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Worplesdon Parish Council 

Minutes of the full council meeting held 27 July 2017 in the Small Hall, 

Worplesdon Memorial Hall, Perry Hill, Worplesdon at 7.30pm 

 

393-2017 – Present:   

 

Councillors: Chairman Dr P Cragg, Mr G Adam, Mr N Bryan (arrived 7.40pm), Mr R Clark (arrived 7.39pm),                

Mrs J Messinger, Mr N Mitchell, Mrs S Morgan MBE, Mrs E Nagle, Mr D Snipp, Mrs P Snipp, Miss H Unwin-Golding, 

Mr C Venables and Mrs J Wray. 

 

Staff:  The Clerk to the Council. 

 

Also present were: 

 

Cllr D Elms and Cllr K Witham (for part of the meeting). 

 

394-2017- To accept apologies and reason for Absence in accordance with the LGA 1972, Sch12, para 40 

 

Apologies and reason for absence had been received from Mr D Bird, Mr D Slaymaker and Mrs L Wright.   Apologies 

and reason for absence accepted.  

 

Mr Bryan had tendered his apologies for his late arrival. 

 

Apologies were also received from Cllr R McShee. 

 

395-2017- Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) by Councillors in accordance with The Relevant 

Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012. (SI 2012 No. 1464) 

 

No declarations were made. 

 

396-2017- To receive and consider written requests for new DPI dispensations 

 

No requests were received. 

 

397-2017- Declaration of non-pecuniary interests in accordance with the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct 

 

No declarations were made. 

  

398-2017- Amendments to the Register of Interests  

 

No amendments were declared. 

 

399-2017- Declaration of Gifts or hospitality over £25 

 

No declarations were made. 
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400-2017 - Borough Councillor’s report  

 

Cllr Elms reported the various enforcement cases which are currently being investigated by the Borough Council, 

details of which had previously been circulated by email to all members. 

 

Cllr Elms gifted a large picture of Abbots Hospital to the Parish Council.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Elms for the gift, 

which would be placed in the Council Chambers of the Worplesdon Memorial Hall. 

 

401-2017 - County Councillor’s report 

 

Cllr Witham gave the following report: 

 

1. Update re Traveller incursion at Broad Street Common - The Travellers left just before the legal notices 

were served.  The bill for site clean-up and security came in at £10,000. 

 

2.  For information, I have recently been appointed as a volunteer Trustee of Age UK Surrey.  The charity 

provides a range of services to help older people such as help with light housework, clothes washing, errands 

and gardening (but not personal care which is organised via SCC Adult Social Care). 

In addition Age UK Surrey also provide an information and advice service, foot care clinics, and counselling 

for people who have been bereaved, or have depression, or are lonely. Details via www.ageuksurrey.org.uk 

or 01483 503414. 

 

3.  Pedestrian Island - A323 near the entrance to Hunts Farm - I am aware from the Clerk that the Parish 

Council may consider the feasibility of taking on the pedestrian island project near Hunts Farm, Fairlands, 

following the withdrawal of funding for new local highways schemes this year.  If the Parish wish to consider 

that, I would be happy to see if all possible help and support will be given by SCC Highways and the Guildford 

Local Committee, short of actual money.   

 

4.  Highway verge cutting - As the Clerk has already reported, the same question will be posed regarding 

additional cutting of some rural grass verges.  None of this is obligatory, but the Parish may wish to consider 

such items to supplement what SCC is now able to do. 

 

5.  Highway Funding - I reported last time regarding the reduction in funding for discretionary new road 

safety schemes. It is worth noting that even after those budget cuts, across all local committees, SCC 

Highways will still be spending more than sixty million pounds on Highways and roads this year, and the 

intention is to give the Guildford Local Committee a breakdown of what is being spent in Guildford, so that 

you can see those details. 

 

6.  White lining - Recently, refreshed white lining works have been undertaken locally on all main routes and 

side roads which is in itself an important part of road safety.  The location requested by the FLGCA at 

Fairlands Avenue outside the Fairlands Community centre was also included. 

 

7.  Parking on yellow lines/Bespoke planters - Fairlands Ave - I am pleased to note that a joint project 

between WPC and SCC to install railway sleepers with SCC supplying earth, trees and labour, alongside 

Fairlands Avenue to deter illegal parking verge area is being proposed. I hope that GBC will also be able to 

increase its enforcement on the double yellow lines, particularly on Fridays and Saturdays. 

 

I did circulate a report to residents in Fairlands to try and help discourage parking on the double yellow lines, 

and failing to observe the no right turn restriction coming out of Fairlands, as the last time police were on 

site it was obvious that most offenders were residents of Fairlands. 

 

8. SCC Accounts 2016/2017 - I will continue to keep Parish members informed of developments at SCC.  

Today I attended a meeting which approved the Annual Report and Accounts for the last financial year, 
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which will shortly be published.  My practice has been to distribute copies of a mini version and will seek to 

continue to do that to keep residents informed. 

