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The Magazine of Crook Peak Parish
(Apr/May 2022 Edition)

Trish and Jeremy Gibson write …… You'd think we might have learnt our 
lesson having opened the garden at The Old Vicarage, Weare, for the 
National Garden Scheme several times, what with all the hard work and 
worry. But no, we're now going to open our new garden at Badgworth Court 
Barn on Notting Hill Way on 11 and 12 June, 2-5pm. It's the weekend after 
the Queen's Jubilee, and it'll be a chance for visitors to relax and of course 
enjoy the cakes and tea. Gate and plant stall proceeds will go the National 
Garden Scheme who support several nursing charities, with teas organised 
by Sarah Pettifer and Rita Hanson in aid of Weston Hospicecare (if you'd 
like to bake a cake, that would be fantastic - contact Sarah on 732578). Do 
save the date!
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY CORRESPONDENTS

APRIL 2022 Tarnock Vacancy

2 Apr 9am-1pm Axbridge Square – Axbridge Farmers’ Market Weare Julia James-Smith 
(jjames9691@gmail.com )

3 Apr 10am-11am in Tarnock, Badgworth or Biddisham – Litter Pick Badgworth Vacancy

6 Apr  7.30pm at Cross Memorial Hall A presentation of OLD 
PHOTOGRAPHS telling the story of Compton Bishop and Cross. Tickets 
£7.50 available from Chris Laney (Wesyways,Old Coach Rd) Tel 732445.

Loxton & 
Christon

Philip Davies 
(07881630629)

9 Apr 2.30pm  Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club- Fashion Show

11 Apr Crook Peak Annual Parish Council -Weare Church Room
19.30 Vestry meetings (PCC members, Churchwardens, and other officers, where 
possible, are voted in by the six church committees)

20:00 APCM where the results of the vestry meetings are 
reported, and other general reports are given. All are welcome.

Cross Richard Parker 
(732084)
(richard.a.parker@
btinternet.com

14 Apr 10.30-12  Cross Memorial Hall , Coffee Morning , all welcome Biddisham Vacancy

14 Apr 7pm in Loxton Hall Maundy Thursday Meal. Traditional Passover 
Meal followed by a supper. All welcome. Booking essential. Mary 
Counsell (01934 824122) or Ruth Orriss(sleepingearwig.rj@gmail.com).

Printing Charlie Hamilton 
Printing Solutions
charlierosehamilton@h
otmail.co.uk

23 Apr 7.30 pm Biddisham Hall - "St.George's QUIZ"£5 per head inc 
Ploughman's Supper. Bring your own drink. Reserve your place with
Ian 751287 ; Stephen 750002 or Jenny Vining 750715.

Distribution Pat Northmore 
(733172)

27 Apr 10.30am-12noon Weare Church Rooms - Parish Coffee Morning Edited by Bob Foster (732935)
rmfoster10@yahoo.co.uk

27 Apr 7pm - Cross Memorial Hall - Meeting of Cross & Compton Bishop Climate 
Action (CCCA)

Treasurer Peggy Farley 
(732989)

MAY 2022
Cover Photo Trish & Jeremy 

Gibson1 May Open Day at the Community Hub 11am to 3pm

2 May Loxton Village Hall Lunch 12.30pm From the Editor:
This time, a very late discovery 
of a colour photo of Trish & 
Jeremy’s garden provided our 
front cover. Let’s have more 
front cover ideas next time. 
Submissions emailed to 
rmfoster10@yahoo.co.uk and 
which arrive between May 10th 
and May 15th have the best 
chance of being included in the 
June / July 2022 edition.

