
Comments on Strategic Highway Assessment 

 

This work was carried out by Surrey CC on behalf of GBC using their county wide 

traffic model. This model is widely used in Surrey and therefore I have no comments 

on the principles and objectives behind the model. 

According to the report, Guildford is made up of 68 zones mainly concentrated in the 

town itself with larger zones representing the outlying areas. For a countrywide 

model this would be sufficient. However, to assess the impacts of the proposed draft 

Local Plan it would have been expected that the outlying zones are subdivided to 

better represent the population in the area, eg: Worplesdon is represented by 1 zone 

however there are 3 large villages (Wood Street, Fairlands and Jacobs Well) each of 

these having traffic on the road network in the peak periods. This is similar in the 

other outlying areas. 

This being said, the assessment has been along acceptable lines, it would have 

been expected that the Base 2009 flows be included in this assessment for 

comparison purposes only. With reference to the 2009 flows in the model, these are 

some 7 years old and would normally be out of date. It would have been expected 

that an assessment should have been carried out to ensure that these flows were 

still relevant. This appears not to have been done. Although, looking at the DfT 

counts for the A322 and A323, the Annual Average Daily Flow (AADF) appears to 

have little or no growth from 2000. Sample checks have been made of the DfT traffic 

survey sites in Guildford and a similar pattern can be found. This would appear to 

suggest that the level of traffic at AADF level supports the use of 2009.  

Information on Waverley development sites and the growth rates from the 

surrounding Boroughs should have been included. In addition Woking and Mole 

Valley development should have been identified for inclusion rather than using the 

general DfT growth rate 

All growth rates sites and trip generation information should have been included in 

the report. This being said the total vehicles generated appear to be of the right 

order. 

The vehicle trip distribution adopted for this assessment followed an acceptable 

methodology for this type of strategic assessment. As this is a strategic assessment 

of a local plan, and little detail is known, only the accesses to the strategic sites 

should have been included. This would enable a more accurate assessment of the 

traffic impacts of these sites and hence would better inform the infrastructure 

assessment. It is an iterative process. Little is known as to whether the proposed 

mitigations would be sufficient to cater for current, future or future with development 

flows. 

The Level of Service assessment is an acceptable methodology in transport 

assessments and gives a comparative assessment between the 6 categories. 

The conclusion indicates that there would not be a severe impact on the highway 

network in Guildford for the local plan quantum of development and the major 



highway improvements (Highways England).  This may be true when looking at 

Guildford as a whole, however there are pockets of severe congestion problems now 

which would get far worse with development. As stated previously this should have 

been an iterative process which should have identified areas for further work and 

assessment. 

On a final note, it appears that the draft Local Plan housing numbers need the 

Highways England improvements. 