9.  The Devolution Agenda - There have been discussions in the recent past about "devolution" similar to the 

City Devolution schemes agreed, but I was told by the Chief Executive this morning that the Government 

apparently no longer has any interest in developing such additional schemes. The essence of which was to 

devolve Government department budgets to groups of local authorities, in our case maybe a grouping of 

Surrey with East Sussex and West Sussex.   Those discussions will now cease and the Government does not 

wish to pursue the suggestion. 

 

If any queries on any issues do ask me at any time. 

 

At the Chairman’s discretion the next item was moved forward on the agenda. 

 

402-2017 - Pedestrian Island - A323 near the entrance to Hunts Farm 

 

The Clerk gave the following report: 

 

For over 25 years, Worplesdon Parish Council has been lobbying the County Council to install a safer crossing point 

on the A323 near the entrance to Hunts Farm for the benefit of pupils who attend Worplesdon Primary School.  In 

2015/2016 Surrey County Council designed a scheme and funding was set aside by the Guildford Local Area 

Committee; however, the land either side of the road at this point is registered common land.  This caused a delay in 

the project being delivered.  In 2017/2018 the funding for this project was subsequently withdrawn by the County 

Council. 

 

In a bid to see whether or not there is local support and to enable the Parish Council to make an informed decision 

at tonight’s meeting, I contacted the Open Spaces Society, British Horse Society, CPRE, Save Newlands Corner, 

Worplesdon Primary School and the FLGCA to seek their views about the proposal. 

 

In principle, the FLGCA and Worplesdon Primary School supported the scheme. The OSS, CPRE, Save Newlands 

Corner and British Horse Society did not object to the pedestrian crossing although concerns were expressed about 

how the project can be delivered given the need to use common land.  The installation of a pedestrian island at this 

location would benefit not only young children attending Worplesdon Primary School; it would also benefit the 

wider community by encouraging children to walk to school.  This, in turn, will reduce traffic congestion and air 

pollution. 

 

Comment was raised by the British Horse Society’s representative about the need to create a new right of way over 

the common (track leading to Hunts Farm) to link the crossing with right of way number 449 to formalise the 

crossing/new route, even though people have walked along this track for decades. 

 

I did not approach Surrey Wildlife Trust for its opinion.   

 

My understanding is that potentially the scheme might be deliverable via s38 of the Commons Act 2006, subject to 

an Environmental Impact Assessment being carried out.  Whilst the scheme doesn’t benefit the common itself, s193 

of the Law of Property Act 1925 has been applied to the commons, which gives residents the right to air and exercise 

- so it may be possible to argue that the pedestrian crossing is enabling residents to cross the busy road to use the 

common for air and exercise.  If a s16 Exchange of Common land needs to be carried out (e.g. if the scheme doesn’t 

meet the s38 criteria) and the project involves the release of less than 200sqm of common land, it may not be 

necessary to provide the exchange land – the land common land would simply be deregistered.  All of this would, of 

course, be subject to the Planning Inspectorate granting its permission.   The Parish Council does, however, own land 

at Nevins Copse which could potentially be offered as exchange land.  

 

 



Approved by the full council - 14 September 2017 

 

166 

 

 

An alternative suggestion was made by the OSS who advised that it may be possible to deliver the scheme by virtue 

of a Compulsory Purchase process - Mr Adam advised that this is not the case.   

 

The Parish Council does have earmarked reserves available which could, by resolution, be used to fund this project 

which is anticipated to be in the region of £40,000 to £50,000. 

 

Members discussed the pros and cons of delivering this project, following which Mr R Clark proposed the following 

motion, seconded by Mr N Bryan: 

 

“That the Parish Council does not take on this project, as it is not the role of a Parish Council to carry out Highway’s 

Projects.”  

 

Mr Clark requested a recorded vote: 

In favour - Mr N Bryan, Mr R Clark, Mr D Snipp and Miss Helena Unwin-Golding. 

Against - Mr G Adam, Dr P Cragg, Mrs J Messinger, Mr N Mitchell, Mrs S Morgan, Mrs P Snipp and Mr C Venables. 

Abstentions:  Mrs E Nagle and Mrs J Wray. 

The motion was lost. 

At 8.10pm the Chairman waived Standing Orders to enable Cllr Elms to speak.  Meeting adjourned. 

Cllr Elms advised that the County Council has no money with which to fund this project.  Funding is being drastically 

cut by the County Council.  If this project is to be taken forward alternative funding will need to be found. 

Meeting reconvened. 

The discussion continued. 

At 8.17pm the Chairman waived Standing Orders to enable Cllr Witham to speak.   Meeting adjourned. 

Cllr Witham advised that it may be worth asking whether the County Council would be willing to carry out the 

project IF the Parish Council is willing to fund the project. 

Meeting reconvened. 

Following further discussion Mr G Adam proposed the following motion, seconded by Mrs J Wray 

“That the Parish Council request SCC Highways to formulate a final cost of the scheme”. 

