an appropriately maintained 

area for wildlife.   

 

It was proposed Mr C Venables, seconded Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that the number of cuts at this 

site be reduced to 3. 

 

The Clerk to inform Gavin Jones Ltd accordingly. 

 

349-2017 - Speed Data Recorder 

 

Following discussion it was proposed Dr P Cragg, seconded Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that the cost of 

a training session be approved.  Total cost £450 & VAT. 

 

Power to spend:  LGA 1972 s111. 

 

350-2017 - Planning Applications for consideration 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/01117 - 142 Frog Grove Lane, Wood Street Village, Guildford, GU3 3HB - Proposed 

single storey rear extension, following demolition of outhouse, loft conversion for habitable accommodation, 

dormer to front elevation and roof lights to side and rear elevation. 

 

RESOLVED:  Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/01180 - 7 Rydes Hill Crescent, Guildford, GU2 9UH - Single storey rear extension and 

loft conversion. 

 

RESOLVED:  Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No:  17/T/00137 - Land to the rear of 5 - 9, Clayton Drive, Guildford, GU2 9TZ - T1 Oak (Ivy 

clad) - crown raise to 6m and remove small Oak sapling at base of tree, T2 Birch - fell, T3 Oak - crown raise to 6m, T4 

Oak - crown raise to 6m and remove first large limb over garden, Th Willow Saplings over pond edge - coppice, Th 

Oak - crown raise to 5-am, reduce lateral growth over garage to 2-am leaving finished branch lengths of 6-8m. 

 

RESOLVED:  Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00756 - Grangefield, Oak Tree Close, Jacobs Well, Guildford, GU4 7PU - Outline 

application to consider access for the erection of up to six dwellings together with associated gardens and parking 

space following demolition of the existing bungalow and commercial yard buildings. 
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This application was approved by the Borough Council on 20 June 2017.  The Parish Council had previously 

commented on the application. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/01252 - 7 Douglas Close, Jacobs Well, Guildford, GU4 7PB - Increase existing window 

size on side elevation. 

 

RESOLVED:  Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No:  17/P/01219 - St Mary’s Garden, Perry Hill, Worplesdon, Guildford, GU3 3RE - Demolition 

of existing timber, lean-to carport outbuilding and construction of new dwelling adjacent to St. Mary's Garden. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council object in the strongest possible terms to planning application no. 17/P/01219 on 

the following grounds:  

 

1. Paragraph 86 of the NPPF states that villages which provide an important contribution to the open character of 

the Green Belt should not be inset from the Green Belt. It has been proposed within the Submission Local Plan policy 

P2 that Worplesdon village is not to be inset due its open nature and the important role this historic village, which is 

mentioned in the Domesday Book, offers to the openness of the Green Belt at this location.  

 

2. In the Proposed Submission Local Plan policy P2 states: “Limited infilling within the identified settlement 

boundaries of the following villages: Albury, Compton, East Clandon, East Horsley (south), Gomshall, Holmbury St 

Mary, Peaslake, Pirbright, Puttenham, Shere, West Clandon and Worplesdon." The development site which appears 

to comprise land at Church View and St Mary’s Garden is situated in the Conservation Area of Worplesdon and is 

OUTSIDE the settlement area.  

 

3. The proposed development, being a large two storey five bedroom house, would by virtue of its scale, bulk and 

mass and proximity to St Mary’s Garden and Rudge Cottage result in a detrimental impact on the openness of the 

Green Belt. The property would tower over the bonsai development. No very special circumstances have been 

demonstrated to outweigh the harm to the Green Belt by virtue of its inappropriateness or the harm caused to the 

openness. The proposed development would therefore fail to comply with saved policy RE2 of the Guildford 

Borough Local Plan 2003 and the NPPF 2012. The NPPF at paragraph 89 sets out that a local panning authority 

should regard the construction of new dwellings within the Green Belt as inappropriate development with the 

exception of limited infilling or brownfield sites unless very special circumstances and/or certain exceptions apply. 