6 May Loxton Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall 7.30pm

7 May 9am-1pm Axbridge Square – Axbridge Farmers’ Market

12 May 10.30-12  Cross Memorial Hall , Coffee Morning , all welcome

29 May 10.30am-12noon Weare Church Rooms -Parish Coffee Morning

JUNE 2022

2
to5 Jun

BBQ at South Barn 6pm. Lighting the Jubilee Beacon 8pm..
Plus Many other events – See Loxton section of Village news

4 Jun Weare village Jubilee Party. Contact Leah Cole on 07990 901868

FASHION SHOW BY THE FROCK SHOP, BRENT KNOLL -   Saturday 9  th   April 2.30PM  
Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club £10 (Inc afternoon tea) from Liz Burton (221288); Shirley Wederell  
(712089), Dave Nicholls (713483), Wedmore Paper shop (712545), and The Frock Shop (01278 
760800.. Why not come and join us and support the Hospice who do such a wonderful work. WE 
LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU     WEDMORE FRIENDS OF WESTON HOSPICECARE

Litter Pick -   Badgworth Parish Council  - 3  rd   April    The Parish Council would like to hold a litter pick 
this year if there is enough interest. Please email/call/text, and let us know if you’d like to join us on Sunday 3rd April 
10am til 11am in either Tarnock, Badgworth or Biddisham. Please leave your name and contact details.  We can provide 
the pickers & bags. Contact details from www.parish-council.com/badgworth .. Helen Marshall (07570 812421)

Contact Magazine Treasurer writes … “Many thanks to the Parishioners and Weare PC for
their donations to Contact.  This is very helpful and much appreciated.”

http://www.parish-council.com/badgworth
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From: Warden within for Crook Peak United Parish

crookpeakparish@hotmail.co.uk

Dear Everyone,
It is hard to find reasons to be happy, as our hearts go out to the people of Ukraine in their 
unimaginable suffering and anxiety.  We have become accustomed, perhaps, to referring to these last 
two years as 'difficult times', and indeed a global pandemic is truly a time of great difficulty and 
danger. Our churchwardens and members of the PCC continue to worry over the future of our churches
during the interregnum:  will we be sent another vicar, when will that be, are we up to the task of 
keeping our churches vital and relevant for our community?  Worry is part of the human condition, 
maybe because we care so much, but in modern history
we have never had to endure the terror of an invading military force. Thank God. There will still
be those among us, few in number now, who may remember the real and awful threat of invasion
but mercifully the dreadful fear was not realised.

Our families, our homes, our communities give us purpose. They give us strength and direction
to strive and fight to protect and uphold that which makes our lives meaningful. We can't know the 
hardships and unbearable losses endured by the millions of people fleeing their homeland in Ukraine, 
we can only hope that we might be so very brave were we in their situation and pray that that day will 
NEVER come.  We may not be able to alleviate the criminal destruction of lives and homes and 
communities but we can protest against the inhumanity of Putin's tortured repressive regime.  With 
each new cruelty we can be more gentle. With every act of destruction we can raise each other up in 
support. For every family separated by war we can hold our loved ones nearer and tighter. When Putin 
injures an innocent stranger, we can show our humanity to all. In thousands of small kindnesses every 
day, to everyone we meet, we deny the advancement of brutality.
In patience, consideration and striving towards understanding and acceptance, we defend the
universal goals of Family and Home.

At this time in the Christian calendar, we are preparing for Easter, when Jesus died on the cross
to purge mankind of sin, and was resurrected to sit at the right hand of his Father in Heaven.
While Jesus was waiting for the soldiers to come and take him away to his death, he gathered his
disciples to him and said:  “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, 
and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. A new command I 
give you: LOVE ONE ANOTHER. As I have loved you, so you must love one  another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  (John 13: 33-35)   In Christian
love,  Debra Anderson

God is our refuge and strength
“God is our refuge and strength,  
An ever-present help in trouble. (Psalm 46, v1)
Be still and know that I am God. 
I will be exalted among the nations,  
I will be exalted in the earth. (Psalm 46, v10)

As we pray for the people of Ukraine, suffering so dreadfully at the moment, we remember that God
promises to answer our prayers; good will prevail over evil.

