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New Year’s planting with little hands
Hollie Bailey writes … A local Badgworth toddler has 
been helping to plant bulbs, distributing local wool for
nest lining within the trees, and hanging wild bird 
feeders in St Congar’s churchyard in Badgworth.

Graveyards can be a place of contemplation and 
reflection, and can be sanctuaries for birds and 
insects also. We have access to plenty of wool from the
fields of local sheep and we have been gathering the 
wool since the summertime.   The local wool has been 
from the trees, foliage and by feeding stations where 
wild birds gather and offer a cosy lining to their nests.
We hung an artisan nester from the large fir tree to 
provide winter shelter and spring nesting.  Max has 
been helping to plant daffodil bulbs in the graveyard 
ready for a colourful spring flowers and is helping to 
build a shelter for insects.  Look out for our bright 
yellow daffodils in early springtime.

Christmas 2022 – Photo Gallery
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY CORRESPONDENTS

FEBRUARY Editing & 
Printing

Bob Foster (733728)
rmfoster10@yahoo.co.uk

Feb 3 7pm – Loxton Village Hall – Drinks Night

Feb 4 9am-1pm Axbridge Farmers’ Market Treasurer Peggy Farley (732989)

Feb 6 12.30pm – Loxton Village Hall – Village Lunch Distribution Pat Northmore (733172)

Feb 7 2pm – Badgworth Schoolrooms – Clay Club Cover Photo Hollie Baileyphoto of Max

Feb 9 10am-12noon: Cross Memorial Hall Coffee Morning, All Welcome Cross Richard Parker (732084)
(richard.a.parker@
btinternet.comFeb 10 Loxton Hub – Evening Dinners

Feb 14 2pm – Badgworth Schoolrooms – Clay Club Weare Hilary Hugh
(hdhugh@btinternet.com)

Feb 19 9.30am Loxton Village Hall – Breakfasts

Feb 21 2pm – Badgworth Schoolrooms – Clay Club Loxton & 
Christon

Philip Davies 
(07881630629)

Feb 24 10am -12 noon:Weare Church Room Parish Coffee Morning,

Feb 24 Loxton Hub – Evening Dinners Tarnock, Vacancy

MARCH Badgworth, Vacancy

Mar 3 7pm – Loxton Village Hall – Drinks Night Biddisham Vacancy

Mar 4 9am-1pm Axbridge Farmers’ Market F  rom the Editor:   After I reported a 
sharp increase in printing costs to 
our treasurer she has asked me to
remind contributors from outside 
Crook Peak who have not made 
donations that future issues may 
not have sufficient space to acc-
ommodate their articles. In addi-
tion to applying this restriction, my
own limited time leads me to res-
pectfully ask for emailsubmissions
to rmfoster10@yahoo.co.uk to 
arrive between Mar 13th and Mar 
16th if they are to have the best 
chance of being included in the 
Next edition.

Mar 6 12.30pm – Loxton Village Hall – Village Lunch

Mar 7 2pm – Badgworth Schoolrooms – Clay Club 

Mar 9 10am-12noon: Cross Memorial Hall-Coffee Morning, All welcome

Mar 10 Loxton Hub – Evening Dinners

Mar 18 7pm Weare Memorial Hall - Wine Tasting Evening 

Mar 19 9.30am Loxton Village Hall – Breakfasts

Mar 21 2pm – Badgworth Schoolrooms – Clay Club 

Mar 24 10am -12 noon: Weare Church Room Parish Coffee Morning,

Mar 24 10am-12noon Biddisham Church tidy up 

Mar 24 Loxton Hub – Evening Dinners

Mar 28 2pm – Badgworth Schoolrooms – Clay Club 

The Weare Parish Council Website ( https://www.weareparishcouncil.org.uk) has now been running for around 4 months. 
The website's primary function is to provide Parish Council information (notice of meetings, agendas, minutes, links to 
planning applications, etc) with relevance to Lower Weare, Weare, Alston Sutton and Brinscombe. Additionally, other pages
have been included regarding the Memorial Hall, Neighbourhood Watch, Church and also some of the historical information
previously hosted on the Weare Website run by Aileen. Please do take a look at the site.  We would welcome parishioners' 
comments and content (eg to advertise local events, links to other sites etc). To do this please get in touch via email 
to weareparishcouncil@hotmail.com  Please note that the site provides information only and not opinions or chat! 

