
 Crook Peak Parish PCC meeting minutes held in Loxton village hall,  

Monday October 29th 2018 at 7.45pm. 

The meeting opened with prayer. 

Those present:- Judith Jeffery (JJ), Mary Amesbury(MA), Bill Burge(BB), Mary 

Counsell(MC), Jackie Klinker(JK), Stephen McColgan(SM), Linda 

McPherson(formallyNursaw)(LMcP), Pete Murray (PM),Ruth & Gary 

Oriss(RO)(GO), David Parker(DP), Jill Smith (JS), Paul Wattam(PW). 

Apologies: - Jane Brazier, Claire Talbot. 

Minutes of last meeting: - on June25th 2018 were signed as a true account. 

Matters arising: - DP requested it be noted he did not agree with service rota 

proposal. Plus a central point for the parish that has facilities could be 

Badgworth school rooms. The issue of Robin Owen-Smith’s reserved grave 

spaced in Badgworth church has now been resolved. Mr Owen Smith has sent 

a letter of appreciation that the issue is now sorted. PW advised the NatWest 

account holds £19,660 and it does include the grant monies of £10,000. The 

electronic version does read correctly however.  

Correspondence: - JJ reported the parish share has now officially been reduced 

to £29,514 see attached letter. This is due to a 15% reduction in numbers 

attending church which is reflected in the electoral role numbers. Letter 

received from a local lay reader objecting to the projection role being rolled 

down in Weare Church, suggesting a more up to date system could be 

purchased. A reply has been sent explaining monies are limited but donations 

would be much appreciated. A thank you letter has been received from Jenny 

Frankpitt, praising the way her husband’s funeral service was conducted 

recently. 

Committee Reports: - PW reported, NatWest current A/C £8,266. No3 A/C 

(church room) £10,291. Insurance fees will be due on all 6 churches on 

1.11.2018. It will be difficult to pay the parish share and reserves may have to 

be used. PW reported Crook Peak Parish owns Stone Allerton old school 

rooms. It is rented by Stone Allerton parish council to use as a community hall. 

The lease will run out 2014. The adjacent neighbour has requested that could 



he buy a stripe of the land that includes the sceptic tank. Advice from a 

surveyor has been sought; he advised it would be very risky to sell this stripe of 

land with the property’s drainage system included. PCC needs to decide on a 

future plan for this building but did not wish to sell any land at this time.  

LMG report, see attached. A marriage preparation course is to be held in Cross 

hall March2nd 2019. Request made for volunteers to make soup.MC kindly 

offered. 

There is no chapter report due to the meeting not being held until early 

November 2018. 

Axbridge Deanery Synod Report presented by PM, see attached. Need to 

consider promoting prayer in different ways. There are various courses for 

people to train up in the Church; JJ will announce these in services with more 

detail. 

No reports from the Deanery 

Weare Church room, report presented by RO. She requested loan from the PCC 

that will be paid back within 6 months. PW concerned that the Church may be 

unable to meet the parish share, so a loan would present problems. He will ask 

Friends of Weare church if they can help with a loan. JJ proposed “If the money 

cannot be found then a loan should be sought from the PCC” All in favour. 

School report. JJ has been approached to be a school governor which she is 

now willing to do. “Open The Book” will be performing in Weare school on 

Nov12th 2018. These sessions have been successful with the children showing 

interest and enthusiasm.  

News from the villages: -  Badgworth, DP reported successful funding raising 

events. Church fabric fund£70, £20 given to Contact, £90 to Paul Sweet. An 

application has been made to HLF to put the bells back into the tower. A 

plaque has recently fallen off the wall, it is hoped the costs to position it back 

in place will be met by an insurance claim. 

Biddisham no report 



Christon, MC reported a working party has been pulled together to clear some 

of the ancient graves that ant hills have de stabilised. Faculty decision needs to 

be resolved so decorating can commence. 

Compton Bishop, SM reported a craft fair at the end of September was very 

successful and raised monies for the fabric fund. Phase 1 work on the 

boundary wall has been completed by Mark Wall costs= £1,981. The working 

party on 20.10.18 was successful with 25 work hours completed. Grass cutting 

not working too well as Tim Baker is unreliable, so volunteers have had to help 

out. Sound system has been installed. But not working very well so repairs had 

to be done. St Andrews gift day is on Nov 30th 2018 coinciding with the gift 

service on Nov 25th 2018. On Dec 1st 2018 a soup lunch will be held in Cross 

hall. 

