
 

 

WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the an Extraordinary meeting of WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL held by Zoom video-
conference 

 on Thursday 19th November 2020 at 6.30 p.m. 
 

Present: Councillors:  Mrs P Costello (Chair), Mrs I Beacom, Mrs J Candy, Mrs G Cousins,         
Mr D Cox, Mrs J Farley,  Mrs B James-Lloyd, Mrs J Keen, Mr D Kirley,  Mr A Landers,                  
Mrs E Mulliner, Mr A Smith,  Mr P Tinney, Mrs S Worrall  

 
In Attendance:    Mr. R Pring (Clerk), Mr M Rippon Wedmore Village Hall 
 
                  The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded everyone that the meeting was 

being recorded 
  
20.11.1. TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THE WEDMORE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTE  FOR A GRANT 
TOWARDS THE COSTS OF A NEW VENTILATION SYSTEM. - Cllr Smith declared an interest being a Trustee of 
the Wedmore Village Hall. He outlined details of the application and updated members on improvements 
that had already been completed including tiered seating, solar panels etc and a long term wish to 
improve facilities for hall users.  Ventilation was needed especially in the light of the current Covid 19 
pandemic. There was a need to employ a system that dealt with high temperature rises and also 
humidity.  The Committee had consulted with “Best Air” who were proposing a bespoke system costing 
£5k.  Cllr Worrall had already considered the grant application  and said that the Hall Committee had 
supplied all information required in line with the Grants application policy.  She felt that the proposed 
system was vital for the hall to continue.  Cllr Candy had also considered the application and was in full 
agreement. It was noted that all pipe work would be hidden from view and the extraction system would 
be on a flat roof not overlooked by local residents. Cllr Keen asked if there might be any external noise 
from the system that would cause annoyance to local residents.  Mr Rippon was unsure but would check 
with the suppliers.  There was a “silencer” built into the proposed system and there was already a fan 
extraction system in situ which caused no complaints. Cllr Beacom asked where the remainder of the 
funds were coming from.  Mr Rippon said that the hall had reserves and had also received a grant which 
would cover the costs. Cllr Landers asked about a heat recovery porogramme.  Mr Rippon said that this 
was a feature dear to his heart but the costs of such a system far outweighed the benefits. The system 
would be mainly used in the summer months which was not the ideal time to have a heat recovery 
system in place.  It was proposed by Cllr Worrall and seconded by Cllr Cousins that a grant of £2500 be 
awarded to this project.  This was unanimously agreed by the members.  

 
20.11.2. TO CONSIDER THE ANNUAL BURIAL GRANTS TO LOCAL CHURCHES . –  The Clerk advised 
members that it was customary to make an annual grant of £100 to local churches known as a “burial 
grant”.  The churches at Blackford, Theale and Wedmore Methodist Church were the usual recipients 
together with St Mary’s Wedmore whose grant was deducted from their annual grass cutting contribution 
at the cemetery.  Proposed by Cllr Landers and seconded by Cllr Farley that the grants be awarded and 
this was agreed by the members. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 6.55 pm 

 


