
homes per year to be the base-

line number* of homes         

required within the Dra�  Local 

Plan (*number of homes     

before environmental          

constraints are applied). 

 

We will con!nue to work   

closely with the following    

organisa!ons throughout the 

Local Plan consulta!on        

process. 

 

• CPRE (Campaign for the    

    Protec!on of Rural               

    England),  

•   FLAG (Fairlands Ac!on    

    Group 

•  GRA (Guildford Residents’    

     Associa!on 

•   Guildford Greenbelt Group 

•   JWRA (Jacobs Well             

    Residents’ Associa!on),  

•   Save the Hogs Back Group 

•   WSVA (Wood Street Village            

    Associa!on).  

Worplesdon Parish Council 

fully supports FLAG’s         

objec!ons to the proposed 

housing at Fairlands.  The 

Parish Council objected to the 

proposals within the Strategic 

Housing Land Availabity     

Assessment on the following 

grounds:   

 

•  Green Belt land 

•  Change of character/  

    urbanisa!on & destruc!on  

    of the village environment 

•  Traffic conges!on 

• Reduc!on in air quality 

• Effect on Whitmoor                               

   Common SPA/SSSI/LNR 

• Lack of school, den!sts,  

hospital places & Doctors’      

surgery, etc. 

• Flooding 

• Low water pressure 

• Sewerage problems 

• Electricity issues 

Worplesdon Parish Council also 

objected to the proposals to 

“inset” the villages of Fairlands, 

Jacobs Well and Wood Street 

Village from the Green Belt.   

The Parish Council believes 

that the Green Belt in Guildford 

Borough should remain sacro-

sanct for future genera!ons. 

 

The Parish Council has objected 

strongly to the proposals in the 

Strategic Housing Market    

Assessment (SHMA) for 800  

ANNUAL PARISH  

MEETING  

FRIDAY 14 MARCH  

7.30PM  

FAIRLANDS              

COMMUNITY HALL 

 

The Annual Parish  

Mee!ng (mee!ng of the 

electors of the parish) is 

being held on Friday 14 

March in the Fairlands 

Community Hall at 

7.30pm. 

 

This is a great oppor-

tunity to meet your local 

parish councillors and to 

air your views.  Tim   

Harrold CPRE will be 

giving a presenta!on 

regarding the Local Plan.  

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Refreshments will be 

served. 

Draft Local Plan - Proposed housing   

PROPOSED SUITABLE ALTERNATIVE GREEN SPACE OR “SANG”  
FROG GROVE LANE, WOOD STREET VILLAGE 

Whitmoor Common forms 

part of the Thames Basin 

Heath Special Protec!on   

Area, which has European 

planning protec!on due to 

the rare ground nes!ng birds 

which inhabit the SPA.   No 

houses are allowed to be built 

within 400m of the SPA and 

developers who build houses 

within the 400m - 5km zone 

are required to contribute 

towards the provision of 

SANG to encourage residents 

to use alterna!ve recrea!onal 

space for air and exercise.  In 

2009 the Borough Council had 

to produce an Avoidance 

Strategy to enable housing to 

be built within the Borough.    

Guildford Borough Council 

needs to provide addi!onal 

SANG to enable new homes 

to be built in the Borough.  In 

accordance with residents’ 

wishes the Parish Council has 

objected to the proposal for a 

new SANG to be created    

behind Russell Place Farm, 

Wood Street Village. 
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Special points of 

interest: 

• The Parish Precept 

(Council Tax) for the 

year 2014/15 has been 

increased by 2.14%     

represen!ng an       

increase of 71p per 

Band D household. 

• Fly-0pping - The local 

police team are dealing 

with a number of fly-

!pping incidents in 

Wood Street Village.  

Offenders risk          

prosecu0on! 

Welcome to the thir!eth edi!on of our newsleLer designed to keep you up to date with what is happening in 

the Parish. 



council to improve facili!es,  

provide services for local people 

and to cover the costs of       

running the Council.  Parish 

councils can also apply for 

grants and loans.     

How are parish or town      

councillors elected? 

