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The Magazine of Crook Peak Parish
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Protecting grasslands with grants for landowners -

The Mendip Hills AONB has some of the most important stretches of 
species-rich grassland in the UK. In this parish, and in others along the 
Southern edge of the Mendip Hills, the steep, sharply draining limestone 
soils, and the sunny position create the perfect conditions for wildflowers
and pollinating insects to thrive.  Grasslands are an ancient habitat that 
formed after the last Ice Age, and were then sculpted and expanded by 
the activities of early humans like the Cheddar Man. As humans became 
more advanced and agricultural, shepherding and haymaking became 
more common in the Land of the Summer People, and are still a vital part
of our landscape and cultural heritage. <<… continued on Page 4 >>
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY CORRESPONDENTS

JUNE 2022 Tarnock Vacancy

2 to 5 
Jun

BBQ at South Barn 6pm. Lighting the Jubilee Beacon 8pm..
Plus Many other events – See Loxton section of Village news

Weare Hilary Hugh
(hdhugh@btinternet.c
om)

4 Jun 9am-1pm Axbridge Square – Axbridge Farmers’ Market Badgworth Vacancy

4 Jun Weare village Jubilee Party. Contact Leah Cole on 07990 901868 Loxton & 
Christon

Philip Davies 
(07881630629)

6 Jun 12.30pm Loxton Village Hall,  Loxton Lunch 

7 Jun 11am The Lamb-Axbridge- Tony Griffiths - The Art of the Magician Cross Richard Parker 
(732084)
(richard.a.parker@
btinternet.com

9 Jun 10.30-12  Cross Memorial Hall , Coffee Morning , all welcome

11 & 12 
Jun

2-5pm. Open Garden - Badgworth Court Barn on Notting Hill Way Plant & 
Gate proceeds for ‘National Garden Scheme ‘. Teas for Weston Hospicecare 

Biddisham Vacancy

14 Jun 7pm Cross Hall - Cross & Compton Bishop Climate Action Group Distribution Pat Northmore 
(733172)

18 Jun 2-5pm. Biddisham Church Mad hatters tea party. 
Refreshments provided. Wear any hat you like, the 
madder the better!   

Printing Charlie Hamilton Printing
Solutions
charlierosehamilton@hot
mail.co.uk

18 Jun 7.30pm St Gregory’s Church, Weare A performance by Weston Light 
Orchestra, featuring virtuoso pianist Richard Lennox. In aid of the Frankie 
Howerd OBE Trust to raise money for a minibus. £10 Tickets email 
info@frankiehowerdobetrust.org or visit frankiehowerdobetrust.org

Edited by Bob Foster (733728)
rmfoster10@yahoo.co.uk

23 Jun GARDENING CLUB Visit to Blackford BioAqua Farm,  
Visit fee £10 Please contact John on 07775684996 

Treasurer Peggy Farley 
(732989)

24 Jun 10.30am-12noon Weare Church Rooms -Parish Coffee Morning
Cover 
Photo

Year 3 at Weare 
School (Sent in by 
Hilary Hugh)JULY 2022

2 Jul 9am-1pm Axbridge Square – Axbridge Farmers’ Market From the Editor:
We had several offers for the 
front cover this month. I hope 
you enjoy the one we went for. 
Keep the submissions coming in.
Submissions emailed to 
rmfoster10@yahoo.co.uk and 
which arrive between Jul 8th 
and Jul 11th have the best 
chance of being included in the 
August/September 2022 edition.

4 Jul 12.30pm Loxton Village Hall, Loxton Village Lunch

4 Jul 7.30pm Loxton Village Hall, Loxton Parish Council Meeting

14 Jul 10.30-12  Cross Memorial Hall , Coffee Morning , all welcome

14 Jul 7pm The White Hart in Cross - Cross Connections Open Meeting 

29 Jul 10.30am-12noon Weare Church Rooms -Parish Coffee Morning

AUGUST 2022

1 Aug 12.30pm Loxton Village Hall, Loxton Village Lunch

Crook Peak Parish Community Car Scheme  Need help with transport to attend a medical 
appointment?  Contact   07572336605. Leave a message as early as possible with your request, details 
and telephone number.

