
 

  

Meeting Monday 29 April 2013, Avoch Community Centre 

Present: Members - Angus McWilliam (Secretary), Margaret Leggatt (Treasurer), Sarah Dunton, Kate 

Lackie, Hamish Maclean, Mike Armitage, Phil Baarda, Jenye Monckton.  Derek Martin attended for 

the latter half of the meeting. 

1Welcome & Apologies: Apologies received from Dawn Walker (Chair); David Skinner; Sarah Atkin. 

2 Minutes of the previous meeting:  NOTED Hamish Maclean to be added to the list of those present 

at the last meeting.  Subject to this amendment the minutes were proposed by Margaret Leggatt 

and seconded by Phil Baarda. 

3 Matters arising   

AGREED to write to the Community Payback scheme to see if they could get involved in the repair 

and maintenance of the MacKenzie Steps Action: Derek Martin would provide Angus with the 

contact details. 

AGREED to wait for a report back from David Skinner about how David MacKenzie was performing as 

village officer before a decision was taken about continuing the appointment on a permanent basis.  

AGREED Kate Lackie would write again to thank the businesses who had assisted financially with 

Village Officer funding and the Secretary would write to Phil Waite, Mark Bishop, Scottish and 

Southern, Mr Messom and the Sea Scouts thanking them for their contribution to the wider 

community over the previous year.  AGREED everyone to let Angus know if they thought of anyone 

else to write to.  Action: Kate Lackie and Angus McWilliam 

NOTED a query about whether to arrange an annual get together to meet the Community Council 

and say thank you to everyone who has helped the community over the year.  It was agreed it would 

be good to do this in the autumn and to bring this to a future meeting for further discussion.  Action: 

Secretary 

Regarding concerns about the Playpark, it was NOTED that Cllr Barclay had previously said that he 

was going to try to source a gate.  AGREED Angus would contact Cllr Barclay to see if he had been 

able to do so.   Mike Armitage would look at whether he could design a sign about not allowing dogs 

in the park.  Action: Angus and Mike 

Re the broken link to the CC website from Our Black Isle Action: Angus to inform Mike Noble. 

4. Planning 

NOTED there had been an application for a dwelling in Station Crescent.  The application had first 

been made some years previously and AKCC had objected.  The Council’s Planning Department had 

asked for a copy of the letter but we had been unable to find it. 



Erection of a house at Deer Park AGREED to write to object to the development as contrary to the 

local plan.  AGREED Angus to ask the Chair to write.  Action: Dawn Walker 

NOTED Sarah Dunton had been made aware of a planning application for a large wind turbine on the 

AKCC/Fortrose CC boundary.  However, but it was not yet open for comment.  AGREED Sarah to 

provide specific information on the development and then the CC to register an interest in the 

development and say we want to be kept informed.  Action: Sarah 

AGREED enforcement action could be an item for the joint community council meeting on planning 

issues. 

5. Consultations  

None received 

6. Correspondence 

NOTED a letter from Slimmers’ World asking for details to be taken down from the village 

noticeboard and to be taken off the website.  AGREED Sarah Dunton would do this and also put up 

the Community Council minutes for the noticeboard. AGREED Angus to send the minutes from 

February and March to Sarah to put onto the website.  Action: Sarah and Angus 

7 Finance report  

 Margaret Leggatt presented the finance report (see Appendix)  

8. Village Officer Update 

Held over til the next meeting. 

9. Amenities Association/community Centre news 

NOTED the Avoch Gala was being held on 22 June, 1m-4pm.  It would be the 60th anniversary, so the 

AA planning to make it a really big event with a 50s theme and was contacting previous Gala Queens 

to attend.  AGREED to write article for Chatterbox and put a notice on the noticeboard asking for 

help.   AGREED to ask the Congregational Church about linking the event with Avoch Open Gardens. 

Action: Jenye Monkton 

Community Centre Update – NOTED the After Schools Club had now stopped.  However, despite 

losing this source of income, the financial position was looking better than had been in previous 

years.  NOTED there had been on and off discussions about the car park and how repairs were going 

to be funded.  No answers yet and the local authority was not in a position to do anything as they 

had no responsibility to provide funding.  There was nothing to be done at the moment but it was 

potentially a real problem for the future.   

10 AOCB 

Community Disorder and vandalism Anti-Social Behaviour concerns – NOTED a series of anti-social 

incidents had been noted: Friday night young teenagers were gathered at the bus stop from 18.30 – 

22.30 displaying loud and drunken(?) behaviour; attempts to pull down the For Sale sign at the old 



car park; Saturday morning, all of the station hotel planters had been overturned; Sunday morning, 

daffodils had been pulled up and scattered all over the road at the bus stop; low level vandalism at 

the phone box, Jenye Monktn’s fence had been knocked down; broken glass by the pavilion.  At the 

last two meetings concerns had been raised about fire raising, drunken teenagers, speeding through 

the village and recurring vandalism of the phone box. NOTED Sonia Smart, the local police Officer 

had asked to see the minutes of the AKCC meetings so that she could keep an eye on what was 

happening.  AGREED to write formally to raise the issues and to ask for Sonia Smart to attend the 

next meeting of AKCC in  June.  If the invitation was accepted, AGREED to advertise this on the 

village noticeboard and ask for concerned residents and businesses to come to the meeting.  Action: 

Angus 

NOTED issue with pot holes on Mackenzie place and sunken man hole cover and AGREED to write to 

TECS Services.  Action: Angus 

NOTED Mike Armitage mentioned that Avoch Bay was the largest area in the UK for nesting of 

Common Terns and he wondered whether there was something the village could do to capitalise on 

the natural asset.  AGREED to look at whether it would be possible to erect an interpretation Board.  

Action: Mike 

AGREED to write to Penelope Keith to ask what was being done to improve the old filling station 

site. 

NOTED there had been no further news about a special Ward Forum on Planning matters, which was 

supposed to be going ahead in May and no further communication from the Joint Community 

Council Group.  AGREED Kate Lackie would ask for information from Di Agnew and also contact 

Fortrose CC to see if they had received any further news. Action: Kate 

Date Of Next Meeting 

AGREED The date for the next meeting would be 10 June 2013.  The AGM would be at 7pm and then 

the ordinary meeting would commence at 7.30pm.    

 

The meeting concluded at 9.30 

Author: Kate Lackie 

  



Appdx 1 Finance Report 

 £ 

Total at bank 5April 3,144.23 

Cheques written  

26 March David Mackenzie (Village Officer) 48.00 

29 April David Mackenzie (Village Officer) 80.00 

******  

Amenity Project 303.13 

Woodland Walk (Avoch Primary School) 348.74 

Village Officer (Training & Equipment) 328.06 

Payment for Sec. 2012/2013 666.72 

Total 1,646.65 

Total Available £1,497.58 

 Total at bank includes David Mackenzie’s first 
cheque 

  

  

P.L.A.Y 
Total at bank 4th Nov 
 

107.38 
 

Lazy Corner Project  

Total at bank 5 March 604.21 

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

   

 


