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QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS IN CROOK PEAK

IN  WEARE
See Hilary Hugh’s report in ‘News from the

Villages)

IN CROSS & COMPTON BISHOP
(See Charly Higman’s report in ‘News from the

Villages)

I  N BADGWORTH  IN LOXTON

David Parker writes .. 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Street Party:

The eighty-four villagers and their families enjoyed 
free beer, courtesy of Tim Cullum, plenty of picnic 
food, a true British singalong led by Robert and Debra 
Anderson, a raffle and a warm dry afternoon. Our 
thanks go to Robert and Debra Anderson and, of 
course, the Force Majeure of Bev Hearn who roused 
the volunteers into action. Bunting, Flags and red, 
white and blue hats enlivened the scene.

Philip Davies writes..
”The Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee committee is to be 
congratulated on the 
amazing range of events 
that were put on with great
success over the extended 
holiday weekend. 
Members of the committee
personally called at every 
house in the two villages 
to ensure everyone knew 
all about the planned 
celebrations. 

Also a huge thank you to the many residents who 
volunteered to host the events. The “Royal” 
wheelbarrow race on the Thursday afternoon was 
hilarious with even Prince Charles being spotted taking
part! After a convivial BBQ at South Barn villagers 
hiked their way to the top of Loxton Hill for the 
lighting of The Beacon. The weather was just right 
and, with a superb and slowly dimming sunset across 
the Bristol Channel, it wasn’t long before we could 
spot other beacons at Crook Peak and across the 
Mendips and as far away as the Quantocks. … 
Continued in ‘News from the Villages)

Platinum Jubilee Service: On Sunday 12 June St. Congar's church welcomed sixty one people for a 
special Evensong with Coronation music provided by Robert Anderson, demonstrating the range of 
the mighty new digital organ, by Phoebe Lynch of Axbridge, stirring us up with her trumpet fanfares, 
and by The Crook Peak Special Choir who excelled themselves with committed performances of, 
among others; Handel's Zadok the Priest, Parry's Vivat Regina and Vaughan Williams' Old 
Hundredth. A fitting conclusion to Badgworth's celebrations of the Queen's Platinum Jubilee.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY CORRESPONDENTS

AUGUST 2022 Tarnock Vacancy

1 Aug 12.30pm Loxton Village Hall, Loxton Village Lunch Weare Hilary Hugh
(hdhugh@btinternet.c
om)2 Aug 11:00am in The Lamb Inn, Axbridge. Axbridge Royal Bristish 

Legion Meeting. Speaker: Alistair Smith 'Two Years in Iraq'

5 Aug 7pm Loxton Village Hall - Drinks and social evening Loxton & 
Christon

Philip Davies 
(07881630629)

6 Aug 9am-1pm Axbridge Square – Axbridge Farmers’ Market

11 Aug 10am-12noon Cross Memorial Hall , Coffee Morning, all welcome Cross Richard Parker 
(732084)
(richard.a.parker@
btinternet.com

11 Aug 7pm White Hart Pub - Cross Connections

17 Aug 7pm Cross Hall Cross & Compton Bishop Climate Action Group Meeting

21 Aug 9.30-11.30am Loxton village hall - Breakfast Club - All welcome Distribution Pat Northmore 
(733172)

26 Aug 10.30am to 12.00 in Weare Church room. Parish Coffee Morning

SEPTEMBER 2022 Printing Charlie Hamilton Printing 
Solutions
charlierosehamilton@hotma
il.co.uk

2 Sep 9am-1pm Axbridge Square – Axbridge Farmers’ Market

5 Sep 12.30pm Loxton Village Hall, Loxton Village Lunch Edited by Bob Foster (733728)
rmfoster10@yahoo.co.uk

6 Sep 11:00am in The Lamb Inn, Axbridge. Axbridge Royal Bristish Legion 
Meeting. Speaker Steve Derby 'The Life and Times of a Stupid Boy.'

