
 

 

WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL held at The Council Rooms, Grants Lane, 
Wedmore on Wednesday 20th November 2019 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillors:,  Mr N Ellis (Chair), Mr D Briaris, Mrs J Candy, Mrs P Costello,                  

Mrs G Cousins, Mr A Fear, Mrs J Farley, Mrs S Metters,  Mr S Thorogood, Mrs S Worrall 
 
In Attendance: Mr. R Pring (Clerk), Mr P Brown, Mrs C Butterworth, Mrs E Gillibrand, Mr P Tatterton 

 
 

 
19.11.1. The Chairman welcomed Cllr Jacky Farley to the Council.  She signed the Declaration 
of Office Register and was introduced to the members. 

 
19.11.2. TO RECEIVE ANY APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Apologies from Cllrs Keen, Landers, Mulliner, 
Sampson and Tinney and Cllr D Huxtable (SCC) 

 
19.11.3. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS   -   Cllr Costello gave details of 
meetings that she had chaired and attended at Sedgemoor, including an RLT funding 
committee that had given £27k to Wedmore Playing Fields Management Committee. In her role 
as one of the custodians of Ashton windmill, she reported that the committee were looking for 
more volunteers so that the mill could continue to open during the summer months.  

 
19.11.4. TO RECORD ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None 

 

19.11.5.  MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 16TH OCTOBER  2019. – RESOLVED: that the 
Chairman be authorised to sign the minutes as a cor rect record of the previous 
meeting.  

 
19.11.6.      PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – Nil  

  
19.11.7.      MATTERS ARISING – Nil. 

 
19.11.8.      FINANCIAL MATTERS  

a) Audit of accounts 24 th September 2019 to 24 th October    - Cllr Metters and Cllr 
Sampson reported that all was in order.  
 
 
b) Accounts for Payment  – as per the following list 

 
 
 

Payment 
 

Payee 
 

Details 
 

Amount 

BACS Cheddar Signs Road hump signs for Combe Lane £132.00 
BACS RBL Poppy Fund Donation to Meare Fund for large street poppies £200.00 
BACS RBL Poppy Fund Donation for wreath at church service £50.00 
BACS C & T 

Maintenance 
Reconfigure heating system and check outside electrical 
fault 

£30.00 

BACS EDF Energy Electricity at toilets £10.98 
BACS Festivelighting Co. Purchase Christmas street lights (Re-paid by traders) £3091.80 

BACS Soc. Council 
Clerks 

Annual subscription £175.00 

DD Mainstream Phone calls and line rentals £64.93 
BACS Sedgemoor DC Empty bins the Borough , play areas and car park £585.32 
BACS Mrs R Stevens Clean Council Rooms £25.00 
BACS W Jackson Grasscutting, highways and cemetery work £1046.00 
BACS R Pring Clerk’s expenses £39.11 
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BACS D Summers-
Cooke 

Lock and clean toilets £275.00 

 
19.11.9  TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL  FUNDING FOR THE SPORTS PAVILION  AND  AN  

EXPLANATION  OF THE CIL  PAYMENT SYSTEM. –  Mr Pete Brown, B & B architects, outlined the 
procedure and what the money can be spent on.  As a result of having a neighbourhood plan 
the Parish Council receive 25% of all CIL payments received by Sedgemoor from developers.   
On average this amounted to £4k per dwelling.  He suggested that £900 from every £4k 
received should be set aside for sports facilities and a similar amount for play areas.  The total 
funds had to be spent on community projects and associated infrastructure.  As the main 
fundraiser for the sports pavilion he reported that the Management Committee needed a 
further £129k to complete the first floor of the pavilion which would include meeting rooms and 
skittle alleys.  Cllr Worrall said there was also a need for a Youth Club to be set up and meet 
and it would be a useful facility for ventures such as that. Mr Brown said that the Young 
Farmers needed somewhere away from the main bar area downstairs.  Ideally he hoped the 
PC would make a grant of £25k.  The Chairman said that as the pavilion was a commercial 
venture, who would benefit from additional funding to which Mr Brown replied the 
Management Committee which was a registered charity.  Cllr Cousins suggested that the 
request be referred to the Finance Committee who could consider a programme of spending 
and this was agreed. 

 
19.11.10  TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE WELLBEING  EVENT – Cathy Butterworth and Eileen 
Gillibrand reported on the Wellbeing event held recently at various halls in the village.  The 
feedback had been very positive.  They would continue to publicise matters in the IOW News 
and on the IOW website.  They wanted to update the directory that had been sent to every 
household and estimated the costs as being £1600 plus delivery.  This would be considered at 
a future date.  The PC agreed to support any further annual events similar to that held this 
year. They had recently met with Cllr Huxtable who was interested in setting up a “Talking 
Café” in Wedmore and would fund the project with £1000.  They were making further 
enquiries.  Cllr Costello commented that she had recently tried to set up a Well Woman clinic 
in conjunction with the local surgery but had received no response fro the medical centre. Mrs 
Butterworth said that they were still working towards making Wedmore a “dementia friendly 
viillage” and would report back on progress in February.  
 

              19.11.11  SPEEDING TRAFFIC, WELLS  ROAD, THEALE  -   Cllr. Thorogood expressed his concerns 
about the speed of traffic along the Wells Road at Theale.  Cllr Briaris said that the SID was currently 
on Cheddar Road and would be shortly moved to Pilcorn Street but that he would meet with Ward 
Councillors to look at suitable locations in Theale where the device could be used.  