Most parish elec!ons are held 

on a four yearly cycle, with   

elec!ons in 2015, 2019, 2023 

and so on. In a warded parish an 

elec!on is held in each ward, 

the same way elec!ons are held 

in district wards and in county 

electoral divisions.  

Worplesdon Parish Council is a 

warded parish.  Sixteen council-

lors represent the parish.  They 

are elected by people who live 

in the area.  If only sixteen   

people seek elec!on, this will be 

“uncontested”.  This means 

there will be no poll and the 

candidates will be automa!cally 

“elected”.  If more people seek 

elec!on than seats available 

there will be a “contested”   

elec!on and a poll will take 

place. 

In the 2011 elec!ons 

Worplesdon had contested 

elec!ons in three wards.  If   

insufficient candidates stand for 

elec!on the remaining seats 

have to filled by “co-op!on”, or 

in other words the council can 

choose to appoint a new    

member of the council rather 

than the electorate choosing 

who it elects. 

What do parish Councillors do? 

Councillors have three main  

areas of work: 1. Decision-

making: through aLending 

mee!ngs and commiLees with 

other elected members,  

councillors decide which ac!vi 

May 2015 Elections - Becoming a Parish Councillor 
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What is a parish or town    

council? 

There are approx. 9,000 parish 

and town councils represen!ng 

around 16 million people across 

England. They form the most 

local level of government and 

cover many rural and urban   

areas.  

What services can it provide? 

A parish council has an overall 

responsibility for the well-being 

of its local community. Its work 

falls into three main categories: 

• represen!ng the local           

community 

• delivering services to meet 

local needs 

• striving to improve quality 

of life in the parish 

How does it make decisions? 

The Parish Council is made up of 

a number of councillors who 

meet regularly to make          

decisions on the work and      

direc!on of the council.  The 

Council is a corporate body with 

a legal existence of its own 

quite separate to that of its 

members.  Its decisions are the 

responsibility of the whole 

body. 

ALending a council mee!ng is 

the best way to find out what 

the council does. Members of 

the public are welcome to     

aLend all mee!ngs of the    

council and may address the 

council about any item on the 

agenda during the first ten 

minutes of the mee!ng. 

Where does the council get its 

money from? 

Each year a sum of money 

called the ‘precept’ is collected 

through your council tax. This 

money is used by the parish  

!es to support, where money 

should be spent, what services 

should be delivered and what 

policies should be implemented; 

2. Monitoring: councillors make 

sure that their decisions lead to 

efficient and effec!ve services by 

keeping an eye on how well 

things are working; 

3. Ge;ng involved locally: as 

local representa!ves, councillors 

have responsibili!es towards 

their parishioners and local     

organisa!ons. This o�en          

depends on what the councillor 

wants to achieve and how much 

!me is available. 

The day-to-day work of a    

councillor may include: 

• going to mee!ngs of local 

organisa!ons 

• going to mee!ngs of bodies 

that affect the wider community, 

such as the police, the Highways 

Authority, schools and colleges 

•    bringing parishioners         

concerns to the aLen!on of the 

council. 

Could I be a parish councillor? 

As a councillor you can become a 

voice for your community. It 

helps if you're a "people person" 

who enjoys talking to other    

residents but, more importantly, 

you need to have the concerns 

and best interests of the parish 

as a whole at heart. Councillors 

are community leaders and 

should represent the aspira!ons 

of the public that they serve.  

Parish Councils are the most  

local part of our democra!c   

system and are closest to the 

public. Why don’t you stand for 

your local parish council and see 

what difference you can make to 

your local community? 

 



Since my ar!cle was    

published in our Winter 

newsleLer a number of 

interes!ng pieces of    

informa!on have been 

received in response to 

my request for stories, 

photos or memorabilia 

that anyone may have in 

connec!on with World 

War I. 

 

Among the items discov-

ered is a 1913 map of the 

Parish of Worplesdon 

which indicates that   

Burpham was part of the 

Parish, thus some of the 

names of soldiers record-

ed on the War Memorial 

at St Luke’s Church       

Burpham have rela!ves 

s!ll living in Worplesdon, 

one of these being John 

Gunner.  John had four 

great uncles whose 

names are recorded on 

this memorial, these   

being Edward, John,    

Percy and Samson      

Gunner. 