The erection of a 5 bedroom dwelling does NOT fall within the permitted exemptions. Worplesdon Parish Council is 

of the opinion that very special circumstances have not been proven in this case. Paragraph: 034 Reference ID: 3-

034-20141006 of the NPPG states that unmet housing need (including for traveller sites) is unlikely to outweigh the 

harm to the Green Belt and other harm to constitute the “very special circumstances” justifying inappropriate 

development on a site within the Green Belt. The current proposal will have a greater impact on the openness of the 

Green Belt at this location contrary to paragraphs 79 and 80 of the NPPF.  

 

4. This site has not been included in the emerging Local Plan, and in conjunction with other current proposals 

represents over-development.  

 

5. Policy RE3 of the Local Plan 2003 states that proposed development will not be permitted where it involves the 

loss of important open space. The mature gardens at St Marys Garden should be classified as important open space 

given its location within the Conservation area adjacent to St. Mary’s Church.  

 

6. This site is situated approximately 500 metres from Whitmoor Common part of the TBHSPA/SSSI. Planning Circular 

02/99 states that development within the 2km sensitive zone of an SPA requires an EIA. The Parish Council has 

significant concerns about the impact that an increased cat population (cats are known to hunt prey for up to 1.6km) 

and increased dog ownership together with general recreation would have on the SPA/SSSI. Dog owners in 

Worplesdon use Whitmoor Common as their preferred dog walking site due to its proximity and flat, sandy nature. 
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Any additional new housing at this location is therefore likely to have a detrimental impact on the SPA/SSSI contrary 

to policy 118 of the NPPF. Worplesdon Parish Council is not satisfied that there will be no likely significant effect on 

the SPA and, in the absence of an appropriate assessment, cannot satisfy itself that this proposal, either alone or in 

combination with other development, would not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the Special Protection 

Area and the relevant SSSI. This proposal is contrary to the objectives of policies NE1 and NE4 of the Guildford 

Borough Local Plan 2003 (as saved by DLG Direction on 24.9.2007) and conflicts with saved policy NRM6 of the South 

East Plan 2009. The development would also fail to meet the requirements of Regulations 61 and 62 of the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, as amended.  

 

7. The village is classed as semi-rural and, as already stated, is in close proximity to the SPA/SSSI. Paragraph 119 of 

the NPPF states that the presumption in favour of sustainable development (para 14) does not apply where 

development requiring appropriate assessment under the Birds and Habitats Directives is being considered planned 

or determined.  

 

8. The Parish Council considers the proposal for another new house in the garden of St Mary’s Garden is contrary to 

paragraphs 48 and 53 of the NPPF. Paragraph 53 of the NPPF states Local planning authorities should consider the 

case for setting out policies to resist inappropriate development of residential gardens, for example where 

development would cause harm to the local area. This application is not on a brownfield site and is a case of garden 

grabbing.  

 

9. The DCLG Technical Consultation on Implementation of Planning Changes dated February 2016 para 4.4 refers to 

the provision of a small sites register to ensure that inappropriate development e.g. in back gardens, does not occur.  

 

10. The proposed dwelling due to its size, scale and bulk would result in over-development, which in turn would fail 

to preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the Conservation Area and would therefore have an 

adverse and overbearing impact on St. Mary’s Gardens contrary to policy G5(10) of the Local Plan 2003.  

 

11. There is a history of drainage and flooding issues in this area. There is currently only one road gulley which takes 

water from St Mary’s Church, St Mary’s Gardens and Perry Orchard. Any increase in surface water emanating from 

the proposed development would be totally unacceptable contrary to policy G1(7) of the Local Plan 2003.  

 

12. The proposed property is to be situated close to St Mary’s Church, Worplesdon. This is the only Grade 1 listed 

building within the parish. Worplesdon Parish Council is deeply concerned at the number of applications that are 

being made for new properties in this cul-de-sac. These dwellings will be a prominent feature visible immediately 

upon approaching and leaving the main entrance to this Grade 1 listed Church. Critically it will also block views of the 

church from Perry Hill itself, which is completely unacceptable in terms of the detrimental impact this will have on 

the Conservation Area and this extremely important heritage site.  

