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Park Home Living in Scotland - Where We Stand Today
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Park home living
continues to play an
irnportant role in
Scotland's housing
landscape, offering
many people a peaceful,
community-focused al-
ternative to more tradi-
tional forms of housing.
For residents, the appeal
often lies in quieter sur-
roundings, maaageable
homes, and the strong
sense of neighbourliness
that residential parks are
known
In Scotland, park homes
are covered by a distinct
legal framework that
provides residents with
clear rights and protec-
tions. These include se-
currty of tenure, trans-
parent arrangements
around pitch fees, and
the right to live in a well-
maintained and properly
Iicensed site. Scottish
legislation has placed a
strong emphasis on fair-
ness, clarity, and ac-
countabiliff, helping to
support long-term confi-
$ence in park home liv-
rng.
As with all forms of
housing, park home sites
have faced challenges in
recent years. Rising costs

including insurance,
maintenance, utilities,
and compliance with

regulatory standards -
have affected both resi-
dents and site opera-
tors. However, park
homes often remain a
comparatively afforda-
ble housing option,
particularly when
measured against
mainstream housing
costs in many parts of
Scotland.
One of the defining
strengths of park home
living is the sense of
community it fosters.

Many residents value
the opportunrty to get

to know their neigh-
bours, enjoy a safer
and more settled envi-
ronment, and live in a
place where people
look out for one anoth-
er. Across Scotland,
residential parks are
frequently recognised
for the stability and
quality of life they of-
fer.
Local authorities in

Scotland continue to
work with site owners
to ensure parks meet
required standards,
with regular licensing
and inspections form-
ing part of this process.
While this can involve
ongoing work behind
the sceres, it is de-
signed to protect resi-
dents and ensure sites
remain suitable, safe,
aad pleasant places to
live.
Looking ahead, park
home living in Scotland
remains well placed for
the future. As housing
needs evolve and more
people seek smaller,
lower*maintenance
homes, residential
parks are expected to
remain in demand.
With good communica-
tion, responsible man-
agement, and resident
involvement, park
home sites can contin-
ue to offer a seeure and
enjoyable way of life.
Above all, park home
living in Scctland is
about community, in*
dependence, and feel-
ing at home - values
that continue to make
residential parks a pos-
itive choice for many
people. JH
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NEWSDESK

Bdinbuqgh Haemophilia Centre

Long time residerrt and previous chair of the Residents
Association,'Wilma Gault, had the unfortunate experience earlier this
year to spend some time in hospital, in the Edinburgh Haemophilia Centrg
with an unexpected illness. While in hospital she realised how stretched
the Centre was and decided to do something about raising some funds for
the department.

Wilma held a very successful coffee morning at her home and raised the
princely sum of ErTo which she donated to the centre. Wilma is pictnred
handing over the cheque.

Courtesy of West Lothian Council, the W![RA will distribute over 6o Christmas lunches
to residents agaiu this year. The lunches, which can be frozen for later use, and small gifts
will be available to ALL residents of the park at No z3 on Wednesday 17 December zo21, from
1-2 pm.

Scottish Night
Really enjoyable Scottish Night in the Community Garden, Saturday 16

August zoz1. Big thanks to I{WRA for organisrng the event and the supper, and
the manyvolunteers who helped with the setup. John Adamson led the Scottish
songs with rousing choruses from the audience.

Willow Wood Christmas Crossword Across Down
1, ones Otfspring

2. Likes to chase mice

6. Visitg cn Christmos Eve

8. Christmas Bails

9, Man's best friend
12, To tle decorated

13. Com€s tn the p0st

1.4. Everqre€n foliage

15. Mountain Ash

18. Decorative String

3, Ihas time ef year

4, Fe-stive Drink

5, We all like these

7. Frozen Water

1(). Large marsupial

11. Flying mammal

16. Has a trunk

17. 1zth Night Tasks

19, Leave room for this
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Scottish Orange
Shortbread

Hogmanay Edition

Makes: 6-8 pieces
Difficulty: Easy
Perfect for: Hogmanay sharing &
{'rst-footing

. l 10g (4oz) unsalted
butter, softened
. 55g (2oz) caster sug-
ar, plus extm for sprin-
kling
o 110g (4oz) plain flour
o 55g (2oz) cornllour
o Finely grated zest of
Yz arange

Ingredients

r Heat oven to 160oC
(I40oC fan)" Line or lightly
grease a small baking tin.

