
 

 

WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL held at The Village Hall, Theale on 
Wednesday 21st August 2019 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillors:,  Mr N Ellis (Chair), Mrs J Candy, Mrs G Cousins, Mr A Fear, Mrs S Metters,            

Mr S Thorogood, Mr P Tinney, Mrs S Worrall  
 
In Attendance: Mr. R Pring (Clerk), Cllr D Huxtable (SCC), 3 residents of Theale 

 
 

 
19.8.1. TO RECEIVE ANY APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Apologies from Cllrs Ainge, Briaris, Costello, 

Keen, Landers, Mulliner & Sampson. 
 
19.8.2. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND  DISTRICT COUNCILLORS   -   Cllr Huxtable had 

previously circulated a monthly briefing sheet which had been seen by members.  He 
reported that some road improvements had been carried out at Clewer to try and 
protect a house that was constantly being damaged by vehicles.  He noted that the 
Highways Engineer had started the process to enable the painting of double yellow 
lines in Wedmore. He was looking to establish a “Talking Café” somewhere within 
Wedmore where people could meet for a chat and discuss any social issues they were 
worried about.  The Village Agent and other professionals would be on hand to assist 
and he was looking for suitable venues. Funding was available to set up the scheme. 
The Clerk would forward him any information that members submitted.   

 
 

19.8.3. TO RECORD ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None 
 

 

19.8.4.      MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17TH JULY 2019.  
RESOLVED: that the Chairman be authorised to sign the minut es as a correct record of 
the previous meeting. 

 
19.8.5.      PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – Mr Nick Avery asked if the Council would make its usual grant 

towards the running costs of the Theale Flower Show ?  The Clerk said this would have to be 
discussed at the next meeting and the Chairman suggested a grant was possible based on 
last year’s application. He also asked if a street sign for Yeo Moor Drove could be obtained ? 
There would need to be some discussion with local residents as to where it could be fixed so 
he would make further enquiries.  The Clerk said this was a County Highways matter that 
would need further discussion. 

  
19.8.6.      MATTERS ARISING – 

 
a. Update on disabled access at the Council Rooms - The Chairman said that the architect 

was meeting a structural engineer next week to look at the possible safety implications of 
a neighbouring wall.  The property concerned was on the market and he didn’t want the 
Council to become embroiled in any issues that could affect the sale.  A tender 
document would be released as soon as possible 

b. Update on internal refurbishments at the Council Rooms – The Chairman informed 
members that the interior work had been completed except for some minor repairs and 
painting which he would undertake. 

   
19.8.7.      FINANCIAL MATTERS  

a) Audit of accounts 24 th June 2019 to 24 th July 2019 – Cllr Metters and Cllr Sampson 
reported that all was in order.  
 
 
b) Accounts for Payment  – as per the following list 
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Payment 
 

Payee 
 

Details 
 

Amount 

BACS Sdedgemoor CAB Grant towards running costs £50.00 
BACS Blackford V. Hall Hire charge for 2 meetings £36.00 
BACS Water2Business Water rates Council Rooms £55.45 
BACS R A Parsons Hedge cutting at allotments and car park £370.80 
BACS A Cahill Fit new flooring Council Rooms £1944.80 
BACS Royal Mail Business reply service for wellbeing brochures £600.00 

BACS Water2Business Water rates allotments £256.70 
BACS Water2Business Water rates at toilets £278.75 
BACS EDF Energy Electricity at toilets £11.06 
BACS Gerald Hellier Supply metal legs for noticeboard £140.00 
BACS Wedmore Play 

Fields 
Final grant towards car park resurfacing £5000.00 

BACS Clarity Copiers Photocopy costs £17.54 
BACS Sedgemoor DC Empty dog bins at car park and play areas £390.00 
BACS Water2Business Water rates cemetery £26.99 
DD Mainstream Line rental and phone calls £65.57 
BACS Plexus Media Website hosting £29.95 
BACS Alex Silk Clean toilets at Playing Fields  (12 weeks) £360.00 
BACS Rapide Systems Stationery £40.88 
BACS W Jackson Hedge cutting and grass cutting £1043.00 
BACS D Summers-

Cooke 
Lock and clean toilets & consumables £204.20 

BACS R Pring Clerk’s expenses £23.22 
BACS Mrs R Stevens Clean Council Rooms £25.00 

 
19.8.8  TO CONSIDER REPLACEMENT  OF THE BARRIER  AT THE CAR PARK,  WORTHINGTON CLOSE. -  
The Clerk reported that the present barrier had not worked for almost 12 months.  It had been 
inspected by the Electric Gate Company, Cheddar who said that it was obsolete and 
dangerous and in need of replacement.  It was almost 20 years old.  The original planning 
consent requires a barrier to be installed for the safety of residents. Proposed by Cllr Ellis and 
seconded by Cllr Worrall that a replacement barrier be purchased at a cost of £3290 plus vat.  
The Chairman suggested this would be covered by the compensation payment agreed with 
Blue Cedar Homes.  The members agreed with the proposal. 
 
 
19.8.9  TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON ANY GREEN ISSUES – Cllr Thorogood.referred to the “Green 
Charter” previously circulated to members.  He was prepared to propose its adoption and 
speak to some local traders to gauge support.  The Chairman seconded his proposition and 
members agreed to support the Green Charter which Cllr Thorogood would continue to 
progress.  
 