Treasurer Peggy Farley 
(732989)

8 Sep 10am-12noon Cross Memorial Hall , Coffee Morning , all welcome Cover 
Photo

Badgworeth Court 
(Jeremy Gibson)

17 Sep Loxton – Harvet Home - ring 01934 750166 for details

From the Editor:
We had several offers for the 
front cover this month. I hope 
you enjoy the one we went for. 
Keep the submissions coming in.
Submissions emailed to 
rmfoster10@yahoo.co.uk and 
which arrive between Sep 8th 
and Sep 11th have the best 
chance of being included in the 
October/November 2022 edition.

17 Sep Weare – Post Pandemic Progressive Supper

25 Sep 9.30-11.30am Loxton village hall - Breakfast Club - All welcome

30 Sep 10.30am to 12.00 in Weare Church room. Parish Coffee Morning

OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 2022

1 Oct 2pm Wells Cathedral Licensing Gary Orriss by Bishop Ruth All welcome

2 Oct 9am St Gregory’s church, Weare – Gary Oriss presentation to Parish as a 
Liscensed Lay Minister by Rev Richard Neill, Area Dean. All  welcome.

5 Nov Wedmore First School - ‘BIG DROP’ – Contact Shirley Wederell

Churchroom at Weare Booking Information - The Churchroom is open for booking. Priority booking is 
given to anyone living within the Parish. It is a lovely venue for up to 40 people seated and 55 standing, close 
to St Gregory's Church in Weare. Recently decorated and upgraded, it is ideal for a range of meetings, events 
including parties, funerals, baptisms, and small weddings. £15 per session. This includes heating and hot 
water, use of the tables and chairs and the glasses and crockery in the servery. There is no cooker. A plug-in 
warming plate is available on request. There is one toilet which is suitable for disabled use and nappy 
changing. For bookings and information Contact Sarah on 01934 732578 or Anna Fox on 07437 612339 or 
email wwjsfox@aol.com

HELP REQUIRED FOR WEARE CHURCH Please telephone Lynne Taylor on 01934 732175 if you can 
help with Flower Arranging or Cleaning – Maybe just once or twice a year? – As it is such a lovely church.  
We would like to thank all those who have been doing the Flower Arranging and Cleaning over the years and 
continue to do so but need to advertise for more helpers as some of our ladies and men have moved away.

WEARE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION - a small charity established for the benefit of young people in  the parish 
of Weare. Grant applications should be made to The Trustees, C/O Paul Wattam, Henmore Lane, Weare BS26 2LB

Thanks from Treasurer: “Grateful thanks to the Parish Councils and Parishioners who have 
kindly made donations towards the printing of Contact.  This is much appreciated.”
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From: Warden within for Crook Peak United Parish

crookpeakparish@hotmail.co.uk

Dear All,
As I write this letter we are well into summer when our garden seems to have got out of control.
The plants seem to have accelerated in their growth. A garden that had some semblance of 
tidiness, no longer looks tidy. This can be true of our lives as well. Our once tidy lives can 
suddenly become untidy often due to events beyond our control. This is very true today. The 
cost of living is going up, whilst wage and pension increases lag behind. COVID seems to be 
on the march again. The war in Ukraine looks to be unending. Our domestic political scene is 
in turmoil. If you are struggling in the midst of this, with the big picture or a personal problem, 
your church is here to help. We are happy to pray with you, for you and for your concerns. We 
may also be able to help in practical ways either directly or by finding someone else who can. 
Either speak to a churchwarden in person or use our contact details on the back of CONTACT 
magazine. On a personal note, I am due to be licensed as a Reader (Lay Minister) on Saturday 
1st October in Wells Cathedral at 2 o’clock, you are most welcome to join me at this time of 
celebration. If you are unable to make this then join us for a special service at 9 o’clock 
Sunday 2nd October in Weare church, when I will be presented to the parish.
God Bless
 Gary (Reader in Training).