Mr Clark requested a recorded vote: 

In favour - Mr R Clark, Mrs P Snipp, Mrs S Morgan, Mrs E Nagle, Miss H Unwin-Golding, Mrs J Messinger, Mrs J Wray, 

and Dr P Cragg. 

Against:  Mr G Adam, Mr D Snipp, Mr N Bryan and Mr C Venables. 

Abstentions:  Mr N Mitchell. 

Motion carried. 
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403-2017 - Minutes of the previous meetings 

It was proposed Mrs S Morgan, seconded Mr C Venables and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the full 

council meeting held 22 June 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

It was proposed Mr N Mitchell, seconded Mr N Bryan and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning 

Committee meeting held 13 July 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

It was proposed Mr N Bryan, seconded Mr N Mitchell and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the General 

Purposes and Finance Committee meeting held 13 July 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true 

record. 

 

It was proposed Mrs J Messinger, seconded Mrs S Morgan and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the 

Staffing Committee meeting held 24 July 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

Cllr Elms left the meeting at 8.25pm 

 

404-2017 - IT working party meeting held 10 July 2017 

 

The recommendations of the IT working party were tabled and discussed.  Due to the length of discussion the 

Chairman called an Extra-ordinary meeting in September at which a number of items would be further considered. 

 

 Provision of hardware 

• Clerk’s computer - Currently satisfactory - No need for change this year. 

• 2 x laptops - Currently satisfactory - No need for change this year. 

• Printers & projector, screen etc.  Recommendation:  Printers - review the cost of consumables (price 

per sheet).  Epson may be cheaper.   Projector and screen are perfect for public meetings.  Consider 

purchasing a flat screen 50in TV to be wall mounted (connected to laptop via HDMI) & cost of TV 

licence for small hall. Anticipated budget £700 & VAT. To enable councillors to view online 

documents/the internet during council meetings without the need to carry heavy equipment up and 

downstairs.  Proposal not tabled.  To be considered at the Extra-ordinary meeting. 

• Land line/broadband - Currently satisfactory - No need for change this year. 

• Mobile phone (Motorola) - Recommendation - That a new 32GB micro SD be purchased - 

Anticipated cost approximately £10.  Agreed. 

 

    Provision of software 

• Currently - Microsoft Office Suite 2010 including Outlook Express 2010, Scribe 2000 (accounts 

package), Parish Online.  Recommendation:  That the Parish Council obtain Office 365 for 

Government (Office 2016) at the earliest opportunity.  David and Rob to investigate the cost, 

anticipated to be £1,000 per annum.  Scribe 2000 - no change.  Parish Online - No change.  It was 

proposed Dr P Cragg, seconded Mr R Clark that the Parish Council approve expenditure up to 

£1,000 to enable Office 365 for Government to be purchased and set up.  A vote took place 10 For -             

Mr G Adam, Mrs J Messinger and Miss H Unwin-Golding abstained.  Motion carried. 
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Provision of back-up/IT assistance  

• Currently 24/7 support via BT broadband including email assistance and RISC IT (External back-up) 

with full support.   Office 365 comes with Cloud back-up provision.  RISC IT costs are minimal - no 

change recommended. 

 

 Mobile phone Email access (not currently set up on mobile phone) - to consider: 

• Setting up the mobile phone to enable email use - Recommendation:  That RC sets this facility up 

for the Clerk - It is accepted that the Clerk is not expected to be on-call 24/7.  Agreed. 

 

The App - To consider progress and how the App will be launched.   

• Not discussed - This item is to be considered at the Extra-ordinary meeting. 

 

WPC website - SSL certificate  

• To consider whether or not to upgrade the Parish Council’s website using an alternative host, if this 

cannot be achieved.  Recommendation:  Rob to finish building a new website on behalf of the Parish 

Council.  Due to time constraints, Rob is not able to assist with the transfer of the content from the 

existing site to the new site. This would need to be done by someone else.  In the meantime David 

Snipp to liaise with Spanglefish re SSL certificate.  Potential additional cost £50 & VAT. New website 

not discussed.  Consider at the Extra-ordinary meeting.  Cost of a SSL Certificate being £50 - 

Agreed. 

 

Delivery of parish newsletters 

• To consider issuing the parish newsletter via Mailchimp.  Recommendation:  Trial the use of 

Mailchimp alongside the current hard copy format.  If over 1,000 residents subscribe to the 

newsletter electronically consider only issuing hard copies to those residents who request them.  Cost 

minimal - consider Data Protection implications.  The Parish Council does not hold “Sensitive” Data.  

Members enquired about potential implications regarding Data Protection.  All that would be held is 

an email address and people will be able to unsubscribe with Mailchimp.  A long discussion took 

place.  No decision taken.  Consider at the Extra-ordinary meeting. 

 

Wi-fi access Worplesdon Memorial Hall  

• To consider permitting users of the hall free access to the Wi-fi recently installed by WPC.  

