
 

 
FoHCA meeting  
31 January, 2011 
 
Attendance: Mike Perry, David Jamieson &  Dave Sinclair (CEC), Fiona Rankin 
(Edinburgh World Heritage), Shona Maguire (Midlothian Voluntary Action), Jane 
Aitkin (Infinus) Ann Stark, Ron Aitkin, Pat Aitkin, Cameron Findlater, Carlijn 
Meeuwsen, Richard Nicodeme, James Gillespy, Neil Macdonald and Alistair 
Cairns.  
 
Apols: Gavin McNab. 
 
New bank account is open. This will be re-visited in future meeting, as will be 
subscriptions. 
 
Local landscape architect Peter McGowan has been approached to seek 
preliminary plans to improve Hillside Crescent Gardens. He previously worked on 
the Conservation Plan for both Hillside Crescent gardens and London Road 
Gardens and therefore is ideally placed with local and technical knowledge to be 
able to undertake a commission. 
  
Infinus Energy has offered financial support, and Edinburgh World Heritage & 
CEC are able to offer some degree of matching support.  This allows the funding 
of Peter McGowan 
 
An existing Friends survey will be the beginning point, and PM can begin 
consulting with community so that the design has community buy in. 
Lothian Voluntary Action will assist, once consultation has taken place in the 
community. The ‘community’ has yet to be properly defined to be fully inclusive. 
Fiona R suggests a wide area with people being able to opt in with a question 
such as ‘do you feel this is part of your area/interest. The roads are quite a busy 
entry to the city, so passing public will need to be included. 
 
A central feature, as included in the original Playfair design of HCGdns, is a good 
starting point. A lot of questionnaire responses raised the desirability of such a 
feature. The question at the moment is how would such a piece be acquired, and 
what would be appropriate for the community.  Would it be a new commission? 



And many other questions will arise. Philip Long, the Lead Curator at the Gallery 
of Modern Art has been approached and can offer expertise. 
 
CEC has no initial objections. There are processes and decisions which would 
come at some later point, for example a maintenance plan & ownership.  
 
The tender process for the use of  LRdGdn cottage is about to commence. 
The two actions for the meeting were the subject of a vote with a show of hands, 
namely:  

• A vote is called whether to commission Peter McGowan. Approved by 
show of hands. Ron to approach Peter McGowan. 

• A sub-group to be formed to look at public art in HCGdn. Approved &  
Ann Stark,  Pat Aitken, CameronFindlater, Richard Nicodeme, CECREp 
Fiona Rankin and DAvid Jameson. To report back to Chair/future 
meetings. 

Interest in maintaining periodic litter picks is raised. To be brought to future 
meeting. 
 
Next meeting arranged for 4th April at 6.30pm. Venue tbc. 
 


