
Dear Sir/Madam

re: HILLSIDE BOWLING CLUB LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION REF 09/04756

As owners and/or occupiers of residential properties that surround the Hillside Bowling Club 
at 9a Brunton Place, Edinburgh EH7 5EG, we strongly urge the Licensing Board to attach 
suitable conditions to the premises license requested by this bowling club in order to maintain 
the Board’s objectives outlined in the Statement of Licensing Policy – in particular the 
objectives of preventing crime and disorder and preventing public nuisance.  

The overall setting of these licensed premises is highly unusual in that the bowling club has 
no frontage to a public street but is completely surrounded by private residential property: 
Brunton Place, Brunton Gardens, Brunton Terrace, Hillside Crescent and Wellington Street. 
The gardens and back greens of these houses and tenements back on to the licensed 
premises. The only access to the clubhouse is by footpaths running between these back 
gardens. (The aerial photo in the applicant’s Building Layout Plan shows this quite clearly.)

The location of the bowling club means that local residents are easily disturbed by noise from 
the premises. Soundproofing is non-existent or inadequate and music from social functions 
and late night events is often loud enough to waken sleeping neighbours. At such times it 
feels as though we are living with a bar and nightclub in our back gardens. We therefore ask 
that you attach conditions to the premises license to ensure that live and recorded music from 
the bowling club is inaudible in the surrounding residential properties.

Lack of security by the bowling club has recently resulted in a spate of local housebreakings. 
We ask you to take into account the complaints made to the police and the outcomes of their 
investigations on this matter. In some cases there is direct access from the bowling club 
paths to back greens, back gardens, stair doors and back doors of the adjacent houses and 
tenements. We therefore ask that you attach conditions to the premises license to ensure that 
the bowling club takes adequate precautions to secure the access paths at all times. 

Most members of the club are not local residents and appear to be unconcerned by the 
impact of their activities upon their neighbours. We note with surprise the statement in the 
applicant’s Operating Plan that the bowling club holds an annual Gala Day (in mid July) to 
allow the local community to visit the club. We can only comment that residents in the 
surrounding tenements have never received invitations to any such event. In our view it would 
be helpful if regular scheduled meetings (at least 2 per year) were held, to discuss and 
resolve issues between residents in the surrounding tenements and the bowling club 
management, with a Licensing Standards Officer in attendance.

Finally, we ask you to consider the hours of trading of these licensed premises. In recognition 
of the close proximity to residential property, and of the inclusion of external areas and off 
license provision, we ask you to specify 11pm as the terminal hour of this license.

We hope you will understand our concerns for the amenity and security of this residential 
area and attach suitable conditions to any premises license granted to Hillside Bowling Club. 
Please keep us informed of the date when the Licensing Board will hear this application.

Yours sincerely

Signed: Date:

Name:

Address:
 