“Come to me. All you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”
Matt 11 v28

“For I know the plans I have for you, plans for good, and not for evil,
to give you a future and a hope.”

Jeremiah 29 vv11-13

A lovely old hymn (one to look up and remember when we forget to go to the Lord when we 
are suffering:}

Oh , what peace we often forfeit,..
Oh, what needless pains we bear,..

All because we do not carry..
Everything to God in prayer.

Do, please ring with any prayer requests  01934 750856

Crook Peak Parish Community Car Scheme  Need help with transport to attend a medical 
appointment?  Call 07572336605. Leave a message as early as possible with details & phone number.

mailto:crookpeakparish@hotmail.co.uk
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News from the Villages
Badgworth

David Parker  writes .
A special ‘Thank You’ to our Volunteers of the past six 
years. It is so easy to take for granted the kindness, hard 
work and essential service that our friends, neighbours 
and parishioners give as volunteers, making it possible to 
hold church services for worship, weddings and funerals, 
or to raise funds for essential work. We therefore mention
the following volunteers who have been so willing and 
active since 2016, please forgive us if we have missed 
your name.
Groundsmen: Rod cooper and Andrew Brock
Cleaners: All CWs, Bev Hearn, Carol Morris, 
Dennis cooper, Rose Skinner
Brass cleaners: Gwyneth and David Kidson,
Flower arrangers: All CWs, Carol Morris, Sarah
Cullum, Denise Cooper

Weare
Paul Wattam writes..
ST. GREGORY'S CHURCH TOWER
Significant and highly visual damage occurred during the 
February 2022 storm. Protracted discussions with insurers
, stone-masons and The Diocese of Bath & Wells have 
now concluded. Tower parapet repairs will commence 
soon with the erection of scaffolding.

Hilary Hugh writes .. Our Jubilee celebrations were very
much enjoyed by many, mostly from the village, but also 
by some who were here on holiday including one couple 
who came all the way from America! The Bring and 
Share lunch saw tables for 210 set up in the road outside 
the church which had been closed for the day amid strings
of red, white and blue bunting, children’s games (equally 
enjoyed by the adults!) followed by face painting and the 
presentation of Jubilee Medals to all the children who had
come along. Afternoon teas with the most delicious cakes 
came next, followed by a bbq, music and dancing well 
into the night. The event would not have been possible 
without the help of so many but special thanks must go to 
the church flower team who created the most incredible 
displays in the Church, Tanyard Nurseries for donating 
the sweetest fresh strawberries, the Parish Council and 
many others for their generous donations, Weare Village 
Hall and Biddisham Village Hall for allowing us to 
borrow their tables and chairs for the day and to Paul 
Streeter of “Better Call Paul” fame for helping us move 
them all to the church and back again in his van. A day to 
celebrate but also a day for making memories, reminding 
us of how lucky we are to live in such a special place

Weare (cont)
We plan to hold our first post pandemic Weare 
Progressive Supper on Saturday 17th September 
2022! Those taking part are asked to prepare either a 
starter, main course or pudding for 6-8 people.  After 
the course, the hosts are asked to open an envelope 
which will tell everyone which house in the village 
they will be going to for their next course.  The 
evening will end with coffee at one single venue 
where everyone gets the chance to catch up with each
other. If you would like to take part, please email me 
at hdhugh@btinternet.com , phone me on 732594 or 
direct message me on WhatsApp, along with any 
dietary requirements, by Wednesday 31st August.
News from Weare School
Felicity Gibb (Deputy Headteacher) writes…  The 
summer term at Weare School is always full of 
exciting opportunities for the children! The heated 
swimming pool has been in full use with each year 
group having two swimming lessons each week. It 
has been wonderful to see the children’s water 
confidence and swimming skills improve as well as 
to hear them enjoying both their lessons and the end 
of term celebration swimming gala. Our Music 
Afternoon was a great success. Children who play 
instruments had the opportunity to perform in front of
an audience, many for the first time, and the school 
choir sang a medley of songs from the musicals as 
well as some very entertaining Sea Shanties.
Sports Day and the Leaver’s Service are two other 
important events on the calendar for both the school 
and pre-school. It is always sad to say goodbye to our
leavers, but we wish them well as they move to their 
new schools, and we look forward to seeing them 
again at future school events such as the Summer Fun
Evening and the Christmas Fair. We also look 
forward to welcoming our new Reception Class 
children and their families.
In September we have a full Reception Class of 30 
children joining us. Many are from our thriving Pre-
School, Rainbow Woods, and others from pre-school 
settings in the area.
A Farewell Tea Party was also enjoyed by the whole 
school as we celebrated the retirement of our Head 
teacher, Denise Mawdsley. The children made cards, 
sang a whole school song, The Blessing, and Miss 
Mawdsley was presented with gifts from the staff and
parents. After 15 years spent teaching at Weare and a
further 10 years as our fantastic Executive Head we 
will all miss her very much, but we wish her well for 
the future. A new Head Teacher, Emma Tovey, has 
been appointed to start in September and we are all 
looking forward to working with her.
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News from the Villages  (cont)