Crook Peak Parish Community Car Scheme  Need help with transport to attend a medical appointment?  
Call 07572336605. Leave a message as early as possible with details & phone number.

Crafty Chat  - Crafty Chat in Cross will be restarting this spring. This is an informal group for crafters who 
want to craft, chat or learn a new skill. The experienced and beginners are all welcome. You can come with 
your craft eg knitting, crochet, embroidery or anything else you can carry.  Or just come for a natter and some 
ideas or guidance. We hope to have a swap shop, demos and speakers in the future.
We will be meeting once a month and would love to see new faces. The venue and time are TBC.
If you are interested in coming along, please email sleepingearwig.rj@gmail.com or phone 01934 733281.

Many thanks to the readers of Contact who have made donations towards the printing costs.  They 
are much appreciated.  I would like to remind future donors that if paying by cheque these can be 
made out to “Contact, Treasurer’s Account”, Please send your donation to Peggy Farley Treasurer 
at Quarry House, Old Coach Road, Cross BS26 2EG.. Her Telephone number is 01934 732989.

mailto:weareparishcouncil@hotmail.com
https://www.weareparishcouncil.org.uk/
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From: Warden within for Crook Peak United Parish

crookpeakparish@hotmail.co.uk

Dear Friends,
On New Year`s Day I was very emotional as I, and a lovely neighbour,  left my whole family - 
of 4 + my 6 grandchildren at `Drop off` at the Airport. I and my brother and another great 
farming neighbour were left in charge - they of the cattle and me of the sheep. My flock number
400, mostly pregnant ewes - 6 weeks from lambing. Being impossible to count, I walked what 
seemed like miles of hedgerows every day - always making sure that Tilly ( she is a pet ewe 
who is, we think is 13 and loves pain au chocolate - ask Alice!) and a large lamb who 
persistently gets tangled in brambles - were `present and correct`, and no one else was in 
difficulty.
In Chapter 15 v. 3-7 of St. Luke`s gospel, Jesus tells the classic farmers` parable of the Lost 
Sheep. Anyone who looks after livestock can identify with this - the main contented flock are 
passed by and the search begins for the one missing - hedges, ditches -  the relief of finding it fit
and well is a joy. We are all so fortunate in our communities, that if we were missing, family, 
friends and neighbours wouldn`t rest until we were found. I think about the many who are not 
so fortunate. My prayer for 2023 is for the Lord`s protection of so many vulnerable folk in this 
country and throughout the world. I wish His blessing on you and everyone in our Villages, and 
I wish you a very happy year.
Mary Counsell
PS Don’t forget - counting sheep helps you sleep!

FREE GIFT!
“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift”      2 Cor 10 v5

By now we have probably written all our thank-you letters for Christmas gifts , and had the joy of receiving thank you 
letters from family and friends. As we thank our father God for His wonderful gift of salvation through faith in Jesus, it is 
good to remember the gifts He gives us through His Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self control. (Gal 5vv 22 and 23) At the start of a new year may we be truly grateful for these 
wonderful gifts.                                                                               Do, please ring with any prayer requests 01934 750856

Position: Chapel Allerton Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer
Part-Time: 4 hours per week (Flexible Working Hours)
Starting Salary: NJC SPC 7 - £20,444 Pro Rata Depending on Experience
The Clerk is responsible for organising meetings of the Council and assisting the Chairman. 
Responsibilities include administration, advice on procedure, and implementing instructions of 
Council. As RFO, the Clerk is responsible for financial management of Council. Attendance at evening
meetings is a requirement held once every 6 weeks at The Old School Room in Stone Allerton. The 
Clerk works from home and office expenses are paid, laptop and phone supplied.
Application forms available from: chapelallertonparishclerk@yahoo.com or 07857788079
For more information about the village and parish council visit https://chapelallertonparishcouncil.co.uk/
All interested parties to contact the current Clerk JOHN AUGUSTUS for further information

