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Worplesdon Parish Council 

Minutes of the full council meeting held 27 April 2017 in the Small Hall, 

Worplesdon Memorial Hall, Perry Hill, Worplesdon at 7.30pm 

 

205-2017 – Present:   

 

Councillors - Chairman Dr P Cragg, Mr G Adam, Mr D Bird, Mr N Bryan (arrived 7.38pm), Mr R Clark, Mrs J Messinger, 

Mr N Mitchell, Mrs S Morgan MBE, Mr D Slaymaker, Mr D Snipp, Mrs P Snipp, Miss H Unwin-Golding, Mr C Venables, 

Mrs J Wray and Mrs L Wright. 

 

Also present were: 

Cllr D Elms, Cllr B McShee, Cllr K Witham, Mrs J Ashton and the Clerk to the Parish Council. 

206-2017- To accept apologies and reason for Absence in accordance with the LGA 1972, Sch12, para 40. 

Apologies and reason for absence had been received from Mrs E Nagle.   Apologies and reason for absence accepted. 

207-2017- Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) by Councillors in accordance with The Relevant 

Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012. (SI 2012 No. 1464) 

Mr R Clark declared a DPI in relation to the planning applications for Sunnyside, Aldershot Road.  The company is a 

client of his.  Mr Clark left the room whilst these applications were discussed. 

 

208-2017- To receive and consider written requests for new DPI dispensations 

No requests were received. 

209-2017- Declaration of non-pecuniary interests in accordance with the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct 

Mr Bryan declared a non-pecuniary interest in the K6 kiosk in Frog Grove Lane, Wood Street Village as he is currently 

Chairman of the WSVA and is on the Committee dealing with the restoration project. 

  

210-2017- Amendments to the Register of Interests  

No amendments were declared. 

211-2017- Declaration of Gifts or hospitality over £25 

No declarations were made. 

212-2017- Minutes of the previous meetings 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting (APM) held 17 March 2017 were presented to the Council for information 

only.  These minutes are to be formally approved at the next APM. 

 

It was proposed Mrs S Morgan, seconded Mr D Slaymaker and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the full 

council meeting held 23 March 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
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It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mrs S Morgan and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning 

Committee meeting held 13 April 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

It was proposed Mr N Mitchell, seconded Mrs S Morgan and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the General 

Purposes and Finance Committee meeting held 13 April 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true 

record. 

 

213-2017 - Borough Councillor’s report  

 

Cllr McShee gave the following report: 

 

• At the Borough, Economy and Infrastructure Executive Advisory Board (EAB), it was agreed that the Local 

Plan should proceed to public consultation for a 6 week period, 9
th

 June to 24
th

 July to avoid the school 

holidays. 

• In Worplesdon there are two main developments: Blackwell Farm and land North of Keens Lane.  I asked if 

the SANG at Russell Place Farm could be removed from the plan as two planning applications have been 

refused by the Planning Committee.  The Leader of the Council noted my comment. 

• At last week’s Planning Committee meeting, the application for Kings Yard, Jacobs Well, was refused and the 

application for St. Mary’s garden, despite being recommended for approval, was also refused. 

• The University of Surrey is holding a Local Residents’ survey and I have given the Clerk details.  The survey 

runs from 15
th

 May to 11
th

 June. 

• Surrey County Council is consulting on three planning applications at Sunnyside, Aldershot Road.  The closing 

date for representations is the 22
nd

 May. 

• The planning application for a mobile coffee trader in Salt Box Road car park has been recommended for 

approval for a two year period.  The applicant is Surrey Wildlife Trust. 

• The buildings at Burpham Court Farm will be sold for residential use.  The remaining farmland could be 

turned into a wetland nature reserve. 

• The new Mayor will be Cllr Nigel Manning and the deputy Mayor will be Cllr Mike Parsons. 

 

A short Q&A session then took place. 

 

Topics raised included: 

 

• Increased litter on Whitmoor Common as a result of the coffee trader.  Will enforcement be carried out? 