 

John has supplied infor-

ma!on on Pte. Edward 

Gunner who served in the 

Machine Gun Corps and 

Lance Cpl. Percy Gunner 

DCM who served in the 

8
th

 Somerset Light Infan-

try (formally the 1
st

 

BaLalion).  Further infor-

ma!on on these two 

brothers will be on      

display at the exhibi!on 

to be held on the 4
th

   

August in Worplesdon 

Memorial Hall. 

Ron McGill has loaned 

me a Turkish shell which 

was one of two picked up 

by his father Pte. William 

McGill on the baLlefields 

in Mesopotamia in 1917.  

Pte. McGill was in the 

Rifle Brigade which was 

part of General Maude’s 

campaign figh!ng the 

German and Turkish   

forces. 

 

From the list of names 

recorded on the War  

Memorial at St Alban’s 

Church, informa!on has 

been found on all but one 

of those who died, the 

excep!on being George 

Darling.  

Other than the duplicate 

names from the War   

Memorial at St Alban’s 

Church, no informa!on 

has been found about the 

names on St Mary’s War 

Memorial except for the 

famed Captain Frederick 

Courteney Selous DSO 

and his son Captain   

Frederick Hatherley 

Bruce Selous MC. 

 

Captain Frederick 

Courteney Selous DSO, at the 

age of 64, par!cipated in the 

figh!ng in East  Africa in the 

25th (Fron!ersmen)      

BaLalion, Royal Fusiliers and 

was killed by a German    

sniper on the 4
th

 January 

1917 whilst figh!ng on the 

banks of the Rufiji River and 

is buried near to the place of 

his death in today’s Selous 

Game Reserve, Tanzania. 

 

Exactly one year later on 4
th

 

January 1918 his son Captain. 

Frederick Hatherley Bruce 

Selous MC, who was a pilot in 

the Royal Flying Corps, was 

killed during a flight over the 

Menin Road, Belgium. 

 

If anyone has any other infor-

ma!on, stories, photos or 

memorabilia of other brave 

men who served during WWI 

we would like to hear from 

you. 

 

We are also looking for any 

informa!on on men who 

fought and survived the war 

so please contact me on 

01483 825907 or email me at 

bob.mcshee@guildford. 

gov.uk or  

Lindsay Venables at  

lindsay.venables@gmail.com 

with stories, photos, or  

memorabilia that can be 

shared during this centenary 

period.   

 

I will con!nue to keep you up 

to date with more infor-

ma!on in the next Parish 

Council newsleLer. 

 

Cllr Bob McShee 

WW1 Commemmorations 
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Wanted… 

informa�on, stories, 

photos or 

memorabilia of our 

brave men who 

served during WWI  

WORPLESDON TENNIS CLUB  - 

OPEN DAY  

SUNDAY 30TH MARCH 2014 

10AM - 2PM  

WORPLESDON MEMORIAL 

HALL GROUNDS, GU3 3RF 

 

Free coaching Ac!vi!es with 

Tim Seymour, from Tennis  

Extreme 

 

Contact: 

Andrew Lever 01483 723568 

(Adults) 

Sue Osborne 01483 232497 

(Juniors) or visit 

www.worplesdontennis.org.uk 

 

The Parish Council also has 

public courts that can be hired 

for £4.50ph - Call Bernard   

Callanan on 01483 232117  

   Your parish        

councillors, staff and 

volunteers at work! 
 

Removing the non na!ve   

bamboo from Jacobs Well   

Recrea!on Ground - roots  

causing damage to the pond 

outlet pipe. 

 

Clearance work at Nevins’ 

Copse, Pinks Hill, Wood Street 

Village 

 



Worplesdon Parish Council 

West View, 84 Rydes Hill Road 

Guildford 

Surrey, GU2 9UG 

Phone: 01483 300094 

Fax: 01483 300094 

E-mail: clerk@worplesdonpc.co.uk 

Worplesdon Flood Forum  

The Flood Forum, which comprises representa!ves from Surrey County Council, 

Guildford Borough Council, Worplesdon Parish Council, the Environment Agency, 

Thames Water, Surrey Wildlife Trust, the FLGCA, JWRA, and residents of the parish 

including Wood Street Village and is chaired by Anne Milton MP, met on 7 February 

2014.   