Do, please, ring with any prayer requests – 01934 750856

Crook Peak Parish Community Car Scheme  Need help with transport to attend a medical 
appointment?  Contact   07572336605. Leave a message as early as possible with your request, 
details and telephone number.

mailto:crookpeakparish@hotmail.co.uk
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News from the Villages
Biddisham

Claire Talbot writes … Please consider taking on these 
official posts for 2022. Contact Claire . 01934 750531
CHURCHWARDENS. SIDES PEOPLE, TREASURER
Dear Friends, Our next service at the Church is 8am on 17th 
April. Rev Doris Goddard will be leading us in our Easter 
celebrations. Please come along and give Doris a warm 
welcome.  Later in the year St John’s will have it’s 5 year 
check from the architect. This will outline the maintenance 
work we require to keep the Church in good repair. There may 
be small easy things villagers can fix. If you are interested in 
helping out or have specific skills that you think would be 
useful please let me know. Thank you and Thank you to all 
who have subscribed to the 50’s club again this year. It really 
does make a difference to the up keep of Biddisham Church. 
It’s never to late to join; all you have to do is contact Claire, 
my details are at the back of the Contact.
Finally, here is an advanced notice. On Saturday 18th June at 
the Church we will be holding a fund raising event. If you 
would like to help organise or help at the event please let me 
know. More details will follow in the next Contact magazine.  
Happy Easter to you all.

Loxton & Christon
Philip Davies writes.. The Loxton Village Hall committee is 
thriving and a huge amount of work has been undertaken over 
the past couple of months planning and organising an array of 
new events. One is the new monthly Sunday Breakfast Club.
The first Sunday Breakfast Club was held on February 20th, 
was a great success with a constant flow of villagers enjoying a
fabulous cooked breakfast between 9 and 11am. The village 
drinks evening continues to take place on the first Friday 
evening every month. A sub-committee was formed to 
organise the villages’ Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations. 
The current plan is as follows:
Thurs 2nd June - Wheelbarrow Race with “Royal” scarecrows 
at 5pm followed by a BBQ at South Barn at 6pm. Mass walk to
the top of Loxton Hill at 8pm to light the Jubilee Beacon.
Friday 3rd June - Cream teas at Whitehouse Farm organised by
the church with croquet on the lawn.
Saturday 4th - 11am - 2pm tea & coffee at St Andrews Church 
Loxton .. 3pm THE BIG PARTY and HOG ROAST at St 
Andrews Farm with games, musical entertainment by “The 
Loxfactor” and bar. church bells will be rung in celebration 
during the event.. Entry by ticket £7.50. Family ticket £20
Sunday 5th - 12pm Family Open Air Service at Flagstaff Farm 
followed by games and a bring your own picnic.
Further details on the celebration events will be available from 
the village hall committee.
After 5 years of development The Frankie Howerd Community
Hub will be opening in May. On Sunday May 1st there will be 
an open day from 11am until 3pm for anyone interested to see 
the hub, meet the trustees and hub manager and partake in 
complimentary refreshments.

Loxton & Christon (cont)
The situation in Ukraine is horrific. An open book of 
“thoughts and prayers” for Ukraine is available for all in 
St. Andrew’s Church. On a practical note Will Mellor has 
left for Poland with humanitarian aid in his van sponsored 
by Loxton Garage where he works. We pray that his 
mission is successful and that he returns safely.

Badgworth

David Parker writes… The installation of our digital
organ has now taken place; this excellent three 
manual instrument is now sited at the west end of the 
Nave on the north wall. Robert Anderson, together 
with Wells Cathedral Stonemasons, repositioned the 
organ so that it sits facing the congregation with 
speakers cleverly positioned within the pipe chamber 
of the original church organ. Our special thanks go to
John Dunstone, he of bell ringing fame (he has given 
of his time and expertise to train Robert and Debra 
Anderson, Hollie Bailey, and to some extent David 
Parker in this ancient art) who worked with Robert 
Anderson to site the speakers and generally assist 
him in the installation.
Our plea for Volunteers As before, David and Gwyneth 
Kidson have been busy shining the brasses, and Jackie 
Klinker has been arranging flowers for some services, but 
otherwise we have had little response and have now 
employed a cleaner (Debs) who visits the church monthly 
or two-weekly before the services.