• The status of the Grade II listed buildings at Burpham Court Farm. 

 

Dr Cragg thanked Cllr McShee for his report.   

 

214-2017 - County Councillor’s report  

 

Cllr Witham gave the following report: 

 

• Owing to the forthcoming elections there have been no meetings to attend (Purdah). 

• I have been discussing, with officers at GBC and SCC, the issue of fly-tipping opposite the entrance to 

Cobbetts Hill, Cobbetts Hill Road.  I have asked that the cause of the problem is dealt with and that, if 

necessary, prosecution is used to resolve the issue. 

• Grass cutting budgets - Whilst the SCC grant to GBC was reduced the level of service increased due to the 

service once again being provided in-house by GBC. 

• Salt Box Road is only cut twice per year, and I would once again ask the Parish Council to consider carrying 

out an additional cut to assist pedestrians using this route. 

• I am pleased to note the outcome of the Local Plan particularly as none of the proposals for Fairlands and 

Normandy have been included. 
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• It is disappointing that the proposal for land north of Keens Lane remains in the Plan. 

• I have asked SCC officers to respond swiftly to the request for permission to use modelling software to 

enable JBA Consulting to carry out a report into surface water flooding at Blackwell Farm. 

• Cllr Elms advised that the proposed burial ground at Salt Box Road is still in the Draft Local Plan. 

 

Dr Cragg thanked Cllr Witham for his report. 

 

215-2017 - Flooding - Broad Street 

 

Cllr McShee advised that localised flooding has occurred in Broad Street near 135 Broad Street due to a blocked 

ditch and culvert.  The ditch on Broad Street Common, on the northern side of the road, needs to be de-silted to 

enable Surrey County Council to de-silt the culvert beneath the road, for which they are responsible.  The cost to     

de-silt the ditch would be £200 & VAT.  Surrey Wildlife Trust, which is responsible for managing the commons on 

behalf of SCC, has stated that it does not have the financial resources to carry out this work. 

 

The Clerk advised that the Flood Forum was established to enable all parties to work together for the benefit of the 

community and that moving forward the County Council will no longer be able to finance discretionary services - 

some of which will relate to Highway functions.  Town and Parish Councils will therefore be expected to provide 

additional services for the benefit of their residents and is, in part, why the parish precept was increased. 

 

Following discussion it was proposed Mr C Venables, seconded Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that, on a 

one-off basis, the Parish Council would pay for the ditch to be desilted - total cost £200 & VAT.  Any requests for 

further ditch work in the Parish are to be considered on a case by case basis. 

 

Cllr Witham advised that he has asked Cllr Furey to look at the various schemes which provide funding to local 

councils, as expenditure at this level of local government is used very efficiently and effectively.  Cllr Witham praised 

Worplesdon Parish Council for its pro-active approach to local issues. 

 

Cllr McShee left the meeting at 8.08pm. 

 

216-2017 - Invoices for payment  

 

It was proposed Mr N Bryan, seconded Mr N Mitchell and unanimously RESOLVED that payments to the value of     

£11,094.52 be approved and signed off. 

Payment list for approval 27.4.2017 

  Date of  Date paid Payment  

         invoice: 
 

type: Payee: 

 

Details: 

  

           Net     VAT         GROSS Budget heading 

    
 

 
       

    
 

 
       

N/A 25.4.2017 Online 

 

Salary/exps 

   

  Staff costs 

 
N/A 25.4.2017 Online Staff costs Salary/exps 

  

4768.74 0.00 4768.74 Staff costs 

 
N/A 25.4.2017 Online  Pension conts Ee's & Er's 

 

   Staff costs 

 
N/A 25.4.2017 Online  PAYE/NIC 

  

   Staff costs 

 
18.4.2017 25.4.2017 Online Gunner Agriculture Spraying Jacobs Well pond 960.00 192.00 1152.00 Pond maintenance 

18.4.0217 25.4.2017 Online Gunner Agriculture Repair and paint maypole WSV 280.00 56.00 336.00 Ward impr. 