. Creanr butter and sugar
until paie and smooth.

. Stir in the zest of
orar"lge.

. Mix in flour and corn-
flour to form a soft dough.

. Fress evenly into tin.
prick r,vith a fbrk, and mark
into portions.

. Bake for 3{F40 minutes
until pale golden.

. Sprinkle w'ith sugar
rvhile rvann. Cool be{bre
cutting.

Method

Shortbread has been baked in
Scotland far cenfuries and was
once considered a luxury. made
r,vith butter at special tirnes
year. It became closely associat-
ed rn'ith Christmas and Hogma-
nay, r.l'hen it r,vas traditionall,v
offered to guests as a symbol of
hospitality and good tbrtune. To-
day, it ren:ains one of Scotland's
best-loved festive treats"

A Little History

\rVWRA Membership West t othian Council Road SaIt

Member:ship fees for the Residents'
Association for 2026 are due from
I January and should be paid by
31 January 2$26.Tbe fee remains
f,25 per perso& as agreed at the
last AGM.

A membership renewal/application
form is enclosed with this edition
af The Wanderer. Please return it
with payment to Stephen (No. 44),
Elizabeth (No.23), or Jim (No.
11). Members with online access
are encouraged tojoin our'IVWRA
Facebook page to help improve
communication.

To remain a Qualiffing Resi-
dents' Association, at least 507o
of households on the park must be
members - 

your support is essen-
tial.

We continue t0 engage with West
Lothian Couneil Licensing re-
garding issues raised during the
2024 site licence renerral, includ-
ing skeet lighfing, potholes, and
walkway line painting. While some
repairs were carried out, potholes
have reappeared and a contractor
has nolv been appointed to repair
the lights. WLC has decided not to
require repainting of the walkway
iines; this is a point we will contin-
ue to challenge.

WV/RA represents all residents on
whole-site issues in its dealings
with both WLC and Wyldeerest,
and we encourage residents to sup-
port this work.

We would also like to acknowledge
the bungalow residents" who have
been a key point of contact rvith
Wyldecrest and have worked hard
on behalfofeveryone.

from The Secretary

The RA has a good supply of
road salt, which was made
available to members this year
Thanks to Elizabeth's grand-
sons for helping with delivery.

To avoid inflated shop prices,
25kg bags are available from
WWRA at f,7 per bag (cost
price). For additional bags,
please contact Elizabeth or
Steve.
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Wanderer Featrres
Winter will soon be upon us, and therefore we need to plan and prepme
for any events mother nature intends to throw at us. We have recently
seen the devastation around the world of stonns resulting in the down-
pours of rain and the subsequent flooding. Here at Willow W.ood, there is
a very minimal risk of flooding as we are at the top of a small hill, how-
ever we should be prepared for other events, such as very high winds and

power cuts. Iligh winds can bring damage from trees, flyrng debris and damage to roofs alrd outbuild-
ings. This type of damage should be covered by your home insurance, so check it is up to date and valid.
If you have any concerns about the structure of your home/roofloutbuildings you should seek profes-
sional advice.

Power cuts are dealt with by Scottish Powsr Networks, and they are responsible for restoring power or
providing a temporary supply to the site if necessary. It is therefore prudent to have some form of tem-
porary lighting (using replaceable batteries) and if using electricity to cook, a small camping stove will
enable you to have a hot food i.e. soup, pudding rice etc. If your neighbour uses gas to cook with, then
you coutrd affange with thern for you to heat up food and boil water for hot drinks. It is advisable not to
use candles as they present a higher risk offire.
The weather has started to become colder, with ice forming and snow &lling. This will make the road
slippery for both vehicles and pedestriaos. The volunteers from the WWRA will, as per previous occur-
rences, salt the road and footpath to help maintain a safe environment. Drivers should be extra careful
when driving around the park, as black ice is very hard to spot. Please do not remove salt &om the yel-
low bins, this is for the roads and we only have a limited supply.

We should also look out for our neighbours, especially the old and frail amongst us, as they may need
extra
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From John Sloan (No 1)...

New residents willnot know John's work.