WEDMORE FRIENDS OF WESTON HOSPICECARE FASHION SHOW RAISES £2,188

On behalf of the Wedmore Friends of Weston Hospicecare I wish to acknowledge our grateful thanks to the following 
sponsors for their kind support of the show.  The Frock Shop Brent Knoll, Wedmore Paper Shop, Burns the Bread, Rodda’s 
Creamery, Mulberry, Tesco, Sainsbury, Ollies Café, Unique Hair & Beauty, Pumpkin, Blooming Marvellous, Wendy Ryder 
Reflexology, Peter & Fiona Duggan-Rees, Elaine Deverill, Gill Hiscock, Ann Hughes, Suzi Mann Novella Wax Melts, Neil’s 
Yard Remedies and the Isle of Wedmore Bowls Club for the use of their premises. Thanks to everyone who attended and 
supported this event. 80 Ladies sat down for afternoon cream tea and then enjoyed the fashion show with the sun shining 
outside. The total raised on the day was £2,188.  An amazing amount and thanks to the wonderful team of WEDMORE 
FRIENDS, The Frock Shop and the models.  Shirley Wederell, Chair of the Wedmore Friends of Weston Hospicecare

Educational Grants are available from the Badgworth and Biddisham Schoolroom Trust Foundation. 
Applications for Educational Grants are invited from students of the Parishes of Badgworth Tarnock and 
Biddisham.Closing date for applications 31st September 2022… See ‘Badgworth Village News 
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From: Warden within for Crook Peak United Parish

crookpeakparish@hotmail.co.uk

A new beginning
Dear Friends,
Our parish is dynamic and not static. Over the Covid years each one of our villages has 
changed. Older generations have moved on, new families have arrived, new projects have 
moved forward - the Loxton hub and T pylons (now visible). Our 6 parish villages have worked
together in Christian love and support since it was founded in 1986. This  continues today 
bonding our wide spread communities through christian support, fellowship, friendship and 
worship with an outreaching warm welcome to everyone at any time.

Step inside each village Church and you will see past history on full view. From medieval 
paintings at Christon, to a Victorian ‘make over’ at Biddisham, recent renovations at 
Badgworth, an owl secretly hidden in Weare: to a wonderful carved screen at Loxton and a 
hidden away Compton Bishop below Crook Peak. They are all showing a wealth of love from 
generations past and present. Take time in these Churches' grounds and buildings to step away 
from your busy lives, forget life’s pressures, worries and relax.

A few moments of mindfulness will make all the difference. Then walk away refreshed and 
start a new beginning with peace in your heart, a smile on your face and a simple ‘hello’ to who
ever you meet on the way home.

Isaiah 43 verse 18
Philippians 4 verse 7

Claire Talbot (Warden of Biddisham Church)

Parish Statement 2022

Crook Peak United Parish PCC writes…. It is now 12 months since the most recent Rector (Parish Priest) 
Judith Jeffery, of Crook Peak United Parish retired. In the past,12 months would be a normal period of vacancy
between parish priests. However, a post COVID reduction in Diocesan funds, has led to a significant reduction 
in paid clergy posts. As a result, there is currently no prospect of a replacement for Judith. The PCC (Parochial 
Church Council), and the Churchwardens of each of the six church buildings are now running the parish. We 
are being overseen by the Area Dean, the Reverend Richard Neill of Wedmore. This enables us to continue to 
provide funerals, marriages, and baptisms, as well as our regular services.

If you have need of general advice, prayer, or counsel, please ring 01934 733973 and we can put you in touch 
with someone, including an ordained Priest, to help you. All our churches are open 24/7 for your use. We have 
a team of clergy from outside the parish who are helping with services if an ordained priest is needed. For other
services we have lay readers and lay worship assistants. We are interested to know how we can use our 
churches and their buildings to serve you better in the future. If you have any comments or questions, please 
email crookpeak6in1@gmail.com.