 
18.4.2017 25.4.2017 Online Gunner Agriculture Part payment - Impr. WSV pond 1800.00 360.00 2160.00 Pond maintenance 

20.4.2017 25.4.2017 Online Gunner Agriculture Clear bramble - dig out ditch WSV 800.00 160.00 960.00 Ditch m'nance 

25.4.2017 25.4.2017 Online Blue Sky 

 

Groundsman 

 

1690.00 0.00 1690.00 Groundsman 

25.4.2017 25.4.2017 Online Gavin Jones Ltd Grass cutting (leave credit note) 23.15 4.63 27.78 Grass cutting 

   
 

 
 

       

 

Total 

      

10321.89 772.63 11094.52 
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217-2017 - Planning Applications for consideration 

 

Mr R Clark left the meeting at this point. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00712 - Land at Sunnyside, Aldershot Road, Worplesdon, Guildford, GU3 3HF - 

Consultation from Surrey County Council for use of land for storage and treatment of trommel fines, and for storage 

of recyclable materials in connection with planning permission 09/P/01044 dated 24th November 2009 without 

compliance with Conditions 1, 11, and 15 of planning permission 12/P/02098 dated 12th July 2013 to take account 

of proposed replacement plant. 

 

RESOLVED: Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00713 - Land at Sunnyside, Aldershot Road, Worplesdon, Guildford, GU3 3HF - 

Consultation from Surrey County Council for details of replacement plant submitted pursuant to Condition 3 of 

planning permission 12/P/02098 dated 12th July 2013. 

 

RESOLVED: Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00880 - Sunnyside, Aldershot Road, Worplesdon, Guildford, GU3 3HF -  

Consultation from Surrey County Council for the erection of two acoustic grade fences. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council respond as follows: 

 

Worplesdon Parish Council is aware that dust and noise from the trommel unit cause considerable nuisance to the 

residents living in the adjacent caravan park. 

 

The Parish Council would question whether in reality a 3m (or ten foot) fence will offer sufficient protection to local 

residents in terms of the ongoing noise and dust problems.  The dust in particular is perceived by local residents to 

be a health hazard.    

 

It is the Parish Council’s opinion that more needs to be done to address the noise and dust emanating from this site. 

 

Mr Clark returned to the meeting  

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00700 - Bullens Hill Farm, Stringers Common, Jacobs Well, Guildford, GU4 7PR - 

Proposed two storey extension to east elevation following demolition of existing porch, conservatory and single 

storey extension. 

 

RESOLVED: Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00792 - 14-16 Slyfield Industrial Estate, Moorfield Road, Guildford, GU1 1RU - 

Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning permission 16/P/02135, approved 20/12/2016, to allow 

changes to the approved scheme, including new cladding, changes to fenestration throughout, reduction in height 

and footprint enlargement of the stairs extension, increase in height of the valet building and change of location of 

the bins store. 

 

RESOLVED: Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00829 - 31 Tangley Lane, Guildford, GU3 3JU - Conversion of existing garage to 

habitable accommodation, addition of rooflights to existing single storey rear extension, installation of glazed doors 

to existing ground floor rear elevation, alterations to rear garden patio. 
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RESOLVED: Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00844 - 14 Oak Tree Close, Jacobs Well, Guildford, GU4 7PU - Proposed single storey 

rear extension with pitched roof and roof lights, following demolition for existing conservatory. 

 

RESOLVED: Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00869 - 22-24 Slyfield Industrial Estate, Westfield Road, Guildford, GU1 1RR - 

Consultation from Surrey County Council for the siting and use of a Trommel Fines processing plant. 

 

RESOLVED: Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00853 - 13 Gumbrells Close, Fairlands, Guildford, GU3 3NG - Proposed single storey 

side and rear extension, following removal of sheltered area. 

