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Photo: Crook Peak Special Choir
at the 2022 Carol service

Debra Anderson writes…The Crook Peak Special choir was 
formed from local singers in March 2021. We are a small, very 
friendly group of local singers, dedicated to making great music 
together, whilst having lots of fun. We meet for 6-8 weeks before
a performance on Monday evenings 5.00 - 6.30 pm at St 
Congar's, Badgworth.

Our repertoire includes: 'The Teddy Bears' Picnic'
'We'll Meet Again' (special choir arrangement)
'O Waly Waly' (trad. folk song)
'Here is the Little Door' by Herbert Howells
'Shepherd's Pipe Carol' by John Rutter
'Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas'
'Hallelujah Chorus' and 'Zadok the Priest' by GF Handel
'God So Loved the World' by Sir John Stainer

If you would like to sing with the Crook Peak Special Choir, 
please contact Debra Anderson 01934 732537 / 
debratanderson16@gmail.com

Issue 298



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY CORRESPONDENTS

APRIL Editing & 
Printing

Bob Foster (733728)
rmfoster10@yahoo.co.uk

Apr 1 9am-1pm Axbridge Farmers’ Market

Apr 1 7.30pm Biddisham Parish Hall - April Fool's Quiz
(inc Ploughman's supper - £5 per head - Bring your own drink). 
Please book your places (it helps with the catering)  with  either :- 
Jenny (750715)  Ian (751287) Stephen (750002)

Treasurer Peggy Farley (732989)

Distribution Pat Northmore 
(07788671194 )

Cover Photo Debra Anderson

Apr 3 12.30pm Loxton Village Hall - Lunch in the hall Tarnock, Vacancy

Apr 7 7.30pm Loxton Village Hall - Bingo & drinks evening in the hall Badgworth, Vacancy

Apr 13 10am-12 Cross Memorial Hall, 
Thurs Coffee morning All welcome

Biddisham Vacancy

Apr 14 5pm to 8pm  Steak Night at the Frankie Howerd Community Hub
(vegetarian option available)

Cross Richard Parker (732084)
(richard.a.parker@
btinternet.com

Apr 16 9,30am  Loxton Village breakfast in the hall

Apr 28 10am-12 Weare Church Room 
Parish Coffee morning  & Book Swap

Weare Hilary Hugh
(hdhugh@btinternet.com)

MAY

May 6 9am-1pm Axbridge Farmers’ Market Loxton & 
Christon

Philip Davies 
(07881630629)

May 6 Loxton Coronation Events - See Loxton & Christon news F  rom the Editor:    
Thank you for responding so well 
to my request that submissions be
made during the submissions 
‘window’. This has allowed me to 
promptly provide a viable First 
Edition, whose compilation was 
relatively straight-forward. Please 
email submissions for the next 
edition to 
rmfoster10@yahoo.co.uk between
May 13th and May 16th in order to 
give them the best chance of 
being included.

May 6 4.30pm onwards Biddisham & Badgworth Parish Hall  Coronation

May 7 2.30–4pm Biddisham Church Coronation celebrations:Afternoon teas

May 11 10am-12 Cross Memorial Hall, 
Thurs Coffee morning All welcome

May 12 5pm - 8pm Loxton Community Hub dinner evening

May 21 9.30am Loxton Village breakfast in the hall

May 25 3pm Biddisham Church: Alter Hanging project meeting/ get-together

May 26 10am-12 Weare Church Room 
Parish Coffee morning & Book Swap

CORONATION   DAY   CELEBRATION - Saturday  6th  May  2023
Loxton Village Hall - “Right Royal Breakfast” which will include a complimentary glass of Bucks Fizz. Throughout 
the afternoon the Coronation will be shown live at the hall with teas and coffee available or bring something stronger to 
help celebrate. From 6pm The Big Coronation Party will begin at St Andrews Farm, Loxton, with live music from the 
band “Snappa”, licensed bar, kids entertainment and Photo Booth. Tickets £5 & children U14 free. Hot food, prepared 
by chef, Kieran, from the Frankie Howerd Community Hub, will be available for purchase. Dress code is to wear red, 
white, blue or a crown.