Crook Peak Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 19.30 
on Monday 11th April in Weare Church room. This 
meeting is to elect Churchwardens and is followed at 
20.00 by the Annual PCC meeting, which records these 
elections and deals with village reports and the PCC 
finances. Common Worship Order One Booklets have 
been produced by Debra Anderson and will be used in St. 
Congars church for most Common Worship services; the 
Book of Common Prayer will continue to be used for 
08.00 Holy Communion and 18.00 Evening Prayer.
A Fire Inspection was carried out in January as the part of 
the six-monthly safety requirement.

Bill Burdge; even after Bill’s passing, he continues to 
contribute to St. Congar’s Fabric Fund, his daughter Maria
paid-in to the church account the £300 that was donated at
Bill’s funeral.
Tree damage during the recent Storms saw Robert 
Drinkwater of Drinkwater Tree Services, come out at an 
hour’s notice one Sunday afternoon to saw off a broken 
branch of our Scots Pine and clear debris from the road. 
Our thanks to him for such a prompt response during one 
of his busy weekends.

Page 3



News from the Villages  (cont)

Weare
Hilary Hugh writes … A quick reminder to put Saturday 4th 
June in your diary for the village Jubilee Party. If you haven’t 
done so already, please could you contact/message Leah Cole 
on 07990 901868 to let her know that you are planning to join 
in the celebrations. We need to have an idea of numbers so we 
can arrange food, tables, seating, etc. 
Denise Mawdsley, Head Teacher writes… In response to the 
current very sad situation in Ukraine we held a special mufti 
day when we invited the children to wear clothes of their own 
choice to school in return for a small donation to support the 
work of the British Red Cross.   We’ve set up a Just Giving 
Page. Donations can be made up to end of March. If you’d like 
to donate you are more than welcome to do so using the link:
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/weareacademy-
ukraineappeal
Each class has learnt about the good work that the British Red 
Cross does and about the importance of helping and caring for 
those less fortunate than ourselves. 
We, like many other schools in the country, celebrated World 
Book Day at the beginning of March.  It was a busy and fun-
filled day with children, staff and parents reading their favourite
books at set times throughout the day.

Weare (cont)
 Each class created a picture book for which they also designed 
a front cover and the books have been shared throughout the 
school.
Our Early Years children thoroughly enjoyed visits from our 
Year 4s who read them some lovely stories with kindness and 
confidence. Each child took home a book and the day ended 
with hot chocolate and storytime. The children in Year 1 to 
Year 4 have enjoyed training in basic first aid. In addition to 
learning about how to clean a wound, apply a bandage and put 
someone in the recovery position, each child also had the 
opportunity to practice their newly learnt skills on each other. 
As we edge towards brighter and warmer weather we are 
delighted to see many of our children taking part in tennis, 
hockey and multi-skills after-school clubs. These activities are 
offered in addition to our PE lessons in sports such as 
gymnastics, dance, swimming (in the summer term in our 
school pool) and multi-skills as well as teaching in non-contact 
and contact games such as football and cricket for our older 
children. We look forward to Easter when the children will be 
walking to St Gregory’s Church for our Easter Service. This is 
always a very special time for the children at Weare School.

Axbridge Royal British Legion - March was actually the first meeting of the Branch this year and was an enjoyable return to 
normality, seeing fellow members once again, together with the pleasure of seeing the joys of visiting The Scilly Isles. The next 
meeting will be on 5 April at 11:00am in The Lamb, Axbridge the speaker will be David Addis his title being an intriguing The Spruce
Goose. If this intrigues you come along on the day . You don't have to be a member everyone will be very welcome. In May the 
speaker will be John Smith and his title The Battle of Britain in Somerset. This should be of interest to present Somerset residents and 
bring back memories to many. If this interests you be at The Lamb, Axbridge at 11:00am on 3 May