 

Defer until Planning Committee meeting. 

 

218-2017 - Housing White Paper  

 

A copy of the Parish Council’s proposed response to the Housing White Paper had been circulated to all members in 

advance of the meeting. 

 

Following a short discussion it was proposed Dr P Cragg, seconded Mr N Bryan and unanimously RESOLVED that the 

draft response be approved and submitted to the DCLG. 

 

Mrs J Ashton left the meeting at 8.24pm 

 

Appendix 1 - WPC response to the Housing White Paper. 

 

219-2017 - Use of Harry’s Meadow 

 

A further working party meeting had been held on 6 April 2017 at which the following recommendations had been 

proposed: 

 

• Bee friendly planting - Steve Knight had approached the owner of the Sutton Green Garden Centre re 

sponsorship for a wildflower area (to be low maintenance e.g. bulbs) 

 

RESOLVED:  That the proposal for a wildflower area to be sponsored by the Sutton Green Garden Centre be 

pursued by the Parish Council.  Mr Clark suggested that wildflower grasses could also be considered. 

 

• Outdoor health equipment - The working party recommended proceeding with this project.  The suggestion 

of a wooden trim trail has been discounted.   

 

RESOLVED:  That in June/July four quotations be obtained for an outdoor exercise equipment area.  Once 

obtained a community engagement event to be held, following which grant funding would be sought as 

appropriate. 

 

• WW1 Beacon Event - November 2018 

 

Live Sound Hire Ltd had not responded to any communications.   

 

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk seek an alternative quotation.  The Chairman stated that it would be possible to 

hire builders scaffolding to create a tower, if necessary. 
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• WW1 commemorative bench or benches and litter bin  

 

Alexander Dennis had expressed an interest in funding a WW1 bench and had also offered the provision of 

their vintage vehicles for a procession leading up to the Remembrance Day event which in 2018 is to be held 

in Harry’s Meadow. 

 

The Royal Mail had not responded. 

 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk follow this up with Alexander Dennis mid December 2017.  That a quotation be 

sought for a suitable plaque from local blacksmiths. 

 

• Barbed wire fence  

 

The Title Deeds to the land had indicated that the Parish Council is not responsible for any of the fences.  The 

JWRA did not know who had erected the barbed wire fencing, which is considered to be a safety hazard. 

 

RESOLVED:  That Mr Trevena be instructed to remove the barbed wire fencing ASAP. 

 

220-2017 - Xmas lights - Perry Hill Green 

 

Mr Snipp advised that he had carried out some research.  Questions to consider are:   

 

• How many LED lights would be required?   

• Where should they point?  E.g. onto the oak tree in the middle of Perry Hill Village Green albeit there is little 

for the LEDs to reflect from, or perhaps onto the Worplesdon Memorial Hall? 

• How will they be powered? 

 

It would be possible to secure the lights to the tree to prevent theft. 

 

Mr Snipp advised that he is attending America’s largest audio/visual trade show in June and will look at suitable 

products whilst he is there. 

 

It was agreed that this matter be reconsidered when Mr Snipp has more information. 

 

221-2017 - SARP meeting April 2017 

Mr Adam provided the following report: 

• Members of the committee complained about the lack of dialogue over the past two years, however, the 

various organisations needed to check the viability of the project before proceeding.  It was therefore the 

correct time to reinstate discussions about the number and design of the proposed homes with the wider 

community. 

• Thames Water is progressing to improve the sewage works in Slyfield.  Progress is inevitably slow for such a 

large project.  Nonetheless it is now time for round table discussions. 

 

Dr Cragg thanked Mr Adam for attending the meeting on behalf of the Parish Council and for his report. 

 

222-2017 - Traveller funeral 18 April 2017 - Worplesdon St Mary’s Church, Severe traffic congestion A322 

 

Mrs Messinger advised that on 18 April 2017 a very large funeral had taken place at St Mary’s Church as a result of 

which the A322 came to a virtual standstill for 3 hours.  Three public houses had closed.  The police presence was 
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minimal and ineffective.  In addition mourners had parked inconsiderately blocking residents’ driveways, parking on 

the grass verges and on Perry Hill Green. 