Biddisham and Badgworth Parish hall will be open to all parishioners on the day from 4.30 onwards.
The Hall Committee will provide free refreshments as part of our celebration of the Coronation. Please feel free to bring 
your own alcohol ! This year also marks the centenary of the Hall, and we invite to view the improvements that we have 
undertaken, making the Hall more comfortable. Our thanks are due to National Grid for their financial assistance.  We 
encourage parishioners to consider our refurbished Hall for events of your choice. 

Crook Peak Parish Community Car Scheme  Need help with transport to attend a medical appointment?  
Call 07572336605. Leave a message as early as possible with details & phone number.

WEARE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION - a small charity established for the benefit of young people in  the parish 
of Weare. Grant applications should be made to The Trustees, C/O Paul Wattam, Henmore Lane, Weare BS26 2LB
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From: Warden within for Crook Peak United Parish

crookpeakparish@hotmail.co.uk

Dear All.

The promise of spring, despite the cold, is seen in the green shoots, new buds, snowdrops and 
daffodils. For us in the Stable House it is a time of trying to get the garden tidy before 
everything starts growing and taking the opportunity to get the house tidy after our last child has
flown the nest. As a church we find ourselves in the middle of the season of Lent. A time for us 
to reflect on our lives and relationship with God. There are green shoots too as we find a new 
confidence in being a Lay Led Parish. Our services are gaining a new excitement as we worship
God together. We are seeing a few new faces join us. We are excited as we look forward to 
celebrating Easter. A time of promise and hope. Hope that is much needed in our world today. 
A hope that contrasts, with the anxiety and sense of helplessness, brought on by worldwide 
political turmoil, conflict and disaster. We extend a warm invitation to you all, to join us over 
the next few weeks, in experiencing this hope, as we joyfully prepare for the high point of our 
Christian year.

God Bless

Gary (Lay Minister)
Prayer Chain Letter

“My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.
I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;

no one can snatch them out of my hand.”
John 10 v27

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those who love him.”

1 Cor 2 v9

At Easter, we remember what Jesus has given us through His death on the cross: forgiveness, access to 
God our father, eternal life, and the reassurance of being loved, just as we are. He waits to be asked into 
our lives, to love us and help us to love Him.                       Do, please ring with any prayer requests 01934 750856

Many thanks to the readers of Contact who have made donations towards the printing costs.  They 
are much appreciated.  I would like to remind future donors that if paying by cheque these can be 
made out to “Contact, Treasurer’s Account”, Please send your donation to Peggy Farley Treasurer at 
Quarry House, Old Coach Road, Cross BS26 2EG.. Her Telephone number is 01934 732989.

APRIL FOOL’S  QUIZ - in the Biddisham  Parish Hall -  SATURDAY  1st  APRIL 7.30  START
INCLUDING  A  PLOUGHMAN'S SUPPER £5 per head - BRING YOUR OWN DRINK,
Please  book  your  places ( it helps with the catering )  with  either :-
Jenny (750715) ;   Ian  (751287)  ; Stephen   (750002)

mailto:crookpeakparish@hotmail.co.uk
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Features & Letters
Church Services Explained (Part 5) Family Service  by Ruth Orriss
What is it? - This is a 45–60-minute service suitable for everyone, not just Families, and it aims to be 
accessible by all ages. There will be some informal songs and percussion instruments to enable everyone to 
join in. We use modern speech in this service and all responses during the service are spoken. Music is 
provided by guitars or sometimes recorded tracks. The song words are generally on a screen, or you may be 
given a service booklet at the door. In between the songs there will be readings from the Bible or a story; 
interactive prayers and a talk of 10-15 minutes. There is no bread or wine.  There will be a plate by the door 
if you want to make a donation.  As the numbers are generally around 20 we sit in the pews, wherever we 
feel comfortable. Children may be invited to go up nearer the front to hear or see better and can be invited to 
help with a sketch or activity. There is normally tea, coffee and squash served at the end.
When is It? - This service is currently at 10am on every other 3rd Sunday of the month in Loxton Church.
Why do I go to this service? Ruth Orriss says, “ I go to this service because families feel comfortable and it 
is fun for children. It is a chance to praise and worship God with my voice and a tambourine. The informal 
words and stories give variety, and a new way of hearing old lessons. The relaxed atmosphere allows for 
children who need to move. God likes to hear us laugh and loves children to be in his presence. “
What do I need to do if I want to attend?  - Just come into the church just before 10am and take your seat. 
If you would like someone to pick you up or meet you outside, please ring 01934 733281

