
 

 

WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL held at The Council Rooms, Grants Lane, 
Wedmore on Wednesday 18th September 2019 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillors:,  Mr N Ellis (Chair), Mr M Ainge, Mr D Briaris, Mrs J Candy, Mrs G Cousins, 

Mrs J Keen, Mr A Landers,  Mrs S Metters, Mrs E Mulliner, Mrs L Sampson.                  
Mr S Thorogood,   

 
In Attendance: Mr. R Pring (Clerk), Mr M Fulford, Mr D Ash 

 
 

 
19.9.1. TO RECEIVE ANY APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Apologies from Cllrs Costello, Fear, Tinney, 
Worrall,    D Huxtable (SCC) 

 
19.9.2. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS   -   The Clerk read a report 
from Cllr Costello.  The Blackford Brook had been inspected by Richard Dunn, SDC Drainage 
Officer and the vegetation was not causing water flow issues.  The Contractor would be carrying 
out the clean-up operation during October as planned maintenance. Cllr Costello was holding 
an inaugural play area committee meeting on Sunday 22nd September. 

 
19.9.3. TO RECORD ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None 

 
 

19.9.4.      MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 21ST AUGUST 2019.  
RESOLVED: that the Chairman be authorised to sign the minut es as a correct record of 
the previous meeting. 

 
19.9.5.      PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – Nil  

  
19.9.6.      MATTERS ARISING – The Chairman advised that there had been an unplanned road closure of 

The Lerburne over the weekend by Cross Farm contractors which had caused severe 
hindrance to locals  The PC had not been informed.  He had been in contact with the site 
manager and this will not occur again without due notice.  Cllr Briaris had previously circulated 
an updated report on SID readings 

 
19.9.7.      FINANCIAL MATTERS  

a) Audit of accounts 24 th July 2019 to 24 th August 2019 – Cllr Metters and Cllr Sampson 
reported that all was in order.  
 
 
b) Accounts for Payment  – as per the following list 

 
 
 

Payment 
 

Payee 
 

Details 
 

Amount 

BACS Theale Village Hall Hire charge for Council meeting £16.00 
BACS BWW Printers Print Wellbeing brochures for N Plan Committee £1095.00 
BACS Twinning Assoc. Grant towards reception for French visitors £200.00 
BACS B & B Architects Professional services disabled access etc. £1126.22 
BACS B & B Architects Professional services possible car park extension £477.00 
BACS EDF Energy Electricity at toilets £13.40 

BACS Clarity Copiers Photocopy charges £8.18 
BACS M Isgar Repair bench Cheddar Road` £150.00 
BACS M Isgar Repair noticeboard West End £150.00 
DD Mainstream Phone calls August £1.26 
DD Mainstream Broadband £54.00 
BACS PKF Littlejohn Annual accounts audit fee   £360.00 
BACS Groundwork UK Repay unused N Plan grant £179.30 
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BACS Electric Gate Co Replace barrier at car park £3948.00 
BACS B & B architects Further advice re car park and disabled access £358.51 
BACS Mrs R Stevens Clean Council Rooms £25.00 
BACS R Pring Clerk’s expenses £16.20 
BACS D Summers-

Cooke 
Clean & lock toilets £265.00 

BACS W Jackson Grasscutting, highway and Brook works £1152.00 
 
19.9.8  TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON GREEN ISSUES – Cllr Thorogood had completed the update of 
the adopted “Green Charter” using the Langport Town Council model.  It was with the Clerk for 
checking and would then be circulated to members for agreement at the next meeting.  A 
Repair Café was being held in the village hall on 28th September and a Freecycle event in the 
car park on 13th October.  The zero carbon report for Wedmore was nearing completion and a 
Climate Summit would be held on a date to be advised.  The Health & Wellbeing event was 
scheduled for 12th October at various venues and a talk had been given by an employee of 
Frome Town Council who had raised £300k for sustainability projects. 

 
19.9.9  TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION FROM MARTIN FULFORD – “MENS  SHED PROJECT”–  Mr Fulford 
gave an excellent presentation with a view to  establishing  a “Mens’ Shed” within the 
Axbridge/Wedmore area.  Others were being successfully run in Street and at Burnham-on-
Sea.  Groups of men were getting together on a regular basis and taking part in repair 
workshops and using other skills as part of a “wellbeing” project.  Mr Fulford said there was a 
need for “new build” or pre-fab workshop with social space, kitchen and toilets.  He outlined 
the sorts of activities and skills that would be undertaken.  Funding of £30k would be needed 
as a start-up and the challenge for everyone was to find a location with a long lease.  He 
hoped that members would give the matter some thought so that his wish could come to 
fruition.  After several questions from Councillors, Mr Fulford was thanked by the Chairman for 
his presentation.  
 