 

Mrs Messinger stated that the Church has a duty to the local businesses and local residents to ensure that events at 

St Mary’s do not cause a nuisance.  A number of parents could not collect their children at school pick up time due to 

the severe traffic problems. 

 

Mr Bryan advised that the funeral had been for a local man.  The wake was held in the White Hart, Wood Street 

Village.  There had been no issues in Wood Street Village despite the high number of mourners who had attended 

the event.  In terms of Wood Street Village the event had been well organised and there were no issues. 

 

It was recognised that Traveller funerals are extremely well attended and this situation is not unique to the funeral 

that took place on 18 April 2017. 

 

Following discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council take the following action: 

 

• Issue a polite letter to Rev Russell asking the Church to notify the local community when any large event is 

due to take place at St Mary’s given the limited parking available and to consider arranging additional 

parking facilities in discussion with local businesses. 

• Write to the Crime Commissioner asking that appropriate safeguards be put in place during Traveller 

funerals to ensure that disruption is not caused to the local highway network, particularly the busy A roads 

such as the A322.  This is an issue that affects the whole of the County. 

 

223-2017 - Appointment of a representative to the JWRA 

Mr R Clark nominated Dr P Cragg, who accepted the nomination. 

 

The Clerk stated that Mr Snipp had indicated his willingness, as the newly appointed councillor for Jacobs Well, to 

take on this role; consequently Dr Cragg rescinded the nomination, which had not received a seconder. 

 

Mr R Clark then nominated Mr D Snipp, seconded Mr G Adam.  It was unanimously RESOLVED that Mr Snipp be 

appointed as the Parish Council’s representative to the JWRA. 

 

224-2017 - Grass cutting arrangements 

 

An email had been received from Paul Stacey, Guildford Borough Council advising that Surrey County Council is to 

reduce its grant funding to the Borough Council in 2018/19 by 36%.  The equivalent reduction will reduce the grant 

awarded towards the parish grass cutting to £5,632.  

 

The Clerk advised that financially the Parish Council would be able to continue cutting the grass on 15 occasions even 

if the grant is reduced to this level. 

 

A meeting is to be held with Paul Stacey on 2 May 2017.  The 11 borough councils will be discussing this matter with 

Surrey County Council in due course. 

 

If the borough councils decide not to continue the grass cutting function on behalf of the County Council the number 

of cuts provided by the County would be drastically reduced. 

 

Further details are to be provided by Guildford Borough Council later this year. 

 

Mrs Wright asked whether additional cuts could be carried out along Salt Box Road this year for the benefit of 

pedestrians and equestrians. 
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It had been agreed that the Parish Council would not consider adding this road to its grass cutting contract.  

However, the Clerk would enquire how much the Borough Council would charge for an additional cut. 

 

The possibility of the Parish Council funding an additional cut along Salt Box Road is to be reconsidered once the cost 

is known. 

 

225-2017 - Phone kiosk meeting held - 25 April 2017  

 

The Clerk advised that a working party meeting had been held with representatives of the Wood Street Village 

Association (WSVA) and the Liddington Hall Kiosk Committee on 25.4.2017. 

 

The draft agreements, as amended by Roger Taylor, had been presented to both organisations for their 

consideration. 

 

The Chairman had explained that the draft Agreements had to be approved at tonight’s meeting before they could 

be signed.  In order to let all parties consider the documents in detail before signing it had been agreed that a further 

meeting be held on Monday 12
th

 June at 8pm in the Memorial Hall. 

 

At the working party meeting the Clerk had read out the information about the potential need for a change of use 

for the kiosks, subject to the proposed use, provided by Eleanor Blows at Guildford Borough Council. 