GARDEN TWINNING - Smallholder families in Africa are finding it increasingly difficult to grow enough 
food to eat due to the climate crisis, covid, the cost of living and quite often conflict. You may have heard of 
Toilet Twinning, but now you can Twin your Garden and support a family in East Africa. This could be a 
private garden, allotment, church yard, school garden or any green space. A donation of £60 to Ripple Effect 
(formerly known as Send a Cow) will train a family in small scale sustainable organic farming for three 
years. This starts with a small kitchen garden, which will give them a varied and nutritious diet within 
months. They can sell their excess and afford to send their children to school. The final training ensures they 
can set up small businesses.  It’s a hand up, not a handout, and the family will build resilience to whatever 
life may throw at them.
They then pass on their knowledge, seeds, and plants to at least another 3 families, each of these  will in turn 
pass it to another 3 families. This is the Ripple Effect and why our projects are so efficient and cost effective.
A donation at the moment supports the project, Women of Migori in Kenya.
The gift pack you will receive includes a wooden plaque, vegetable growing guide by Charles Dowding our 
local No Dig expert, wildflower seeds, guides to create keyhole and bag gardens. You can also keep up to 
date, via email, on the impact of your donation. Please see www.rippleeffect/garden-twinning. If you would 
like to know more about Garden Twinning, Ripple Effect or would like a speaker for a meeting, please 
contact me Ruth Orriss ruth.orriss@btinternet.com  www.rippleeffect.org charity 299717

Axbridge Royal British Legion
The April meeting will be on 4th April in The Lamb Inn, Axbridge starting at 11.am. The speaker will be Robert 
Turner and will be The History of Westonzoyland Airfield (Part 1). This could be of interest to Historians, Local 
People as well as the military Minded.  Feel free to come along there will be a warm welcome waiting for you. The 2 
May will be a Trip to Hinkley Point C. To see if there are any places still available or to check on times, costs and 
requirements please contact Shirley Scane as soon as possible at shirley.rosser4@yahoo.co.uk

Axbridge District Trefoil Guild
As I write this it is snowing so I am reminded of the time between now and the meetings in Question. It is 
always a good idea to check before setting out for the meeting. The April meeting on 11th April will be as 
usual at 2.00pm in the Catholic Church Rooms, Cheddar. Headed The Promise Ceremony and will involve A 
Flower Quiz and identification.  May’s meeting will be on 9 May, same time and same place,  and will take 
the form of a Local walk. If wet there will be an afternoon of board games.  For further information or any 
other queries contact Sue Wild at swild34@hotmail.com
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News from the Villages
Loxton

Philip Davies writes..At its March meeting the Parish 
Council discussed the problem of the ash trees in the parish 
acre. The West Mendip Way goes through the middle of it 
on Loxton Hill and the sudden breaking off of large boughs 
caused by ash die back is a safety concern. The council is 
currently taking advice from tree surgeons and North 
Somerset Council on how to best deal with the issue.

The Annual General Meeting of the Council will be held on 
Wednesday, May 10th at 7pm in the village hall. The 
monthly “Friday dinner evenings” at the Frankie Howerd 
Community Hub are proving popular as are the Sunday 
Roasts at £12. The Village Hall Committee has just held its 
AGM and six trustees have been appointed along with six 
co-opted members. The work to “soften” the internal 
appearance of the hall will continue and the new corner sofa,
covered chairs, lamps and small tables are already having a 
positive effect. The carpet, once fitted, should help too.

The main up and coming event will be the Coronation of 
Charles 111.  The day of The Coronation, Saturday, May 6th
will commence with the “Right Royal Breakfast” at the 
Village Hall which will include a complimentary glass of 
Bucks Fizz. Throughout the afternoon the Coronation will 
be shown live at the hall with teas and coffee available or 
bring something stronger to help celebrate. From 6pm The 
Big Coronation Party will begin at St Andrews Farm, 
Loxton, with live music from the band “Snappa”, licensed 
bar, kids entertainment and Photo Booth. Tickets £5 & 
children U14 free. Hot food, prepared by chef, Kieran, from 
the Frankie Howerd Community Hub, will be available for 
purchase. Dress code is to wear red, white, blue or a crown.

