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Chairman’s Report
I would like to thank all the current members for stepping up to be councillors who all work on a voluntary basis, giving their valuable time for the improvement of the village. Parish Council elections in May 2025 saw Mr Mark Reeves and Mr Daryl Basford not seeking re-election however Mr Basford decide that he would like to rejoin and was co-opted at the 12th May meeting. We thank Mr Mark Reeves for his time and contributions; he managed the defibrillator project and oversaw its installation. We also welcomed a new Parish Councillor Mr Richard Horrocks who was co-opted in January 2026.

We do take her for granted but there cannot be a big enough thank you to Julie Friell our Clerk for all her never- ending hard work and commitment at all times helping the Parish Council and all councillors. Her understanding of all things Parish Council, patience and these qualities are constantly ensuring the Parish Council works effectively and efficiently and we would struggle to exist without her input and guidance on rules and regulations. Words do not remotely cover what she does for the Council in this Village, I for one can vouch for the hours she puts in over and above her quota, always on hand on the telephone to discuss anything needed.

With regards the £9,844.00 CIL monies so far we have purchased a new notice board and tidying the trees and chopped back a lot of the ivy to clear the path leaving a balance of £7,136.00 left we have until roughly the end of April 2027 to spend these funds, the Parish Council will continue to discuss any options to use these funds, there are limitations but need to be for the better of the village so we continue to be open to ideas.

Thanks to West Northants Councillor Cecile Irving-Swift the new Rural North-East seat created following the boundary changes. Although we do not see the West Northants Councillor regularly at our monthly meetings, we would like to think she would be available if her intervention was needed. Another big thank you to Kate Wilson, our consistent Footpath Warden who continues to monitor our walk routes connected to the village. Ian Wilson continues to work hard keeping the never-ending weeds at Mallards Wood at bay and the allotment bank being kept in order. Our thanks go to both him and his wife, Kate, who devote a huge amount of time to the village. Thanks also to Graham Martin who keeps an eye on the telephone box and bus shelter to ensure they are looked after.

We as a Parish Council try our hardest to do what’s best for the village, we have a broad spectrum of Councillors whose varied experiences in life, careers, thoughts and ideas are always in support of the village. The Parish Councillors and Clerk continue to give their time to represent their village as best they can and it is very much appreciated and long may it continue.

Financial Report
The 2025/26 accounts are currently in the draft stage and will be approved by the Parish Council at its’ meeting on 1 June 2026. The Internal Audit was carried out on 1 May and any comments/findings will be reported at the June meeting. Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 permits authorities with either income or expenditure under £25,000 to certify itself as exempt from having a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor.   A copy of the Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, unaudited Annual Accounting Statements, an analysis of variances and the bank reconciliation will appear alongside the “Period for the Exercise of Public Rights” notice from 3 June, on the notice board, for a period of 30 working days and will end on 14 July 2026, together with a summary of Electors Rights and will be available on the web site.

The draft bank account balance at 31 March 2026 is £24,395.50 split between general £16,659.59 - Defibrillator replacement fund £400.00 – Refundable Allotment Deposits £200.00 and CIL £7,135.91. The general fund has increased by £1,702.39 over the previous year.  This figure still falls within the best practise parameters of between 1 and 1.5 times the level of the precept - it is essential that it is maintained at this level for any future contingencies. 

2025/26 saw actual expenditure (excluding CIL amounts) of £10,455 against a budget of £11,829 – the precept being £11,025. Income received in addition to the precept totalled £1,282 - £522 – WNC grass cutting grant, £290 Allotment rent and a VAT refund of £470. Monies were spent on the Clerk’s salary (£4,501), grass cutting (£2,879), street light electricity & maintenance (£758). 6 year testing of the street lights (£421) and a grant to the Church (£200).   CIL monies - £120 for the VETS system, £1,488 new notice board & £1,100 works to the pocket park. A copy of the accounts will be included in the Annual Report that will be distributed with the June edition of Hannington Life.