 Cross & Compton Bishop
Charly Higman writes…
Our Queen’s Jubilee celebrations took place in June, 
culminating in a wonderful party, courtesy of Steve and
Gill Laing at  Cross End. Our very own Parish band, 
the Cross Bishops, played for us and we were 
entertained by the fabulous Nutty Noah.  An enormous 
effort went into funding, arranging and staging the 
event, particularly given the changeable weather that 
weekend! Thank you to everyone involved. During the 
celebration period the villages held a scarecrow contest,
which saw 19 excellent crows displayed across the 
parish.  Charlie Taylor of BBC Radio Somerset came 
and judged them, awarding all entrants a Jubilee 
rosette.  The winner of the competition was the 
skateboarder, Tony Hawke, designed and erected by the
Ham family of Moorland Farm, Old Coach Road.  
Runners up were: Sophie Partridge with Scrap Baby, 
the Aclands with Where’s Wally and the Murrays with 
Corvid 19. A big thank you also to Tom and Amanda 
Lang for their generosity in providing the Crook Peak 
Beacon and to them, their band of helpers and the 
National Trust for getting it up to the top!  From our 
vantage points around the village, not only could we 
see Crook Peak lit up, but the beacon on Brent Knoll 
too.  Quite a special moment. The beacon has now been
donated to our parish.  Finally, a fund has existed in the
village for a number of years to help organise local 
events for the community. It was originally made up of 
profits from previous village events and intended to 
provide a fund to cover the hard costs of future events. 
Due to difficulties in arranging banking facilities and 
the like, a decision has been made to dissolve the fund 
and redistribute the money to the community. It will be 
split between village projects and organisations that 
support residents, not charities, so the benefits go back 
to the community from where they came.
Ruth Orris writes.. We are seeking a new 
Correspondent for this section. Please contact the 
Editor for details. The Cross Connections meeting in 
the White Hart Pub on Thu 14th July went very well 
with a free drink for anyone attending from our villages
More events are planned. Join the Cross Connection 
facebook page or send your email address to 
cross.conections@aol.com to keep up to date.

Biddisham 
Claire Talbot (Church Warden) writes..Dear friends, 
Thank you for supporting the gift day for our Church 
this year. The envelopes and the mad hatters tea party 
raised just over £430.00. There were some wonderful 
hats on show. At the afternoon teas, Dan of Blackthorn 
Close drew the first 2022 50’s club draw

Biddisham (cont)
The winners were: 1st prize.  James Freeman, 2nd 
prize: Chris Prodger, 3rd prize: David Rogers Well 
done to you all. The next draw will be at our Christmas 
celebration service.  Our 5 year electrical inspection has
now been completed and the Churches 5 year building 
inspection will be carried out in July. This will list the 
work that needs to be done to keep the church in good 
repair. It lists all that is required and prioritises what 
work is required urgently. To keep the Church and 
Church yard looking good we really do need some 
more help with cleaning, joining the flower rota and 
tidying the Church yard. If you are new to the village 
please volunteer to help as the Church is an integral part
of OUR village.The friends of St John’s are sent 
information regarding the Church and the village from 
time to time. If you are interested in receiving 
occasional letters please let me know. We also have a 
whatsApp group you can join via Badgworth and 
Biddisham parish Council.