Recommendation:  Approve the use, subject to the DNS Router being put on family shield to filter 

online access - particularly important in terms of the internet being used by the Pre-school and at 

family events.  Monitor use.  In the event of abuse, the password can easily be changed.  A long 

discussion took place.  Free Wi-fi is available at cafés, on buses etc. etc.  The Parish Council has 

taken reasonable steps to ensure inappropriate sites cannot be reached by implementing the 

family shield.  Resolved - monitor use. 

 

IT Training - specifically mobile phone (Gaynor)  

• Recommendation:  Gaynor to keep a list of questions.  Rob to assist as and when required.  A new 

bigger micro SD card should resolve the main storage issue. 
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Document Retention Policy 

• Specifically the retention and disposal of emails.  Not just by the Clerk but also by members who are 

also subject to FOI and Data Protection challenges.  The policy document needs to be far more 

specific.  How long should they be kept?  How to dispose of them? 

• Recommendation:  Set up generic email addresses e.g. clerk@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk and 

cllrx@worplesdon-pc.gov.uk - Recommendation:  That .gov.uk emails be created to separate out 

councillors private emails from the work of the Parish Council - To ensure the  

members comply with Data Protection and FOI requirements.  David Snipp to assist with set up. No 

decision taken regarding the Data Retention Policy - Consider at the Extra-ordinary meeting. 

 

New Data Protection Regs - Effective May 2018 - To consider what changes need to be made to comply with 

the new Regs.  Recommendation:  All members to read the guidance provided.   All members to understand 

the process and how it will affect them.  Specific guidance will be issued by the ICO/NALC/SALC in due course.  

Consider: Where the Data is held, what information in held, how long it is held, how the Data can be 

retrieved and how it will be destroyed.  A lengthy discussion about how long emails should be kept took 

place.  Once Office 365 for Government is purchased this should resolve the majority of storage issues.  

Rules can be set up so that emails are automatically deleted after 10 years.  Await further details from 

NALC/SALC/ICO. 

Review of email footer - Is it still appropriate?  Recommendation:  Yes.  Not discussed - Consider at the 

Extra-ordinary meeting. 

Webcasting of meetings - Recommendation:  That the Council considers the pros and cons of webcasting its 

meeting.  (Pros would help with accessibility and would make the Council more relevant.  Would aid 

communication with the electorate.  Cons - Data Storage, Data Protection, FOI, risk of slander and 

defamation.)  Someone would need to film the meetings and upload the recordings).  Not discussed - 

Consider at the Extra-ordinary meeting. 

Online booking facility Worplesdon Tennis Courts - To consider introducing a trial booking system using e.g. 

Eventbrite.  Recommendation:  Not to pursue this option as the cost to benefit ratio is insufficient.  Order 

notices/banners ASAP.  It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Miss H Unwin-Golding and unanimously 

RESOLVED that the recommendation be approved. 

Facebook/Social Media:   Rob advised that the JWRA set up a Facebook page which is very popular.  The use 

of Facebook would help to engage with the wider community. Came and Company has advised a marked 

increase in cases of defamation and slander since the use of social media.  The Clerk does not have the time 

available to operate social media.  Recommendation:  Consider setting up a Facebook page.  Nominate three 

members to be editors.  Training to be provided to reduce the risk of inappropriate language/comments 

being made.  Not discussed - Consider at the Extra-ordinary meeting. 

405-2017 - Staffing Committee 

 

 At its meeting on 24 July 2017 the Staffing Committee had made the following recommendations: 

 

Recommendations:   

• That due to the current and expanding workload, a part time Assistant Clerk be appointed, initially, for 21 

hours per week. 
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• That SALC be approached for assistance with the recruitment process - cost £400 

• That the Clerk’s job description (RFO responsibilities) be amended as follows- “Accounts and Audit   

Regulations 2015” 

• That the Chairman and Clerk attend a course of writing annual appraisals (cost to be established/approved 

by the Council before proceeding). 

• That, in principle, the Clerk be permitted to undertake the two year Community Governance HE (Higher 

Education) course and that funding be set aside to facilitate this - Anticipated cost £4,600 - £5,000 & VAT.  

Payable over two years. 

 

The Chairman advised that a lot of information had been provided to members, and that due to the wording of the 

agenda item it would not be possible to make a decision about the recommendations of the Staffing Committee at 

tonight’s full council meeting.   

 

Mrs Messinger expressed her thanks, as Chairman of the Staffing Committee, to the Clerk for producing the 

documents and for obtaining details of SALC’s recruitment service so quickly. 

 

Following discussion it was proposed Mrs J Wray, seconded Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that the full 

council “Devolve the decisions regarding the recommendations of the Staffing Committee to the General Purposes 

and Finance Committee”. 

 

The Chairman called a comfort break at 9.03pm - Meeting reconvened 9.17pm. 