Axbridge District Trefoil Guild - The March meeting was a fun afternoon following a brief AGM and ending with Bingo reminding 
many of those present, of times when it was called Housey-Housey and was often used as a teaching aid in our long forgotten school 
days. April's meeting will be on 12th April at 2.00pm in the Catholic Church Rooms, Cheddar. The meeting will consist of a talk about
the history and development of chocolate including tastings. If there is time there might be an Easter craft also. If this appeals do come 
along even bring a friend you will be very welcome. The meeting on Tuesday 10 May same Time and Place and will be a time for 
STARS Challenges.. For those who are not familiar with the acronym - Skills, Together, Action, Roam, Self, - so come and be 
challenged. Tea and biscuits included.

Springfield Wildlife site - During the winter a wide range of different tasks were carried out, by volunteers, at the wildlife site. Many 
thanks to everyone who came and helped. People from the village planted the hedge on the eastern boundary almost twenty years ago 
and many of the plants had become small trees. Over the winter the hedge was laid, and the brash used to fill in gaps or added to the 
large woodpile in the south of the site. In the autumn we will be able to assess how well the hedge is growing and fill any gaps with 
whips (young seedlings) of native hedgerow plants. Ivy was removed from the trunks of some trees. This is intended to be an on-going
process with ivy stems on one or two trees being cut each year. Ivy is good for wildlife particularly mature ivy as the flowers are very 
rich in pollen and nectar and the fruits have a high fat content (a natural fat pellet). You may have noticed that blackbirds and thrushes 
are particularly fond of ivy fruits. By cutting the ivy on one or two trees each year we hope to have ivy plants of a range of different 
ages and also ensure that that Sedgemoor District Council’s (SDC) tree officer can still inspect trees for safety.  Two golden willows 
near the bench were re-pollarded and some of the rods used in the hedge, other were planted to fill a gap in the northern boundary 
hedge and others to strengthen the willow dome. The willow dome was pruned and bands of woven willow used to strengthen the 
structure.  Nest boxes had been removed for cleaning and repair and within half an hour of being put back a great tit was seen 
inspecting them. Once the volunteers had finished their work a team from SDC came in and pollarded or coppiced some of the trees 
that were too large or too close to neighboring buildings for volunteers to tackle, and cut the hedge on the northern boundary of the 
side. SDC have left several piles of logs (willow and alder). People within the parish are welcome to take them in return for a donation 
to Contact. All these activities have allowed more light into the site and I expect the ground flora to grow vigorously this year. As birds
are already nesting we will not be carrying out any more large tasks year but hope to start removing seedling of non-native species as 
we see them. It would be good if we could stat recording the wildlife that people see at the site, that way we will know what impact the
work we have done has on wildlife. Please think about getting involved with this, you do not need to be an ‘expert’. Even if you do not
want to be involved please enjoy the site, if you sit on the bench you are almost certain to see moorhens and mallard, the flag iris will 
be in flower soon and you might if you are lucky see a grass snake swimming in the pond. Work parties will be organized on an ad hoc
basis, depending on the weather. If you are interested in helping or recording wildlife please let Sarah Ayling or Mike Rolfe know so 
that you can be added to the maintenance group list (comptonbishopparishcouncil@gmail.com)
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From the Registers
Funerals:

14 Jan 22   Janice (Jan) Bates Weare

Special Feature
Julia James-Smith writes: I received this from Faye , a young brave young lady who I'm proud to call a friend:
“I went to the border yesterday and I wanted to write a little bit about how it was. We drove from Krakow to 
the Medyka border which is approximately 3 hours drive with supplies for the refugees coming across the 
Ukrainian boarder into Poland. The drive there is pretty straight, it’s mainly motorway but as we neared 
closer to the boarder approximately 25 minutes away in Przemysl you could see an aid center by the 
Carrefour supermarket on Listopada Street. We continued to the border, where there had been a lot of road 
maintenance being done and as I looked straight ahead you could see a sea of white and blue lights in the 
distance. The road works had meant the two lanes, one going towards the border and the second coming out 
of the border has merged into one lane, and traffic was controlled by temporary lights. Traffic allowed a huge
amount of emergency services to take priority, as they rushed past the cars waiting patiently for their turn.