Don’t forget to apply for the Badgworth educational 
trust for a grant. If you are over 16 years, you live in 
Biddisham and are entering higher education, going off 
to university or doing an educational project of some 
kind or another don’t miss - so apply now. Thank you 
again for supporting our gift day this year.

Loxton & Christon
Philip Davies writes  (continued Jubilee celebrations). 
The following day with a large crowd gathered at White
House Farm for cream teas although rain showers put 
paid to the croquet. On Saturday the churches exhibited 
wonderful flower displays with St Andrews in Loxton 
having displays depicting each nation of the United 
Kingdom. The bells were rung in celebration during the
afternoon. The big event was the pig roast held at St. 
Andrew’s Farm on the Saturday evening which was a 
sell out. At the start all the children in the villages were 
given a £5 Platinum Jubilee commemoration coin by 
Ian Shipton, Chair of the Parish Council. This was 
followed by an outstanding performance by the local 
Loxfactor band to which villagers rock-n- rolled into 
the night.    Over £800 was raised for the village hall. 
On the Sunday an outdoor service was held at Flagstaff 
Farm followed by a picnic and old fashioned sports day 
games which the children (and adults) thoroughly 
enjoyed. Over the four days our community thrived and
a great time was had by all.
In June, the Weston Light Orchestra performed at St 
Gregory’s, Weare and raised over £500 towards a 
community minibus for the Frankie Howerd Loxton 
Community Hub.
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Special Features
Badgworth Court Garden opening

Front Cover photos and article by Jeremy Gibson
We honestly did think that having left the Old Vicarage in Weare our garden opening days were over, but as 
we began to live with our new garden up on Notting Hill Way - the ‘top road’ - it felt like with a year’s hard 
work it could become a National Garden Scheme entrant. Luckily they agreed! So we planned for the 
weekend of 11th and 12th June and prayed for good weather.

The first headache was safe car parking. it’s a busy road so we were very pleased that our neighbours Roy 
and Wendy Durston and Alston Sutton farms gave us permission for visitors’ parking in the adjacent field. 
Otherwise the plan would have faltered. The next part of the plan to was to find someone willing to take on 
the teas and refreshments (cake, basically) and we were once more hugely lucky to have Sarah Pettifer 
volunteer to take it all on - just one week after all her hard work on the Jubilee weekend.

The weekend came and generally it was nicely sunny with a cooling breeze (but luckily not quite breezy 
enough to blow down the sail cover we’d erected over the courtyard cafe).  We were so pleased that over 230
people came, and we raised just over £2,000. The various NGS nursing charities benefited from both the gate 
entry, and also of course the plant stall, beautifully prepared and managed by plantsman and designer Helen 
Johnson. All the proceeds from the café takings went to Weston Hospicecare, so huge thanks to Sarah and 
her crew. It was also lovely to see our chief car parking attendants, our son-in-law James, and his ex-teacher 
Trevor Morgan up from Weare, re-united in some really good traffic control.

The reactions and comments from visitors were just wonderful to hear - honestly, you never quite know how 
a first-time opening of a new garden is going to go, and it was very uplifting to hear it so well received, and 
to see groups of people obviously getting absorbed in the garden as they discovered its various sections.  At 
this point I should perhaps thank my wife Trish - the ‘head gardener’ as she’s referred to, who after a year 
during which she’s had a triple heart bypass and a hip replacement still managed to bring it all together to 
deliver such a lovely and successful opening!