 

406-2017 - Community Recycling Centres (CRC) - Public consultation being carried out - Deadline for responses 7 

August 2017 

 

Details of the County Council’s intention to further reduce the CRC facilities it provides had been circulated to all 

members via email in advance of the meeting, as had various responses from other Parish Councils. 

 

It was proposed Mr C Venables, seconded Mrs S Morgan and RESOLVED that the Parish Council object to the 

potential closure of 4 smaller CRC facilities and all other CRCs two days a week on the grounds that: 

 

• The closure of the Slyfield CRC two days a week will result in additional fly-tipping - People who queue at the 

CRC on days when it is closed to the public are likely to be angry at their wasted journey (especially if they 

have driven over from Cranleigh) and are more likely to dump their waste inappropriately. 

• It should be remembered that removal of fly-tipping from private land will result in hidden costs, as the land 

owner is responsible for the cost of removing fly-tipping from private land. 

• It will increase traffic congestion, air pollution and will exacerbate existing queues.  E.g. if the Cranleigh CRC 

is closed this is likely to increase pressure on the CRC at Slyfield (which is one of the next nearest CRCs). 

• Additional queuing at the Slyfield CRC will have a detrimental knock-on effect on other businesses on the 

Slyfield Industrial Estate, including the Driving Test Centre and is likely to put increased pressure on the A320 

which is already heavily congested during peak times. 

• Reducing facilities when large numbers of new houses are being planned and built is short sighted. 

 

Perhaps the County Council could consider the implementation of a small licence fee to enable only residents of 

Surrey to use all Surrey CRCs. 

 

 All members were encouraged to respond to the consultation as individuals. 

 

407-2017 - Terrapins - Regrettably, persons unknown have placed terrapins, which are an invasive species, in 

Moat House pond, Jacobs Well 

 

A response is still awaited from a local qualified pest controller. 
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408-2017 - Request for posts to be installed in the grass verge in Fairlands Ave 

 

The Clerk advised that Ian Fowler the local Highway Engineer had refused consent to install additional posts around 

the grass verge in Fairlands Ave adjacent to the service road. 

 

A recommendation had instead been made to construct three bespoke planters between the footpath and the exit 

to the service road.  As already mentioned by Cllr Witham, Surrey County Council (SCC) is willing to fund 3 x 

Whitebeam trees, soil and labour, The Chairman of the FLGCA had advised that the FLGCA is satisfied with this 

solution and that he would be willing to water the saplings every day until they become established. 

 

At last month’s full council meeting (minute number 352-2017-e) the council had approved expenditure of £550 

towards the provision of new posts.   

 

The cost of 24 x pre-used railway sleepers is £25 per sleeper - SCC had offered to collect the railway sleepers from 

the supplier.  This represented an additional cost of £50 & VAT. 

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr R Clark and RESOLVED that the additional cost of £50 & VAT be approved.   

 

 A vote took place 12 FOR - Mrs J Messinger abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

Power to spend: Highways Act 1980 s142. 

 

Additional enforcement checks also to be carried out by Guildford Borough Council on Fridays and Saturdays. 

 

409-2017 - Gas main - Coombe Lane - Deed of Grant between Surrey County Council and Surrey Wildlife Trust and 

Worplesdon Parish Council to Southern Gas Networks  

 

A copy of the Draft Deed of Grant had been received via Wellers Hedleys solicitors.  

 

The Parish Council’s responsibilities regarding the Easement Strip are: 

 

1. Not at any time to do, permit or suffer to be done anything whereby the cover of soil over or the support of 

the Gas Main shall be altered or otherwise interfered with. 

2. Not to cause, permit or suffer to be done on the Tenants’ Land anything that may or may be likely to cause 

damage to the Gas Main and to take all reasonable precautions to prevent any such damage. 

3. Not without the prior written consent of the Grantee and the Grantor to make, permit of suffer to be made 

any alteration to or deposit upon nor carry out any development upon any part of the Tenants’ Land so as to 

interfere with or obstruct the access to the Gas Main or render access thereto more difficult or expensive. 

4. Not to cause, permit of suffer the erection of installation of any wall, building, wall structure or apparatus or 

any tree or shrub to grow in through upon or over the Easement Strip. 

5. Not to adversely affect the free flow and passage of gas or means of communication along or through the 

Gas Main. 

 

The Clerk and Mr N Mitchell had considered the draft Deed of Grant and a response had been sent to Wellers 

Hedleys as follows: 

 

• Greg Bush, solicitor for Wellers Hedleys had recommended insertion of the words “sub-tenant” in Schedule 

2, point 4 to which we agree. 

 

• In addition the Parish Council requests the insertion of the words “sub-tenant” in Schedule 2 - Point 1 - “Any 

works carried out in relation to the Gas Main shall be carried out in a good and workmanlike manner to the 
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reasonable satisfaction of the Grantor (in its capacity as owner of the Grantor’s Land)” and “sub-tenant (in its 

capacity as lessee of the land)”.  Point 2 – add “and sub-tenant” to the end of the sentence. 