WEARE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION - a small charity established for the benefit of young people in  the parish 
of Weare. Grant applications should be made to The Trustees, C/O Paul Wattam, Henmore Lane, Weare BS26 2LB

mailto:crookpeakparish@hotmail.co.uk
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Features & Letters
Church Services Explained (Part 4) Evening Prayer by Ruth Orriss
What is it? - This service is a 30-45-minute quiet evening service. There is no sharing of bread and 
wine. You will be given a service book as you arrive. There will be readings from the Bible; prayers 
and a talk of around 10 minutes. There is usually a collection plate at the door. No one will mind at 
all if you do not donate.In Christon and Compton Bishop we generally use modern words and all 
responses during the service are spoken. In Badgworth the service will generally use the older words 
of the Book of Common Prayer (1662) and there may be singing with organ accompaniment. We sit 
in the pews wherever we feel comfortable and there is not usually any refreshments served.
When is It? - This is currently at 6pm on every Sunday of the month, in either Badgworth, Compton
Bishop or Christon church.
Why do I go to this service? Ruth Orriss says, “I go to this service as it is a chance to end the day 
with a quiet reflective time. The sacred space calms me and gives me peace”.
What do I need to do if I want to attend?  - Just come into the church just before 6pm and take 
your seat. You will be given a service book as you enter. If you would like someone to pick you up 
or meet you outside, please ring 01934 733281.

Cross and Compton Bishop Climate Action (CCCA) Questionnaire
The CCCA is a newly formed group of local people wanting to take action on climate change and 
biodiversity. We have regular open meetings to discuss action and we are planning more speakers and events 
to enable our community to act effectively.  We are currently distributing a questionnaire to find out what 
issues are the most important to you and what help you need to tackle them. We welcome input from all ages.
Please encourage everyone in your household to complete their own form as we recognise that individuals 
will have their own priorities.The Questionnaire maybe included with this issue of CONTACT. It will be 
emailed to the Cross Connections email list. It can also be downloaded from the Cross Connections facebook 
group or picked up from Cross Hall or Compton Bishop Church. If you would like a copy emailed to you, 
please email ccclimateaction@gmail.com or for a hard copy ring 07772 170537.
Once completed, questionnaires should be returned by 28th Feb either by email to the above address, or by 
posting in one of our post boxes. These are located as follows.
Cross at Cross village hall and opposite The White Hart;
Compton Bishop by the Church Lane bus Stop and by the Church Lane post box.
If you have any questions or comments, please email us or come along to our next meeting in the village hall 
on 28 February at 7pm.

Axbridge Royal British Legion
To all our followers we wish you a Happy New Year. The first meeting of the Year will be on Tuesday 7 February at 
11.00am in The Lamb Inn, Axbridge. The talk will be “From Boy to Man: The Navy Way” and will be given by Brian 
Winder. Do come along and listen to what life in the Navy was like. Visitors are always welcome. The March meeting 
will be on 7 March at 11.00am in The Lamb, Axbridge and will be a talk by Ashley Jones MBE about Fraud 
Awareness and Protection. Visitors will be made welcome so do attend if you think this might be interesting. For 
further information about the Branch or for information about the National Legion contact Chairman Shirley Scane  
shirley.rosser4@yahoo.co.uk or Secretary Brian Winder 01278 785696

Axbridge District Trefoil Guild
Happy New Year to all followers. The year began in January with a talk by Secret World. The next meeting will be on 
14 February at 2.00pm in the Catholic Church Rooms, Cheddar and will be celebrating Thinking Day with related 
activities so do come to join in. The following month the meeting will be on 14 March at 2.00pm as usual in the 
Catholic Church Rooms, Cheddar. This will be the AGM followed by a talk by a local Community policeman on 
Scams. For further information about these events or about the Guild contact Sue Wild at swild34@hotmail.com

The Frankie Howerd Hub (next to Loxton Garage)      We serve breakfasts, lunches, teas, coffees and cakes 
etc. Until the end of March The Hub will be operating the following winter opening times: Wednesday: 9.30am to 
3.30pm … Thursday: 9.30am to 3.30pm.. Friday: 9.30am to 3.30pm with evening dinners (up to 3 courses) being 
served from 5 to 8pm on the second and fourth Fridays of the month.. Saturday 9.30am to 3.30pm.. Sunday 9.30am to 
5.30pm with breakfasts until 11am and roast dinners from 12 noon

A new craft club takes place every Tuesday afternoon in the Loxton Village hall from 12.30pm. 
Just turn up to get involved.
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News from the Villages
Weare