 

13. There is no ecological survey despite the known presence of bats and badgers.  

 

14. A recent press release regarding the emerging Local Plan states: Draft Local Plan will strengthen cultural, 

historical and physical wellbeing within Guildford borough. The application being made represents an opportunistic 

application ahead of the Local Plan. For the reasons stated above the Parish Council recommends refusal of this 

planning application.  

 

Mr Venables left the room at this point. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/01276 - Deepdene, Rickford, Worplesdon, Guildford, GU3 3PQ - Erection of a rear 

conservatory. 

 

RESOLVED:  Leave to planners. 

 

Mr Venables returned to the meeting. 
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351-2017 - Invoices for payment  

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr N Mitchell and unanimously RESOLVED that payments to the value of     

£8,542.80 be approved and signed off. 
Payment list for approval 22 June 2017 

 
Date of  Date paid Payment            

invoice:  type: Payee:  Details:   Net VAT GROSS Budget heading 

             

N/A 26.5.2017 Online WSVA  Grant towards new gazebos 500.00 0.00 500.00 Contingency Fund 

16.4.2017 2.5.2017 DD BT PLC  Phone calls/line/broadband 303.58 60.71 364.29 Est. chgs.  

13.6.2017 13.6.2017 DD Risc IT  External back-up   30.89 6.18 37.07 Est. chgs.  

5.6.2017 5.6.2017 D.card AVS Supplies  2 x 2.4m posts  54.20 10.84 65.04 Ward improv. 

N/A 19.6.2017 Online Mrs G F White Business ins - Home as office 116.14 0.00 116.14 Est. chgs.  

5.6.2017 19.6.2017 Online Knaphill Print Co Ltd 3,600 newsletters & Annual Reports 840.00 0.00 840.00 Newsletters  

N/A 19.6.2017 D.card Merrist Wood Golf Club Training event 22 July 2017 292.45 0.00 292.45 Training  

N/A 22.6.2017 Online  Salary/exps      Staff costs  

N/A 22.6.2017 Online Staff costs Ee's & Er's Pension Conts  4588.33 0.00 4588.33 Staff costs  

N/A 22.6.2017 Online   PAYE/NIC      Staff costs  

20.6.2017 22.6.2017 Online Blue Sky  Groundsman & materials  1739.48 0.00 1739.48 Ward imp & Groundsman 

 Total       £8,465.07 £77.73 £8,542.80   

 

352-2017 - Finance        

 

a) Bank reconciliation May 2017 

 

The RFO had prepared the bank reconciliation for May 2017 in accordance with the Accounts and Audit 

Regulations, a copy of which was issued to all members.   

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr N Mitchell and unanimously RESOLVED that the Chairman sign 

the bank reconciliation and bank statements. 

 

Appendix 2 - May 2017 bank reconciliation. 

 

b)   Monthly budget report May 2017  

 

The RFO had prepared the monthly budget report for May 2017 in accordance with the Accounts and Audit 

Regulations, copies of which were issued to all members.   

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr N Bryan and unanimously RESOLVED that the Chairman sign the 

monthly budget reports. 

 

Appendix 3 - May 2017 budget report. 

 

c)     Quarterly financial check  

 

Mr Adam had undertaken a quarterly financial check on 20 June 2017 and advised there were no matters of 

concern. 

 

d)     Concurrent Functions Grant Aid (CFGA) 2018/2019  

 

The Clerk enquired whether it would be appropriate to seek CFGA towards a replacement war memorial   

located near the 14
th

 hole, Merrist Wood Golf Course, which is now 20 years old and is no longer legible. 
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Members considered the suggestion, but felt that due to time the current workload, and time    

       constraints, this project should be delayed until next year. 

 

e) Possible installation of additional posts around the grass verge beside the shops, Fairlands 

 

Further quotations have been sought, but not received.  Following discussion it was proposed Mr G Adam, 

seconded Mr C Venables that the Parish Council approve the quotation from T J Hunt (Contracting) Ltd - 

Total cost £550 & VAT. 

