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Worplesdon Parish Council 

 

Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held Thursday 11 May 2017   

                                                         at 7.35pm in the Council Chambers, Worplesdon Memorial Hall 

 

233-2017 - Present:  Chairman of the Planning Committee Mr C Venables, Mr G Adam, Mr N Bryan (arrived 7.38pm),     

Dr P Cragg, Mrs J Messinger, Mrs S Morgan, Mr N Mitchell and Mrs L Wright. 

 

Also present were Paul White, Genesis Town Planning Ltd, a resident of Perry Hill and Mr L Edwards (for part of the 

meeting). 

 

The Clerk to the Council was also present.  

 

234-2017 - To accept apologies and reason for Absence in accordance with the LGA 1972, Sch12, para 40. 

 

There were none. 

 

235-2017 - Public participation 

 

The resident from Perry Hill addressed the Council about the planning application no: 16/P/02446 which is being 

considered by the Borough Council’s Planning Committee on Wednesday 17 May 2017.  The building, on the former 

Bonsai Centre, has not been constructed as per the original planning permission.  The ridge height has been 

increased by 500mm to enable enlarged accommodation at the first floor incorporating new roof lights, removal of 

small barn hip roof details on south west elevation, removal of two first floor windows in the north east elevation 

and replace with single window and alterations to exterior finishes on elevations.   

 

Mr Venables thanked the resident for their comments. 

 

Whilst this item was not on the agenda, due to time constraints, it was agreed that the Parish Council would 

consider what, if any action to take about this matter during the meeting. 

 

Mr White then addressed the Council about planning application no: 17/P/00835 - Clasford Farm. 

 

Members asked a number of questions regarding the proposals which covered the following topics: 

 

• Drainage/surface water attenuation and guttering 

• Use of the glasshouses - commercial serving a local garden centre 

• Glare/reflection from the glass houses  

• Potential discharge of nitrates and phosphates into the local water course 

• Disposal of used peat  

• Number of new jobs to be created 

• Operating hours and potential night time illumination/prevention of light spillage 

 

Laurie Edwards arrived 7.50pm. 

 

236-2017 - Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests by Councillors in accordance with The Relevant 

Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012. (SI 2012 No. 1464) 

 

No declarations were made. 
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237-2017 - Declaration of Non-pecuniary interests in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct 

 

No declarations were made. 

 

238-2017 - Planning applications for consideration:  

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00835 - Clasford Farm, Aldershot Road, Guildford, GU3 3HQ - Erection of 12,000m
2 

of glasshouse development, 640m
2
 store, water storage tanks, landscaping and associated works. 

 

The Committee acknowledged that whilst this is a Green Belt site, the construction of agricultural buildings is an 

acceptable form of development within the Green Belt. 

 

A discussion took place following which it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council support this application subject to 

the following conditions being applied: 

 

1. Surface water run-off/drainage - A suitable water management plan is created to ensure that all rainwater 

discharge is properly attenuated.  There is an existing/severe flooding problem in the vicinity of Clasford 

Farm. 

2. That regular maintenance of the hydro brake is carried out. 

3. The creation of a landscape management plan to ensure that the hedge is maintained and regularly cut so it 

does not impede on visibility splays. 

4. That to avoid potential night time light pollution black out screens have to be fitted in the event that 24 hour 

lighting is ever required. 

5. Siting of a gate into the site - If a gate is to be installed it must be sited sufficiently far from the entrance to 

enable the largest lorries entering or leaving the glass houses to wait without impeding access to the whole 

site. 

6. The cycle storage area is to be kept secure and sheltered. 

 

Mr White then left the meeting. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00853 - 13 Gumbrells Close, Fairlands, Guildford, GU3 3NG - Proposed single storey 

side and rear extension, following removal of sheltered area. 

 

RESOLVED:  Leave to planners. 

 

Planning Application No: 17/P/00898 - Bullens Hill Farm, Stringers Common, Jacobs Well, Guildford, GU4 7PR - 

Demolition of existing stables and garage.  Conversion of existing barn into new garage with first floor office space. 

New swimming pool and general landscaping. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council request the following conditions be applied if planning permission is 

granted: 

 

• That a construction management plan be used given that access to the site is from the Woking Road (A320).   

• No deliveries or exists to be made to/from the site by construction vehicles during the morning and evening 

rush hours. 

 

239-2017 - The former Bonsai Centre, Perry Hill - Planning Committee meeting 17 May 2017 Guildford Borough 

Council 

 

It was agreed that an urgent letter be sent to Tracey Coleman and Tim Dawes, GBC objecting to the retrospective 

application on the grounds that the proposed increase is materially larger than the original property for which 

planning permission was granted.  The increased ridge height, changes to the fenestration and additional room has 
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resulted in a property that has a visually more intrusive impact on the neighbouring houses within the Conservation 

Area, which the Parish Council perceives has created harm to the Conservation Area particularly as this property sits 

within a very small plot.  No very special circumstances have been provided to justify the increase in the number of 

rooms within the property which is now a two storey dwelling as opposed to an eaves house. 

 

240-2017 - Guildford Borough Council’s Planning Dept.  

 

A number of concerns have been raised by members and staff over recent months.  The specific concerns being:  

 

• Planning applications taking a long time to determine e.g. Burger van - 16/P/00906, Carter’s Yard - 

15/P/01987, Rokers 16/P/01397 

• Ineffective enforcement action (Blanket Mill Farm, Island Farm) 

• Parish Council responses not being added expeditiously to the Borough Council’s website - 17/P/00431 

• Lack of consultation e.g. the Whitmoor Common Association - planning application no: 17/P/00431 

• Emails notifying planning applications not being sent to the requested recipients. 

 

It was agreed that a letter be sent to James Whiteman and Tracey Coleman bringing these matters to their attention. 

 

241-2017 - Blanket Mill Farm - Woking Borough Council won the recent case at the High Court.   

 

The Clerk advised that there has been a history of enforcement issues at this site for more than 12 years. 

 

The site is split between the boundaries of Woking and Guildford.  In order to resolve the problems once and for all it 

will be necessary for Guildford Borough Council to fully support the enforcement action currently being carried out 

by Woking Borough Council. 

 

It was RESOLVED that a letter be sent to Tracey Coleman, Head of Planning at Guildford Borough Council requesting 

that the Borough Council now takes a firm stance with regards to this site. 

 

242-2017 - Draft Local Plan - Targeted consultation 

 

Members were reminded that the Parish Council can only comment on the proposed changes to the Draft Local Plan. 

 

It was agreed that in June the Clerk will read the various documents in order to pull together a table of changes on 

which the Parish Council can comment.  The Clerk, Mr Adam and Mr Mitchell to then hold an informal meeting to 

prepare suggested response for the members’ consideration. 

 

The Clerk advised that JBA Consultants have applied to Surrey County Council for permission to use the surface 

water modelling software approved by the Environment Agency.  The consultant’s report is to be provided in time 

for the formal consultation process. 

 

In terms of providing updated traffic information re Blackwell Farm the Clerk advised that she had not heard from 

Compton Parish Council. 

 

Meeting closed 8.39pm 

 

 

 


