
 

 

WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of Highways, Car Park & Brook Committee at The Council Room, Wedmore on 
Wednesday 3RD July 2019 at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Councillors Mr N Ellis (Chair), Dr D Briaris, Mrs J Candy, Mrs P Costello, Mrs J Keen,              
Mr A Landers, Mrs S Metters. 

In Attendance: Mr Simon Earles, Mr R Pring (Clerk) 
 
 

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN   -  Cllr Ellis proposed and Cllr Metters seconded that Cllr Polly Costello be 
elected chair for the ensuing year.  This was unainmously agreed by the Committee and Cllr 
Costello took the chair. 

 

2. APOLOGIES  FOR ABSENCE   -  Cllr Mrs S Worrall 
 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON  8TH MARCH 2018 
RESOLVED: that the Chairman be authorised to sign as a correct record 
 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  –  Nil. 
 

5. MATTERS ARISING  -.  
A. SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES.  – Cllr Briaris informed the Committee that the Council 

had purchased one SID and he had undergone training on its use.  He explained how the 
equipment worked and the unit was currently placed on Cheddar Road, although there were 4 
other locations identified where the device could be moved to on a rotating basis.  He was 
awaiting a response from the police on an “Auto Speedwatch” machine which identifies 
individual registration numbers and passes them to the police for action to be taken against 
speed offenders.    

B.  CYCLE AWARENESS  SIGNAGE  – The Chairman advised members that she would be 
following up the request with County Highways to place cycle awareness signs along the “safer” 
route for students attending school at Blackford. Cllr Ellis suggested that if nothing was going to 
happen, then perhaps the signs could be purchased by the Parish Council as part of the CIL 
receipts and the compensation payment being paid for by the temporary car park closure.  

 
     6    REVIEW OF MEETING WITH HIGHWAYS ENGINEER AND TO CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS - The 
Chairman said that she together with Cllrs Ellis and Worrall had recently met with Katherine Tyson, 
County Highways Engineer and had spent some time walking the village andd assessing the various 
highways and traffic issues, particularly in relation to parking.  The Highways Department had suggested 
double yellow lines could be painted at various places on The Borough, Cheddar Road and Church 
Street which could be enforced by their own parking wardens.  There was also a suggestion to place 
either barriers or bollards at the bottom of Church Street to protect pedestrians using the narrow 
pavements.  Further research by the Highways Engineer was needed before a decision could be made 
as the pavements might be too narrow.  Mr Earles who lives on the corner was invited to address the 
Committee.  He said that his house had been damaged on several occasions by HGV’s turning left 
towwards Cheddar and he was concerned masonry could fall and injure a pedestrian.  He was a 
Transport Planner and felt the main issue was the sheer volume of traffic and the number of HGV’s using 
the village.  He had noticed a significant increase in traffic over the past two years.  He felt pedestrian 
protection was a priority and thanked the Parish Council for its prompt concern and action. Cllr Lander 
noted that satnavs were a main issue for the increase in HGV’s and it was also pointed out that main 
roads through the village were “B” roads where it was almost impossible to get weight limit controls.  Cllr 
Ellis noted that there was also a local haulier employing a considerable number of drivers who could be 
affected by a restriction.  It was agreed to share the recommendations of the Highways Engineer with the 
full Council at its next meeting. 
 
 

7.    CORRESPONDENCE   -   The Clerk reported receipt of an e-mail from Mr Trevor Prideaux asking 
why work on Cross Farm had started before the splay issue at the end of Combe Batch Rise had not 
been addressed as per the planning consent.  The Chairman said that there had been some delays 
by the Highways Department but she thought this had now been addressed and the necessary 
paperwork would be signed very soon.  She would follow this up, 
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8.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  -   Cllr Briaris referred to the Neighbourhood Plan which highlighted that 
almost 80% of the residents consulted had referred to “traffic” as being an issue of high concern. He 
also had concerns about the safe passage for pedestrians from the new developments on Blackford 
Road into the village via Pilcorn Street.  There were no pavements in parts of Pilcorn Street and he 
was suggesting that a traffic calming system could be developed incorporating a footpath for 
pedestrians and also a cycle lane.  It was suggested that Cllr Briaris should continue to investigate 
options for creating a continuous footpath from the village to the First School, including indicative 
costs, so that these could be discussed at the next meeting in September, following which an 
approach could be made to Somerset Highways.  Cllr Metters asked what was happening with the 
resurfacing of Combe Lane ?  Cllr Candy said that she was continuing to get quotes for the 
resurfacing and would report back when she had them. 
 
6. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING – Nil 

 
7. Date of next meeting  -  September 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm 

 
 

                
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 


