
Chair’s Report 2019/20 

 

During 2019/20 the precept was set at £69,600 but unfortunately Bedford BC paid double this amount in 

error and £69,600 had to be refunded.  A Ward Fund grant of £3,000 was received during the year towards 

the cost of a new bus shelter and we are grateful to Cllr. Walker for her donation. Council also made grants 

totalling £3,905 to local organisations.  

 

Work on the Neighbourhood Development Plan has continued and the final consultation on the Plan was 

held last summer.  A detailed report on the Neighbourhood Plan is below.  We also commented on 28 

planning applications during the year, compared to 35 last year and objected to one on the grounds of safety 

of the access.  We also objected to applications for 4 houses at Woodland Manor and 6 in Oakley Road on 

the grounds that housing which is not included in the Neighbourhood Plan is not needed and in the case of 

Woodland Manor because of the impact of extra traffic on Green Lane.  The application for the houses at 

Woodland Manor was refused but, unfortunately, the development in Oakley Road has been granted 

permission. 

 

During the year, we replaced another of the old bus shelters in Mount Pleasant Road with a more enclosed 

model with a seat as many who use it are elderly.  We bought new water troughs for the allotments to link 

directly into the water supply as the taps constantly needed to be replaced, we purchased a new storage 

container and upgraded the CCTV in the Village Hall car park.  We have also commissioned a CCTV 

system for the Cody Road garages which will be fitted once the coronavirus restrictions allow.  Residents 

requested an electric vehicle charging point in the village and we considered installing one in the Village 

Hall car park.  But, because of the difficulty in preventing residents or hirers of the Hall using the space we 

have suggested that charging points are included in the Design Code for the new Milton Hill development. 

 

We have continued to work in the new burial ground and spring bulbs planted round the site and a further 

fifteen native trees have alongside the ditch.  We have ordered hedging trees from the Woodland Trust to fill 

the gaps along Twinwood Road and will be planting these later this year. We considered installing a water 

tap but at over £5,000, the cost was too great.  However, we will reconsider once Community Infrastructure 

Levy monies are available from the Milton Hill development.  A Friends’ Group has also been set up for 

volunteers helping on the site and if anyone is interested in joining please contact Ann. 

 

Speeding continues to be a problem and, as you will have seen the Borough finally installed the first set of 

speed cameras in February/March between Green Lane and the Shopping Parade.  Installation of the second 

set between Oakley Road and the roundabout into The Glebe, which will be funded by the Parish Council, 

has been delayed until later this year.  We are also discussing further traffic calming measures along the top 

part of Milton Road with the landowners who will be building the new houses there and a new crossing has 

been included in the Design Code for the site.  

Four priority setting meetings were held between the police and parishes throughout the year.  Our priorities 

were visible policing & crime prevention, serious crime such as burglaries and drug dealing.  Please 

continue to report all crimes using 101, the online reporting form at 

https://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report/Report or on the police chat line. 

 

The Flood Group was due to carry out an exercise with the Borough Council and Environment Agency in 

March but this has been postponed due to the current situation.  In the event of an emergency the Flood 

Group will help to rescue vulnerable residents and if anyone in your household might need particular 

assistance please let Ann know.   If anyone is interested in joining the Group please also contact Ann.  

 

https://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report/Report


Unfortunately, there have been problems on the allotments throughout the year.  Disputes between a few of 

the tenants have caused unpleasantness and we have therefore drawn up a Code of Conduct and posted it 

around the site.  A letter from the Council reminding tenants that they are expected to comply with the terms 

of the tenancy agreement and the Code of Conduct has also been posted.  Vandalism and drug taking have 

been another issue over the winter so the police have been making regular visits to the site and will continue 

to patrol when they are in the area.  Anyone with any information should call 101 or make a report online at 

https://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report/Report.  On the positive side, there has been a lot of interest in the 

allotments recently and many new tenants have taken on plots.  The Allotment Committee was reformed and 

they have been tidying up the site.  As a result it is looking better than ever.  There are still some empty plots 

so if anyone else is interested in growing their own vegetables please speak to Ann.   

 

The Christmas tree switch on was held again in December and was another successful event with music 

from Bedford Brass and carol singing led by the church choir.  The lights were switched on this time by 

Megan who won last year’s school Christmas decoration competition.  We investigated the possibility of 

putting a tree on the Milton Road roundabout as well as the one at the Shopping Parade, but because of the 

water pipes under the roundabout we cannot plant a living tree.  The cost of installing an electrical 

connection and a pit for a cut tree would be over £2,000 so we are considering alternatives, such as lights on 

lamp posts instead for next year.  We were due to join Thurleigh at the Airfield Museum to mark the 75
th
 

Anniversary of the end of the war in Europe on the 8
th
 May this year but unfortunately because of coronavirus the 

event, like many others, had to be cancelled.  So instead we joined the British Legion in laying a commemorative 

wreath at the War Memorial. 

 

Turning to the Playing Field, the Dog Control Order introduced in 2017, which makes it an offence subject to 

a fixed penalty notice, for dogs to enter the Field, was extended by the Borough Council for a further three 

years.  The older play equipment and the seats were all painted but five mountain ash trees had to be felled 

as they had declined severely in last summer’s drought.  The Field had to be closed in March because of the 

coronavirus restrictions and so the children’s fair at Easter was another event that had to be cancelled but 

hopefully it will be back next year.  We were also hoping to arrange a National Citizen Service project for 

young people to work in and publicise the Millennium Park this summer but again that may have to be 

postponed because of the coronavirus restrictions. 

 

I would like to close by thanking fellow councillors, the Clerk and our Borough Councillor Jane Walker for 

all for their hard work on behalf of the village.  During the year, Norman Hurst stood down and we would 

like to thank him for all his efforts during his many years as a councillor, particularly as Chair of the 

Planning Committee.  Richie Jepps and Sarah Walker joined the Council during the year and we welcome 

them.   A big thank you also to all those residents who pick up litter, deliver the Village News, have joined 

the Flood Group and help on the allotments, in Riverside Gardens and at the Burial Ground.  Your efforts 

throughout the year are very much appreciated.    

https://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report/Report