              19.8.10  TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FOR A GRANT FROM THREE C’S HARVEST HOME -  The Clerk  
read a request from the 3C’s Harvest Home Committee to make a grant towards the Childrens’ Tea 
Party.  The event was celebrating 40 years on September 6th.  Proposed by Cllr Worral and 
seconded by Cllr Fear that £200 be awarded andf this was agreed by the members. 

 
19.8.11  TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON RESURFACING COMBE LANE  – Cllr Candy reported that she 
had been in discussion with some contractors to part tarmac Combe Lane, filling in potholes, 
building speed humps and improving the entrance to the Scout Hut and Allotments.  There 
was no doubt that traffic had greatly increased over the years, mainly due to various functions 
taking place in the Scout Hut and this was having a detrimental effect on the surface of the 
lane.  She produced photographic evidence of some of the issues.  Proposed by Cllr Candy 
that the Council accept the quotation from Mr A. Chambers for £2776.00 plus VAT.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Cousins and agreed. 

 
19.8.12  TO CONSIDER  PURCHASING CHRISTMAS  LIGHTS FOR THE BOROUGH / CHURCH STREET, 
WEDMORE – Cllr Metters had previously circulated a report by Cllr Briaris concerning the 
purchasing and erecting of three strings of Christmas lights in The Borough and Church Street 
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part of the village.  The cost was estimated at £5000.  The supplier would also take down and 
put up the lights in subsequent years at a cost of £1000 per visit..  The Chairman said that 
while he was generally in favour of the suggestion he felt traders should also be asked to 
make serious financial contributions as the lights would attract visitors and hopefully add to 
local business. There were concerns expressed by some members of the proposed ongoing 
costs to the parish.  The Clerk as Responsible Finance Officer said that a grant could only be 
made to an organisaton, not to an individual and he couldn’t allow the Council to collect and 
bank donations in its own bank account.  It was suggested that Wedmore by Lamplight 
Committee should be asked to coordinate the project and collect any donations from traders. 
After a lengthy discussion members agreed to defer this until the next meeting.  In the 
meantime Cllr Metters would make further enquiries re funding and Cllr Worrall offered to help 
with the project. 
 
19.8.13  TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE TO MERGE THE THE THREE PLAY AREA COMMITTEES - Cllr 
Costello was absent but had arranged to hold a meeting of the newly formed committee in 
September.` 
 
19.8.14  TO CONSIDER A REQUEST TO PAY PART COSTS OF A DEFIBRILLATOR  AT THE WEDMORE 

PLAYING  FIELDS  – The Clerk read a letter from Dave Ash, Treasurer of WPFMC asking the 
Council to part fund a defibrillator at the new pavilion.  The request was for £900.  A lengthy 
discussion took place and members generally felt that the Council had already made some 
large contributions towards the new pavilion and the car park resurfacing and some felt that a 
further £900 was excessive. Members wanted to know about ongoing maintenance costs etc. 
It was agreed to defer the request until the next meeting for more information to be obtained 
from Mr Ash. 
 
19.8.15  TO CONSIDER A PAY INCREASE FOR THE CARETAKER  AT THE PUBLIC  TOILETS -  The Clerk 
had received a request from Mr Summers-Cooke who was responsible for cleaning and 
locking the toilets in The Borough, for a £5 per week pay increase.  There had not been an 
increase for over three years and the increase would raise his pay to £220 per month.  
Proposed by Cllr Cousins and seconded by Cllr Worral that the pay increase be awarded and 
this was approved by the members. 

 
 

19.8.16    ISSUES AND QUESIONS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS  – The Chairman would meet with Will 
Jackson to discuss grass cutting at the cemetery.  The splay at Combe Batch would 
commence next week with possible traffic lights for 5 weeks.  Cllr Tinney wanted advice re a 
dangerous drain cover in Stoughton.  The Clerk would ask Richard Dunn at SDC to contact 
him. Cllr Cousins reported dog fouling in a footpath off Combe Batch.  This would be passed 
to the SDC dog warden.  Cllr Candy and Cllr Keen were suggesting some improvements at 
the allotments.  Cllr Candy reported that the diversionary footpath at Cross Farm was 
unsuitable to use due to high vegetation.  She would take this up with Cllr Costello.  Cllr 
Thorogood reported that Jake Taylor, Footpaths Officer at SCC would be speaking at the next 
Green Group meeting on Sepotember 2nd.  He also informed members about a post code 
locator, Dorset Explorer. 

 
 
 

19.8.17  CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 
Item 

 
From Whom  

 
Subject  

a SCC Road closure Mutton Lane 20 August for 3 days.  Western 
Power 

b Avon & Som Police Local crime report 
c Somerset Waste Monthly briefing sheet (circulated) 

 
 
 
19.8.18    COMMITTEE REPORTS 

• Cemetery – Hedge cutting required and a demarcation area be considered between the car park 
and grassed area 

• Facilities Allotments & Footpaths - Nil 
• Finance & General Purposes - Nil 
• Housing – Nil 
• Highways, Car Park & Brook – Nil 
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• Planning – Meeting Wednesday 28th August 
 
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON COMMITTEES 

• IOW News –  Three years of the magazine were being bound for retention in the 
Council Rooms  

• Play Areas - Nil 
• SALC –  Nil 
• Wedmore Playing Fields Management – Nil  
• Village Halls – An architect was looking at some building issues at Theale 
• Twinning – Reception held last week attended by 2 Councillors 

 
 

 
 

 
 
19.8.19     MATTERS OF REPORT AND ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING –  

 
(a).  Chairman – Nil  
(b)    Clerk – Nil 
(c)   Members – Nil 
 
 
 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 9.05pm 
 