In the meantime, to find out what is going on in our church now, please read CONTACT magazine and for the 
most recent updates, go to the Crook Peak Parish website, or the parish App (Download the ‘Chancel’ App and 
select Crook Peak). There are also notices in the churches and around the Parish

HE IS ALIVE. ALLELUIA
“After His suffering He presented himself to them and gave them many convincing proofs that he was

alive.   He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the Kingdom of God. “ Acts 1 v3
Although it took the disciples some time to believe and embrace the full significance of Jesus's resurrection 
ultimately their personal encounters with the risen Christ completely changed their lives.  This same message 
has the power to change our lives today. (from FORTY DAYS WITH JESUS  by Dave Smith, Kingsgate 
Community Church)

mailto:crookpeakparish@hotmail.co.uk
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News from the Villages
Compton Bishop

Ruth Orris writes … We are seeking a new Correspondent for
this section. Please contact the Editor for details.
Last month saw an enthusiastic Working Party in the 
Churchyard of St Andrews in Compton Bishop. Graves were 
tidied, hedges cut, and shrubs pruned, with some areas left to 
go wilder for the insects. Great cake and a productive morning 
were enjoyed by all. As I write everyone across the Parish and 
country are putting the final touches to the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations. For us this is a Saturday afternoon of fun, 
food, and music in the paddock at Cross End. Many thanks to 
Gill and Steve Laing for the use of the land, as well as 
everybody’s else great contributions. The two new trees 
planted as a contribution to the Queen’s Canopy are doing well
in the Glebe Field (the one downhill from the Church) of St 
Andrews’s. St Andrew’s Church have restarted 6pm Evening 
Prayer services on alternate 4th Sundays. The next one is 
Sunday 26th June. This is a quite service with no Holy 
Communion or singing. All are welcome.
The recently formed Cross and Compton Bishop Climate 
Action Group has been meeting 6 weekly and recent events 
have included a celebration of Earth Hour at St Andrew’s 
Church, when lights were turned off for an hour on March 
26th. There was also a tour of Dan Fox’s  2 Acre Farm on the 
Webbington Road and a tour of John and Sandy Parfitt’s 
Garden. Everyone is welcome to the meetings. The next one is 
14th June 7pm in Cross Hall. Cross Connections, who’s aim is 
to connect people across Cross, Compton Bishop, Rackley and 
Webbington is starting up again post COVID and the next 
meeting will be in the White Hart Pub on Thursday 14th July.  
There will be a free drink for anyone attending from our 
villages. Email cross.connections@aol.com with your address, 
for your free drinks Voucher.

Badgworth
David Parker  writes … Educational Grants are available
from the Badgworth and Biddisham Schoolroom Trust 
Foundation. Applications for Educational Grants are 
invited from students of the Parishes of Badgworth 
Tarnock and Biddisham.
These Educational Grants are given to help contribute towards 
the cost of both Further Education (often ‘A’ levels and at 
£100) and Higher Education (often a University Degree course 
at £300). Adult students are also eligible. So, if you are in 
Further or Higher Education and need a contribution to the 
costs of books or other educational expenses, please make an 
application to our Trust. Your application should be a letter, 
posted, or attached to an email, describing your needs, and 
should be sent to either Debra Anderson or Claire Talbot, both 
Churchwardens and the Trustees of the Foundation. Closing 
date for applications 31st September 2022. We aim to respond 
to all applications in writing within one month of the 
application. Please mark your envelope ‘Application For 
Educational Grant’, thank you and good luck.
Mrs. Debra Anderson , Grove house, Badgworth, Somerset
BS262QN (debratanderson16@gmail.com)
Mrs. Claire Talbot, Windermere, Biddisham Lane, 
Biddisham, Somerset, BS262RH (clairet.food@outlook.com)