              19.9.10  TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE  ON PURCHASING CHRISTMAS LIGHTS  FOR THE BROUGH/CHURCH  

STREET AREA  -  Cllr Metters informed members that following the last meeting she had purchased 
three strings of lights at a cost of £5,500.00.  She had already received sponsorship from local 
people and was hoping to raise £4k towards the total cost.  It was hoped the lights would go up 
around 29th October. Cllr Briaris explained that the wires across the road would be permenent and 
could be used for other village events to be advertised.  A local company would be employed to put 
up and take down the lights annually but without any ongoing costs to the Council.  Cllr Metters 
asked if the Council would be prepared to pay the bill and claim back the VAT.  The Clerk explained 
that this was possible if an invoice was made out to Wedmore Parish Council.  He also felt that the 
Council would be taking over ownership of the lights.  Cllr Metters said this would not be the case.  
However if the Council wished to make a contribution towards the purchase it would be appreciated.  
Cllr Keen felt that the outlying parts of the parish were always missing out on matters such as this.  
Cllr Cousins proposed and Cllr Candy seconded that £500 be contributed towards the cost of the 
lights and this was carried by a majority of the members.  (Clerk’s note…as the Council is not 
permitted to make a grant to an individual, the lig hts can be paid for by the Council, VAT 
reclaimed and then gifted to local businesses to us e as they wish with one of the Councillors 
assuming responsibility for their future useage)  

 
19.9.11  TO CONSIDER MAKING  A GRANT TO THEALE  FLOWER SHOW – The Clerk reported that £150 
had been given in previous years.  Proposed by  Cllr Metters, seconded by Cllr Sampson that 
a grant of £150 be made to Theale Flower Show towards running costs.  This was agreed. 

 
19.9.12  TO CONSIDER  MAKING  A GRANT TOWARDS “WARMER  WEDMORE”  PROJECT – The 
Chairman explained that SHAL, a Bridgwater based housing association had accepted 
responsibility for 4 vacant houses in the parish and were intending to upgrade them with 
various energy saving items such as insulation, lighting etc.  They would then be suitable for 
use by 4 families.  It was proposed by Cllr Keen , seconded by Cllr Cousins that £500 of CIL 
money be given to this project via Green Wedmore who were closely associated with the 
project.  This was agreed by the members.  
 

 
19.9.13  TO CONSIDER A REQUEST TO PAY PART COSTS OF A DEFIBRILLATOR  AT THE WEDMORE 

PLAYING  FIELDS  – Following the last meeting, Mr David Ash, Treasurer of WPFMC attended the 
meeting to explain that the lease of the defibrillator at the Sports Ground had expired and a 
new one would cost about £1800.00 which would cover maintenance, insurance and training 
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for the next four years.  He was asking the Council to contribute half of the costs.  Proposed 
by Cllr Keen , seconded by Cllr Landers that £900 be contributed from CIL money towards the 
equipment.  This was agreed by the members. 
 
19.9.14  TO APPROVE LATEST  CHANGES TO MEMBERS’  CODE OF CONDUCT DOCUMENT -  The Clerk 
reported that NALC had recently updated its own code of conduct and was advising member 
Councils to follow suit, using its own as a template.  The Clerk said that the changes were 
fairly minor such as not expecting a Councillor to retire from a meeting at which an interest 
was under discussion but merely to refrain from entering the discussion or voting.  Other 
matters related to interests belonging to same-sex partners or persons living together to be 
disclosed. Proposed by Cllr Metters and sceonded by Cllr Ellis that the Parish Council’s Code 
of Conduct be updated and placed on the Council website.  This was agreed by the members. 

 
 

19.9.15    ISSUES AND QUESIONS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS  – Cllr Keen said that a Health & Safety 
video concerning the dangers of construction sites had been shown at Hugh Sexey Academy.  
She also asked that white lines be reinstated at Quab Lane/ Snipefield Lane.  Cllr Mulliner 
reported that an accident had occurred earlier at Heath House crossroads possibly due to 
poor white lining.  The Clek said that he was already aware and had reported it to Highways. 
She also gave details of an event on 9th October at the Swan Hotel when a member of 
Martock Town Council would be talking about “The Power of Parishes” and the various 
projects undertaken within their area. Cllr Landers referred to the planning application for the 
Panborough Inn to be reverted back to a domestic dwelling.  He felt the village had not been 
properly informed of the proposal.  The Clerk advised him of the planning process and that it 
was on the agenda for discussion at next week’s Planning Committee meeting.  Anyone 
wishing to comment should do so on the SDC website.  The Clerk said that he had received a 
letter from Jacky Farley wishing to be co-opted onto the Council as the third Theale 
representative.  He had met Mrs Farley earlier and she was well known to several members.  
He would include the co-option on the next agenda so that if members agreed she could be 
formally co-opted  in November. 

 
 
 

19.9.17  CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 
Item 

 
From Whom  

 
Subject  

a Simon Hann Letter of thanks for grant from Twinning Association 
b SCC Grants available for grass-roots action projects 
c Sedgemoor Police Area newsletter 
d Cllr D Huxtable New school buses (circulated) 
e SCC Road closure Dandos Lane/Mudgley Rd 21 October 12 

days 
f SCC Road closure Blackford Moor Lane 28 October for 1 day 

 
 
 
19.9.18    COMMITTEE REPORTS 

• Cemetery – Hedge cutting along the top wall completed.  Weed removal needed in the G of R 
and around top gates.. 

• Facilities Allotments & Footpaths – Cllr Thorogood mentioned the “Adopt a Footpath” scheme 
• Finance & General Purposes - Nil 
• Housing – Nil 
• Highways, Car Park & Brook – Chairman reported Brook clearance work by Will Jackson 
• Planning – Meeting Wednesday 25th September 

 
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON COMMITTEES 

• IOW News –  Nil  
• Play Areas – Inaugural meeting Sunday 22nd September 
• SALC –  Nil 
• Wedmore Playing Fields Management – Nil  
• Village Halls – Nil 
• Twinning – Nil 
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19.9.19     MATTERS OF REPORT AND ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING –  

 
(a).  Chairman – Nil  
(b)    Clerk – Nil 
(c)   Members – Nil 
 
 
 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 9.07pm 
 


