
 

 

WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL held at The Council Rooms, Grants Lane, 
Wedmore on Wednesday 16th October 2019 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillors:,  Mr N Ellis (Chair), Mrs J Candy, Mrs P Costello, Mrs G Cousins, Mr A Fear, 

Mrs J Keen,  Mr A Landers,  Mrs E Mulliner,  Mr S Thorogood,  Mr P Tinney,                
Mrs S Worrall 

 
In Attendance: Mr. R Pring (Clerk), Cllr D Huxtable (SCC), Mr Ben Stevens (Gigaclear) 

 
 

 
19.10.1. TO RECEIVE ANY APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Apologies from Cllrs Ainge, Briaris, Metters, 
Sampson 

 
19.10.2. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS   -   Cllr Huxtable reported that 
he was meeting with representatives of the Wedmore Wellbeing event soon and although he 
had not been able to attend the recent event he had heard positive reports. The Chairman 
added that the event in the village had been well attended.  Councillors expressed concerns 
over the planned closure of Dandos Lane and Mudgley Road for maintenance work and felt the 
diversions to be put in place would cause extra difficulties for motorists.  Cllr Huxtable agreed to 
look into the matter. Cllr Costello reported that she had been in communication with the 
Highways department concerning road markings at Heath House and several blocked drains 
around the parish. Blackford Brook had been inspected and would be subject of planned 
maintenance in the near future.  She gave details of other meetings attended at Sedgemoor 
together with a recent village event hosted by the Lib Dems.  

 
19.10.3. TO RECORD ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None 

 
 

19.10.4.      MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18TH SEPTEMBER  2019. Cllr Landers asked 
that as Cllr Metters had agreed to underwrite the cost of installing Christmas lights in The 
Borough and Church Street, this should be included in the minutes. 
RESOLVED: that the Chairman be authorised to sign the minut es as a correct record of 
the previous meeting. 

 
19.10.5.      PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – Nil  

  
19.10.6.      MATTERS ARISING – Combe Lane resurfacing update -  Cllr Candy reported that resurfacing 

work would commence on November 12th and the lane would be closed for 24 hours.  All 
users had been informed and speed hump signage ordered. 

 
19.10.7.      FINANCIAL MATTERS  

a) Audit of accounts 24 th August 2019  to 24 th September 2019    - Cllr Metters and Cllr 
Sampson reported that all was in order.  
 
 
b) Accounts for Payment  – as per the following list 

 
 
 

Payment 
 

Payee 
 

Details 
 

Amount 

BACS Wedmore Play 
Fields 

Payment of half cost of defibrillator £900.00 

BACS Theale Flower 
Show 

Grant towards running costs £150.00 

BACS Green Wedmore Grant towards “Warm Wedmore” project £500.00 
BACS Sedgemoor DC Empty dog and litter bins £599.36 
BACS Sedgemoor DC Clerk’s salary contributions £9800.00 
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BACS Post & Wicket Clean toilets at playing fields £120.00 

BACS ECL Provide supplies for Wellbeing event £24.78 
BACS EDF Energy Electricity at toilets £8.14 
BACS Cheddar Signs Banner for Wellbeing event £87.00 
BACS Clarity Copiers Photocopy charges £7.96 
BACS Carter Jonas Annual rent access to car park (Wells Almshouses) £75.00 
DD Mainstream Phone calls September £2.38 
BACS Rapide Systems Stationery etc £34.03 
BACS Somerset CC New street light Mudgley Road £2277.50 
BACS Sharp Records Posters for Wellbeing event £82.80 
BACS EDF Energy Electricity at toilets £78.21 
BACS Mrs R Stevens Clean Council Rooms £25.00 
BACS R Pring Clerk’s expenses £45.50 
BACS W Jackson Grasscutting and highways works £821.00 

 
19.10.8  TO RECEIVE AN  UPDATE ON GREEN ISSUES AND TO ADOPT THE GREEN CHARTER AS 

CIRCULATED   – Cllr Thorogood gave details of upcoming events being organised by Green 
Wedmore including a village “tidy-up” and a free-cycle event.  The tennis club were 
experimenting with a new type of battery lighting.  The zero carbon report showed that a 
reduction of 40% is possible  and zero carbon could be achieved by 2030. Steve Mewes had 
stood down as Chair of the Green Wedmore group and the position had been  filled by 
Vanessa Becker-Hughes. The Green Charter had been proof read and circulated and he felt it 
needed more time to be considered by Councillors before implementation.  He suggested 
establishing a “Green Committee” as a sub-committee of the Parish Council and this was 
agreed in principle by the Chairman. 

