


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 2 FEBRUARY 2026 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3353. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, R Horrocks & I Wilson.

Apologies: Vice Chairman L Wood, Councillors N Jenks & C Middleton. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk, WN Councillor C Irving-Swift and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

3354. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3355. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no members declaration of interest for items on the agenda.

3356. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
Mr G Martin asked if an article could be included in Hannington Life regarding dog fouling (again) on Main Street.

3357. West Northants Councillor.
WNC C Irving-Swift was welcomed to the meeting.  She explained that WNC budget was still draft but that there was a further £6.5M of funding available.  She is hoping that WNC will forge better relationships with Parishes over planning, pot holes etc.  If a pothole fails, then Kier are required to come back and repair FOC.  WNC needs help with pothole locations therefore urges residents to report on FixMyStreet.  She has already emailed her support for the speed reduction on the A43.  Will continue to chase to ensure all the conditions imposed on the Showman’s site are met.  Council Tax bills will rise by 5% in April.

Councillor D Basford stated that he has escalated the complaint against WNC planning to Stage 2 and he believed that the Council appear to ignore HPC at ever turn, yet this is contrary to their plans/policies looking to forge close relationships.  He also wanted to know who is accountable at WNC & why they fail to comply with their own Complaints Policy.

CT2 – there had been a meeting between Rights of Way and the Parish Council at CT2.  There was some discussion over whether it was a planning issue or a RoW issue.  S257 was citied but this can only be used prior or at the start of construction to temporary divert the footpath.  This was no longer an option as the house was now occupied.  The owner employs a Land Agent – who must be fully aware of the legislation surrounding footpaths & their diversion etc but has chosen to ignore it.  The current position is that RoW have issued an enforcement notice to revert to the original footpath & remove any obstruction by 9 February.  He has also written to the Local MP & The Ramblers Association for assistance on this matter. WNC C Irving-Swift will write to Stephanie Gibrat – Asst Director for Planning – to ascertain how this has occurred.

Showman’s site - when the application was approved over 40 conditions were attached and Councillor D Basford had been trying to obtain; without success how many had been fulfilled.  An example being the widening of the entrance to allow vehicles to safely enter/exit the site – some 2.5 years later this had still not been done.  The village itself did not object to the site but do want them to comply with the planning conditions.  Do they pay Council Tax as c15 bins were seen outside the entrance.  He will forward a photograph to WNC C Irving-Swift. Apparently, it is down to the Case Officer to enforce compliance.

A43 speed reduction – last year the Parish Council had had meetings with the Police, Highways & WNC C Irving-Swift, at which they were advised to put forward a request to lower speed limits in the vicinity of the village.  On 15 October 2025, the Clerk received an email from Helen Howard (Highways) - I am pleased to advise that a reduction to the limit from 60mph to 40mph from the village along Red House Lane to the A43, A43 from the Woodmeadow Garden Centre to the Walgrave turning and along Orlingbury Road from A43 to the wooded area have all been supported and will be handed over to our engineers for detailed design etc.  On 23 January 2026 the Clerk received an email from Gary Payne – Principal Parking &TRO Officer showing the proposed speed limits on the A43 Hannington Crossroads.  This indicated that the 40mph would be introduced from Red House Lane up to the A43 and across the A43 towards the woodlands.  The A43 itself, would only be reduced 164m towards Kettering and 190m passed the Shell garage.  There has been NO explanation why the agreed and supported by the Safety Panel had been reduced and not the full length of the Walgrave & Hardwick turnings.  The Parish Council had requested this in the interest of road safety - the proposed reduction along the A43 has clearly diminished this objective and they would like to see it restored to the agreed and supported route.

The Clerk will respond accordingly and cc in WNC C Irving -Swift, who left the meeting after this item.

3358. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 5 January 2026.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Councillor D Basford and signed by the Chairman.

3359. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
The Clerk had sent Councillor R Horrocks Registrable Interests form to WNC.
The installation posts will be discussed under item 3361.
The Clerk had emailed the precept request to WNC & mentioned that she was also being chased for that for the Hannington in Hampshire (!)
Picnic benches & fencing for the Pocket Park to be discussed under item 3367.

3360. Correspondence:
(a) None.

3361. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts – OK, no vacant plots taken.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk - OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of post – OK.

The installation of the posts remains outstanding.

3362. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
Nothing to report locally.

3363. Proposed 40mph speed limit – A43 Hannington crossroads – comments from PC (not a public consultation).
Taken with item 3357.

3364. Green Hill Solar Project update (IW).
Councillor I Wilson reported that another Open Floor hearing was due to be held in March.

3365. Planning Application – 2026/0171/S73 – variation of condition 3 to enlarge living space to application 2025/0006 – conversion of agric building to a 2-bedroom dwelling house.  Land & buildings, Red House Lane, Hannington – opposite the allotments.
Following a discussion the Parish Council agreed to OBJECT to the planning application on the grounds that when 2025/0006 was discussed at the 3 February 2025 meeting item 3114 - it was agreed to support the application with the proviso that the rights to permitted development be removed as this development was within “open” countryside, should the application be granted.  As the applicant was now requesting an extension under “permitted development”, the Parish Council is unable to support the change. The Clerk to submit to WNC.

3366. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8.  Updates on other Planning issues – Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane – to include recent meeting with the Definitive Maps Team.
Nothing further to report, with the re-alignment of CT2 being covered in item 3357.



3367. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board/Pocket Park perimeter fencing & picnic tables.
The Noticeboard had been delivered to Councillor J Middleton, who had assembled it in his workshop.  It was agreed that Mr G Martin would visit to discuss how best to fix to the existing oak posts.  The posts were 4”*4” but had been cut into to attach the board – need to check if wood could be spliced into the gap or new posts would need to be purchased.  Once this has been ascertained, then Councillors D Basford & J Middleton would install with the help of Mr G Martin and if required Councillor R Horrocks.
	
	Councillor D Basford informed the meeting that a 6-person heavy duty picnic bench in recycled materials cost between £500-£800 with a 20-year guarantee.  The PC did not want black, settling on Forest Green.  It was also thought that a smaller children’s one could also be purchased.  Councillor D Basford will firm up the costs etc for the next meeting.

3368. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
Lloyds Bank plc – bank charges	(29 Dec)			D/D		        £5.75
Signs of Cheshire Ltd – 50% balance notice board (CIL)                  	Chq 947	   £744.00                            

The reconciled bank balance was £23,626.24 being General £15,890.33 Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £600.00 and CIL £7,135.91 (from 28 April 2022 monies).

(b) Approve income received.
There has been no income received since the last meeting.

3369. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
	Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for February, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to adding the Tote winner, dog fouling and the removal of the small electrical items to create the necessary space.

3370. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ Comments for the next meeting.  However, Councillor D Basford did update the meeting on the various potholes he had reported within the village. One on Red House Lane to be done in March, Holcot Road 18 February with the remaining ones on Red House Lane, Main Street & Holcot Road in July.  The blocked drain outside The Old House would be done by 1 March.

3371. Date of next meeting:  2 March 2026.



	