Hilary Hugh Writes…Christmas in Weare this year had all the 
usual events which are fast becoming traditions. Thank you so 
much to those involved in organising the tree, the flowers in the
church (which looked amazing – we have some incredibly 
talented flower arrangers!), carol singing, Christmas drinks at 
the Weary Arms and, of course, the WeAre Christmas Crackers
run, walk and toddle! The event raised an incredible £268 from 
donations and Weston Hospice have a sponsor who has 
doubled this amount to £536! So well worth dressing up and 
running around the loop in the cold, icy conditions. A big thank
you from Suzanne to everyone for joining in and supporting 
such a worthwhile cause.
The popular Coffee Mornings in Weare Church Room re-start 
after the Christmas break on Friday 24th February and then 
Friday 24th March from 10.30am until 12noon.
Plans are afoot for an event to celebrate the King’s Coronation. 
Details are yet to be decided but there will be a village event, 
most probably on Sunday 7th May. Please save the date and 
look out for further details if you would like to help organise 
the celebration.
Steve Mercer writes ..  Wine Tasting Evening-Saturday 18th 
March 2023 at 7pm, Weare Memorial Hall (in support of 
Friends Of Weare Church).  Back in April 2020, you may 
remember that the Friends were due to hold a wine tasting 
event which, sadly, had to be postponed because of the 
pandemic. Good news - we’re going to have another go!!
Does "Every Little Help" when it comes to wine? …
Can you actually "Taste the Difference"?
Join Matthew Hemming, local Master of Wine (one of around 
400 in the world!) for a fun and informal evening of wine 
tasting, pitching familiar supermarket bottles against their peers
sourced from The Wine Shop in Winscombe Adding a couple 
of bottles to your weekly basket is so convenient, and the 
supermarkets always out-perform on value, right?  See if this is
really the case, whilst testing out the value and quality that can 
be found for similar money in a local business.  Matthew will 
guide us through the evening, throwing in some simple tips 
about wine, as we share a few bottles with friends and 
neighbours whilst raising money to support the “Friends Of 
Weare Church” charity. Tickets are only £15.00, which 
includes wine tasting, cheeses, breads, and nibbles. To buy 
tickets please contact Anna on 07437 612339. There are only a 
limited number of tickets available so book early to avoid 
disappointment.  Steve Mercer, Chair, Friends Of Weare Church

Loxton
Philip Davies writes.. Christmas events were very well 
supported including the carol service at the church, carols in 
the stable at Christon, Christmas lunch in the village hall 
and the Dickensian Evening at St. Andrew’s Farm at which 
Father Christmas gave out presents to the children.

The village hall committee are currently investigating 
whether a chair lift could be fitted to improve access to the 
hall. The committee has also consulted acoustic engineers to
find out what measures could be taken to reduce the echoing
noise levels when larger events take place.

Loxton (cont)
The Frankie Howerd Community Hub has been well 
supported by residents from all our villages as well as by 
visitors from far afield who have been staying at The 
Webbington.

Kieran, the hub manager and chef, was delighted when an 
unannounced visit by the Environmental Health Officer led 
to The Hub being awarded the maximum 5 stars. At £12 
Sunday roast dinners are a new addition to The hub menu 
with a range of starters and desserts available at £5

The National Lottery and National Grid have joined forces 
to provide a grant for a community bus. The bus will be able
to serve all residents living in BS26 and should be 
operational in March. The trustees would like to hear from 
residents who live in BS26 on the services they would like 
the bus to provide. Suggestions so far have been to pick 
people from their homes and take them to and from The Hub
for coffee/tea, cake, snacks and a chat. Home to the Ritz in 
Burnham for the afternoon matinee. Home to 
Burnham/Winscombe/Wells for shopping. From home to 
connect with the Falcon bus    with a return pick up so 
residents can get to Bristol.

The Trust would also like to establish a group of volunteer 
drivers so that the bus can provide as many opportunities for
residents as possible. Anyone who passed their driving test 
prior to 1997 should have the minibus D1 entitlement on 
their licence meaning they will be eligible to drive it until 
they reach the age of 70 when the entitlement is removed.

The Trust would also like to hear from anyone who would 
like to volunteer to help at the cafe at The Hub. From April 
it is hoped that The Hub can be open every day but without 
voluntary help this will not be possible. If you would like to 
help please email info@frankiehowerdobetrust.org or phone 
Kieran on 07384561369 (helping at the cafe) or Phil on 
07881630629 (minibus). Support and training are available 
for both

Biddisham
Claire Talbot writes ..Dear Friends – Happy New Year!  I wish
you a good rest of the year. December is always such a busy 
month with so much going on. In Biddisham we held our 
village carol service, thank you to all that came along. It was 
super to catch up with neighbours over a mince pie and mulled 
wine. I would also like to thank everyone for making the 
church look so beautiful. And a special thank you to our music 
makers Jean and Bob. Please let me know if you have any 
suggestions or preferences for next year village carols.