 
19.10.9  TO RECEIVE AN  UPDATE FROM GIGACLEAR  -  Ben Stevens from Gigaclear updated 
members on the current state of his company’s activities.  Members were already aware that 
their contract had been terminated  but Mr Stevens pointed out that Gigaclear had already 
made a £20m investment and were now in a more flexible position to carry out further work.  
He was hoping that the work already done would be going live by the end of November.  Mr 
Stevens was thanked by the Chairman for his attendance and presentation.  
 

              19.10.10  TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FOR A SCOUT HUT DIRECTION SIGN IN COMBE LANE  – The Clerk 
reported that Bill Belshaw, Scout Leader had requested to put a direction sign for the Scout Hut at 
the entrance to Combe Lane.  He displayed an example of the proposed sign.  This was agreed by 
the members.  

 
19.10.11  TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FOR A LICENCE  UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003 AT MOWBARTON  

ESTATE, MUDGLEY  -  The Clerk said he had received a request for comments on a licencing 
application in respect of Mowbarton Estate, Mudgley, a local wine producer.  The licence 
would enable the producers to sell their own wine from their premises in the village.  Members 
agreed to raise no objection to the proposal. 
 
19.10.12 TO CONSIDER CO-OPTING A NEW COUNCILLOR  - The Clerk reported that he had received 
an application from Mrs Jacky Farley of Bagley to serve as a Parish Councillor representing 
the Theale Ward.  This would result in a full compliment of Councillors.  Her CV etc. had 
already been circulated to members and she had supplied details of the various committees 
she would like to serve on. Members agreed to co-opt Mrs Farley and she would be officially 
welcomed at the November meeting. 

 
 

19.10.13    ISSUES AND QUESIONS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS  – Cllr Thorogood submitted a letter 
he and many others had recently received from the Vicar of Wedmore concerning the poor 
attendance and ongoing maintenance issues at Theale Church.  There was a possibility that 
the church would have to close due to falling numbers and an ageing population.  A meeting 
was being held on 21st November to consider the issues.  The Clerk reported that Will Jackson 
had recently mown the churchyard at cost to the Parish Council with a view to helping a team 
of volunteers to take up the challenge to keep the grounds manageable in the future. Cllr 
Mulliner reported various issues concerning the safe transportation of children to Sexeys 
School, car parking, pedestrians crossing etc.  She was hoping that some funding might be 
available to help with the projects.  The Clerk reported that he had been in contact with the 
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school Business Manager and had asked her to submit a business plan that could be 
considered when CIL money became available.Cllr Cousins asked that these matters be 
placed on the agenda for the next meeting..  Cllr Landers reported that the recent planning 
application for the Panborough Inn had been withdrawn. Cllr Worrall was visiting a resident in 
Plud Street complaining about security fencing on the Strongvox site at the rear of his 
property.  Cllr Mulliner reported that lorries accessing the sites on Blackford Road were 
causing chaos at school collection times.  The Clerk would raise this with the Planning Officer. 
Cllr Tinney asked about the current planning application at Paradise Barton.  The Clerk said 
he would check and report back to Cllr Tinney. Cllr Worrall gave details of the recent Cluster 
Group meeting she attended.   

 
 
 

19.10.14  CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 
Item 

 
From Whom  

 
Subject  

a Cllr D Huxtable Briefing sheet for October 
b SCC Road closure, Church Street 11 November 2 days. 
c SCC Road closure Clewer 4 November for 6 days 
d Cllr D Huxtable Winter gritting programme 

 
 
 
19.9.18    COMMITTEE REPORTS 

• Cemetery – Complaint received that the flower beds at the Garden of Remembrance were 
encroaching back on the first row of graves.  Will Jackson had been instructed to realign the 
beds. Paths and GOR have been treated for weeds 

• Facilities Allotments & Footpaths – Nil 
• Finance & General Purposes - Nil 
• Housing – Nil 
• Highways, Car Park & Brook – Chairman updated members on future plans for the car park 
• Planning – Meeting Wednesday 23rd October 

 
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON COMMITTEES 

• IOW News –  More magazine binding had been completed. 
• Play Areas – Inaugural meeting held and a strong and enthusiastic committee now in 

place 
• SALC –  Nil 
• Wedmore Playing Fields Management – Nil  
• Village Halls – New security lights installed at Blackford.  Theale were considering a 

comprehensive report from an architect re maintenance work required.  Possibility of 
a Theale Festival in May. 

• Twinning – Nil 
 

 
 
 

 
 
19.9.19     MATTERS OF REPORT AND ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING –  

 
(a).  Chairman – Nil  
(b)    Clerk – Nil 
(c)   Members – CIL payments, Blackford School traffic/safety issues 
 
 
 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 8.56pm 
 