Biddisham
Claire Talbot (Church Warden) writes.. Dear Friends, 
We will be celebrating St John the Baptist day at the 
Church with afternoon teas on Saturday 18th June. We 
have called the event ‘The mad hatters tea party”. Do 
come along between 2pm and 5pm to eat cake and enjoy 
the fun!  This will be our first fund raising event in over 2 
years - so please come along wearing a hat of any kind 
and enjoy an afternoon  letting your hair down and having
a good laugh with friends and villagers.
On Sunday 19th June there is a 10am service at the 
Church. All are welcome. During the month of June we 
traditionally hand out gift day envelopes for donations to 
keep the Church in good repair. This will continue again 
this year. Please give generously as these donations are 
vital to the up keep of our Church.
Serina Hatton has helped keep the dust and cobwebs out 
of the Church for many years, but is no longer able to 
continue with this very important job. Friends of St John’s
would like to say a big thank you to you Serina. We are 
now looking for volunteers to join our cleaning team. It 
does not take very long to keep the Church clean and tidy 
and you are not required to clean every week. Please help. 
The first 50’s club draw will be at the Mad hatters tea 
party. Any one can join the club at any time. Contact 
Claire for more details.

Loxton & Christon
Philip Davies writes.. Linda McPherson has asked me to 
remind everyone that a Bible Home Group meets at 
Riversmeet Farm, BS26 2UU every Wednesday afternoon
2pm for 2.30pm. If you are interested in attending please 
phone Linda on 07519195433. Also there is family 
service at Loxton church on the third Sunday in July with 
breakfast afterwards in the village hall.
On Sunday May 1st the Frankie Howerd Community 
Hub held an Open Day so that residents could see the
work that has been completed following grants from 
the National Grid and the Enovert Trust. There was 
an amazing turnout with 150 coffees and teas being 
served over the four hours. Over 30 forms were 
returned with ideas for the hub’s development. The 
hub should be open full time by the time Contact is 
published. On Saturday, June 18th from 7.30pm at St.
Gregory’s Church, Weare, the Weston Light 
Orchestra will be performing a selection of popular 
music in aid of a Community Minibus that will serve 
all Crook Peak villages. Refreshments will be served 
during the interval. Tickets at £10 will be available 
on the door and more information is available at 
frankiehowerdobetrust.org

Weare
Hilary Hugh writes …Jubilee Fever has arrived in Weare! 
The village festivities will be packed into one fun-filled day 
of celebration kicking off at lunchtime with a bring and share
lunch (thank you to everyone for providing final numbers).
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News from the Villages  (cont)

 Weare (cont)
During the afternoon there will be children’s games and 
afternoon teas and the evening celebrations will include music 
and a barbecue. Sparrow Hill Way will be closed to through 
traffic from 12 noon to 12 midnight allowing the street party to 
happen in the Church Rooms and around the Church. The 
events are open to the whole of the village of Weare and are all 
free of charge thanks to donations from people in the village 
and the Parish Council. Please contact Lia Cole (07990 901868)
with any last-minute queries. One of these donations was made 
in memory of Jan Bates who sadly died earlier this year. Jan 
moved to Weare just before the Queen’s Silver Jubilee and was 
a keen royalist. She loved the village and was thrilled to hear of
our plans to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee! We will miss Jan’s 
warm smile and kindness very much.  A big thank you to Julia 
James-Smith who no longer has the time to be the Contact 
Magazine correspondent for Weare. Julia, our gardens won’t be
quite the same without your regular ‘things we should be doing 
in the garden’ updates! If you have news of a village event in 
Weare which you would like included in Contact, please email 
it to me at hdhugh@btinternet.com. A reminder that bookings 
for the Village Hall can be made through Ellen Browne, 
733505. Bookings for the Church Rooms are through Anna 
Fox, 07437 612339.

Weare (cont)
News from Weare School - The summer term at Weare 
Academy is always a very busy time and is further enriched as 
we take much of our learning outside whether it be further 
afield on school trips or making use of our wonderful school 
grounds. Our big event in June will be to celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee! A whole school art project will focus on pop 
art style paintings of the queen along with paintings and 
sketches of images that represent the Queen.  All the children 
will be learning different traditional English games such as 
croquet, hopscotch and skipping games. Each class will learn 
one of the Queen’s favourite songs which include ‘The White 
Cliffs of Dover’ and ‘Sing’. A wonderful oak tree kindly 
donated by the Parish Council will be planted and the children 
will be invited to wear red, white or blue and come to school 
dressed ready for a right royal tea party with scones, 
strawberries and singing galore! We hope it will be a day 
packed full of celebration which the children will remember for 
a long time to come.  Our heated outdoor pool will re-open for 
school swimming lessons through June and July. As always, 
our huge thanks go to the PTA and the swimming pool working
group for getting the pool and changing rooms ready for the 
children.   Denise Mawdsley, Head teacher