Results of the second 2022 50’s club draw. !st prize   Debbie 
Derrebag.. 2nd prize  Amanda Abbot. 3rd prize   David Emery 
Please join the 50’s club this year. The number 50 is nothing to 
do with age but the target number of members we try to get to 
join. For £10 you have a chances twice a year of winning and 
the money raised helps maintain our Church here in Biddisham.
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News from the Villages (Cont)
Biddisham (cont)

The lane is looking for a volunteer to deliver the Contact 
magazine from Manor farm to Petina. They are in the vicinity of 
the Church.  Please talk to Dave if you are interested in finding 
out more on: 01934 750462. We are doing a church spring clean 
and churchyard tidy up on Saturday 24th March. Come along 
between 10 and noon prepared with equipment for inside or 
outside jobs depending on your preference. If you would like to 
volunteer for a specific task in advance please contact Claire.

Our grass cutting rota remains in place this year. Henry from 
Manor Farm will help on the large expanse of grass but the 
monthly rota is still required to do the edges and around the 
graves. There are a few vacant months - April, June and 
September.  Please help to keep our village churchyard tidy, it 
will not take you long to do this very important task.

A new year – a new project. Alter clothes for the Church calendar
year. My initial thoughts are for a front panel to hang over our 
current alter cloth. If you are interested in this project please meet
at the Church on Saturday 25th February at 3pm to chat through 
ideas.

Lastly, Vanessa is still waiting for other villagers to step forward 
to learn how to ring our church bells. The bells need ringing to 
keep them healthy and its a great way to keep active and meet 
people. A new skill for 2023?  - yes go on – give it a try. Contact 
Claire for further information on any of the topics in the article.  
Churchwarden, Biddisham

Badgworth
Debra Anderson writes… On 11 December Badgworth kicked 
off the Christmas season with their carol service in St.Congar's.
This service was very well attended with a congregation of over
sixty. The church was beautifully decorated with festoons of 
bell bunting and garlands of greenery and holly berries, and 
was lit by an abundance of flickering candles. The Axbridge 
ringers kindly came to ring our bells before the service which, 
together with the fairy lights adorning the ancient yews in the 
churchyard and the lanterns lighting the path to the church 
porch, created a festive welcome to all our worshippers.

Special mention must be made of little Margo Stanley who at 
the tender age of eight years old (only just), sang the first verse 
solo of 'O Little Town of Bethlehem' with an assured touch and 
the voice of an angel. She continued to process with the choir to
the cancel and was, I'm sure, keen to carry on singing with the 
choir for the rest of the service; which leads me to think that a 
children's choir would be a good addition for next year! The 
Crook Peak Special Choir deserved the appreciation they 
received from the congregation for their unwavering dedication
and hard work, which showed in their committed singing of 
beautiful Christmas music by John Rutter, Herbert Howells and
Peter Warlock. Afterwards there was a chance to catch up with 
neighbours and friends with a warming glass or two of mulled 
wine and spicy mince pies and stollen. Many thanks go to the 
ladies who baked many of the delicious Christmas goodies, and
who also took a good deal of time to decorate the church with 
such care.

ROTAS FOR CLEANING & FLOWERS
Badgworth Biddisham Compton Bishop Christo

n
Loxton Weare

2022 Flowers & 
Dusting

Brass Flowers Cleaning 
& Brass

Flowers Cleaning Brass Flowers, 
Cleaning 
& Brass

Flowers, 
Cleaning & 
Brass

Flowers &
Brass

Cleaning

5 Feb S. Hayes I. Emery M.
Counsell

A.
Leprovost

A. LeProvost

12 Feb “ “ “ “ “

19 Feb “ “ “ L. Taylor A. Fox

26 Feb “ “ “ Lent – No
Flowers

H. Hugh

5 Mar Lent – No
Flowers

L. Borscz “ J. Wattam

12 Mar “ “ “ “

19 Mar “ “ “ S Mellhuish

26 Mar “ “ “ A Yates

Apr “ “ “ L Taylor
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