In total 38 flooding “hotspots” were discussed and ac!ons raised with various 

agencies.  RegreLably, it is not possible to provide a “quick-fix” solu!on to some of 

the problems.  Nonetheless, the Forum tries hard to ensure that appropriate ac!on 

is taken as expedi!ously as possible especially when property is at risk of flooding. 

Problems currently being addressed:  Clay Lane, Oak Tree Close, the A320, White 

House Lane, Jacobs Well Road, Stringer’s Ave, Broad Street, Frog Grove Lane, the 

A323 near Pine Park, Oak Hill, Broad Street Common, LiLlefield Common,               

St Michael’s Ave, ditches in and around the sports field Fairlands, LiLlefield Way, 

LiLlefield Close, Fairlands Ave, GraveLs Lane, Holly Lane, Gumbrells Close, Goose 

Rye Road, Worplesdon Road (service road beside the White Lyon and Dragon), 

BurdenshoL Road, and the Hoe Stream. 

The Guildford Surface Water Management Plan was also discussed and 

comments made at the mee!ng will be fed into the GSWMP. 

It is an offence to drop li+er in all places that are open to the air, including 

both private and public land and water.  PLEASE do not dump garden 

waste into a watercourse not only is it an offence it also causes flooding. 

Worplesdon Parish Council  

The Parish Council had hoped to be able 

to provide a children’s play area on the 

triangular sec!on of Wood Street Village 

Green to improve the health and well-

being of local children.  Five years hard 

work went into trying to get this project 

off the ground including various public            

consulta!ons.  RegreLably, the Parish  

Council has had to abandon the project 

for the following reasons: 

• Strenuous objec!ons from local 

residents 

• Lack of any other suitable  

             loca!ons 

• Traffic issues 

• Lack of funding (loss of S106 & 

unsuccessful applica!on to SCC) 

Parish personnel  

Chairman - Dr Paul Cragg     531597 

Vice-Chairman -                                
Mr Chris Venables                   233803  

Mr Terry Cater                         232819 

Mr Robert Clark          07913 790138 

Mr Mike Dillon           235263 

Cllr David Elms           234414 

Mr Dominic Howard-Jones    234239 

Cllr Bob McShee                      825907  

Mrs Jan Messinger     07761 589768 

Mrs Sandra Morgan               233344 

Mrs Beth Nagle                       232036 

Mr Derek Slaymaker              828213 

Mr Victor Searle         825424 

Mr Richard Watson    07769 312496  

Mr Roger Welch         233525 

Vacancy - Fairlands Ward     

Clerk: Mrs Gaynor White      300094 

Admin Assistant:  Mrs Ann McShee 

                                   825907 

Temp Admin Assistant: Mrs Lindsay 

Venables                                 233803 

 

SIDNEY SIME ART GALLERY 
(Sidney Sime - 1867-1941) 

 

OPEN 2PM TO 4PM ON THE 

FIRST WEDNESDAY OF VERY 

MONTH 
 

Come and see illustra!ons, pain!ngs, 

drawings, caricatures and landscapes 

by this talented local ar!st. 

 

Worplesdon Memorial Hall, Perry Hill, 

Worplesdon, Guildford, Surrey,         

GU3 3RF, 01483 232117. 

 

www.sidneysimegallery.org.uk 

 

Also open by appointment.  Visit    

website for details of addi!onal 

events. 

Wood Street Play Area - 
Wood Street Green 

Serving the community 
www.parish-council.com/Worplesdon 

          Merrist Wood in spring!me 

WITH GRATEFUL THANKS! 

 

We would like to thank Robert Grimmond, John and Steve Gunner, Christmas’    

Bakery, Trina and Eric Marks-Oldham, Iseult Roche, the Jolly Farmer,                       

Rev Hugh Grear, the White Lyon and Dragon, Worplesdon Place Hotel and the 

Worplesdon View Care Home for their generous dona!ons at Christmas. 
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