
 

 

WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL held by Zoom video-conference 
 on Wednesday 18th November 2020 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillors:  Mrs P Costello (Chair), Mrs I Beacom, Mrs G Cousins, Mr D Cox,              

Mrs J Farley,  Mrs B James-Lloyd, Mrs J Keen, Mr D Kirley,  Mr A Landers,                  
Mrs E Mulliner, Mr A Smith,  Mr S Thorogood, Mrs S Worrall  

 
In Attendance:    Mr. R Pring (Clerk), Cllr D Huxtable, Mr A Kouidri, Mr S Tannahill & Mr B Richardson 

(Strongvox) 
 
                  The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded everyone that the meeting was 

being recorded 
  
20.11.1. TO WELCOME CLLR DAVID COX TO THE COUNCIL AND TO AGREE THAT  HE MAY SIGN THE 
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE WHEN NORMAL MEETINGS RESUM E  - Cllr Costello welcomed Cllr 
Cox to the meeting and members agreed he could sign the declaration register at a later date. 

 
20.11.2. TO RECEIVE ANY APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE –  Cllrs. J Candy and P Tinney 
 
20.11.3. REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Cllr Huxtable had previously 
submitted a monthly briefing sheet to members and said that he had discussed various highway projects 
within the village and had been attending council meetings for most of the day.  Cllr Costello reported on 
meetings held at Sedgemoor including a Planning Committee meeting and a meeting of the Drainage 
Board. 

 
 
20.11.4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  – 20.11.12 Cllr Smith declared an interest in item 20.11.12 being 

a Trustee of the Village Hall  
 
20.11.5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21ST OCTOBER 2020.  RESOLVED:  THE CHAIRMAN BE   

AUTHORISED TO SIGN THE MINUTES AS A CORRECT RECORD . 
   
20.11.6.  MATTERS ARISING :-  a. Climate Fund application update.  Cllr Mulliner had previously 

circulated a paper on this matter to provide an update.   Four projects with a minimum cost of 
£5K had been identified and one of these, including EV charges to cover the whole parish, 
has been applied for. Cllr Keen had done a lot of preparatory work towards one of the projects 
around footpaths in the Parish, including being in contact with Butleigh Parish Council who 
have a “Heritage Walk” in their village and a web designer. Both Councillors have found the 
process very time consuming and difficult and they need more assistance going forward.  The 
Chair thanked both Councillors for the tremendous work they had done in submitting the 
application. Cllrs were asked if they would like to work on the 3 projects that still require a 
grant submission; Footpaths, Warmer Wedmore, Cycle path Feasibility Study .Cllr Mulliner 
confirmed that she will continue working on the cycle path feasibility submission with Cllrs 
Farley and James-Lloyd. Cllr Worrall supported this project. Cllr Cox offered to assist with the 
“Warmer Wedmore” project. Cllr Thorogood said that we should raise the profile of Theale 
Village Hall now that the Panborough Inn was being sold and that he would investigate a grant 
application. 

 
20.11.7. PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION  – Mr Kouidri, a resident of Pilcorn Street spoke against the 
proposed traffic calming measures along that road.  He was totally opposed to the proposal. 

 
20.11.8. , FINANCIAL MATTERS . 

 
a) Audit of accounts  - 25th September 2020 TO 25TH October 2020. Cllrs Keen and 

Mulliner confirmed that all was in order.   
b) Accounts for Payment  – as per the following list 
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Method 

 
Payee 

 
Details 

 
Amount 

 
BACS Sedgemoor DC Clerk’s salary £1708.12 
BACS Somerlap Replacement bench – Lascot Hill £201.95 
BACS SLCC Annual subscription (Clerk’s Association) £180.00 
BACS EDF Energy Electricity at toilets £10.30 
BACS M Isgar Collect, paint and secure bench at Lascot Hill £160.00 
BACS` HMRC Refund VAT reclaimed in error £5597.60 
BACS Shaun Thorogood Laminated footpath maps £68.80 
Cheque RBL Poppy Appeal Donation for wreath at Remembrance Day service £50.00 
BACS R Pring Clerk’s expenses £11.90 
BACS Mrs R Stevens Clean Council Rooms £25.00 
BACS D Summers-Cooke Clean and lock toilets £220.00 
DD Mainstream Phone line rental £64.98 
BACS W Jackson Grass cutting and highways works £691.00 

 
  
20.11.9. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE PILCORN STREET TRAFFIC CALMING PRO POSALS  -  Cllr Smith 

had previously circulated a paper on this topic. He said that the neighbourhood Plan 
included a traffic calming proposal for Pilcorn Street which 85.5% of those taking part had voted for.  
If the Council went against that proposal then it would be seen to be ignoring local opinion.  He 
suggested further consultation with local residents and Cllr Costello felt there needed to be more 
research carried out.  Several members had concerns about  the lack of detailed feasability and 
traffic studies.   

 
AT THIS POINT THE INTERNET CONNECTION WITH THE CLERK WAS LOST SO  

CLLR COUSINS TOOK OVER RECORDING THE MINUTES . 
 
Cllr Smith proposed that should Sedgemoor DC approve the Stage 3 application by 

Strongvox, then the Parish Council should fully support the proposal to complete a 
continuous pavement on Pilcorn Street as set out in the adopted Neighbourhood Plan.  
There were two aspects of this proposal – the first being pedestrian safety and the other was 
to moderate the traffic speeds by creating a pinchpoint at Shepherds Cottage. At the council 
houses walking in the roadway around a long blind bend was hazardous especially in poor 
visibility and in the dark.  The shorter length with no pavement in front of Shepherds Cottage 
the roadway was already very narrow acting as a pinchpoint as larger vehicles cannot pass 
cars travelling the opposite diection,  Backing up regularly occurs particularly during the 
school run period.  At other times traffic can travel at excessive speeds through this narrow 
bottleneck. Walking in the roadway here is also hazardous especially in poor weather and 
after dark. 

Then followed a discussion which included the impact on residents living in the 
vicinity of the proposal.  Their concerns re being able to load and unload vehicles outside 
their properties. The impact of traffic using their entrances and lay-bys as they negotiate the 
70m stretch where there is no given priority.  Drainage issues.  Had Strongvox sought the 
virews of Somerset’s Highways department as this idea had previously been shelved by that 
Department..  It was strongly felt that not enough consideration had been given to this part of 
the scheme and that it needed more discussion, particularly with residents.  Other points 
included the possible use of a textured road surface as seen in Congresbury.  Why not do 
part of the plan but not the part near Shepherds Cottage.  This could be reconsidered in the 
future.  Should parents at the school be asked their opinions.  In reply Mr Bill Richardson for 
Strongvox stated that Somerset County Highways had been involved and were satisfied with 
the initial Stage One design at Shepherds Cottage 

After Cllr Smith’s proposal which was seconded by Cllr Thorogood, members voted 
and the proposal was not carried. Four in favour, one against and seven abstained.  (A 
majority of members present did not vote and thus the proposal was not approved).   

Following the vote Mr Richardson felt that their way forward was for Strongvox to 
apply for Planning Permission for the next phase of the development of houses at the 
Grange.  He would contact their solicitor with the view of using S. 278 to allow a sum to be 
made available when proposal had been agreed.  This would allow the precise nature of any 
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design to be decided at a later date and would give time for more consultation and possibly 
come up with a different idea. 

 
 
 
 
AT THIS POINT THE ZOOM CONNECTION FAILED AND THE ME ETING WAS 

ABANDONED AT 8.40PM. 
  

 
  

 
 