On Sunday 7th the Grand Royal BYO Picnic and Family 
Sports Day will commence at Flagstaff Farm, Christon 
from1pm. On Monday 8th at Loxton Village Hall there will 
be a Coronation Chicken Lunch at 12.30pm (£6). Booking 
required via Mary Counsell. This is also “Giving Day” so 
please bring donations for the local food bank to Loxton or 
Christon Church. During the week up to the Coronation the 
Quinquennial Exhibition    will display all the work that has 
been completed in the beautiful setting of St Andrews 
Church, Loxton.

Weare
Hilary Hugh Writes…Congratulations to Jean Pickering who 
was presented with a Civic Award for music in the community 
at St John’s Church in Axbridge on Sunday 5th March. Jean 
lived in Weare for many years and it was a delight to see so 
many of her friends at the ceremony.

The village will be celebrating the Coronation of His Majesty 
The King and Her Majesty The Queen Consort on Sunday 7th 
May with a Street Party! Sparrow Hill Way will be closed to 
traffic from Pipers Close to the Brinscombe junction between 
12 noon and midnight. The fun will begin outside St Gregory’s 
Church and in the Church Room at 3pm with tea and cake

Weare (cont)
,,, which will be provided but please bring a glass to raise a 
toast to His and Her Majesties. Children’s games and races will
start at 4pm. The evening party will begin at 6pm with hot 
dogs, music and dancing. No charge for the hot dogs but please
bring your own drinks and glasses. Please email 
coronation.weare@gmail.com to RSVP by 1st April with 
numbers, any queries and to let us know if you can make a cake
for the event. Hopefully many people will also hang out their 
bunting and make this another village event to remember!.

Sunday 7th May is the date of the ‘Coronation Service’ to be 
held at St Gregory’s Church in Weare at 10am. The Crook 
Peak Special Choir will be performing a brand to new 
Coronation anthem to celebrate the occasion.

Thank you to Peter Knight who has been busy picking up litter 
from Notting Hill Way and Sparrow Hill Way. As part of 
Buckingham Palace’s Coronation Weekend plans, a 
community event, ‘The Big Help Out’, invites people to 
volunteer in a way which supports their local area. Perhaps we 
could put aside a little time on the Bank Holiday Monday, the 
8th May, to help out by picking up litter that might be outside 
our homes or where we walk. Just a thought!

A reminder that the Parish Council Website can be found at 
https://www.weareparishcouncil.org.uk  This is the place to 
find notice of meetings, agendas, minutes, links to planning 
applications, etc. in Lower Weare, Weare Alston Sutton and 
Brinscombe. Other pages have been included regarding the 
Memorial Hall, Neighbourhood Watch, the Church and some 
village history. To advertise local events, links to other sites, 
etc please email to weareparishcouncil@hotmail.com

Emma Tovey (Weare First School Headteacher) writes..
I am so proud to be the new Headteacher at Weare First School
Academy. It is such a warm and welcoming school, with a 
fabulous staff and wonderful families. Everyone has been very 
kind and we have been working really hard to bring the school 
up to speed in some areas. We were therefore delighted to get a
judgement of Good for our lovely school, being inspected for 
the first time under the new rigorous Ofsted framework.

We have been looking to re-engage with the community 
following the disconnect from Covid, and I’m especially 
pleased to be welcoming parents and families back into the 
school for events. This term we have been doing reading 
sessions for World Book Day, Lent Lunches, celebrating the 
festival of Holi and we are looking forward to everyone coming
back to school after our Easter Service for Easter biscuits. We 
have volunteers in to do reading, help with science or design 
technology, gardening in our allotments and all sorts of other 
ways so if you are interested, we’d love to have you!

