
Friends of Hillside & Calton Area
General Meeting

Minutes
Attending: Gavin McNab, Cameron Findlater, Ron Aitken, Rob Hainsworth, Kate 
Tomlinson, Malcolm Chisholm, James Gillies, Alistair Cairns, Ken Wilson.

1.  Welcome. Introductions. Apologies. (Clrs. Louis Lang, David Becket, Maggie 
Chapman. Ann Stark, Richard Nicodeme, Bill & Sue McArthur, Jane & Billy Ross)
Previous GM minutes shared & accepted.

2. Report on LCCC. Rob H (who attended mtg) reads Ann Stark’s report, appended 
below.

3. Treasurers Report. There is approx £167 in bank. Members at ~100. General 
running costs continue to be required. However, LCCC will pay for cost of four meetings 
per year. The website costs £25/yr. BCTV group membership is 35/yr. Agreed to 
purchase insurance at £165/yr offered through BCTV & apply for start up assistance of 
£120 from Chestnut Fund to offset costs. Individual membership will renew each May. 

4. Website activity. Rob H has upgraded website, which is a good way for people to 
view relevant activity & information. The ‘blog’ which is an open discussion on a 
particular theme is being used & postings can be viewed at http://www.spanglefish.com/
FriendsofHillsideCaltonArea/index.asp?pageid=75094    All significant issues are 
referred to a office bearer for approval.

Having regular meetings of a small editorial group to update the website has not 
occurred but would be very advantageous. We need someone to convene a first meeting 
& then subsequent ones. Gavin M will convene such a meeting.

5. Updates on railings & LRG cottage. Ron reports on a meeting with The Heriots 
Trust, Cockburn Conservation Trust & City of Edinburgh Council. The Heriots Trust own 
London Road Gardens, including the cottage, and until 2011/2013 it is leased to the city 
– the lease could agreeably be renewed. It has been proposed to switch use of the 
cottage to a mix of commercial & community use (perhaps a coffee shop) which is being 
viewed favourably. In the meantime the building is at risk of deterioration, although the 



council is responsible for upkeep through the lease.

Ron suggested to CEC that they immediately reinstate railings. The response was a 
structured, step by step approach in terms of what would be required – including public 
& stakeholders consultations. Around £600,000 might be required to construct railings 
around Hillside Crescent Gardens as an initial phase. Prior to such action, a feasibility 
study and thorough consultation would be required. Local Community Councils and CEC 
could be approached for the costs of undertaking the feasibility study and the 
consultation process. Significant business support exists within the local area for 
reinstatement, which could translate into financial support. 

Railings could be viewed as one element within a wider development plan for improving 
these parks. Other elements such as lighting, paths and amenity improvement might 
also be considered. Kate T points out that FoHCA members should be consulted as to 
whether railings are seen as a priority. Development work could be spread over several 
years.

There is considerable discussion on whether the group is proposing a) a specific & 
singular proposal to try to achieve reinstatement of historic railings (as previously 
proposed by Ron Aitken in by email to group) or b) to instruct a Landscape Architect to 
undertake a masterplan to produce options for the whole area (London Road and 
Hillside Crescent Gardens), which David Jamieson, CEC Head of Parks, supports and 
then take these options to a public consultation.

A vote is tentatively called to decide whether FoHCA proposes a specific motion to 
reinstate historic railings or whether we encourage a process where a masterplan for the 
whole area is produced, which may have options re railings (ie. Re-instatement of 
historic railings, or other style of railings being introduced) as part of a wider set of 
improvements – either proposal would be taken to wider community consultation. 

Instead of a vote at this meeting it is agreed to call for an extraordinary meeting to 
specifically ask FoHCA members exactly this question, as it was agreed that the nine 
people present were not representative of the wider group.

Due to lack of time the remaining items on the agenda were briefly considered and held 
over for full discussion to the next General Meeting (in February 2009). 

6. Biodiversity subgroup. Rob will draw up a draft letter explaining the delay to local 
Primary Schools, Guides group and FoHCA members who have shown a particular 
keenness to get involved.  Draft will be approved by Office bearers group and posted on 
by the secretary.  Efforts cannot continue unless more involvement is forthcoming from 
members.

7. Dogs in Monty St Park. See LCCC report - Stuart Blaik - LCCC chair - will ask 
Steven Cuthill what steps the Council intends to take to clarify and inform local people of 
the situation. Watch the website for developments. Liaison with FoMSP would be helpful.