Kathleen Ham - It is with sadness that we inform you that Kathleen Ham, aged 85, passed away on the 5th March and can
now join Dad, Alan Ham. The funeral was held on Thursday 24th March at Weare church,attended by around 75 people.  
Mum was born in Somerset. She was a member of Trowbridge Young Farmers and it was there she met Alan Ham the 
young lecturer called in to teach poultry trussing. They were married in 1964 and in around 1965 moved back to Weare to 
farm after our grandparents retired. They had a milking herd and poultry business for several years. It was around 1975 
that Mum took over the milking herd, as Dad became more involved in local politics. All the milking cows had names and 
she registered all the friesians as pedigree. She always kept a couple of Jerseys which were great characters. Many people 
will know Mum from talking to her at the farm buildings, with help from her collie dog. Mum continued to sell milk into 
her late 60s and then moved to beef production. She had two cows up until a couple of years ago.
Mum was always keen to be involved in village and community life. She was elected to Weare Parish Council in 1999 and
was Chair from 2001 until 2014 when she became vice Chair. She was still a member of the parish council when she 
passed away. After many years of entering the Weare Flower Show she joined the committee in the 1990s and was elected 
as the Chair of the show a few years later. During her time she introduced an evening event, initially a barn dance, to help 
boost funds. Mum was Chair of the Show committee until 2015. Mum’s activities also included church cleaning, helping 
with the Weare lunches, using the fruit from her garden, and the PTAs of various schools.  Dad passed away in 2011 and 
she felt his loss greatly. They were married for 47 years. Mum had very good health until being diagnosed with heart 
failure in 2014. She was able to continue to be very active with medication up until the last six months when she had a 
number of stays in hospital. She was admitted to hospital on 15th February 2022 and although she initially rallied her 
condition eventually deteriorated and she passed away comfortably and peacefully on 5th March 2022.  She is survived by 
her two sons Richard and Christopher, their wives Liz and Cerian and four grandchildren Marcus, James, Lucy and 
Brynmor. She will be very missed by us all.

Axbridge Royal British Legion - The June meeting will be on 7 June in the usual place, The Lamb, Axbridge at 11:00 am. The 
speaker will be Tony Griffiths and his subject The Art of the Magician .Be prepared. Come along and enjoy an hours entertainment 
and make new friends or catch up with past ones.  You don't have to be a member or a veteran, male or female to enjoy this event. On 
June 14th at 7:00pm the end of the Falkland War 40 years ago will be Commemorated by Axbridge Branch with a short Wreath laying 
service at the War Memorial, half way up the steps to Axbridge Church. Hopefully the Cheddar Valley Sea Cadets will be present so 
please come and join us. The meeting in July will be the Summer Lunch on 5 July meeting at The Lamb, Axbridge as usual. For details
and to register an interest and reserve a place then contact Shirley Scane at shirley.rosser4@yahoo.co.uk or Secretary Brian Winder on 
01278 785696.

Axbridge District Trefoil Guild - The June meeting of the Guild on 14 June will be a visit to Honeyhurst Farm in Rodney Stoke. This
will be between 2pm and 4:pm The cost will be £5 (this money going to Charity) there will also be Tea and Cake £2. Numbers will be 
limited so if you wish to join this outing please contact Sue Wild at swild34@hotmail.com or Secretary Jane at jane@crooklands.net as
soon as possible. The July meeting will be a Tea Party at Ivy Hall, Brent Knoll (Courtesy of Frances James) between 2;00pm and 
4:00pm. To register your interest and get information and directions contact either of the above people.

mailto:hdhugh@btinternet.com
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Special Features
Protecting grasslands with grants for landowners - << continued from the cover >>

...but many grasslands have been lost across the UK, primarily due to overgrazing or the 
addition of chemical fertilisers, which have pushed out the colourful wild flowers Farmers 
& landowners in this parish can help to strengthen the remaining grasslands on the Mendip 
Hills..  If there is already good grassland on your holding, keeping it that way with 
managed grazing regimes and native breeds that can still maintain bulk on rough ground, 
plus avoiding any chemical inputs is hugely valuable – protecting the biodiversity, 
protecting the carbon sequestration of the soils, and protecting the beauty of the area.