A longtime Willow-
Wood pioneer; with his
wife Eve John was one
of the original resi-
dents here in the park.
John is a prolific car-
toonist and has worked
on some major publi-

l-:-i
ij--'-rl

cations in his time. He
has supplied The Wan-
dererwith many tongue-in-cheek cartoons over the
years, Good to see him in full fettle.
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Very wet Xmas Lights
switch on and memo-
ries of summer 2A25
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AGM & D-Day

Scottish Night

Carols

Ladies Xmas Parfy 2013
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Wanderer Extra

Tuesday 9th December saw
&n unusual but welcome
activity on the park
Children from Our Lady's
Primary School in Stoneyburn,
led by their Head teacher,
visited and regaled all corners
of the park with Christmas
carols. Many neighbours came
out to stand at their doors

during the visit and take part
in the cmols.

Jean Campbell at No 19 was
treated to her or,Yn private
carol concert. The group
ended at the community
garden where a remarkably
lmge number of residents had
gathered for a longer rendition
of the carols. Children and
audience then enjoyed Festive
refreshments.

Comments later ranged from :

"Absolutely fantastic" and "I
was acfually in tears"

A raffle and donations raised
f80 for the School PTA
The visit was organised by
Joanne Barras assisted by Mae
Clelland, Jule Hancock and
Helen Brownlee.

These four sim-
ple tips have
been devised by
the BBC's fraud
and scam ex-
perts:

{} lf it's out of the blue -check it's for you
lf you receive a phone call,
email or text you're not expect-
ing asking for money or person-
al details proceed with caution.
Look up the organisation's con-
tact details yourself and get
back in touch that way.

2l Get a second opinion
Ask someone you trust what
they think before giving away
any details or paying any mon-
ey.

3) Gontact your bank
If you think you've been
scammed, simply dial 159 to be
put straight through to your
bank's fraud department, or call
the number on the back of your
card.

4) Share your story
Talking about your experiences
to friends and family helps
them stay Scam Safe, Report-
ing any scam attempt helps
authorities fight fraud. Forward
any suspicious texts to 7726,
(spells out SPAM on your
phone keypad) or emails.

More detailed information
can be found on the BBC
ScamSafe website:
bbc.co.uUscamsafe

nrrstm
tswers

Across

3. Christmas

4. Mulled wine

5. Presents

7. Snow

10. Kangaroo

I l. Bat

16. Elephant

17. Decorations

19. Pudding

Down

1 Children

2 Cat

6 Santa

88aubles

9 Dog

12 Tree

l3 Cards

l4 Holly

18. Tinsel
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Christmas Messages aoas
From Angela Coustance MSP

As thefestitte seoson arrives, bringing its own speeial light, I
wont lo utend my warmest wishes to you this Christmas an
hope this limz of year ftlk yaar homes wtth comfort, joy, and
perrce.

Christmas is a timefor cherishing the commanity bonds that
make West Lothiun so speciaL Our local historlt is slglr*d irt
lhe lundscape - This land has seen millennia of history, and it
is the stories and acperiences of residents like you that con-
tinue this rich hefitage.

lYe are reminded of the resilience of our community; Ston-
eyburn ts known for tts strong commanity spirit, a spirit
forged during the days ofthe shale otl industry. Just as the
hardworking t'shale people" created ligltt andwarmlhfor the
Industrial Revolution, your presence and eompanionship
continue to warm the heart of our community today.

In this season of goodwill, we also think af the most vulnera-
ble in our community, especially those facing child poverty
right here in lVest Lothian. No child shauld acperience hun-
ger, cold, or barriers tofulfilling their potential. That is why I
strongly suppofied the Scotlish G overnments trunsjotmative
policies delivering real help tofamili* here in Almond Valley
including the Scottish Child Payment and scrapping peak rail
fares for good,

We understand that the holidols csn sometimes feel quiet,
and with contlict across the worldJilling our newsfeeds, the
needfor peacefeels more urgent than ever - We arc thinking
of ull of you andwishingfot peace both neu andfar.

I also invite everyone to reach out, reconnect and help make
Chrislmas a little brightelfor peoplefacing isolotion in our
communities. No petson shouldface Christmas ulone.

lle are neighbours, looking outfor one another in the true,
enduring spirit of West Lothian.

Wishing you peace,Jo!, and happiness in 2026
With watmest regards and festive cheer."