We are always on the lookout for other ways to support our 
community. We’re hoping to have our own produce show in 
the Autumn and welcome the community to take part. If you 
have any ideas about how we can get involved please contact 
the school office or Hilary Hugh who helps us out so often! We
look forward to seeing you!

mailto:weareparishcouncil@hotmail.com
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News from the Villages (Cont)
Badgworth

Debra Anderson writes…

Bell Ringing Workshop Saturday 11 March was a wonderful 
day of adventure and fascination for 13 people who bravely 
signed up for a day of bell ringing tuition. They came not only 
from Badgworth, but also from Allerton, Biddisham, Lympsham, 
Mark, and Uphill. We trooped up St. Congar's tower to the roof 
on a blustery cold day, taking in the 15th and 18th century bells 
in the belfry on the way up. There was an interesting and 
informative film charting the history of bell ringing and showing 
the interiors of some huge ringing chambers and belfries of 12 
bells, including Liverpool Cathedral whose ringing chamber is 
reached via two lifts and a flight of steps! More tuition after lunch
saw a few of the learners experience ringing both hand stroke and
back stroke of ringing bells 'full circle' in the 17th century, 
uniquely English style. We all enjoyed a really happy day, 
meeting new people and trying new things.

Joint Choir Practice On Monday 20 March, the CROOK PEAK 
SPECIAL CHOIR was joined by the church choirs of Stone 
Allerton and Mark, to prepare for the 1573 Four Chalices service 
on 23 April at St. Congar's Badgworth. The combined choirs will 
be singing Elizabethan music to commemorate the four, almost 
identical, Elizabethan chalices still in use in Badgworth, Weare, 
Mark and Stone Allerton. It was a joyful occasion of 
collaboration between us and our neighbouring villages.

The BBC - The BADGWORTH BOOK CLUB continues to 
flourish, meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at the 
School Rooms. The books we read are wide ranging and include 
modern classics (1984 by George Orwell), autobiography 
(Spreading my Wings by Diana Barnet Walker), and modern 
fiction (Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell), to name a few of our 
recent reads. We take turns to choose a book for the month so it is
all very democratic! If anyone is interested in joining the group, 
please contact Robert Anderson (01934 732537)

Biddisham
Claire Talbot writes… Hello and welcome to a 
beautiful spring in Biddisham. The daffodils have 
looked glorious throughout the village this year.  There 
is a church spring clean and churchyard tidy up planned
for Friday 23rd March and Saturday 24th March – on 
both days 10 till noon. Come along prepared for inside 
or outside tasks with cleaning or gardening equipment.

We still have vacancies for the grass rota for the 
months of April, June and September. This involves 
cutting between the graves and around the perimeter,  It
will not take long to do this very important job and will 
not need to be carried out every week of the selected 
month. Please volunteer.

On Sunday 7th May we will be celebrating the coronation 
of King Charles III. Join us for afternoon tea at the 
Biddisham Church between 2.30pm – 4pm. There will be a 
prize for the best crowned head. Competition categories:  
Under 18yrs, Over 18 years, Pets… So get making your 
crown now and come and join in the fun.

Positions Vacant – From May, the following positions 
for Biddisham Church need to be filled: Church-
wardens ….Treasurer...Sides people… Contact Claire 
01934 750531.. We are also still looking for someone 
to deliver the Contact magazine between Manor Farm 
and Petina. It is in the vicinity of the church. Contact 
Dave for more information on: 01934 750462

ROTAS FOR CLEANING & FLOWERS
Badgworth Biddisham Compton Bishop Christon Loxton Weare

2022 Flowers & 
Dusting

Brass Flowers Cleaning 
& Brass

Flowers Cleaning Brass Flowers, 
Cleaning & 
Brass

Flowers, 
Cleaning &
Brass

Flowers & 
Brass

Cleaning

7 Apr T. Rodgers S Steel Easter
flowers

T Kelly A Campbell
& T Gill

M. Counsell B Shanks A.
Leprovost

L Taylor

14 Apr “ “ “ B Channon “

21 Apr “ “ J Murray “ “ G Willis

28 Apr “ “ “ A Ham S Pettifer

5 May I . Emery I. Emery W Carlin J Murray J Lewis J Jay J Jackson R Hanson

12 May “ “ “ J Stitch A Le Provost

19 May “ “ J Lunn “ S Banwell “

26 May “ “ “ J Freedman A Fox

Jun M Jordan “ H Hugh



Page 5



Page 6