Finally - to anyone that missed this opening, we are doing it all again for a local garden group on 24th 
August, so around that time it would be easy enough to arrange another small local opening (proceeds to 
charity) - so if you’d be interested do please email me on jeremyp.gibson@btinternet.com and we’ll try to 
make that happen. If you want to keep up with what’s happening in the garden you can see us on Instagram 
@theoldbarngardeners

Axbridge Royal British Legion After an informative talk about how Cheddar came to be and followed by a 
most enjoyable Summer Lunch the next meeting will be on 2 August. This will be as usual at 11:00am in The
Lamb Inn, Axbridge. The Speaker will be Alistair Smith whose talk will be Two Years in Iraq. The 
September meeting will be the 6 September at 11:00am in The Lamb Inn, Axbridge. The speaker will be 
Steve Derby and his talk entitled The Life and Times of a Stupid Boy. If either interests you please do come 
along. You do not have to be a member. Everyone will be made very welcome, young, not so young, male, 
female, local resident or just visiting we'd love to meet you. For information about the Legion or about this 
event please contact Shirley Scane either 01934 732630 or her email shirley.rosser4@yahoo.co.uk or 
Secretary Brian Winder on 01278 785696

Axbridge District Trefoil Guild - Axbridge Trefoil Guild does not meet in August as many members will be
involved with outdoor activities with Guides, Brownies or training events or even families. Therefore the 
next meeting will be on the 13 September. This will be a Harvest lunch and will be in the Catholic Church 
Rooms, Cheddar 12:30-3:00pm. Having an idea of numbers would help catering and avoid wasted food. 
Please contact Ros Prince she will be delighted to hear from you.

mailto:shirley.rosser4@yahoo.co.uk
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Church Services Explained - Part 1 Praise & Worship – by Ruth Orriss

What is It?
It is 45-60 minute service suitable for everyone, including children. There will be with informal
songs and percussion instruments and sometimes flags are available for those who can’t join in 
singing the words. We use modern speech in this service and all responses during the service 
are spoken. Music is provided by guitars or recorded backing tracks. The words of the song are 
generally on a projected screen. In between the songs there will be readings from the Bible or a
story; interactive prayers and a talk of 10-15 minutes. There is no sharing of bread and wine.
There will be a plate by the door should you want to make a donation.
We sit in the pews wherever we feel comfortable. Children are welcome and might be invited 
to go up nearer the front to hear or see better or maybe to help with a sketch or an activity. 
There is normally tea and coffee and squash served at the end.

When is it?
This service is currently at 10am on the 1st Sunday of the month in Weare Church.

Why go to this service?
Ruth Orriss says, it is a chance to praise and worship God with song. The informal words and 
stories give a new way of hearing old lessons. The informal atmosphere allows room for 
children and others who need to move more. God likes to hear us laugh and loves children to 
be in his presence.

What should I do if I want to attend?
Just come into the church just before 10am and take your seat. If you would like someone to 
pick you up or meet you outside, please ring Ruth on 01934 733281.

Badgworth Biddisham Compton Bishop Christon Loxton Weare

2022 Flowers & 
Dusting

Brass Flowers Cleaning 
& Brass

Flowers Cleaning Brass Flowers, 
Cleaning & 
Brass

Flowers, 
Cleaning &
Brass

Flowers & 
Brass

Cleaning

7 Aug J Body S. Thorne J . Ford J Jay J Stitch &
S Banwell

S Pettifer & R
Hanson

14 Aug “ “ “ “ “

21 Aug “ H. Dean J. Lunn & A.
Sage

“ B Channon A Fox

28 Aug “ “ “ “ “

4 Sep J Vining L. Borscz E. Gardener
& W. Carlin

J. Lewis M. Counsell TBA A Ham &
J Jackson

G Willis

11 Sep “ “ “ “ “ “

18 Sep “ “ M. Jordan “ “ A Le
Provost

A Le Provost

25 Sep “ “ “ “ “ “

2 Oct B. Kuipers TBA TBA P Toogood L Taylor L Taylor



Page  7 



Page 8