8. Other business.
- motion regarding communications (“that all contact within the group is made by 

email or post or telephone to the Secretary, as a recognised committee member, for 
distribution) Agreement that this motion raised an important issue about how 



communications are managed.  An alternative proposal was offered by the Office 
Bearers and it was agreed that all formal communications will go to a (to be confirmed) 
FoHCA address to which only Office Bearers would have access.

- request for discussion (“that the Constitution which includes Montgomery Street 
Park as one of our objectives be reviewed and clarified by the next AGM). Tabled until 
next General meeting.

App: 
Here is a very brief summary of last night's LCCC meeting. Several items were of potential interest to the 
FoC&HA. I will do do a fuller report of these items for our web-site, assigning ownership of remarks, later. 
Regards, Ann. 

Item 4    HMO planning application.
This  concerned the planning application for an HMO at 26 Pilrig Street and was continued from the last meeting.
 
The proliferation of HMOs in Pilrig street, and the anti-social activity that they generate in the area , especially in 
Pilrig Park, is of great concern to residents. 

 Many HMOs (including many at Leith Links and the Newington area) are being used by Midlothian Council to 
house homeless people from within Midlothian. 
It appears that Midlothian Council have identified the Leith area as one where there is a network of established 
support resources to deal with the needs of homeless people.

Midlothian Council pay the landlords £45 / night for accommodation but the question was raised  -  who pays for 
the additional support services such as Police and Social Services.    

Agreed  1) Invite a representative from Bethany to an LCCC meeting.  
             2) Raise matter with MSPs on the grounds that support services should be shared between communities 
             3) Identify what additional services need to be provided and who pays - EDC or Midlothian?
 
Item 5   Community Officers' report.  

Pilrig Park . Police stepping up patrols during Nov.and Dec. to 3/shift.
                   Police requesting improved lighting.  
                   Initiating Public Profile report by Police Analyst to identify  security risks in the park  e.g trees & 
bushes, poor lighting.
                   Police trying to make contact with Park Ranger who never seems to be much in evidence  

Beat Report  (for whole of LCCC Police Division)  PC Braidwood's Local beat report will appear on FoC&HA 
web-site in due course.

Housebreakings  52% drop  - 9 break-ins. Usually carried out in day-time.
Access by front door or window 

10 cars broken into.  1% reduction.  One male has admitted to 3 offences.   SAT NAVS are being especially 
targeted.

Vandalism 40% rise  - 15 reports.  2 PCs currently dedicated to vandalism issues
Take photographs and carry our cold case reviews.

No serious crimes.  3 minor assaults.

5 Thefts of bicycles - all from common stairs.  Police advising residents on security and leaving warning notices in 
stairs.

Item 6 Trams.   

The technical plans for the road lay-out on completion of the tram system were on display.  It was agreed that 
they were far too complicated for the uninitiated to understand and that a request be made for simple plans to be 
produced for the general public.  The new plans should give clear indication of the pavement lay-out, the location 
of tram / bus stops and road crossings, as well as easily understood information about traffic flow in and out of 
side streets.

Item 7  Matters arising     7.6 Wellington Street.

This application is now on the EDC Planning Portal and is still pending.  Any current work is therefore premature. 
 There is no indication of a Building Warrant having been granted at this stage.  A number of residents have 



objected and the proposed work is seen as being detrimental to the adjoining properties.
Councillor Angela Blacklock added that everything that should be done in pursuing this matter so far, has been 
done.

Item 8  Open Forum

Rob Hainsworth reported  on Park & Green Spaces Manager,  David Jamieson’s reply to Malcolm Chisholm MSP’s 
letter about dogs in Montgomery street Park.   This letter is already available on the FoC&HA web-site. Stuart 
Blaik - LCCC chair - will ask Steven Cuthill what steps the Council intends to take to clarify and inform local 
people of the situation. 

Rob Hainsworth reported on the Calton Centre.   The s ale is being handled by Ryden and carried a closing date 
for offers at the end of August but is still on the market.
There were several offers from organisations such as the Brunton Place GP Practice, Out of the Blue and Port of 
Leith Housing.   Offers were subsequently withdrawn on
grounds of cost.  Although now up for private sale it the meeting considered thought that the current unsettled 
economic climate was influencing decisions.   There is strong local interest in retaining it, at least in part, for 
community use.

Ann Stark