 

Both organisations were advised that a grant of £200 is available to restore each of the kiosks.  This cost is likely to 

be exceeded.  Mr Pidgeon had advised that the anticipated restoration costs for the Wood Street Village kiosk is 

£256 albeit there may be economies of scale by sharing e.g. the beading needed to secure the new panes of 

glass/paint. 

 

The Clerk had suggested having some form of fund raising at the WS Summer Show in order to highlight the project. 

 

Mr Bryan raised concern about the long term maintenance costs.   

 

The issue of Public Liability Insurance raised concern particularly for the Liddington Hall Kiosk Committee which has 

no current mechanism in place to provide public liability insurance.  In light of this the Clerk had sought advice from 

Came and Company.  The advice received was read to the meeting. 

 

Both organisations were happy with the proposed inspection regime.   

 

It was felt that using the phone kiosks to promote the heritage of the parish was an option worth considering. 

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr N Mitchell and unanimously RESOLVED that the draft agreements, as 

amended by Roger Taylor, be approved. 

 

The chairman declared a short comfort break at 8.58pm Meeting reconvened 9.11pm at which point Cllr Elms and 

Cllr Witham left the meeting.   

 

226-2017 - Provision of Chairmanship training 

 

The Clerk advised that the cost of providing a Saturday session will be £500 & VAT - The maximum number of 

delegates is 30.  The cost per delegate to be shared by the number of attendees.   

 

9 members expressed an interest in attending such an event.  It was agreed that all 23 parishes in the borough be 

invited to send delegates to the training.  The more delegates that attend the greater the discount will be per 

delegate. 
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It was suggested that the training be carried out on Saturday 10 June 2017, subject to the availability of the trainer.  

The Clerk to progress this matter on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 

227-2017 - Little Crickets - Licence to Underlet  

 

Mr C Venables advised that a sub-lease drawn up by the WSVCC (Wood Street Village Cricket Club) had not included 

a break clause as a result the Pre-School were not prepared to sign the document. 

 

Following discussion a one year break clause applicable to both parties has been included.  The Pre-School are now 

prepared to sign the document and it was hoped that the paperwork would be concluded in the near future. 

 

228-2017 - Mayor’s Award for Service to the Community 

 

The Clerk reported that Mr T Cater, Dr P Cragg, Mr J Steer and Mrs M Welch were all awarded for their services to 

the community this year.  The certificates were presented by the Mayor at an event held 22 April 2017 in the County 

Club. 

 

Dr Cragg expressed both his and Mr Steer’s appreciation to the Council for their nomination. 

 

229-2017 - Finance    

 

a) Bank reconciliation March 2017 

 

The RFO had prepared the bank reconciliations for March 2017 in accordance with the Accounts and Audit 

Regulations, a copy of which was issued to all members.   

 

It was proposed Mrs S Morgan, Mr G Adam seconded and unanimously RESOLVED that the Chairman sign 

the bank reconciliations and bank statements. 

 

Appendix 2 - March 2017 bank reconciliation. 

 

b) Monthly budget report March 2017 

 

The RFO had prepared the monthly budget reports for March 2017 in accordance with the Accounts and 

Audit Regulations, copies of which were issued to all members.   

 

It was proposed Mr N Bryan, seconded Mr C Venables and unanimously RESOLVED that the Chairman sign 

the monthly budget reports. 

 

Appendix 3 - March budget report. 

 

c) Asset Register 31 March 2017  

 

The Asset Register was presented to the Council.  It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr D Bird and 

unanimously RESOLVED that the Asset Register be approved.  Total value of assets £626,537.50. 

 

Appendix 4 - Asset Register March 2017. 

 

d) Pension Return 2016/17  

 

The Pension return had been submitted to Surrey County Council on 20 April 2017. 

 

e) 2016/17 - P60’s 
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The P60’s were issued by Mulberry & Co 25 April 2017. 

 

f) VAT refund - 1.10.2016 - 31.3.2017  

 

A s126 claim for £5,684.45 had been submitted to HM Revenue & Customs on 19 April 2017. 