The Parish Council has precepted £11,025 from West Northants Council for 2026/27.  

HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL - RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS SUMMARY YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026
	2025
	2025
	
	2026
	2026

	
	11,025.00
	PRECEPT
	
	11,025.00

	
	1,289.08
	OTHER INCOME
	
	1,282.06

	
	0.00
	COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY MONIES
	
	0.00

	
	£12,314.08
	TOTAL INCOME
	
	£12,307.06

	0.00
	
	WNC RETURNING OFFICER & ADMIN FEE
	64.50
	

	180.00
	
	HIRE OF VILLAGE HALL
	195.00
	

	784.23
	
	ELECTRICITY SUPPLY/MAINT/6 YEAR ELECT TESTING
	1,179.14
	

	251.94
	
	DEFIBRILLATOR – VETS system, adult pads
	120.00
	

	4,339.26
	
	CLERK’S SALARY
	4,501.05
	

	606.83
	
	ADMIN EXPENSES
	433.79
	

	0.00
	
	TRAINING
	0.00
	

	300.00
	
	INSURANCE PREMIUM
	300.00
	

	264.00
	
	INTERNAL & EXTERNAL AUDIT
	277.20
	

	3,153.76
	
	GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT
	2,879.24
	

	300.00
	
	GRANTS – PCC & VILLAGE HALL
	200.00
	

	340.16
	
	ALLOTMENTS/MALLARDS WOOD
	0.00
	

	100.00
	
	ALLOTMENT DEPOSITS REFUNDED
	50.00
	

	0.00
	
	NOTICE BOARD/WORKS TO POCKET PARK - CIL
	2,588.00
	

	239.63
	
	SUBSCRIPTIONS
	244.85
	

	9.00
	
	BANK CHARGES
	68.50
	

	49.40
	
	OTHER
	61.40
	

	
	£10,918.21
	TOTAL PAYMENTS
	
	£13,162.67

	
	
	
	
	

	
	£1,395.87
	NET RECEIPT/(PAYMENT) FOR THE YEAR
	
	(£855.61)

	

	£23,855.24
	
	BANK BALANCE AT 1 APRIL 2025
	
	£25,251.11

	£1,395.87
	
	NET RECEIPT/(PAYMENT) AS ABOVE
	
	(£855.61)

	£25,251.11
	
	BANK BALANCE AT 31 MARCH 2026
	
	£24,395.50

	
	
	SPLIT AS FOLLOWS:
	
	

	
	£14,957.20
	GENERAL FUND BANK ACCOUNT
	£16,659.59
	

	
	£250.00
	GENERAL – REFUNDABLE ALLOTMENT DEPOSITS
	£200.00
	

	
	£200.00
	GENERAL – DEFIBRILLATOR REPLACEMENT FUND
	£400.00
	

	
	£9,843.91
	CIL MONIES
	£7,135.91
	


The Parish Council held the following Community Assets valued at original purchase cost or best guesstimate at 31 March 2026.  
	Street Lights/waste bins
	3,850
	Benches
	307

	Bus Shelter
	250
	Tools
	659

	Gates/fences
	1,350
	Seat
	350

	Information & notice board
	1,197
	Colour Printer Lexmark CS317
	80

	Vehicle Activated Sign
	2,705
	BT Telephone Kiosk
	1

	Brackets VAS
	160
	Base for village sign
	452

	Gated entrance
	650
	Data Collection Unit
	350

	Allotments – nominal value
	1
	Recreation land – nominal value
	1

	Pocket Park – nominal value
	1
	Village Sign – nominal value
	1

	Street Light – Limes Trees Close
	1
	WWI Memorial Bench 
	300

	12* LED lantern units 
	3,180
	Defibrillator
	1,855

	
	
	New Notice Board
	1,488

	
	
	TOTAL COST
	£19,189