Angelo
Angela Constance
MSPfor Almond Valley Cons{ttuenqt

(Angela is MSP (SNP) for the Alrnond Valley constituency
which includes Wllow Wood. She rs a long term supporter of
ourVWRA and pa* home residents. Angela also holds the
Cabinet post of Justice Seoefary in the Scottish Gavem-
ment)

From: Elizabeth White
Ghair Willow Wood Residents Association
Deor Members ond Residents

Whot a dreich day to writea messoge for the
Wanderer. The house lights seern to be switched
on enrher in the doy ond are we becoming grumpy
old men and women (or more grumpy thon usuol?)
I seem to moon obout the wet weother o lot.

Sodly this ye.ar the?e hove been three fomilies
who hove lost a loved one. Morgoret st No 27,
Eileen ond No 41ond Eleonor ot No 7. Jimmy ond
Eleonor were omong the very f irst residents in
the park ond their contribution to park life is
greotly opprecioted. Our thoughts ore with these
families ot this poignont time.

Wehave olso soid ou revoir to Anne ond Willie
from No 46 who hove moved to stay in the Forth
and are enjoying their new home olong with
5parky.

John ond Jon (No Z?)have moved to Southompton
to be nearer fomily and os f write ore sailing the
seos on the Queen Mory. We wish them wellos
they settle into their new home-

Di and Gay will leave us at the *d ol December,
moving just a few miles up the road. Di's mechoni-
col and electrical skills have been grently appreci-
ated over the past few years,keeping the troctor,
lawnmower etc in running order. My thanks for all
the hord work corried out.

The Community Gorden hosted only two events
this year. A very successful cotnbined AGM ond
80'n D Doy Celebrotion ond for the first time a
Scottish Evening with music, song and hoggis,
neeps ond fotfies.

Both events werewell ottended ond even the
weother wos lovely.

We hove beenin contoct with Wyldecrest and
West Lothion Council Environmental Service re-
garding the broken street lights ond potholes.

Tha Council has contocted Wyldecrest on our be-
hall re4ording our concerns and they havebeen
informed that the Council will issue formol notices
os the next steps ft is a gre.at worry that there
are so mony lights not working especiolly now it is
dork eorly.

We were ogoin successful in opplying for Christ-
mos lunch provided by West Lothian Councilond
hope thot you enjoyed the meol.

f would like fo extend my thonks to fhe Commit-
tee tor their continued support and hord work
ensuring thot we continue to be a community of
caring residents.

May you and your fomily hove a wonderful Christ-
mas ond best wishes for the New Yeor.
Elizobeth

CHRISTMAS 2025
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MY CHRISTMAS LIST FOR SANTA

Hope you and all your Elves and Reindeer are well and
working hard to get ready for your biq day on
Christmas Eve (after all, you do bugger {tll tlrc rest
the year).

What I want for Christmas this year is World Peace.
Now I've got that old chestuut out of the way, what I
really want is an obscenely large bottle of the finest
Highland Single Malt. And while you're at it, I'd also
be very grateful for a year's supply of Hemorrhotds
cream, Senna tablets and lbuprofen gel for my sodding
sore back. I know you're busy but, tf it's not too much
trouble, you could also throw in a couple of new hips to
be on the safe side.

I think that's just about it, but then my short term
memory atn't wot it used to be.

Yours in hopeful anticipation,

Willow Wood's resident Grumpy Ol'Geezer (Age 77)

P.S. Ho Ho bloody Ho!

€.. Sc'uage

Dear Santa,

THE CHRISTMAS
WANDERER

HAS BEEN SPONSOREI)
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AT"H..trL
Email. i nfo@ atltol. scot

We bs ite : www. ath ol. scot

Registerd with HrltRC as Tax Agents

Chair: Elizabeth White

(01501 4702671

Secretary: Steve Perry
(01501 4866721
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'Creating a Community'
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Homes sold @ Willow
Wood 2425

January 25

No 31

August 2025

No 46

Seplember2025
No 22

December 2425

No4
For future sales

See

Wa nderer articles, editorial
comment, letters and

photographs are published in
good faith.

The Publishers take no
responsibility however, for any

errens, inaccuracies or
omissions. Yiews of the

contributors are not necessarily
those of the Publishers.

DON'T MISS OUR XMAS
GREETINGS SECTION

INSIDE

Christmas Eve Services

Ghristingle 6.30pm

Songs of Praise

28 December 2025

10.1Sam

'Homes for Sale'
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