 

g) Year End accounts 31.3.2017  

 

The Clerk issued a hard copy of the 2016/17 accounts to all members for their consideration.  The accounts 

need to be approved at the May Annual Meeting. 

 

h) SALC training event - 6
th

 July 2017 - Haslemere  

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mrs S Morgan and unanimously RESOLVED that permission for three 

delegates be granted:  Dr Cragg, Mr Venables and Mrs White.  Total cost £240 & VAT. 

 

Power to spend:  LGA 1972 s111 

 

230-2017 - Clerk’s Report 

 

The Clerk provided the following report. 

 

a) Replacement posts to be installed along the edge of Pitch Place Green Monday 11
th

 April 2017. 

 

b) Various environmental improvements - Wood Street Village Green - Commenced first week in April.  The 

land drainage to be completed by 30 April 2017. 

 

c) Terrapins released illegally into Moat House Pond, Jacobs Well Recreation Ground - These are to be 

removed from the pond as per the advice of the Environment Agency due to the detrimental impact these 

creatures will have on the existing wildlife. 

 

d) Nevins Copse - Working parties required to deal with waste material following further clearance work.  

Volunteers welcomed. 

 

e) County Council Elections - To take place 4
th

 May 2017. 

 

f) The Parish Council now has a new domain name - http://worplesdon-pc.gov.uk 

 

g) Surrey Wildlife Trust - The new Countryside Team has been announced. 

 

h) Criminal activity - Residents and councillors are reminded that all criminal activity should be reported to 

Surrey Police immediately on 101 unless it is an emergency situation in which case 999 should be used. 

 

i) Provision of broadband to the Worplesdon Memorial Hall - Order placed with BT.  Installation date set by 

BT for 9th May 2017 PM.  The router has already been received. 

 

j) Fire on Whitmoor Common Saturday 15 April 2017 - Residents are asked to be vigilant and to report all fires 

to Surrey Fire and Rescue immediately.  

 

k) Lorry strikes Salt Box Road - Email to be sent to Network Rail informing them of the damage to the bridge 

and asking them to take steps to prevent further damage. 
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l) Sale of Burpham Court Farm by Guildford Borough Council - An asset transfer was not feasible.  The Parish 

Council has insufficient funds to buy the farm buildings.  GBC intends to submit a change of use for the 

buildings to enable residential use.  The buildings then to be sold on the open market at circa £1,5m. 

231-2017 - Chairman’s Report  

 

Since my report to our last Full Council meeting (23
rd

 March 2017) I have: 

1) With the Clerk toured the Parish to familiarise newly co-opted councillors with the extent of our 

responsibilities. 

 

2) With the Clerk visited the blacksmith at Wildfields Farm to discuss the refurbishment of Wood Street Green 

village sign. 

 

3) Attended on 5
th

 April in the company of the Clerk, the Vice Chairman and Councillor Nigel Mitchell, the 

Mayor’s Reception for Chairman and Clerks. 

 

4) Continued to clear fallen wood in Nevin`s Copse. Felled extremely dangerous, rotted plum tree which was 

only being held up by a single branch of an adjacent tree. 

 

5) On 22
nd

 April attended and was presented with the Mayor`s Awards for Service to the Community. I also 

accepted John Steer`s Award on his behalf (since given to him and received his grateful thanks). 

 

6) As one of a party of 8 councillors plus the Clerk and one member of the public walked around the proposed 

development site of Blackwell Farm on 23
rd

 April. 

 

7) On 24
th

 April presented a report on the Parish Council`s activities and works in Wood Street to the Wood 

Street Village Association. 

 

8) Value of My Chain Saw certification - Current cumulative total benefit to Council of my chain saw training = + 

£4,937.50 

 
232-2017 - Date of next meeting - Annual Meeting 25 May 2017 - 7.30pm 

 

Meeting closed 9.37pm 