 

• Furthermore with regards to Schedule 2 of the Deed of Grant points 1 and 2 we wish to request that prior to 

work commencing a dilapidation survey is carried out, to include photographs to ensure that this area of 

common land, which is also a Site of Nature Conservation Importance – (SNCI) is restored to its original 

condition and to the satisfaction of the Parish Council. 

 

• We note Medway Civils and Utilities Ltd.’s intentions to create a compound where equipment, including 

plant will be stored at night.  We presume this will have to be on Perry Hill Green (SNCI).  Assuming this to be 

the case, this area must also be restored to its original condition and should be included in the dilapidation 

survey.  

 

• Unfortunately, there have been instances locally of diggers/various plant being stolen (within minutes) and 

would recommend that the diggers/plant are fitted with high security alarms and tracking devices. 

 

• There is a public right of way along Coombe Lane.  Can you advise whether this would need to be closed at 

all during the works?  If it is, how will pedestrians be kept safe as this does not appear to be mentioned in 

the method statement? 

 

• The Parish Council requires that no other utilities including storm water are adversely impacted or 

terminated by the installation of the new gas main.  Medway need to be made aware that any damage to 

the culverts/land drains within this verge may result in the property known as Malyans End suffering internal 

flooding.  Any damage to the Parish Council’s drainage system must be put right at SGN’s cost. 

 

• In addition, there is an ordinary watercourse which runs along the southern side of Coombe Lane which then 

doglegs under the road and between the properties known as Malayans End and The Ridings.  We trust 

every effort will be made to ensure that no pollution, contamination or obstruction will occur to the 

watercourse. 

 

• All arisings on the road surface are to be cleaned off daily. 

 

• In terms of our invoice 117, which was issued to Verma Preetika for our legal costs incurred between 

30.6.2016 and 31.10.2016 (Wellers Hedleys invoice numbers 052835, 054526 and 055081 refer) SGN have 

previously agreed to pay this in totality and we expect them to honour their commitment without dispute or 

delay.   

 

410-2017 - Stick it to the Stigma/campaign for the improvement of mental health education in Surrey 

 

Mr Venables advised that he had carried out some research into this funding campaign, which originated from a 

university in the USA. 

 

It was proposed Dr P Cragg, seconded Mr G Adam and RESOLVED that, regrettably, the Parish Council was unable to 

assist. 

 

A vote took place:  12 For - Miss Unwin-Golding abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

411-2017 - Planning Applications for consideration 

 

It was agreed that to reduce administration details of planning applications for consideration at meetings will, in 

future, be sent to members under cover of one email. 
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Planning application no: 17/P/01361 - 20 Wood Street Green, Wood Street Village, Guildford, GU3 3EU - Proposed 

erection of front porch; single storey side/rear extension and two storey rear extension. 

 

RESOLVED:  Leave to planners. 

 

Planning application no: 17/P/01443 - Cranmere, The Avenue, Worplesdon, Guildford, GU3 3RA - Conversion of 

one garage to habitable accommodation and first floor extension over existing double garage to include two front 

dormer windows and 1 front and 2 rear roof lights. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council object to the proposed increase in habitable accommodation on the following 

grounds: 

 

• This increase represents overdevelopment within the Green Belt. 

• This property is situated within 400m of Whitmoor Common SPA/SSSI/LNR.  The increase in habitable 

accommodation could potentially result in a detrimental impact on the SPA contrary to the Borough 

Council’s TBHSPA Avoidance Strategy 2017. 

 

Planning application no: 17/P/01477 - Rickford House, Rickford, Worplesdon, Guildford, GU3 3PJ - Proposed 

erection of two semi-detached two storey dwellings following demolition of existing vehicle store and storage area; 

installation of a car park to the rear of the bakery. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council support this application subject to the flooding issues being adequately 

addressed. 

 

  

  

  

 

Planning application no: 17/P/01497 - Hollow, Weydown Lane, Guildford, GU2 9UT - Proposed single storey side 

extension; insertion of front porch; changes to fenestration to front elevation together with conversion of integral 

garage to habitable accommodation and two first floor side extensions. 

 

RESOLVED:  Leave to planners. 

 

  

 

Planning application no: 17/P/01512 - and 17/P/00285 - 3 Louis Fields, Fairlands, Guildford, GU3 3JG - Erection of a 

single storey front canopy, single storey rear extension following demolition of the existing conservatory and a first 

floor extension to facilitate a loft conversion to habitable accommodation. 

 

RESOLVED:  Leave to planners. 

 

412-2017 - Invoices for payment  

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr R Clark and unanimously RESOLVED that payments to the value of     

£10,497.88 be approved and signed off. 