Loxton, LMcP reported the hedge along the north wall has been cut down low, 

volunteers have kept the church yard tidy. Some work has been done on the 

electrics, but a lot more needed. There is a cheese & wine party on Nov 

30th2018 to raise funds; this is jointly held with Christon Church.  

Weare, PW reported there is a working party this Saturday to clean the 

farmer’s isle. Roof repairs to start soon. The lights failure has now been 

resolved. Alan Parfitt is very unwell our thoughts and prayers are with him. 

Service changes: - JJ reported messy church has now ceased due to lack of 

attendance, it could be more of a quarterly event. Perhaps our mission should 

be geared to more mature and elderly people.  She asked how evening prayer 

services are going. Each church reported how many people are attending;@ 

Badgworth 11/12  @ Christon & Loxton 4to 12 , @ Compton Bishop 8 @Weare 

8/10 . RO suggested a report is put in Contact to say what is happening at the 

evening services. She will collate all comments for an article. Roger Harvey 

from the Elam Church has offered  JJ to play music at our Church, they have a 

lively group. She will arrange a service in possibly Compton Bishop Church.  

Mary Bide will take a special Remembrance service in Badgworth Church. JJ 

presented a proposed service rota. MC and LMcP felt 2 Christmas services on 

the same day at Christon & Loxton would not work well, so Loxton carol 

service to be moved to Dec 23rd at 6pm. New service rota to be compiled. JJ 

reported the Weare School service was a great success with 180 children and 



80 adults attending. The Scouts and Guides will be attending the Weare Church 

Remembrance service on 11 Nov 2018 and Margaret Jordan will be doing a slot 

on ‘memories of war ‘and has produced a memorial booklet. Each village needs 

to find a representative to read out the names of the fallen in their villages. 

Axbridge British Legion will be holding a service in Compton Bishop Church on 

Nov 10th 2018. 

New post of Admin Assistant, general update:- JJ reported Helen  started in 

August on 4 hours per week. She is still learning but it has been a very positive 

start. Need to be careful not to flood her with too much work. Requests for 

more work to go via the PCC to be approved as JJ needs to justify the grant 

given by the Diocese in a report. JJ reported there has been a lot of funerals 

and a wedding recently creating more work, which she  has found to be a 

heavy load. She will be away 2/3 weeks in Nov/Dec (early) 19 and will be 

looking for cover during that period. 

Mission statistics ,Safeguarding Policy, Risk Assessments, Data Protection:- 

The parish has 3 churches with no wardens. DP queried its data protection 

being breached by taking the names of people who attend each service. SM & 

GO did not consider it was, so collecting names can continue. JJ has been on 

safeguarding training and will liaise with GO to look at policy on safeguarding 

children & vulnerable adults. DP has had 2 people come to Badgworth church 

from Ecclesiastical Insurance to carry out a risk assessment, but no report has 

yet been sent  from them, DP is following this up. The company will do the 

same for all the other churches that are on the policy. These risk assessments 

need to be annually reviewed. All church wardens asked to look at their risk 

assessments & report back to JJ.   

Mission:- There are no further developments on getting toilets in each church. 

JJ considers if there are no toilets then it puts people off coming to church, and 

visitors who have travelled a long way find it difficult. Help is needed from the 

Diocese on this problem. MC reported 40 people came to the Somerset 

Churches Trust visit held at Christon Church, it all seemed to go well. Compton 

Bishop collected £200 for them. Concerns were raised about the way the 

whole event was sold to Crook Peak Parish. All monies collected went the 

Somerset Churches organisation.  Alpha course, no one felt able to commit to 



it at present. Café church could be used as a way to bring people in. Away day 

on Nov 24th venue Bagley Baptist hall. 

 Discipleship:- there are several groups i.e. Women’s fellowship, singles lunch. 

JJ felt more effort needs to be put in to create something for men. 

AOB:-  Next café church will be on the theme of “where are we going to with 

the parish”, with falling numbers and so many buildings, plans need to be 

made for the future of Crook Peak parish. JJ has discussed this problem with 

the Archdeacon and the Bishop. Café church is the start of this discussion. An 

open meeting is being considered for electoral role members to air their views. 

RO requested information of events for the parish notices. She asked are 

printed copies needed, it was generally felt they were. 

The Grace was said at 9.45pm. 

Next meeting:-  Monday February 4th 2019 7.45pm at Loxton village hall. 

 