 If you would like to increase the species-richness of your holding, there are ways to reduce the rigour of dominant 
grasses to allow native wildflowers to thrive – this can include changes to grazing patterns and taking hay cuts, and 
may involve increasing the number of local wildflower seeds in the soil, for example through green-haying. And you 
don’t need to convert your entire field. Field margins and banks can provide essential corridors for species to move 
about in the landscape. Wildflower strips will increase the number of pollinators on your land, and also increase the 
number of predators like birds and beetles to control pest species, without losing too much productive land. 
Wildflowers will often find a way, if given an opportunity and some time. Species rich grasslands require fewer 
financial investments than improved grasslands over time, there are few annual investments needed and the 
preservation and enhancement of our beautiful grasslands is a type of public good, for which the government is 
committed to paying farmers and landowners for under the upcoming environmental land management schemes. 
Currently, the Farming in Protected Landscapes programme is open for applications, and would love to support 
projects that enhance and connect the species-rich grasslands of the Mendip Hills AONB in this parish. If you are 
interested in finding out if this funding programme could help you deliver projects on your holding that will enhance 
the beauty of the Mendip Hills, help nature recovery, or mitigate against the impacts of climate change, speak to Megan
on megan@mendiphillsaonb.org.uk, call 01761 462338, or use the contact form on the Mendip Hills AONB website. 
Case studies of local farmers who have already delivered projects through the Farming in Protected Landscapes 
programme are available on the website.

Cross and Compton Bishop Climate Action Group (CCCA) - If you are concerned about climate change and its 
effect on our countryside and community, you may be interested in our climate action group. We are a group of local 
people who have been meeting together since December 2021 to develop local action and support. We have a number 
of ongoing projects such as:-
    • improving biodiversity of road verges,
    • monitoring health and cleanliness of our rivers,
    • working on the parish wildlife site,
    • beekeeping,
    • encouraging the use of electric cars and the installation of charging points,
    • improving bus services,
    • developing activities such as breadmaking & tree planting
    • signing up to the Big Plastic Count,
    • raising awareness of the effect on hedges cut too early in the year

It’s a little early in our endeavours to chalk up any great achievements, but we can say that each event we hold is 
attracting more support.  The most recent event was a visit to Two Acre Farm to discover secrets in growing an 
impressive array of vegetables without chemicals or digging and positive support of the local wildlife. We have 
informal meetings once every 6 weeks in Cross Memorial Hall to discuss what we have done and how to progress our 
plans.  Everyone is welcome and we would be pleased if you can join us. You may have a general interest or like to 
become involved in one of our more specific projects. If evening meetings are difficult, you can still join in events and 
take an active role.  Contact us through Tess Gill at tessgill243gmail.com or post on Cross Connections FaceBook.
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Badgworth Biddisham Compton Bishop Christon Loxto
n

Weare

2021 Flowers & 
Dusting

Brass Flowers Cleaning 
& Brass

Flowers Cleaning Brass Flowers, 
Cleaning &
Brass

Flowers, 
Cleaning
& Brass

Flowers & 
Brass

Cleaning

5 Jun E Gardner
& W Carlin

J Murray A
Campbell
& T Gill

L. Parfitt A, Fox

12 Jun M. Jordan “ “

19 Jun B Channon J. Wattam

26 Jun J. Crawley “ “

2 Jul a. LeProvost A LeProvost

9 Jul P Warner K McColgan &
T Brownlow

H & D
Dean

“ “

16 Jul “ “ “ L. Taylor L. Taylor

23 Jul J Lunn “ “

30 Jul S Thorne J Stitch & S
Banwell

S. Pettifer & R
Hanson

WHO’S WHO IN CROOK PEAK PARISH
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