Payment list for approval 27.7.2017 

  Date of  Date paid Payment  

           
invoice: 

 
type: Payee: 

  

Details: 

   

      Net     VAT         GROSS 

Budget  

heading 

16.7.2017 30.7.2017 DD BT PLC 

  

Broadband/line rental/calls office & hall 

 

633.07 126.61 759.68 Est.chgs 

 
20.7.2017 20.7.2017 Dcard B&Q 

  

Additional shelf for Clerk's office 

 

23.62 0.00 23.62 Est.chgs 

 
13.7.2017 13.7.2017 DD RISC IT 

  

External back-up 

  

30.89 6.18 37.07 Est.chgs 

 N/A 27.7.2017 Online 

  

Salary/exps 

    

0.00 

 

Staff costs 

 
N/A 27.7.2017 Online Staff costs 

 

Ee's & Er's Pension Conts 

  

4,704.64 0.00 4,704.64 Staff costs 

 
N/A 27.7.2017 Online 

   

PAYE/NIC 

    

0.00 

 

Staff costs 

 

25.7.2017 27.7.2017 Online Blue Sky 

  

Groundsman & materials 

  

1,768.57 0.00 1,768.57 

Groundsman 

/ward emp 

31.7.2017 27.7.2017 Online Gavin Jones Ltd 

 

Grass cutting July 2017 

  

2,457.75 491.55 2,949.30 Grass cutting 
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24.7.2017 27.7.2017 Online 

Worplesdon Mem. 

Trustees. 
Quarterly rent - July - Sept 2017 

 

255.00 0.00 255.00 Est.chgs 

 

          

£9,873.54 £624.34 £10,497.88 

   

413-2017 - Draft Local Plan - Examination in Public - Worplesdon Parish Council representation of the EIP - Policies 

A22 (Land north of Keens Lane) and A26 (Blackwell Farm) 

 

The Clerk advised that Compton Parish Council has resolved to be represented at the Examination in Public by Green 

Balance, the Planning Consultant who prepared their response to the targeted s19 public consultation. 

 

Mr G Adam advised that Green Balance will be called to give evidence about policy A26 Blackwell Farm.  The amount 

of time it takes to deliver the evidence will not change whether the planning consultant represents one, or more of 

the local parish councils.  If it is the wish of the Parish Council for Green Balance to also represent it at the 

Examination in Public the costs could be shared between the respective parish councils. 

 

Mr Bryan advised that Compton Parish Council has set aside a sum of money to meet the costs.  The Clerk advised 

that Worplesdon Parish Council has also set aside monies to enable the Parish Council to be represented at the 

Examination in Public. 

 

Following discussion it was proposed Mr N Mitchell, seconded Mrs J Messinger and RESOLVED that in principle the 

Parish Council ask Green Balance whether he/they would also be willing to represent Worplesdon Parish Council at 

the EIP. 

 

A vote took place - 12 For - Mr R Clark abstained.  Motion carried.  

 

The Clerk was instructed to contact Green Balance to investigate the cost and process and to see whether the 

planning consultant is willing to represent the Parish Council with respect to policy A22 (Land north of Keens Lane) 

and what his costs would be. 

 

414-2017 - Flood Forum walkabout held Friday 14 July 2017 

 

The Clerk gave the following report:  

 

The meeting had been well attended.  The Forum walked the lower fields of Blackwell Farm, over the railway line 

along Pound Lane into Wildfield Close, to the grille beside the Wildfield Close kickabout area, to the grille in Baird 

Drive concluding at the grille in Oak Hill opposite the village pond. 

 

Notes of the meeting have been issued to the Forum. 

 

The following actions had been agreed: 

 

1. WPC to inform the Environment Agency about the activity taking place at the junction of Frog Grove Lane 

and the Aldershot Road. 

2. Grille number W5/3 (GBC) - Ben Crampin to establish ownership of this land to ascertain who is responsible 

for keeping the watercourse behind Wildfield Close clear. 

3. Silted up Grille - Broad Street - Guildford Borough Council to address this problem as soon as practicable. 

4. Encroachment issue - Quakers Way, Fairlands - Further details of this encroachment over the old ditch to be 

issued to SCC/GBC by WPC. 

 

415-2017 - Tolerated Traveller site - Littlefield Common 

 

An email advising there is no change to the existing tolerated arrangements at this site had been received from 

Surrey County Council. 
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416-2017 - New Rural Economic Strategy 2017 -2022  

 

An informal meeting had been held with Chris Stanton, GBC - 20 July 2017.  Notes of the meeting are to be drawn up 

and issued to all members and Mr Stanton as soon as practicable. 

 

417-2017 - Finance        

 

a) Bank reconciliation June 2017  

 

The RFO had prepared the bank reconciliation for June 2017 in accordance with the Accounts and Audit 

Regulations, a copy of which was issued to all members.   

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr N Mitchell and unanimously RESOLVED that the Chairman sign 

the bank reconciliation and bank statements. 

 

Appendix 1 - June 2017 bank reconciliation. 

 

b)   Monthly budget report June 2017  

 

The RFO had prepared the monthly budget report for June 2017 in accordance with the Accounts and Audit 

Regulations, copies of which were issued to all members.   