On approaching the border, we were stopped by Police who asked us why we were here and let us through. 
After parking up, a little way down the road from the border and walking up you could see the media 
presenting their stories and pulling refugees and other key workers in for an interview. The Biedronka 
supermarket next to the boarder was full of individuals purchasing items and there was very long ques. 
Outside people were sat on the floor and leaning up against the store window, presumably waiting for 
transportation to their next destination. There was a tent, that had water, but I did not see any other aid there. 
There were so many people, sirens, rushing emergency services, other cars and buses, children screaming and
a smell of fuel and burning. But it took me awhile to notice the noise and the smell because of the 
overwhelming emotions running through me.  Mainly women and children walked across the border, with 
bags and small suitcases, some of their faces looked empty, others exhausted and many with tears streaming 
down their faces.

We headed to the aid point at Listopada Street, where it seems, those crossing the border were getting 
supplies and awaiting transportation. There was lots of yellow and orange vests, which were the volunteers 
helping. A group of volunteers helped us unload our car and I spoke with one Gentleman who was from 
Ukraine, it was hard to know what to say other than I was sorry for what was happening in his country and 
thanked him for his help.  There were lots of tents with supplies such as food, toys, baby milk and other daily 
essentials and there were a group of volunteers bringing round hot food. There were fires burning in the 
carpark where children and their families sat around. It was a very cold night.  There was a transport area, 
where other volunteers had come to offer free transportation to areas both in Poland and further afield. Those 
providing transport were asked to fill their names and registrations. There was pages and pages of these 
details.  We spoke to one family to offer them a ride a teenage boy, with his two younger bothers and mother.
The teenage boy probably 15 or 16 years old had great English language and was translating between me, my
friend and his mother who spoke only Ukrainian. It was quite clear she was extremely overwhelmed and was 
unsure of where she wanted to take her family. At the aid point I seen not only Ukrainian citizens but also 
other nationalities who seemed to be students, of various ethnicities.  I recommend for those who do not need
to go to the border for crucial reasons, avoid the border as it’s very congested and there is no aid drops there 
that I saw. If you’d like to come near the border, come to the drop off as mentioned above by Carrefour. I 
would recommend however dropping donations off to creditable organisations away from the border and in 
your local cities as the aid point we went to was also extremely busy.

No words can really describe how heartbreaking it is for those directly effected and let’s call it what it is, a 
war against Ukraine. Europe we must come together, we must do everything we can to help and we must 
stand with Ukraine. What I witnessed yesterday was not even the tip of the ice burg. We have to keep the 
momentum going and continue to support as much as we possibly can.
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Badgworth Biddisham Compton Bishop Christon Loxton Weare

2021 Flowers & 
Dusting

Brass Flowers Cleaning 
& Brass

Flowers Cleaning Brass Flowers, 
Cleaning &
Brass

Flowers, 
Cleaning
& Brass

Flowers & 
Brass

Cleaning

3 Apr T Rodgers S Steel P Warner &
S Williams

J Crawley & A
Brockway

C Laney
& C Petit

L Bugler L Bugler No Flowers G. Willis

10 Apr “ “ “ “ Easter
Sunday

J. Wattham

17 Apr “ “ S Thorne “ “ (all
arrangers)

“

24 Apr “ “ “ “ J Stitch &
S Banwell

A Le Provost

1 May I Emery S Hatton J Crawley K McColgan
& T Brownlow

R Tyas J Smith J Sm ith “ “

8 May “ “ “ “ L Taylor L Taylor

15 May “ “ E Gardner
& W Carlin

“ “ “ “

22 May “ “ “ “ A Ham &
J Jackson

S Pettifer
& R Hanson

29 May “ “ J Murray “ “ “ “
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