 

A vote took place:  11 For - Mrs E Nagle, Mr N Bryan and Mrs J Messinger abstained.  RESOLVED:  Motion 

carried.  

 

Power to spend:  HA 1980, s196 

 

SCC is required to grant its consent, as Highway Authority, for the installation of new posts at this location.  

 

f) Grant aid request received from the Cadence Marching Band 

 

A request had been received from the Cadence Marching Band for a grant towards a new vehicle. 

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr C Venables and unanimously RESOLVED that the request be 

refused. 

 

g) Blackwell Farm - Surface water remodelling survey in respect of the proposed change of use 

 

It was proposed Miss H Unwin-Golding, seconded Mr N Bryan that the cost of purchasing the LIDAR to   

enable the survey work to be carried out be approved.   Total cost £182.33 & VAT. 

 

Power to spend:  LGA 1972 s111. 

 

h) Temporary Security Measure - Pitch Place Green 

 

The Travellers left suddenly late on Sunday 11 June 2017.  The post onto which the gate was fastened was, 

unfortunately, damaged by one of the caravans. 

 

Using delegated powers the Clerk had arranged for 3 x one tonne concrete blocks to be temporarily placed   

across the entrance to the Green to prevent further incursions. 

 

It was proposed Mr C Venables, second Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that the cost of the 

temporary concrete blocks being £100 & VAT be ratified.  

 

Power to spend: OSA 1906, ss 9 and 10 

 

i)  New gate - Pitch Place Green 

 

 Following discussion it was proposed Miss H Unwin-Golding, seconded Mrs J Messinger and unanimously   

 RESOLVED that the existing wooden gate be replaced with a high security metal gate plus two more steel  

 posts to further enhance security at this site.   

 

 Power to spend: OSA 1906, ss 9 and 10 

 

j)  Replacement wooden posts/war memorial 
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 It was proposed that the cost of two x 2.4m wooden posts, to be cut down in size and placed around the  

 Jacobs Well war memorial, be approved.  Total cost £54.20 & VAT. 

 

 Power to spend: OSA 1906, ss 9 and 10 

 

k)  Chairs Networking Day - Thursday 28
th

 September 2017 

 

 It was proposed Mr N Bryan, seconded Miss Unwin-Golding and unanimously RESOLVED that the Dr Cragg   

 be authorised to attend the Chairs Networking Day at the Crowne Plaza Hotel & Spa, London Road, East  

 Grinstead - Total cost £65 & VAT. 

 

 Power to spend: LGA 1972 s111 

 

353-2017 -  Clerk’s Report 

 

a)   An IT working party meeting is to be held 10 July 2017. 

 

354-2017 -  Chairman’s Report 

 

Dr Cragg gave the following report. 

 

Since my report to our last Full Council meeting (25
th

 May 2017) I have: 

 

1) Attended a traveller incursion on Pitch Place Green for face-to-face negotiations, on numerous occasions, 

with the Clerk and Councillor Nigel Mitchell, between 1
st

 June and 11
th

 June, when they vacated the site. 

2) On 5
th

 June attended Wood Street Village Association meeting. 

3) Started clearance on 7
th

 June of overgrown brambles/willows on the road side edge of Jacobs Well pond, 

assisted by John Steer. The object being to make the pond visible from the road side. Cut materials are 

gathering awaiting a suitably calm day for burning. Task is on-going. Local resident group contacted and 

will be helping. 

4) On 12
th

 June attended SALC strategy meeting to discuss nature of training courses being offered by the 

organisation. Travel at no cost to Parish Council. 

5) On 15
th

 June, with John Steer, cut overgrown path edge on western side of Worplesdon Road from Tangley 

Lane to the old “School House” cottages. Last year this task by professional contractors cost the Council 

£165.  Also on this date chaired meeting with resident volunteers offering to restore the telephone kiosks 

by Liddington Hall New Road and Frog Grove Lane. 

 

355-2017 - Date of next meeting – Thursday 27 July 2017 

 

Meeting closed 9.45pm 

 

Date: 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: …………………………………………… 

Chairman of the Council 

 