 

It was proposed Mrs J Wray, seconded Mr C Venables and unanimously RESOLVED that the Chairman sign 

the monthly budget reports. 

 

Appendix 2 - June 2017 budget report. 

 

c) Concurrent Functions Grant Aid 2018/2019 

 

Replacement play equipment Fairlands and Worplesdon 

 

The Clerk advised that she had met with Sarah Alexander of Hags SMP who will provide a quotation for 

replacement play equipment and safety surfacing for Fairlands plus the removal of the BMX equipment and 

the possible installation of a “Viper” at the Memorial Ground for councillors’ consideration at the next 

General Purposes and Finance Committee meeting.  The deadline for Con-current Functions Grant Aid 

applications is 8 September 2017.  Earmarked reserves of £15,000 are available towards these projects.  

 

d) New culvert required in Frog Grove Lane near Sandy Lane to prevent flooding of the Highway 

 

Unfortunately, funding for this culvert has been withdrawn by SCC.  The cost to install a new culvert will be 

approximately £10,000.  

 

As lessees of Wood Street Village Green the Parish Council has just paid £11,000, less a Guildford Borough 

Council grant of £5,200, to resolve the issue of surface water run-off from the Village Green pooling on the 

highway near the village pond.   

 

Whilst members understood that during the winter months flooding at near Sandy Lane can lead to black-ice 

forming on the carriageway, which is extremely dangerous, it is the Highway Authority’s responsibility to 

resolve this issue.   

 



Approved by the full council - 14 September 2017 

 

176 

 

It was proposed Mr G Adam, seconded Mr C Venables and unanimously RESOLVED that the Parish Council 

would not make a financial contribution towards this project. 

 

e) Replacement glass panes 

 

It was proposed Mr R Clark, seconded Mr G Adam and unanimously RESOLVED that the Parish Council 

accept the quotation from Addison Glass being £587.68 & VAT for two replacement glass panes plus fitting 

but that an insurance claim would not be submitted as this was likely to increase the overall premium. 

 

Power to spend: Local Government (Misc. Prov.) Act 1953, s4 

 

f) Good Councillors Guide to Finance and Transparency 

 

It was agreed that 4 copies be obtained - One for each ward.  Total cost £16 & pp.   

 

Power to spend: LGA 1972 s111 

 

g) Grant - Restoration of the Frog Grove Lane phone kiosk 

 

Volunteers have finished the restoration of the K6 phone kiosk in Frog Grove Lane, which looks magnificent.  

Total cost £330.20.  It was proposed Dr P Cragg, seconded Mrs J Messinger and unanimously RESOLVED that 

the Parish Council agree to a grant of £130.20 in addition to the £200 grant from SCC. 

 

The members wished to record their vote of thanks to the volunteers in Frog Grove Lane for all their hard 

work.  The phone kiosk has been fully restored to its former glory and looks magnificent! 

 

Power to spend: Power of Competence. 

 

418-2017 - Clerk’s Report 

 

a) Earthworks, Aldershot Road near the junction with Frog Grove Lane - This was reported to Surrey County 

Council and Guildford Borough Council and will also be reported to the Environment Agency. 
 

419-2017 - Chairman’s Report  

 

The Chairman provided the following report:  

 

1) Due to a combination of bad weather and holidays John Steer and I have been unable to carry out any 

land management tasks over the past month. We are however planning to start again next week. 

2) With the Clerk and Cllr Venables attended the Whitmoor Common Association AGM on 5
th

 July. 

3) With the Clerk and Cllrs Snipp and Venables attended a Meeting Procedures training course in 

Haslemere on 6
th

 July. 

4) With the Clerk, attended a Legal and Finance training course at Fontwell Racecourse on 13
th

 July. 

5) Attended a SALC Director`s meeting in Cranleigh on 14
th

 July. Travelling expenses are not a charge on 

the Parish Council.  The Directors have adopted my proposal to run a  FREE Surrey-based “Taster-

session” to encourage surrey Parish Councils to attend SALC training. This will run On Wednesday 6
th

 

September 18.30 to 21.00 hrs. at the West End Sports Pavilion, Benner Lane, West End, Woking. GU24 

9JP.  

6) With the Clerk, attended our tri-monthly cluster meeting with the Chairs and Clerks of Normandy and 

Pirbright Parish Councils. 

7) With a number of fellow councillors and the Clerk, attended an explanatory meeting for the Guildford 

Economic Rural Strategy, run by GBC officer Chris Stanton, on 20
th

 July. 
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8) With councillors Mr R Clark, Mr N Mitchell, Mrs S Morgan, Mrs E Nagle, Mr D Snipp, Mr C Venables and 

the Clerk, attended a local Chairmanship training session at Merrist Wood Golf Club on 22
nd

 July. 

 

420-2017 - Date of next meeting – Thursday 14 September 2017 

 

Meeting closed 10.15pm 

 

 

Date: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:      

Chairman of the Council 