 
19.11.12  TO CONSIDER ANY GREEN ISSUES -  Cllr Thorogood gave details of recent events 
including a repair café and a freecycle event held in the village.  A village “tidy up” was being 
held on 24th November.  The next meeting of the Green Group was on 2nd December and 
would be a discussion on local food cooperatives.  The Group were also considering the 
possiblity of a  car share scheme and were promoting a sustainable electricty company called 
“Bulb” who were making a financial contributiion to the group based on introductions.  . 
 
19.11.13 TO CONSIDER SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS AND ASSOCIATED  MATTERS - Cllr. Cousins 
reminded members that the Neighbourhood Plan had flagged up a need for safe routes and 
crossings at the First School and at Sexeys School.  There was a need for individual 
Councillors to co-ordinate their actions so that the whole Council was aware of what was 
already being looked at.  There was no free school transport for any child living within 3 miles 
of school which resulted in severe traffic congestion each day especially in Blackford when 
parents collect or drop off at school.  She then introduced Mr Paul Tatterton, Headteacher at 
Sexeys School.  Mr Tatterton said that a place on a schooll bus cost £740 per pupil per year 
and there was bus coming through Wedmore on a daily basis that was only half-full.  He was 
hoping the Governors would write to the authority to see if more use could be made of this bus 
in order to ease traffic congestion.  He hoped the Council would support them. He was also 
concerned about the safety of cyclists coming to school from Wedmore.  The Blackford Road 
was not a safe road for cyclists or pedestrians. Parish Council agreed to support the school in 
looking into this.  Cllr Metters said she was trying to get permission from landowners to give 
some land that a cycle route could be built on but had opposition from one particular resident.  
Cllr Fear suggested considering following the brook which ran from Cheddar Road and came  
out opposite the school.  Cllr Costello had recently driven around the Heath House area with 
the Highways Engineer looking for suitable locations to place cycle warning signs.  Cllr 
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Cousins would look at setting up a small committee to look at safe routes for both schools to 
include Pilcorn Street that Cllr Briaris was currently looking at.  
 
19.11.14.  YELLOW LINES IN WEDMORE  – Cllr Briaris asked that when the lines were painted in 
the new year, consideration be given to extending them back from the village hall as the cars 
coming round the bend are at risk of being involved in a collison due to parked cars outside 
the hall. Cllr Costello would discuss this with the Highways Engineer. 
 
19.11.15.  BURIAL GRANTS  – The Clerk reported that it was customary at this time of the year 
to give a grant of £100 to local churches for churchyard maintenance.  Proposed by Cllr 
Thorogood and seconded by Cllr Metters that grants be made and this was agreed.   
 
19.11.16.  TO APPROVE CHANGE OF WORDING IN THE BURIAL REGULATIONS  – The Clerk reported 
that due to a change in legislation earlier this year, the Government had set up a fund of 
£1.5m to pay for child burials across the country.  A child being under the age of 18 years old.  
Whilst Wedmore did not charge for child burials, the regulations referred to a “child” as being 
“under 12 months old”.  This needed to be amended to “eighteen years old”.  Proposed by Cllr 
Ellis and seconded by Cllr Briaris that the regulations be amended and this was agreed. 

 
 

19.11.17    ISSUES AND QUESIONS RAISED  BY COUNCILLORS  – Cllr Thorogood reported on the 
recent funeral of a well known Theale resident, Mary Clarke.  Her family were responsible for 
setting up the annual Theale Flower Show.  Cllr Metters thanked the Chairman for putting up 
the large street poppies which had been well received within the Parish. Cllr Ellis said they 
would be taken down this weekend.  Cllr Cousins said that following a letter of complaint 
concerning a flower and shrub bed at the cemetery encroaching on nearby graves, 
measurements had been taken and all shrubs and trees in the bed had to be removed and the 
bed restored to grass.  Unfortunately one resident had planted a Cypress tree in the bed 
which was now 5 feet high.  She was very upset at the thought of it being removed so Cllr 
Cousins was asking the Council for help. It was thought that perhapos the tree could be 
replanted in another part of the cemetery but this was not agreeable to the resident in 
question. It was agreed to get a specialist to look at getting the tree re-planted and some of 
the Councilloirs would discuss the matter again with the resident.  Clerk’s note…on 
Thursday 21st November he met the lady in a local s hop and explained the Council’s 
decision.  The person  did not wish to have the tre e re-planted and agreed to allow the 
maintance work to go ahead and  the tree removed wi th some reluctance  

 
 
 

19.10.14  CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 
Item 

 
From Whom  

 
Subject  

a Phil Butterworth Thanks for donation Theale Flower Show 
b SCC Somerset’s climate energy strategy 
c Avon & Som Police Monthly crime report 
d SCC Super Broadband consultation 
e Cllr D Huxtable Monthly briefing sheet (circulated) 
f Tim Hector Thanks for donation 3C’s harvest Home 

 
 
 
19.9.18    COMMITTEE REPORTS 

• Cemetery – Nil 
• Facilities Allotments & Footpaths – Cllr Candy attended training course, rents now coming in 
• Finance & General Purposes – Meets next Thursday 28th November 
• Housing – Nil 
• Highways, Car Park & Brook – Nil 
• Planning – Meeting Thursday 28rth November 

 
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON COMMITTEES 

• IOW News –  Meeting held.  No further donations for the time being.. 
• Play Areas – Serious issues at Blackford.  Committee to rope off unsafe equipment 
• SALC –  Nil 
• Wedmore Playing Fields Management – Nil  
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• Village Halls – Wedmore AGM 12th December in Council Rooms 
• Twinning – Nil 

 
 

 
 

 
 
19.9.19     MATTERS OF REPORT AND ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING –  

 
(a).  Chairman – Nil  
(b)    Clerk – Nil 
(c)   Members – Nil 
 
 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 9.22pm 
 


